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'TO THE 


Honourable the LADY , 


Ehzabeth Barnadiſton. 


T the Defire of the Authors Rela- 
A tions, | prefix yourLadyſhips Name 
to a Treatiſe by himſelf prepared 
for the Preſs, and committed to my pur- 
uſal at the motion of Dr. Bates, who a- 
mong the-brighteſt Luminaries now ſhines 
in his expected and defired Firmament. 
The enſuing Picture drawn by his im- 
partial Intimate, will revive your remem- 
brance of the Bleſſed Mr. Cooper, who was 
ſo highly eſteemed by your Honourable, Mo- 
ther, and (among many other ejefted Mi- 
nifters) no ſmall ſharer in the effetts of hee 
Beneficence, ' which ſheexerred there not as 
2 Boon to oblige the Needy, bur for a Tc», 
ſtimony to that caule for which he ſuftered, 
* and a juſt return to his .occafianal Labours; 
whence grearer Bleihngs were deligned/ to 
A 2 her- 
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herfelf and Family. But feeing the Subje& 
. treated of, viz. The Glory of the gaints Re- 
ward 1s that under the Power whereof you 


determine your Choice, bear your AMi-' * 
Rions, and dire& your Atings, it would -7 


begain to labour ar a further Apology for 
this Dedication. | 
of Glary in this Book reſpe& both Sinners 
and Saints. As | 

Dinners ar concernedly perſwaded to 
entcr into the way of Heaven, froma Con- 
vidion-that- the good there received infi- 
nitely exceeds .in Pleaſure, Honour, and Ad- 
vantage 3- whatever can be found in a ſinful 


. Ide Deſign purſued by the bigh diſplays 5 : 
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caurſe.. This part is ſo warmly and wiſely . 


mayaged,.that the obſtinate Reader muſt 
aſcribe bis ruin. to his own perverfeneſls , 
for this motive from eternal} Rewards is en- 
forced with thar account of the vanity and 
vileneſs of a teraporal Bliſs, as muſt put any 
conſidering Perſon to the bluſh, who fers 
up Earth as a Rival with Heaven, or takes 
np-with a Portion init, yea, though end- 
. 1:{s Miſery were not the Wages of that Mad. 
neſs :: Yet afſnred this laſt will be found 
rrue,. and that God governeth us,. by fear 
as well as bepe,the prudent Author delcribes 
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m pertiſting 


in ungodlineſs, totheir 


Sh Chriſt = forfeiture of this great | 
— = 
The mind impreſied with the praſpet of + : 


theſe two extremely different res he 
leaves neither under deſpair of recovery, 
nor yet under darkneſs what 
ſhould apply himſelf to: And t , he 
preſcribes the method to be uſed by the un- 
converted, yet ftill-in a dependance on the 
Grace of Chriſt from the demonſtrated im- . 
potency of meer nature, and toral wanc of 


+ human merit; and encourageth a compli- 
* ance with the faid method by full aſſurances 


that a diſappointment cannot ariſe from 
our fallen'$tate as irrecoverable. | But leaſt 
the miſtaken Preſumprion of the Hypocrite 
ſhould fix his danger by a claim to Saintſhip, 
he faichfully ſtares rhe infallible fignof the 
Heirs of this heavenly Kingdom, and warns 
againſt a' conceit of '{aſery before theſe be 
evident, The other: part of his deſign is 
to fix the Eyes of Seinrs ſo upon this cer- 
tain and glorious Crown of Lite, as thence 
to derive relief and ſtrength againſt thoſe 
endangermeg Snares, worldly Alturements, 
afflictive Sufferings, and tireſome Labours 

which 
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The Dedication. 

which will attend them in- their Pilgri-... 
mage; this he treats of as a Man fir{t forced 
on this Subje& for a divine. compoledneſs 
Under his own exerciſe, and then from the 
-._ experimented fixing & tranſporting power , 
'thereof cormmends the ſame to Zion's Mour. 
ners, as effecttual to make them happier 
even under Sufferings, than without them, 

It may be leſs proper in 2n Epiſtle to your 
Ladyſhip.to mention the doErinal points 
wherein this divinely heated Soul diſcovers 
much Light and Judgment. How _accu- 
-rately and ſtrongly doth he prove againſt 
the Antimonians the lawfulnels of a Saiats+ 
reſpeF to the recompence of reward, tne 
recoral connexion between Goſpel Duties 
and Benefits, the neceſlity of Repentance 
in order to forgiveneſs, &c. which I hope 
will be the more regarded from him, be- 
cauſe his opinion about Predetermination 
and the object of Reprobation is more plea- 
{1ag to them, than that of others of us be. 

Madam ! a Book pf which theſe are the 
Contents, muſt be acceptable to one, 1n 
whom ſuch Truths had an early regenera- 
ting Power, and canentail onPoſterity a 
great ſtock of Prayers. ſent up by the Au- 
thor, 2nd his Brethren, at the requeſt of. 
ti1C 
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the Lady wimbleton, whoſe Death invites 
- you to.an imitation of her exemplary Life. 
Her Ladyſhip with the Reverend Author 
are now beholding and epjoying-that Glo- 
ry in its fullneſs,the darker glimpſes where- _ 
of ſuffiged to raiſe them aboveghis World; 
and reconcile them to Death,yer were their 
preſent Station capable of a blyſh, reflet- - 
ons on their low Apprehenſions, remiſs La- 
bours, ſcanty layings out, and faint long- 
ings for that Glory, would compel it. _ 
es but a few moments, and our State is 
decided for Eteraity,and the unſeen World 
ſhall be felt in its greatneſs (as well as realj- 
ty) beyond our comprehenſion. Oh, what ' 
a change will the very Borders of it make in 
our Thoughts, advancing, cleanfing, and 
improving ſuch as are moſt ſublime and 
beſt, whilſt all others periſh which are car- 
al falſe or fooliſh ! 
' That you may dayly proceed in a meet- 
neſs for Heaven, by further evidence of 
title, and agreeableneſs of temper; that 
none of your Off-ſpring may come ſhort 
thereof by degenerating from their emj- 
nently pious Anceſtors; And that thefe 
uncontroverted Truths (which deſerved an 
carlief 


” 3; &, | Saks hs 
ES $a: - IE EY DP PL IR 
F | ob . A af x07 
= 6s % 


[4 by > - Fs 
F ** ts 4 


carlicr Publication; as well as 
rories than the time of 
wouldadmit)may be of ſaving uſe to them, 
” and many others, ſhall be the fervent 
|) » Prayer of, 


Adedlens; 
Tour Ladyſhiy's 

AMoft Humble Servant 
* Daniel Wilkams: 


* Wd 
. ,%% , 4 "8 
- EGS 4 
. : 
—_ 


,, 
= 

© OY. ETD -— 4.x . | , {5,3 wh ry: , 
RE, 2 hs Rd ei eee? ef. > 

x -D ws : " » «% F A" » Tr a 6 Pare” 

, C " *Y + 
p7 | 
- 


DG >” BD BSE oa 


EPISTLE 


Sypme Memorials of the holy Life of that 
Learned Perſon Mr. Foſeph Cooper, the 
Author of the enſuing Treatile. 


Gi ſome Readers aye better pleas'd 
i J with a Book, when. they know who, and 
what manner of Perſon he was that wrote 
it, tho" it be excellent in itſelf, it is thrught 
fit to prefi® ſomething of the Charatters of 
ths Great and Good Man, both which T:- 
tles the Reader ſhall find made good to hims, 
before he hath gone over many Pages, Great 
for his Learning, and acquired Abilities, 
Good for bis extraordingry Piety, Modeſty, 
Sobriety, Contentnient with bus Condition, 
and other Virtues and Excellencies of his 
Mind and Life. 

It us not pretended to give a full account 
of his Life, which could not be done, tut 
ty [ach :z3 knew him ab incunabulis, or con- 

B verſed 


The Epiſtle. 


verſed with him lony and inti > 
which ſort it may eaſily be believed there 
are few, if any, remaining : This Eſſay 
by one that knew him well, but not long, on- 
ly by the help of his own Papers, from whence 
the main of this Intelligence is derived, he 
thinks he knew him thoroughly, intus & in 
cute. 1 know the whole Life of ſome Men 
is not worth. the writing, or reading: If 
their Lives or Epitaphs were ſes in 4 trac 
Light, it were better they were written up- 
ow the Duſt, or Dirt, than engraven on 
Marble or Braſs, or Printed on Paper, | 
mean ſuch whoſe Atheiſm and Debaucherits 
have ſo corrupted their putrified Memories, 
that no Balſams, nor balmy wards can turn 
them into Mummy. Tea, therg, are ſame 
good Men that have behaved themſelves ta- 
lerably well in the World, yet having done 
nothing extraordinary, to recommend. them- 
ſelves for ſomething of example and imita- 
tion, "tis better to let them ſleep quietly. in 
their Graves, than raiſe them up for nothing 
but to be ſeem. 

This doth not hinder, but that Men of 
rare Parts ana Abilities may be ſhew'd tothe 
world ; however, of obſcure and unpromiſing 
Beginaings; yea, tho" their Candle burned 
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The Epiſtle, 
iw# ſome obſcure Village, and therefore cond 
not much be taken notice of, yet may their 
rhuſtrious Reputation, like a Lamp that burn- 
eth, or a Beacon wpon an Hill, be expoſed 
for the benefit of this dark world, 1t's true, 
ſach as Dwogenes Laertius, Plutarch, Cor- 
nelius Nepos, and our Learned Stanley, 
give m an account of Kings, great Phile- 
ſaphers and Stateſmen: But in the Holy 
Scriptures, we have the Life and Sermons of 
poor Jeremy , of a Neat-heard, Amos, of 
inanftrious Shepherds and mean Fiſhermen. 

This Mr. Joſeph Cooper ws the Son of 
Mr. Hugh Cooper # Ainifter of the Goſpel 
at Prefton in Shropſhire, and'was born in the 
Year 1635. Of the firjt Septenary of his 
Life, himſelf jaith, he could ſay nothing, of 
the two next he was ſorry he cou'd ſay ſo 
much, Solomon ſaith it all in a few words, 
Childhood and”. Youth ave wanity, that it ts 
an Age obnoxious to Vice and Miſcarriages. 
So about the 20th. Year of his Age, neceſſity 
arave him to tike up with that ſort of Life, 
which u the leaſt fir for Study of any other, 
to wit of a Schoot-1maſter, at Clarely-home in 
the ſame County : here not lon? after he 
began. to preach, 

then his Life was half gon he bean to live 
B 2 the 


The Epiſtle. 
the Life of « Man, -and of a Chriſtian, how 


he came to take wp,*and leave theſe terrene 
Vanitics, and Wickedneſſes, himſelf will tell 
uw by and by, Now with unwearied diti- 
gence, he fell to his Studies, and in about 
Tenor Twelve Tears Time made himſelf Ma- 
fter of much uſeful Learning. 

At firſt he otſerved a good ſtile in the La- 
tin Tongue, heving read diverſe of the ex- 
cellent Maſters of it, as Livy, Tully, «nd 
other C| Authors. 

Then he became very well skilled in the 
Greek-tongue, eſpecially ſwch as concerned 
Chriſtian Religion, its Rites, Uſages, and 0- 
ther Hiſtories of it , which he learned from Ig- 
natius, Ireneus, Euſebiusz he maſtered 
the moſt knotty of thems all, Clemens Alex- 
andrinus, 

But bis chief excellency lay in the Hebrew. 
Tongue, which he made ſo much hu own, 
45 to be able towrite it : A Specimen whereof 
we /ce in his Dedicatory Epiſtle of his Domus 
Meſ. Clavis #0 Dr, Caſtle, where we ſee 
though he defends the Antiquity and neceſſity 
of Points in the holy Bible, yet he himſelf was 
able to read and write too, without Points. 
Po!nts indeed, as he diſputes, are necaful for 
ta preſerue the Purity of a Language, and for 
4 : young 
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The Epiſtle. 


Joun Beginners, but the Maſters of Language 
need them not, as we ſee inthe very Girls and 
Cookemaids, that have learned to write Short 


. band without Yowels. 


There are many worthy Scholars even 4- 
mong the Ecclefiaſtics, that have never look'd 
into 4% Hebyew Bible, Otheys content them- 
ſelves that they cam read it, or if they yo fax-. 
ther with the help of the Hutterian Bible 
fo find out the Radixes, or by the Interlineayy 
of Arias Montanus #o render it into Latin, 
this is enough, he is a great Doftor and Rabbin 
that can read his Hebrew without Points, But 
our Author was not only a great Textuary, and 
well verſed in Plantin's anpointed and Porta» 
ble Bible , but trok preat Pains to compare 
Oriental Verſions with it, and eſpecially that, 
of the Septuagint, which any one ma 


pared with the Hebrew, He read the Ma p 
and other Jewiſh and Rabbinical Comment. 
ries, as if they had been in Latin. 

In the 34th Year of his age he publiſhed 
his Book which he ſtiles Mun T3 wp Do. 
mus Moſaicz —_ by = which all that 
underſtand it muſt be thankfnl for, ſo lone us 
there * « Bible, the Book arr fe RES 
and if his Arcuments hold not good, we may 
. have 
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The Epiſtie. 
hue a Bible #0 another Senſe, yea reducible to 
any Senſe that wicked and (pelling Heads 
_—_ : a Book that FIC mg _— 
4 Manof much reading it Various Languages, 
upon Various Subjefts, and judicious Obſer- 
wations, A Book that keeps the Ficld, and 
bu. filenced the Adverſaries of the contrary 
Opinion, no one yet writing a24in{t it, though 
publiſhed 30 Tears ſince. A Book that, has 
2ained the Author reputation amongſt all judi- 
crans Linguiſts, for which ſome have made 
enquiry after him, who he was, and where he 
awelrd before he dyed z and ſince his Death, 
hearing he left « pcor Widow aud. deſolate Fa- 
mily, have for the worth of the Man and the 
Book, relieved her and hers with a continucd 
Penſion ; of which ſort ſhe has reaſon to com- 


memorate the Reverend ana Learned Dr. 


His preaching was obſerued to be ſo convis 
Five, (how le are right words Job 6. 
25.) and ſuccesful, that he was preſently tx- 
ken notice of, and amozgſt other places, the 
People in and about Molely call'd hins to be 
their Paſtor, a place netea for its meanne{s 
and obſcurity, in the County of Worceſter : 
It affords but 20 Noiles a Tear tn 4 ary Kent, 
.  be- 
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belonging ts the Chappel : Bat being 4 Peculi- 
ar, and owt of the injpettion of the Biſbop, has 
always ſiuce the Reformation had an excellent 
Mrmifter belonging to it, who flyins from the 
lajb of the - ſpiritual Courts for Non-conformi- 
by, hid themſelves inthis ſmall and anregerded 
ltving. At this time ſuch Men were better 
proveaed, and therefore ſome in the Town and 
wuininage, engaged to make up the living 501. 
per bick they did for thout 7 Fears ; 
whilſt they lived he could keep his Living 3 for 
on the known Bartholomean Yeſpers he found 
an Act of Parliament (we know by whom procu- 
red) to reach him whom the Eecleſtaſtical Fal- 


 cheom conld:not towely, It muſt be acknowledg- 


ed that what theſe Gentlemen continued to groe? 
him, made up the maimof hu Sw ſiftence, botls 
when he was in and out of his place : Tet it 
maſt farther be owned that he, and many 0-" 
ther of his ſuffering Brethren, have had their 
Supplies from an wnſeen Hend, It was the 
obſervation of ove that is now in Heaven, that 
he and fore others fad carefully ſrerveyed 
the County where they lived, which 13 ene of 
the largeſt in Englend; and afforded as many 
Non-conformſl as any; yet ſard he, they 
all live, maintain their FamNics, prytheir 
Debts, FV | 
its 


The Epiſtle. 


its true,there have been others that heve 
been as great Critic's as he in theſe learned 
Languages, but let the Reader take this along 
with him, that he got all by his own induſtry : 
He had no Maitre de langue, ſeving what he 
hid as 4 School-boy : He converſed only with 
the Dumb : Silent writers were his inſtruttors: 
By him a Man may learn what induſtry can do, 
and what Labour can overcome; beſides he did 
all this when he had the noiſe of diverſe little 
Children, Ten at the leaſt,a large Family calling 
for Bread, which yet his paternal Care, and 
God's good Providence, as was ſaid before, did 
ſupply : He was moreover all this while a 
conſtant Preacher, and which was more, an ac- 
teptable, and followed Preacher , for our Ra- 
binnical Men are commonly the ſcorn of the 
Vulgar, they are better as Criticiſms than 
Elocution ; they that remember Mr. Wheeler, 
Dr. Caſtle «nd ſome other ſuch like, know this 
to be true : But our Author as he. was happy in 
the ſacred Criticks, ſo he ſought to find out ac- 
ceptable words, Eccleſ. 12. 19. 4nd could ex- 
preſs himſelf ad captum papuli,in his 24other 
Tongue, and with a certain kind of divine and 

winning Rhetoric draw them after him. 
He was. no ſtranger to natural Philoſophy, 
nor the Mokenatiche, nor yet to age F oi 
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trhich by. his ſtudy. and converſation he had 
profited much : For he was an inquiſitive Per- 
{on, andiearned greatly by learned Men, when 
he metwith them.” \ And by this means if God 
had bleſſed him with longer Life, he intended 
to have gained an Addition to. his ſubſi- 
ſtence. '\ * | 
 Yet-all this Learming, Uſefulneſs, Imight 
add modeſty, Humility, and forbearance to med- 
ale with 4 IG not concerning him, cou'd not 
keep him out of a Priſon. Once he lay in Wor- 
ceſter Goal for the great crime of Preaching, 
get had. the Comrage to preach the ſame day. 
the Law releaſed him. At another time he' 
was ſowght after to wndergo the ſame prefer- 
ment, but God hid him, as we may verily 
believe : For being [earched for by ſome Troe> * 
pers ſent to his Howſe on purpoſe, who not find- 
ing him, one of them more ſu(pictous and dili- * 
gent than the reſt, ſwore the uſual Oath, This 
fellow hides himſelf in the Chappel : — 
on he came to the Door qthe Key was init; he 


turns and opens; Wooks about him and goes 
tack, without farthay ſearch: But had he gon 
in he bad certainly found the party he looked 
for, for thither Mr. C. had retired upon ſome 


notice of their coming. 


is care of keeping &4 good Conſcience to» 
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The Epiſtle, 
wards God and Man may woſt evidently be 
ſeen in a Paper found in bis Study, wherein 
he wndertook diligently to ſearch and try his 
own Heart and Ways : A work that too few are 
acquainted with, how profitable ſoever it is : 
we ſball exhibit this writing in his own words, 
when we have only told you, that his laying 
ſ#ch a heavy charge againſt himſelf is, as 1 be- 
lieve,according to Truth and « juſtifiable thing. 
The Apoſile St.Paul, (to whom owr Author may 
in many things be compared, and whom be fol- 
lowed, though non bus #quis) doth the 
very (ame, calling himſelf, the leaſt of the 4- 
poſtles, the meaneſt of Saints : Sin had wrought 
in hin all manner of concupiſcence : Sim tak- 
ing occaſion by the Commandment deceived 
him. In me, ſaith he, dwelleth #0 good thing, 
The good that ] would 1 do not; when 1 would ds 
good, Eril is preſent with me. 1 was « Blef- 
phemer, a Perſecutor, Injuriouws. wonder 
not then to find our Author expreſſing himſelf 
in ſuch words deteſting himſelf and his evil 
Courſes: But God had mercy on theſe two 
Men, who by his Grace became eminent 
Saints, and Preachers of his Grace: who as 
before their Conrerſioll they were exceeding 
vile and ſinful, at the time of its fall of Pangs, 
and afterwards exceeding laborious for their 
great 
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The Epiſtle, 
great Lord, and Maſter : Add to this, that 
they both ſpake with Tongues more than 
wapy others, the one indeed by 4 miracu- 
lows Inſpixation, the other by the bleſſing of 
God upon bis 4 9: The one ſpared net 
bis Corinthians, was afraid of his Galati- 
ans, wept over his Philippians, ſo was the 
other very zealous for his People, reproving 
freely, praying and weeping plentifully for 
bis = Flock as Motely: FINE 
But to return to his Paper which he never 
thought [howd bave been publiſhed, but was 
reſerved for his private review and uſe : 
Becauſe it may do good, to excite others to 
the like examination of themſelves, and 
penning down their Experiences, Eviden= 
ces, and obſervations about their own ſpirt- 
tual Eſtates, it is here offered 45 41 Exams 
ple, wherein he is as full in ſhewing his 
dark fide as his bright fide, | know a Man, 
whether-ia Chriſt or out of Chriſt, I 
cannot tell, (uch an one I know, who 
believing an Eternal Judgment, and 
\willing to ſtate the caſe of his own Soul, 
againſt rhat dreadful Solemaity, that he 
might the betrer underſtand what ifſue 
to expect, in the invinlible World. His 
Appetites were ſ{rons and violent to all 
SES -;. man- 
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manner of Evil, neither did he reſtrain 
himſelf from any aefire of his own wicked 
Heart, but what the fear of Stripes, or 
when he grew to be bigger, the Fear of 
Hell reſtrained him from, yet here alſo 
where he durſt not adventure upon the 0- 
vert Ad, he prattiſed it all, and rioted 
upon it in Contemplation. You take too ſpare 
a meaſure of his wickedneſs, if' you ſuppoſe 
he proceeded no farther than Rioting and 
Drunkeneſs, Chambering and Wantonne(s, 
Strife and Emmy, Sabbath-breaking and Ly- 
ing (which often was ſauborn'd to palltate all 
the reſt:) Imagine what you will forbidden, 
that falls within the compaſs of the Ten 
Commanaments, he really, thinks that one 
way or other, he ſtands chargeable with it x 
beſides the wilful omiſſion of all affirmative 
Duties conceived in both Tables of the 
Law, In this curſed courſe was his Life, 
and ſo ſuitable was it to the Diabolical Na» 
ture that awelt in him, that nothing was 
more irkſome to him, than that which gate 
check to his compliance therenith, which 
yer through the infinite Gooaneſs of God, 
be ſometimes met with, ſuch as guilty 
Fears tn his own conſcience, confounding 
Dame for cl Lis unkindneſs to the gra- 
COWS 
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cious God, whoſe Merty had ſo long pre- 
vented his Deſtruftion in Hell 5 and wvie- 
lent Convittion of a neceſſity of breaking 
off his Sins by Repentance, or periſhing 
which had ſome times _ 4 mighty force 
upen him as te arag him out of his Plea- 
ſwres, and from amongſt his evil aſſociates 
into the Garden or Field by Night, where - 
he would furrow his Cheaks with Tears, 
ſolemnly cow and covenant with God, and 
yet break through all again into his former 
conrſe 5 till at laft he apprehended this cove- 
nanting and unfaithfulneſs in it, did but 
bind a far mire ' exceeding and eternal 
weight of wrath «pon him; with this he 
was ſo terrified that he durſt covenant 
no more. This coarſe laſted from about ſeven 
to ſeventeen Years of Age, in what man- 
ner Corruption atted before he remembers 
not. After this time living an idle Life, 
and being travelled with bad Company, he 
caſ! off his allegtance to Parents, and took 
a Wife before nineteen Tears of Age, for 
which his Father juſtly caſt him off, and 
he wonders the holy God did not alſo caſt him 
into Hell, But contrary #0 his aemertr, 
and to manifeſt that our heavenly Father 
c1n pardin what earthly Parents cannot, 
Goa 
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Jabfftence for bim, and without ek; 
of his, fed this wretched Prodigal wes, 
Food convenient, that was ready to peri 
apex 4 Dunghil. This kindneſs of Divine 
Providence conſidered, be could no longer re- 
7 &. this brake his Heart in pieces like « Pot- 
ard, diſſolved him like Snow, melted him 
like Wax before the Sun. Now his old Reſola- 
fions revived with more ſtrength than c- 
ver ; and as 4 piece of pennance whereby to 
eſcape Hell and parchaſe Heaven, he could 
be content to leave his Sins, though flill 
the remembrance of them was grateful to 
his Nature, and he _ them «4 plec- 
ſant Morſel, but that Hell flood at the far- 
ther end of them, But be conld have no 
4amiſſion upon theſe unworthy terms ; the 
Spirit of God falls to work with bus Conſcience 
4s ins 4 Voice of Thunder ;, and with terrors 
more dreadful than all that ever were (- 
lemnized wpon Mount Sinai z ſingles out bis 
delicate darling corruption, ſwallows him up 
into the confounding thoughts of it, reads 
the Law, charges >. a, Wrath upon him, 
and thereby flew him: ſo that now be lies 
bleeding wnder reprobate aſtoniſhment , are ad- 
ins every moment when the Hand, the «- 
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«ſander, through the great violence of the 
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faftned 
Law rs ot worſe than himſelf, _ 
they all pay ſuit and ſervice to him, as hs 
other Laſts did to this peccatum in delj- 
ciis. Apainſ# this therefore he bent bis 
whole ftrength, little confidering for ſome 
* if Tears the ftate of bis Soul, as to other cor- 
P Fuptions, which lay dormant, their General . 
5 if being ſo watcht that he could not command 
them ont wpon their deviliſh Service as he 
was wont. Tet the great things minded was 
Pardon fer « long time, with 4 reſolution 


not to gratifie it, though every denya! were 
a preſent Death, Heving thus in time 0b- 
tained ſome refſ8 from his hard bondage an- 
der it, and guilty fears gendred by it; be 
broan to confuder the great happineſs of vi- 
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Gary over corruption, and to judge that 
what Poyſon, what Plague, what Death and 
laathſame Ulcers are to the Body, Sin is 
that to the Soul and infinitely worſe ; which 
w.a all now ſet home: upon Jim both" by Fae 
tional conviftion and his own doleful expe- 
TIence. 

This enzaged him wholly to attend the bu- 
ſineſs of mortification, but chiefly of this Luff 
fo cut off all proviſions from it, to. deny its 
importunate cravings, and. to maintain 4 
conſtant watch againſt it, all which notwith- 
ſtanding he often receivea wounds and bruti- 
ſes by it, But having a little reſpite to 
examine himſelf as to other Corruptions, 
Death comes upon him again; he finds all 
manner of concupiſcence working in him 
thinks himſelf a Babel; a Sodom, an Hell 
for all confounding and raging Lnfts. $0 
that had he not by this time better un- 
derſtood whence to fetoh Santtifying Grace 
as them formerly, he miiſt have deſpaired.. 
But he had now learnt to go to the Lord 
Jeſus, not only as piving Kemiſſion of Sins, 
| throuzh Faith in his Blood, but likewiſe 
[aving from Sin by the efficacy of his own 
Almighty Spirit. Hither he never applied 
himſelf in believing manner , but he 0b- 
tained 
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rained help from God, through whoſe help 
« now ſaith, that what was his darling 
in is dead 10 him, and hath wo power 20 
rommand aptly entertainment, inſo much 4s 
Due indulgent Thought, though , as for 
atiral abllitites, he is as capable of 
Pleaſure in it, as ever , His other Sits 
he finds daily to be dying, 4nd doth now find 
he like intclinatiins to (piritual things, 
hat he was rhont to find to fleſhly things; 
ud as ſfirong ' averſations, and elutFarces 
ezainſt the luſt of the Eyes, @*%. as ever 
| We found againſt the Holy ways of God, ſo 
; (Fit were there no Hell to puniſha Life 
f Fleſb-pleaſing, but what is ſhut up im 
he very Natnre of it, he could nit biit 
ate it and fly from it, as Men d> from 
he Plague, though there be 10 Law, provi- 
ed that Feſus is his Saviour, that he hath 
aved him out of ſpiritual Darkneſs and out 
of Bondage unaer Sin, given him 4 new 
Nature, and made him to center wholly up- 
dy the bleſſed God, to dwell with him, to 
delight above all things in him, and cleave 
0 bits as his Life, Hippineſs, and reſt- 
ng place. Since brought thus far, he hath 
ound it with himſelf as followeth, 
(1) He dare build his confidence for ſal- 
5 4/102 upon nothing but the free Grace of 
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ood in Chriſt Fefus. apprehended by Faith 
his Anchor is upon this Rock of Ages , h 
Life is bownd up with this Prince of Life 
and though through the Corruption of his onfth 
Heart and prepoſſeſſions of Errovur about thiimi 
Nature of Redceming Grace he find it 4 
hard thing to believe z, yet his Heart is nou 
poſſeſſed with Good and Honowrable appre 
henſions of God: He in good meaſhre is freQLi, 
from all imbittered thoughts of him ; 
believes that God hath given bim Etern 
Life in his Son; and that the Son is ab 
to ſave to the utmoſt all that come m Gi 
through him ; in this, and not in any wor 
of Righteouſneſs which he hath done, is hilf 
whole Hope Living and Dying, and he believe 
ſuch Hope will not make him aſhamed. 

(2) He hath 4 regard to all Righteouſne 
ſo far as his preſent jos. yu Pg will per 
mit it, to fulfil it, and this from ſuch W4: 
Principle as he eats and drinks, a new Nat 
tuxe within him which is not gratified witfan 
| any thing more thin Holy and Righteoul 
Attions, In particular, whereas when 
Boy, he had injured ſeveral Perſons in rob 
bing their Orchards, he hath ____ h 
Sin, begyed their Pardon with Shame 4 
Tears, and made reſtitution 5 this be w 
often wroed to before he performed it: 

fe 
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tearing the Shame, and not knowing well how 
to ſpare ſo much Mony as was neeaful in 
the caſe. To all other Daties he finds 
mighty impulſions to cloſe with any opportu- 
ity for them, and againſt every Temptation. 
go fin, fbrong averſations and reluftances y 
> that he feels the Law of the Spirit of 
Life within his own Bowels, though too 
fren, alaſs too often, he is diſobedient to 


(3) He meaſures all Perſons, Places, Em- 
loyments by their ſubſerviency to the Di- 
vine Life tm his Soul, and ſtill comes off with 
Wr hame and great Heavineſs, where he ſpends 
ne Howr without ſome ſpritual advantage. 

(4) He hath a real compaſſion for all Men, 
raking it his Heart's Deſire to God that they 
ay be ſaved; but his delight lies in thoſe 
hat have moſt of the Image, and likeneſs 

if God apon them, thoſe that are becotten by the 
ame immortal ſeed, formed into the ſame 
irvine Nature, ated and fed by the ſame. 
Imichty Spirit of Life with himſelf 3, = 
re his Beu'ak's his Hepthſibahss he thinks 
pe could not lrve in the world without 
hem. | 
(5) This notwithſkandips, he flill finds 
:m/elf out of his Proper Center y he is dit» 
D 3 ly 
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ly under powerful tengencics. aud reſtleſs de” 
ſires after the full exjoyment of, and the 
neareſt conjunttion with the bleſſed God. in 
Chriſt Jeſus , which deſires are mightily 
ſirengthned by a deep Senſe of his pre- 
ſent miſery und:r bard bondage, the impe- 
tucuſneſs of in-aweiling Carraption, and Vi- 
elent Temptations, which make every Day 
of his Life @ bloody Warfare; ſo that hts 
Soul almoſt chooſeth Straugling and Death 
rather than Life >, he loaths it, he would not 
live always at ſuch diſtance from the bleſſea 
God, in ſuch inceſſant and dangerous con- 
fiifts with world Fleſh and Devil for a thou 
ſand Worlds, ſo far as be s willing under 
the Tears and tediouſneſs, the Conflifts ana 
Dangers of this Mortal Life by way of 
pure. Compliance with the will of Goa, he 
really judgeth the greateſt aff of Self- denial 
that he is capable of performing. 

(6) To ſweeten 4 Life ſo much in the 
Gall of - Bitterneſs and Bonds of Iniquity, 
he makes it his Buſineſs to be much with 
God throu:h an Almighty Redeemer, and 
much in the Fellowſhip of the Holy-Ghoſt-, 
and this wot only at the ſlated times of 
pablick, private, and ſecret Duties; but eſ- 
pecially of [ecret Duties, where he ſets himſelf 
n0 
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us bounds, but takes all opportunities, which be 
finds bis Heart fit to comply with ; many 
times in company and employment of ani- 
ther Nature, be is weary of forbearitig and 
his Hears reſtleſs till he find room- for fuch, 
retirement :; for he hath found that Life 
and Power, that divine ſolace and ſweetneſs 
in it, with which all the Delights of Senſe. 
are no more worthy to be compared than 4 
Dunghil with the Sun. And oh when Hea- 
ven hath thus come down in Smiles to him, 
and filled him with Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, how often 
hath he leen afraid to make an end of the 
Duty! How often when riſing off his Knees 
hath he fallen down agzin mt willing to 
leave his ſweetneſs and his Fatneſs ſo; 
and ſo doubled the Time of his Duty! 

Thus was his whole Sheet of Paper filled; 
whether there was any thing more written 
of this kind we cannot find: The preſerva- 
tron of this Sheet, ſeems to be an intimation 
of Divine Providence that he ſhou'a be ſhew- 
ed to the world tn thoſe colours that he had 
Liy'd 08 himſelf. 

He lived till the Non-conformiſts had « 
little Smile from the Court, after a Decad 
of Severity and Frowns: And now having 


go# 


The Epiſtle. 


got 4 little Liberty by the' Licences the 
King granted to thoſe of his Station, he took 
the Gale of Opportunity to be more abun- 
dant in the work of the Lord, And that 
in the Age of his full Vigour and Strength : 
Yet even wow ſee he is at leiſure to think of 
Death, and being Poetically ptven, compoſed 
this Dialogue betwixr « Perſon dying, and 
Death : Thus prefacing it. 


Oppreſſ'd with Pain I groan'd as one unwiſe, 
Death's horrid Aſpect did my Soul ſurprize; 
This frightful Picture ghaſtly to behold, ph 
Did all his Terror on my Thoughts unfold. 
Ar firſt-confounded, all amaz'd 1 ftands 
But gaining confidence, thus I demand. 

AMeviens, or Perſon Dying. 

Are you that Ring of Terror s, which they ſay, 
Doth conquer Empires and great Kings diſmay 2 
Death. 

The yery ſame Sir, Death both name and thing ; 

My Looks kill ſome ; all die thar feel my Sting. 
Perſon Dying. ; 

Poor Death! your looks ſpeak not your ſtrength 

(bur fear; 

You cannot live, I gueſs (elf. jadg'd you are. 

| | Death. 

And would it not torment the greateſt Powers ? 

My Empire large as Nature, Grace devours, 

. | Perſon Dynip. 

What? that's the reaſon of your hollow __ 
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Ofall the paleneſs on your Cheeks that lies: 
he | You have ſome ſecret Wound, if I gueſs right; 
ok Your vital Blood 1s gone you look ſo white, 
Death. 


7” My vital Blood was Poyſon, and my Sting, 

a Did give me Power and create me King. 

+ Perſon Dying. 

of Your Poyſon who deſtroy'd Chriſt on the Croſs; 
*< Your Sting ? great Jeſus dying caus'd this. loſs. 
ud How came this Palſie in your trembling Hand ? 


For fear of loting Scepter and Command. 

Sceprer ? Poor Death iris a Spade I judge, 

No ſign of Majeſty, but of a Drudge. 

Go dig my Grave, I would repoſe in Duſt, 

bs Death you mui help to ſcower off myRuft ; 
This Mortal Lite will kill me, Welcome Grave ! 
My biddea Life in Chriit is all I have. 
Death do your Office, Heaven calls away, 
Diſſolve my Bonds, my Soul ſhall win the Day; 

7 [ cannot live indeed unleſs I die, 

2 Such is Death's Triumph, ſuch his Viſtory. 


Neither did he forget to think on Heaven, 
upon which he hath beſtowed 4 larger Poem, 
45 alſo, athers pen Faith, Hope, Repentance 
ec. which ſhew the way th.ther. - which poſs 
Z f-bly the Reader may find in ſome other place : 
For he delighted to fetter his Themghts in 
Verſe. And though he hath not ſuch hizh 
flights as ſome may expett, yet there us in 
his Poems the detout Breathings of a Divine 
Poet, be wrote not for the Stage, wir 4 
K*ng Artbur But 
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But that which ſpeaks bis Heart mo to 
have been in Heaven, is not a Poem, 
his ſerious - and Meditations wrote 
in Proſe in the Treatiſe following. God. is 
pleaſed toexerciſe many of his Servants with 
thoughts of Heaven, as it were to prepare 
them for it, immediately before he call them 
toit :-Thus Mr. Bolton was writing de qua- 
ruor noviſſimis, particularly of Heaven, 
when he dyed: Thus the late Reverend Dr. 
Bates had finiſhed his laſt T 9s of ſpirt- 
tual Perfettion, not lons before he bad ex- 
pired, the laſt words of which Book are, En- 
ter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. | 244- 
' ny more might be named + But cuy own Au- 
thor muſt mt be forgotten, who had taken 
much pains to tranſcribe what he had preach- 
ed, and fitted for the Preſs, his Meditations up- 
vn this Subjet: It may be there ate few 
Subjetts more cultivated, and none on which 
ore is to be ſaid. God and Heaven fall 
wnder no Hyperbole:* 4 late Doftor wrote 
at the end of his Friend's Book wpors part 
of the ſame Snbjett. "-  » 8. (00 
W har this to know as we are known ſhou'd 
The Aurhor could not tell, he's gon to lee. 
 »- wwe have ſeen him in his Life, let us now 
fee him at his Death, in and wider the 
| Gripes 
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» « few ſhort and broken Semences, but 
are of - that Weight, that if Reader, 

bow haſt any Senſe of Eternity, thou wild 
_ t0': die like him. Take 4 few of 
When ſhall Il be unburdened of this Ba+ 
ly of Corruption f- Oh Happy Day and 
onged-for'l-. Oh when, Oh when !: Mes 
hinks at 1s very grievous tothink of berg 
urned back-again, and put into the Hands 
pf the World again. (Again) Oh lift me up 
meaning by Prayer) to My longed for {ett 
Again) crying, May not I pray for dillojutt 
poel find no hurt 16 it,good old[Simerr crics 
but, . ' Let. thy Servant depart in peace. 
Another time being iy Pain) 1 could hi}. my 
outh with Complaiats, but. I will be 
Jumb, becauſe thou halt done it. (.4944#) 
Ending by his. deſiring, him to take ſomething 
requentiy that he night gether ftrengthy 
replies, Away,aways lJ3ok not'for ate 
od is. able to raſe me. up; but Þ know 
y Days arc at an end, and my Time is ac- 
:ompliched $1 only: wait for my Lord. .; Oh 
why linger T4olong Come my. Dear Lord! 
ome quickly,-and 3dke og up3o thy' elf, 
E (424m) 


pripes. of his daft Sickneſs, which for wans 


f the Pen of 4 ready writer remain only, 
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(Again) Oh when will the Day of Redemy 
- tion come; When ſhall I have paſtall theſe 


is) 


wearifome Nights, and Days ! (Ages 


be had been under much F aintings and Sink p 
ing, he cries out with Eyes lift up. to Heal, 
ven,Oh where are thy wanted loving-kind-Wl & 
neſles, are thy Bowels ſhut up ! One fend þ 
ing by him, asked him if he ſpake it. as 10 j1 
bis Souls concern? He anſwered, Oh no, 'IB 1, 
ble(s God its ſtate is ſettled. ' another timelll ,, 
baving ſome taſe and refreſhment, he ſaid, 
Thisis not Heaven. One flanding by re-W(: 
plies, 1 hope you will be' willing to tarry with; h 
ws. Oh yes'if God have any more Work forfff 
' me to do,I ſhall thankfully rake the Mercy. 5, 
There were multitudes of theſe ſweet Paſſ pi 


ges leſt by his obſerving one tranſcribe them; 
after which be was much ſilent, * - We 
we have ſeen him die twice over, oucefl 3 
- morally, and now naturally ; let us accompe- 
ny him to bis Grave, and there hear. what 
Charatter a conforming Miniſter gave of hins z 
one ' that knew him. well and intimately, 
and therefore the rather to: be believed. 
- His whole Life way a curious delineation 
of Religion and Learning , ſo Virtuous and 
Spotleſs that Mahiee it(elf might be angry, W;: 
bur had no caule to be-fo with him : His 
Labs IS £5 + alc 1 Repu- 
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Reputation as invulnerable as the Air, his 4 
unexathpled. Goodneſs 'might juſtly ſtile 
him a Match for Aatiquity in its greateſt 
Purity and Severity. £l/ peſt by his nate: 
ral Conſtitation, his ſolid: Fudgment, his Af- 
fettions,\ and the | Faithful Treaſary of his 
Memory. I'll ſay nothing of his Quick and 
Heppy Fancy, the frivitful Store-houſe of hal- 
lowed and ſublime Notions; Tet' 1 can't but 
make mention of his Gravity, which was at- 
ways tonſtant and genuine: He did it dt- 
ſerve this Charater that: Suidas geve Saluft 
the philſopher. mz 1 promperG tr: 7 1gp- 
mow T9722) majors 67; T) Az inipes, 
Sormtime atting the grave Lefturer, ſometimes 
playing the ridiculous Child. He was not in the 
Desk or Palpit demmre. and mighty devout, and 
elſewhere Light, Vain; Frothy and Diſſolute : 
But always compoſed; Serious, and Reverend 
beyond his Age: His Preſence firuck a res" 
wverential Awe into the Perſons he convers 
ſea with, 'and his Deportment was ſo Grace- 
ful and" Majeſtich,, thut 1 well remember 
Time was, when theſe words; Here tomes 
Ar, Cooper, would charm a rude Society in- 
to. civil oraer, and compoſe lend Perſons in- 
to an handſome.decorumsy his Aﬀability was 
endid and Generow, his Language Free 
'E 3 and 
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as aſſert him to be a general acrompliſht 
 Scbolar, me common Linguiſt, a ſmars Diſpu- 
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hes 
meaſure. of the good things of this Life, 
arm = of | the things of | another | Life be 
was oftenliberal beyond bis frength;, his Hu- 
wility had Sanght him to ſpeak evil of w 
Alan, and his Loyalty to enjoin Subjetts to 
obedience, avd ts huſb into Silence whate- 
ver did detraf# from, or tend to the defa- 
ming of Dignity z the contempt of the World 
Was ery: conſpicuous in this holy Man. A- 
gar's Projer found ſweet entertainment 
in bis Soul, deſiring to be a Stranger on the 
Earth like the kingly Prophet, and as a ve- 
fined. Saint, always accounted himſelf to be 
in 4: State of Baniſbment while in & ftate 
of Mortality 3, his Studies and Learning were 
wnwearitd, and wvenerable, and 1 dare thai. 
lenge the world to give me the Lye, white 
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tant, 4 judicious Philoſopher, and an expe- 
rienced goaly Divize. If 1 ſay nothing, his 
printed Sermons, his Legis leptimentum, 
his noble attempts in three Works that muſt 
now be buried in the ſame Womb that con- 
ceived. them, and his conſtant generous de- 
ſigns for the publick good, ſpeak more in fi- 
lence 
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tence, thin 7 can wtter wah the higheſt 
pitch of my Invention 3 his ſingular Plery 
Aid” diſperſe its Rays to all that beheld hive, 
being like ſatred | Fire 97 @ keov WY 
Faprciulo a, warming, refreſbins, quickewi) 
all about i, and pal in © 2) the Hike -- -. 
Zeal for God and Goodneſs, he had in him- | 
felf, witneſs this Legacy he left to me. 
fa- Study God (ſays he) aud flndy your ſelf cloſe- 
rid ty, and ww Holineſs. mare than Leayning 
{vr both together make an happy Con _ 
ent ftirntion) And when 1 was a Boy, be ſure * 
the whatever Precepts dropt from his ſacred Lips, : 
re-W 7 had this for one, Dilce Chriſtum aut 'ni- < of 
be hil, learn Chriſt of notþjng , .of whom 1 muſt bY 
are needs tell the world, that if ever 1 behold 
ere -the bliſsful Face of God in Glory, next n0* 
al- the ſacred Trinity, # think 1 may ſay 1 owe it 
He WW to his Godly Conncel and Society. Should 1, 
br tell you his compaſſion to Souls, his Heroith , 
Pts. Spirit, his T, ruſt in Providence, his Delight 
pe in Meditation and Thankſgiving, and af all 
vis i his, beavenly, endowments} (hould raiſe 4 
m, MW ork ro Vrebbble Fame ' and” aſton'ſh Praiſe: 
For his minifterial Labonys. 1 appeal #6: this: 
People, how earneft, how importunate. how | tus, 
ſtant in ſeaſon and' out of "Srafiht' he hagh- 
been "with them, to convert” them" to 4 fats" 
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Grace, and to bring them to « eving © 
> Maio, of Feſus Chriſl, Let Ef Con-i 
ſciences ſpeak what great things be hath 
done for your Souls. You alone my Friends 0 
this place hve the \ greareſ loſs z your watch- 
mas 5 gone, your Glory's departed : How well 
now may yow be termed Deſolation Come, 
come with me, here paint the Charatters of 
Woe: Here pay your Tribute to the dead : 
Here make return of thoſe Sighs, and Tears, 
your holy Paſſion hath abundantly laid ont 
* for you! Engrave his Dottrin upon your 
Hearts , and though he's gone,” be ſtill inti- 
mate with bis Godh Counſels and hearty Ad- 
vice, and while you have Childrens Children 
to perpetuate his Memory, let mot his 
Name, his precqous Name, 'be buried in Obli- 
VIOW, ' 
And thus having laid him in his Grave, 
let usread his Epitaph made by the ſagze 
- Hand, 


Epitaphium Fe Cooper qui oblit _ 
' Anno Atatis 41. 169p. j640- 


Here lye's a Saint calf'd tence to company; 
Witch chanting Quires and winged Hierarchy, 
paper's Name, Ambaſſadour Divine, Jl... | 
Natare's great Torch, and Learning's Magazines 
| The 
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HOUGH all Men, by an Innate Appe- 
tite, do delire Blefſednefſs, and have that 
before them as their * Ultimate End, in * 
ſome kind of general, undiſtin&t, and con- 

as'd Intention : Yet,aapoſible it is for any Man, 

ver to enjoy Bleſſedn nd to have it in fall Frui- 
ion, if not Guided thereunto by a Light from Heaven, 

[rue Happineſs is not to be diſcerned by Nature's Dim 

ye, Though it be a Tree of Life, yet the Fruit 

hereof grows fo High, that Natures Hani can never 
each it. As the Sun, that glorions Eye of the 

Vorld, is not to be Seen, but by it's own proper 

ightz; Ten Thouſand Torches, though Lighted up, 

nd uniting All their Beams in One Flame, cannot 
hew us the Sun : So, it is not all the Natural Re+- 
on in the World, though Clarified, and Improved to 
te utmoſt Reach of all Humane Underſtanding, that 
an bring us to any Saving Acquaintance with Got, 
xs our Happinels and Reward, without fome bright, 
hining Beam of Divine Revelation, from Himtelf, 


* Vivere Ormes beate volunt : ſed 1d Perridendum 
nid ſit quod Beatam Vitam efficiam, Caligant, Sen. 
ig VIt. Beat, Cap, 1. pag. 627. , 
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Nature may ſhew Men, ſome Dark, and Cloudy Dil: 
coverics of Happineſs, at a diſtance ; juſt as that Blind 
Perſon, wha, when his Sight began to return, fa 
Men walking like Trees : But, to give Men, a Clea 
Proſpe&t of this Fruitful Land, and, to Dire&t them 
ſufficiently in their Way thither, T his Nature can nc 
more do, than aStar, of the leaſt Magnitude, can 
make Day in the World. Happineſs is, indeed, the 
Harbour, for which, We are all Eound ;, but, we 
ſhall certainly Loſe ourſelves, and, Miſerably mak 
Ship-wreck by the way, if ever we put to Sea, with 
out T our Card and Compaſs of Wiidom from above, 
to help us in Steering a right Courſe, towards this 
wiſhed Shore. There is nothing that can ever lead us 
to God, as our End, but, that which comes from God, 
as the Beginning of our Strength, in the Saving Know- 
*Tedge of onr chicfeſt G In every Man, there 
are Two Prime Faculties , nderitandmg, capable 
of more Truth ; and, a Will, defirous of more Good, 
than what the univerſal Confluence of all Created 
Brings, can poſlibly afford : God therefore, who is 
the Firſt Truth, and the Chiefeſt Cood, muſt firſt 
Enlighten the Underſtanding, with the Saving Know- 
ledge of Himſelf, before ever the Wilt can teh how to 
Move Regularly towards Him, as her Center, or 
Enjoy Hun, for her full Sati>faion. He mult Guide 
the Soul by his Counſel, on Earth, or elſe, ſhe can 
never come to Heavenly Glory. [ Pal. 73. 24 ] We 
are ſure to lye down in Darkneſs, and, to Dye in the 
Wilderneſs of our own Folly, it the Lord direct us 
not, as by a Piltar of Fire, through the Night, and 
Tliick Darkneſs of all” our. Ignorance, into the Hea- 
venly Ca:24n of true Happinels. There is no Propor- 
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ton betwixt a Natural Eye, and a Supernatural Hap- 
ines 3 and fo, no poſhbility that ſuch an Object 
honld be ſeen by ſach an Organ. The , wy God 
hath Ordained Man, to a far more Noble End, than 
hat his Nataral Faculties can either Mcrit for him, 
dr, Diſcover to him. That Glorious and Ultimate 
nd, in the Ac1uiſlition whereof, and not otherwiſe, 
he Heart of Man can reſt Satisfied, it's as far above 
he Reach, of our moſt Soaring, and Subliwated 
Thoughts, as it is, for Worth and Excellency, beyond 
ll our Deſerts. Since the Infernal Raver, pick'd out 
he Eyes of our Underſtanding, with a Splinter of the 
Tree of Knowledge, of Good and Ewil, we have all, 
ike the S9domites, been Groping in the Dark, for the 
Tree of Life > { Dewut. 32. 32. } But, ſhould never 
ave been able, to Diſtingmſh 7r, from the Vine of . 
Fodom, all whoſe Grapes, are Grapes of Gall, and Clu- 
ters Bitter, had not Go4 himſelf, given us a Taſte 
hereof, from Heaven, by the Hand of Chriſt. The 
Patrons of Univerſal Grace, (TI confeſs) would turn 
he whole World into an Eden, and, have the Tree of 
.ife to be found in every Garden, as well, as in the 
"aradife of God : But, the Vonity of that Opinion, 
s Written in Legible CharaRers, upon that confuſed 

haos, that heap and crowd of Contradictions, about 
'e Summum Bonum ;, in the Ruines whereof, the 
voſt improved Reaſons cf the Heathen Pluiloſophers, 
nd the moſt raiſed Wiſdom of the World's Learned 
iwes, lyes Buried to this Day. *I was the common 
im of all the Philoſophers, ( as 1 Azft:n hath Obſer- 
ed ) of all the Heathen Sages, by Seeking, Studying, 
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en4o, ſludendo, diſputando, vivendo, Beatitudinem ap- 


ehindzre, Aug. Tom, 6. Trait de Epicar. et Stoic. 
ap. 4. 
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Diſpating, and Living to find out, and lay hofd upon 
Happineis : Pur yet, fo Dreadful were their Milap 
preher:fions about it, and the Means conducing there. 
to, that ( if Yarro may be Credited, or * Auftin after 
him ) they Diſputed themſclves into no leſs than Twyg 
Hundred, Eightv and Eight Sets ; ſome placing Hap 
pinels in eh4s thing, and ſome in that, according t 

their ſeveral Inclinations, Fumuurs, and Conditions 

together with the ditterent Projects they had to drive 
on in the World. So thae there is no Poflibility © 

fading out the way to Trae Happineſs at Arhens, a 
monegtit the Philoſophers, who ſought it only by Human 
Reaſon ; but, in Jer»/alem, amongit the hers and 
Apoſtles, Men, inſpired with Divine Wiſdom fron 
Heaven ; they will tell us the Truth, That our Happi 

neſs ſtands not in the Quint-Eiſence of Any, nor in the 
general ColleCtion of All, Created Good Things; but 

zn the having of the Lor4l JEHOVAH for our 
Porticn, and, our exceeding great Reward, 


MEN may Fancy much Iappinels, where Garnery 
are Foll, affording a!l manner ot Store 3 where thci 
Flocks are Fruitful,” and their Oxen are Strerg to 
I .abor ; where there is 10 Ereaking in, nor Complain 
ing in thcir Streets ; But, David, a Man after God' 
own Heart, - by an holy Epanontheſis, Contradi& 
that groſs Miſtake, { P/al. 144. 15. ] and ſtands like 
a Beacon upon an Hil!, to give Aim at rhe Mark 
True Blefſcdneſs ; pronoun. ing thit People alone t 
be Bappy, whole God is the Lord. Let Men diy 
i1to the bottom of Nature's S-a, Vet they will be ab 
to brivg up from thence, nothing but Hands full 
Sand and Gravel ; this Ore Pearl of Great Price, 1 
no where Evgendred jn the Bowels of the Eartt 
When the Enquiry was ; Where ſhall Wiſdom be found! 


—— 


* il, de Civit. Dei. Lib. 19. Cap. 6. 
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tothe READER. Vs 
and, Where is the place of Underſtanting ? - The Depth 
aid, It is not in me ;, and the Sea ſaid, It is not with 
me. [ Job, 28. 13, 14. ] So, if the like Enquiry be 
made after. True Happineſs, both Sea and Land, both 
the Riches of the Earth, and the hidden Treaſures of 
the Deep, muſt needs fay, Ir is not in trem. A Man 
having Cliontes and Scepters, and Bags of Gold under 
his Feet, may ſeen to ſtand vpon a little higher 
Ground than' his Neighbours : But, for all that, 
if God in Chriſt be not his Portion, he is not one 
Cubit higher in the Stature of true. Bleſſednels. The 
Truth is, we are all ready, as Samuel, in the caſe of 
David, .to miſtake the Bleſſed” Man, and to fct the 
Crowh ef Happineſs upon their Heads, for whom, 
God never intendel is; as Samuel ovet look'd little 
David, and would fain have Anointed El:ab King, be- 
cauſe ſo goodly a Perſonage : But, we mult not 
Meaſure Happineſs oy Worldly Things 5 nor pro- 
nounce them Heirs of Heaven and Glory, who have 
the faireſt Portion of Exrth, and Earthly Enjoyments. 


The Pen-Men of Holy <Scripture, when-ever they go 
about to Decipher a Bleſſed Man, they never do it 


his Outward Condition, but by his Inward Qualife 
cation z not by his Large Purchaſes, but by his Holy 
PraQices ; not by what he hath in Poſleſhion for this 
Life, but by what he hath in Reverſion after Death, 
Hence it is, that you ſhall never heat any ſuch Words 
fill from their Mouthes, as to ſay; Bleſſed are they 
that are Rich. Bleſſed are they that are Mighty. 
Blefſed are they that axe Honoured before Men. Blef- 
{ed are they that have Gorgeous Apparel, and Fare 
Deliciouſly every day. But, Bleſſed are they, whoſe 
Sins are Forgiven them. ( Plal. 31. 1, 2. ] Bleſſed 
are they that Walk in the Law of the Lord. Bleſſed are 
they that Mourn, { Mat. 5. 3.----11. ] Blefſed are 
they that Hunger and Thir#t for Righteouſneſs Sake. 
Bleſſed are the Pure in _— for they ſhall ſee Gad. 
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A Man may have many Bleſſings, and yet not be 
Bleſs'd. And again, he may lye under matty Miſe- 
ries, and yet not be Miſerable. Have all the Blet- 
fings in the World, yet without God, thy Condition 
is Miſerable : Have all the Miſeries that the World 
can inflict, yet ſtill, it God be thy Portion, thou art 
perfetly Bleſſed. *Tis not what Men bave, but what 
they zre;, not what is their Preſent 3nd Temporal, 
but what ſhall be their Future, and their Eterral Con- 
dition, that ſpeaks them to be either complcatly Mite- 
rable, or truly Bleſſed. 


T HIS Enſuing Treatiſe have I, thereforg, Com- 
poſed, on purpole to beget, both in my own, and 
others Hearts, more ſerious, fixed Thoughts of our 
Eternal Condition, And, as you will find that in it, 
which may be as a flaming, fiery Sword, turning my 
way, to keep Men from having any thing to do wi 
the Forbidden Fruit of Sin : So it may be for a 7a- 
eob's Ladder to the Righteons, whereby Ycaling the 
Walls of the New Jerx/alem, as in an Holy Storm, 
they may come to eat at tength of the Tree of Life, 
which is in the midft of the Paradiſe of God. Daurft 
I compare this Treatife with the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, I might tell you, there is laid up in it, both an 
Aaror's Rod, and a Pot of Mmah : There is fome- 
thing of Hell's Horrour diſcover'd, to Afﬀright Men 
our of their Ungodly Courſes ; and a Ghwmpſe of | 
Heaven's Glory, ſich as it is, to Decoy them into a 
I ite of ferivus, practical Holin&s. Every Man is ci- 
ther of God, by Regeneration, living a Life of Faith, 
and going to Heaven : Or, of Satan, by Corruption, 
living a life of Senſe, and running on in a ſwift Career 
to lell, This Diſcourſe have I ſuited tro both Condi- 
tions, endeavouring to ſhew you, ( according to the 
finalt Tatent, wherewith the Lord hath entruſted me ) 
That it there be any Fire in Hell, the Wicked _ 
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Everlaſtingly be Tormented in it ; and if there be 
any Glory in Heaven, God's People ſhall for Ever be 
rowned with it. When Zainglinzs at any time, like 
a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder, was Rattling proud, 
and hard-hearted Sinners, he would often, like a Bar- 
abas, a Son of Conſolation, let fall ſome Beam of 
,omfort upon the poor, trembling Soul : Bone Chri- 
iane, hec nibil aa te! Whatever Terrour is here 
poken, will fall heavy upon none, but the Wicked, 
yho. walk according, to their own Hearts Luſts : 
here is a Vein of Comfort laid in to Refreſh God's 
People ; the whole Diſcourſe is a River of Life, ſend- 
g out, ( tho through an Earthen Pipe ) thoſe Streams, 
hich may well make Glad every Gracious Heart, 
ell, I have herein Deciphered *to deter from Sin, 
hen Men ſhall fear the Vengeance of Eternal Fire, 
hich will follow after. Heaven, I have alſo, in ſome 
eaſure Deſcribed, to work Joy in Well doing, when 
od's People ſhall fix their Eyes upon that far more 
xceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, to which it 
eads, He that by patient continuance in Well-doing, 
eeks for Glory, Honour, and Immortality, may turn 
and read of Heaven ; how Bleſſed he is like to be, 
when God ſhall Crown him with Life Everlaſtin 
e that hardens his Heart in a Courſe of Ungpdli 
et him turn and read of Kell, how dreadfully Mifera- 
dle he is ſure to be, when he ſhall be Puniſhed both 
oul 'and Body from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
rom the Glory of his Power. 
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THE * EpigrammatsF#t mould have the Silver Axe 
df Juſtice carried before the Magi(trate, to Proclaim, 
'f thou be an Offender, let not the Sivver Flatrer thee ;, 
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but if an Innocent, let not the Axe Fright thee, | te- 
ſtify the ſame, to every one that ſhall Read the Words 
of this Book, if thou be an Impenitent, Ungadly Sin- 
ner, let not the Glory diſcourſed of, Flatter thee, 
fince Wrath and Hell are thy Portion : But if thau 
be a Child of God, let not the Flames and Miſery 
that abide Ungodly Men, Afﬀright thee, for there 1s 
a Crown of Righteouſnels, there is a Kingdom of E- 
ternal Glory, that will, after all preſent Troubles, fall 
to thy ſhare. Truth is, what ever Diſcourſes we can 
make of this kind, have neither Thunder enough in 
them to Awaken us, nor yet Glory enough to Attract 
our Eyes, to the due Beholding of thoſe Eternal Con- 
cernments, which Go4 hath ſet before us. Men are 
generally as Careleſs in Religious Aﬀairs, as if Hell 
were but a Melanchulick Dream, and Heaven a Devout 
Fancy ; as if tliere were no Horrour in the one to 
Afﬀright them, nor any Glory in the other to Engage 
their Thoughts, and Attrat their Deſires. Moſt 
Men are  Infatuated, with the Painted Beauty of 
this Earthly Jezabel, the World, that they can let out 
their Aﬀections upon nothing elſe : They (et up their 
Reſt here, building Tabernacles below, never caring 
for that Building which is of God, Eternal in the 
Heavers. How many Thouſands doth the World 
carry Captives at her Wheels, fo ſtrangely Tyrani- 
zivg over fond Mortals Aﬀections, that they can nei- 
ther Spirare, nor Sperare Cweleſtia, no more Hope 
for, than Breath after. Eternal Enjoyments ? *lis 
Storied of the Dake of Alva, That being ask'd by 
Henry the Fourth, Whether be had not Obſerved the 
Eccligſes ? He anſwered the King, No: 1 have 
much to do uron Earth, that I have no leiſure to look 
up to Heaven, Thus, the Generality of Men have 
ſo much to do ppon Earth, and are ſo deeply engaged 
in thr Secular Aﬀairs, that they have no leiſure to 
ſpend their Thoughts upon Heaven and it's Glory. 
Lattantin 
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Laft antius, * will have thoſe guilty oft Degrading 
themſelves into the Shapes of Brutes, and unworthy 
the Names of Men, who lye Grovelling here below, 
never fixing their T houghts on Eternal ernments, 
nor ſetting their Aﬀe&tions on Things above. And 
yet how are Multitudes every where Grovelling in 
the Duſt of Earthly Vanities, never ſending up a Look, 
a Deſire, a Thought, no, nor ſo much as one H 
Groan after Heaven ! Natural Bodies, they follow 
the tendency of that Element which is Predominant 
in them ; a Stone moves down-ward, ic would be at 
the Center : Thus thoſe, in whom the Love of the 
World is Predominant, they cannot but move Down- 
ward, the Earth is their Center, and that they will 
make towards, let come of Heaven and wag. what 
will come ! Poſlibly, whilſt Religion is in Credit, 
and the way to Heaven lyes through the Fortunate 
I{lands, the Arabia Felix, or through the Golden 
Streams of the Lydian Pattolius, theſe Men may have 
their Faces that way, and ſcem to Steer their Courſe, 
Heaven-ward : But, if once Religion be under Hatch- 
es in the World ; it once a Life of ſerious, Scripture 
Holineſs be counted Faction, and all things are art 
ſuch a paſs, that there is no petting to Canaer, but 
through a Barren Wilderneſs; no coming at the fair 
Havens of True Happineſs, but through the Straits of 
Poverty, Reproach, and Affliction ; they have Wit 
enough ( ſuch as it is) to ſet Sails for another Wind, 
and will think Heaven it ſelf, for a Golden-Mine, a 
very eaſy Morgage. Many there be, who, whilſt 
Religion walks in Stately Equizage, Will be Reteiners 


* Hine utique Greci av3gorey appellarunt, quod ſur- 
ſum ſpectet. Ipſi ergo ſibi renumciant, ſeque Hominum 
Nomine abdicant qui non Surſum aſpiciunt fed deorſum. 
L act. lib. 2, Inſtit, Cap. 1. Þ. 149. 
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toher : Bur, ifat any time the Watch-men Wonnd 
her, and the Keepers of the Walls take away her Veil, 
you may preſently ſee them very Shy of, if not Aſha- 
med, to wear fo much as her Livery, What * Clemens 
ſaith of a certain Friend, That he was not his, but his 
Riches Kinſm&1 + This is true of many Profeſſors, 
who, if Religion had not Riches in her Left-hand, 
would never pretend neither Kindneſs, or Kin to her, 
Soch Men who thus deſign their own Profit, Honour, 
and Promotion in the World, by that pitiful Religion 
which they have, they are juſt like the Lapis Chelido- 
nixs, Which ( fay Naturaliſts) will retain it's Virtue 
no longer than whilſt you keep it inclos'd in Gold. 
The Upper Springs of Grace and Glory, which God 
always gives in Dowry with his Daughter Achſah, 
True Godlineſs, cannot make a Worldly Heart fall 
in Love with Her ; unleſs God will give him the Ne- 
ther Springs alſo, ſuch as Riches, Honours, and carth- 
ly Poſſeſfions, he will never be brought to Match with 
. her; nor is the Match ever made fo ſure vpon this 
Account, but if at any time God dry up theſe Nether 
Springs, now the Stream of this Muck Worm's Aﬀe- 
Ctions, will wholly fzil, ſuch a Naþal, will God's own 
Daughter, ( Relig:or I mean ) find him, that he will be 
ſure to turn her vpon her Father, not forbearing ( fo 
much as one Night) to thruſt her out of Doors, 
When the Ark came into the Houſe of @bed-Edom, 
and they ſaw that it brought a Bleffing upon him and 
his whole Houſe, then every one ( no doubt ) could 


think it worth their Entertainment,: Bur, when 


Judgments attended the Ark of God, almoſt every 
Man thought it a Burden, and by all means would 
turn it off, fo that in ſuch a time, the Ark of God finds 
no Reſt; they ſend it from Garth to Ekron, from Ekron 


* Yuan, an by Inte ey rhe. 


1 


to 
M 
M 
Bi 
D 
w 
ar 
ev 
H 
in 
C 
th 
T 
th 
ar 
M 
H 
ſp 
V 
15 
A 
m 
g1 


TE ew OT Www cows SES TS fs © | 


- g_— 


_— — = Ion, _— WW yer gJ_— BD _ ff TP ws | "> ef 274 * 


- A , 
OF Fett 7 


tothe READER, Xt 
to Askalon, { 1 Sam. 5. ] counting him the Happy 
Man that conld well rid his hands of it. Thus every 
Man will own Religion Proſpering, a Bleſſing Ark : 
But, where is he that will own Religion under Worldty 
Diſadvantages, that will entertain the Ark of Go 
when Perſecuted, when Baniſhed, when Dangerous, 
and Un-doing to thoſe that meddle with it ? How- 
ever the Love of the World do thus eat ont the 
Heart of Religion, with thoſe who have their Portion 
in this World ; yet, certainly it becomes not you, 
Chriſtians, whoſe Treaſure is in Heaven, thus to have 
the Wayes of God in Admiration for Advantage ſake : 
Thus to Morgaye your eternal Inheritance, to keep 
the poor Cottage of an carthly Eftate, wherein you 
are but Tenants at Will. © Their Condition, of all 
Mens, is moſt Miſerable, who go from Heaven to 
Hell : From the Heaven ( 1 mean ) of Wordly Pro- 
ſperity, to the Hell of Endleſs Deſtruftion in the 
World to come. The very Life of every Worldling 
is wrapt op in the Bundle of his outward Enjoyments : 
And therefore not having made ſure of Heaven, they 
muſt needs ( as it was once ſaid to a great Lord ) be 
great Loſers when they Dye. 


AND, ſhall ſuch miſerable Caitives as theſe, Chr:- 
ſtians ! be the Men to Tread out the Way for your 
Feet to Walk in, when every Step, alas ! that they 
take, ſinks as low as Hell ? ve you no other Copy 
to Write after, but that which is Written in Blood £ 
Will no other Path ſerve the turn, but that of Men, 
Selling the Riches of Heaven an4 Glory, for a little 
thick Clay, which inevitably leads to DeſtruRtion ? 
Such an Errour, * though Received by Tradition, is 
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T Verſatque nos CF precipitat Traditus per manus 
Error, alieniſque perimus exemplis. Sen, de vit. Beat. 
Cap. 1, pag. mihi 628, 
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enough to throw you head-long into T opher ; nor can 
ou chuſe but Periſh Eternally, if you will make the 
amples of ſuch Miſers the Rule of your Living. 
Why canrot you ( as #ti Bernard hath it ) ſuffer the 
Wiſe Men of this World, who, like the Serpent, lick 
the Duſt of the Earth, to go Wilcly down to Hell ? 
Is it not better ( as a Divine of ours wittily ) that we 
chooſe to Arrive at Heaven with Tatter'd Sails, than 
to Ruffle towards Hell with Cleopatra's Silken Tack- 
lings ? Let others Admire the Gaudy Tulip, which 
cloſeth with every approaching Night, and cold Blaſt 
that comes, yet Chriſtians, they thould be like the 
Herb. Semper-vivnm, retaining their Verdure, and 
Greeneſs in the hardeſt "Winter, What tho - others 
will not have the Golden n__ of Glory, if not pla- 
ced in the Silver Pictures of Worldly Contentments, 
will you therefore Throw away thofe Apples of Gold, 
becauſe the Silver Pictures of your Secular Enjoyments 
may get a Crack, aud are Broken in pieces ? Hea- 
ven it ſelf 15 a ſufficient Portion ; though you had not 
ſo much as the Crunibs, with poor Lazarss, which fall 
from the Rich Man's Table : how much more, when 
you are ſure of the Barrel of Meal, and that Cruſe of 
Oy!l for your 7aticum, which will never fail, till the 
Famine be over, and you come-to eat Bread, even the 
Bread of Lite, in the Kingdom of God ? Remember 
Chriſtians, you are to || Seek what moſt may corduce 
to the bringing of you to Heaven, not. what is the coim- 
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{tt Sinite ſapientes hujus ſeculs, alia ſapientes et terram 
lingentes, ſapienter deſcendere in Infernum, Bernard 
Ce vit. ſolir. 

If OQueramns guid optime faftum ſit, non quid uſita- 
tiffimum : Et quid nos in poſſeſſione Falicitatis e/Eter ns 
conſtituat, non quid wvulgo veritatis peſſimo interpreti, 
probatum ſir. Sen, de vit. Beat, cap. 2. 
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mon ulage of Earthly Minds ; you iuſt look what 
may belt fit you for your Etepnal Inheritance, not 
what is moſt approved by thoſe, who have neither 
Part nor Lot therein, *Tis Storied of Charles the V. 
That when the Duke of Venice, had ſhewed him his 
ſumptvous Palace and earthly Paradice, inſtead of Ad- 
miring it, he only gave him this Serious and Chri- 
tian Memento ; Hec ſunt que faciunt invites Mort : 
Theſe are the things that make us ſo Defirous to Live 
in the World, and fo Unwilling to. Dye. . The Lord 
ſces good to break his People 1n their Eſtates, with 
Breach upon Breach, that they miy be more willing 
and ready to leave the. World, to get out of their 
earthly Tabernacles, and to be Cloathed upon with 
their Houſe which is from Heaven, They ſhall have 
nothing but Hunger and Thirſt, and fiery Serpents in 
the —— this World, that they may never 
take up their Reſt, till they come to the heavenly Ca- 
244), nor be Satisfied, till they come to fit down to 
the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, where they ſhall 
have a full Meal of Glory. So that though it be no 
Comfort to be Broken in our Eſtates; yet there is 
much Comfort comes in by Broken Eſtates. Though 
Lazarus had no Advantage from his Poverty, becauſe 
that brovght him to the Rich Man's Gate, yet he had 
great and everlaſling Advantage accrewing to hun, 
into the ſweet Repole of Abraham's Bufome. Cod 


. puts the * Gall and Wormmood of Vanity and Vexati- 
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on, of Trouble and Diſappointment, upon the Breſts 
of all our Injoyments here, that we may not have a 
Delight to be always Sucking at them. He makes 
them a Broken Reed, that fearing to be Pierced by 
them, we may not Lean upon the. He ſets them on 
Fire, now and then, like as Abſalom did by Joab's 
Corn Fields, that we may not dare to lye out any 


longer, but may gladly repair to him as our racine | 


as the alone Author of Peace, Reſt, and Happine 
to our Souls. And certainly, when we find fo much 
EFitterneſs in all our Injoyments, we yet think it fo 
good to ſtay here, did we find nothing but Delight 
and Sweetneſs in them, we ſhould never think it good 
to go hence. They that have Feathered their Neſts 
in the World, have no mind ( as One well Obſerves ) 
to be upon the Wing to Fly out of it. With you 
Chriſtians, it mvſt not teſo : Your Emblem ſhould 
be ( ravs iyarolgaurer, if Clemens hit right ) a Ship 
moving towards Heaven, that muſt no where put in 
for Harbour, till at the Shoar of Bleſſed Eternity. 
If others will Flag and Flutter here below, and be 
Intangled with the Bird-lime of Wordly Cares, let 
them : But beſure that you Soar a-loft, getting above 
the Cares of the World, and Flying as with Wings 
like a Dove, to the Windows of the Temple of God, 
in the heavenly Sion. It becomes not you, that are 
the Off-ipring of Heaven, to lyec Grovelling upon the 
Earth : You, that are the Seed of the Woman, it 
ones not you to Content yourſelves with the Ser- 
pent's Food. The Heart of every Chriſtian is the place 
where God, and Chriſt, and ſerious Thoughts of Hea- 
ven ſhould lodge : Let not therefore the World U- 
ſurp upon them ; ſet not your Hearts upon thoſe 
thinzs, which Go4 would have you always to keep 
under your Feet. Remember, Sirs, many might have 
come into the Harbour of Eternal Reſt, with full 
Sails, with Top and Top-Gallant of Divine Pler opho- 
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ry, had they not run the precious Veſſel of their Souls 
on Ground ; had they not ſplit themſelves upon the 
Rock of Worldly Cares. So hard it is to cut our 
way through an importunate Croud of Earthly In- 
cumbrances, into the Kingdom of God. Whenever 
therefore, Chriſtians, the World appears to you in a 
Garment made of Love, ſuſpe& it for a * Dalilah hired 
to Betray you into the hands of your Mortal Enemies, 
the cruel Phils/tines, The Champions could not wrin 

an Apple out of Milos's Hand, by all their Strength ; 
bat a Fair Maid, by Fair Means, got it preſently - 
Thus the Beauty and Smile of the World, it may Foil 
us ſooner than the Strength of the World ; this, if 
we look'not to ourſclves, may eaſily Steal from us 
all the ſweet, delicious Fruits of Heaven and Glory. 
Farth-ſceking is uſually Heaven-lofing : They that 
Trade moſt for the World, do ſeldom Purchaſe that 
One Pearl of great Price. Sicily is fo full of ſweet 
Flowers, ( if Diodorus Siculus my be Credited ) that 
Dogs cannot Hunt there : Sure I am, the ſweet In- 
joyments of this World, may eaſily make us loſe the 
Scent of Heaven. How well Satisfied then ſhould we 
be, to be without theſe things, ſtriving to live above 
them, when we find them fo often, like a ſtrong Re- 
mora, hindring us in our Courle to the Fair Haven of 
Eternal Happineſs ? Of ſome Mountains, Geographers 
Write, That their Tops are above the middle Rezion 
of the Air, and out of the reach of Storms : Thus 
Chriſtians, they {ould leavg this lower Region of the 
World, and live above, would they not be Storm dri- 
ven in their Voyage towards the Holy-Land. || Ana- 
xagoras being Accus'd, as One that Studied not Poli- 
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ticks for his Country's Good ; 1 have ( cry'd he) 4 
great Care of my Country ! pointing at Heaven. Let 
the World, Chriſtians, Accuſe you how it will, beſure 
that yon Study Heaven, that you Meditate Glory, 


that you ſeek with all Care and Diligence the King- 
dom of God. 


OF fo great Conſequence is a due ReſpeRt to Hea- 
ven and Glory, that * Lattantizs denies thoſe to be of 
the True Religion, who (cek them not as their Hap- 

ineſs and Reward : Nor will he grant, That any 
an knows the Power of Virtue, who remains Tgno- 
rant of, not deſiring that Eternal Recompence, w here- 
with the Lord at length will Crown it. However, 
'00 may Learn by this Treatiſe, that it is of wonder- 
ul great Concern to a Chriſtian, in all his Obedience ; 
and therefore, nd ſuch Forbidden Fruit as ſome would 
have it be, but a Tree of Life, planted by Heaven, for 
all God's People to Feed upon. Some, 1 know, have 
Applauded Un-bribed Obedience, withoat eying the 
Reward, by the Emblem of a Lady, with a Water-por 
* in the one Hand, and a Fire brand in the other ; Re- 
folving, to Serve the Lord, though Hellfire were 
Quenched with the Water, and there were no 
Torments to Puniſh her for Sin z; though Parai/e 
were Burnt up with the Fire, and there were no Re- 
ward, no Heaven, no Glory to Crown her for Well- 
doing. How far ſuch Hyperbo/ical Abſtrations are 
Commendible, 1 have ſhetred elfe-where : And muit 
hcre only ſay, That though thz New Nature would 


* Eft enim Deus, qui ſolus potefF honorare virtutcm, 
cujus merces immortalitas ſola eff , quam qui non ap: 
petunt, nec Religionem tenent, Cu; aterna ſubjacet vita : 
profetio neque virtutis vim ſcinnt cujns preminm igng- 
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& like ir felf,- let Goa deal with it how he pleaſe, 
et it's dangerous to Perplex poor, trembling -Con-. 
ciences with thofe Suppoſnions, wherein we have not 
> Whe Spirit of Go4 going before us. This were juſt 
2 Ws if you ſhould ſet a Man to Shoot, and then take a- 
vay the Matk : "Or, as if yon ſhould bid a Man go 

ork in your Field, ard allow him no "ge for his 
ncourazement. Sure I am, that as the Golpelt-de- 
erreth us from Sin, by Arguments for.ned out of Hell 
nd eternal Damnation :- So it incourageth us to.wait 
bpon God in a way of Daty, by Arguments maile out 
df Heaven and Glory. *+* There is nothing more uſyal 
vith the Holy Ghoſt, calling poor Sinners to Repen- 
ance, than to interweave Mcrcies und Judgments, 
roniſes of Heaven that we may not Deipair, and 
hreatnings of | Hell that we may not be Secure, and 
r:fume. Trac it. is, God muſt firſt. be Loved and 
derved for Himſelf : And { he may be, and yet be 
oved for Heavew'too, ſo long as we ſeek no other 
eaven, but what ſtandsin the Full Injoyment of Him- 
!f. There is no ſuch a vaſt Hats, ſuch a pitys x<ruez, 
ach a great Gulf betwixt God's Glor., and man's 
alvation, as ſome do Fancy : The Sacred Oracles 
lo no where ſpeak of ſuch an implacable Errmuty be- 
wixt them, nor any where teach them to ({tand upon 
erms of Oppoſition, fo that he who beholys the one, 
10uld not be capable of cafting an Eye upon the other 
lo. «q Clemiens Alexandrinus will have the great end 


*,* Aid p5ce. wyi Sis Tagaxaions; 3 O1:DÞ nv awngiar 
9p 01:00 1, OgiC OF iy d2may ud; Vas The pb: wins 
AvtFai. » ragd nana ix ablnov av 735 'aMuias dunit- 
:#, Chryſolt. Hom. 6. ad Pop. Antioch. 


T Tia di in 3tmnfiiac, n aid 'ara'mvo; iy +5 G4. 
km, Alzx, Lxdag, Lib. 1. Cap. 13. Pag, 101, 


C g® 


XVit The EPISTLE 
of all Religion and true Piety, to be the Acquiſition 
of an eternal Reſt it the Downy Boſome of God's Love. 
To be fore it doth not Illegitimate any Man's Piety, 
nor Impeach the Truth of his Religion, to make this 
his End in ſerving God, that he may arrive at _—_ 

fo the full Fruition of God in Glory. The Lord, 
a Miracle of Condeſeending Love, doth allow us, in 
Glorifying him, to ſeek our own Glory : And, in 
Serving Him, he gives us leave to eye the Saving of 
our own Souls. Should | tel} you, that in all bis 
Commands, the Lord ſeeks not Himſelf, but you 5 not 
that he may reap any Acceffions of Happineſs and Glo- 
ry by your Obedience, bur that you may carry away 
the whole Crop ; there is a Truth in it, for which 
both Leftantins, and Clemens Alexandrinus will be 
my Vouchees. * The great work which God hath 
contriving from all Eternity, and till hath upon 
the Wheel in the-World, is'to ſave his People from 
their fins, and to bring them to a (tate of endleſs Hap- 
ineſs. So faith Clement. | Therefore God wills his 
te to worſhip and do Homage to him as a Father, 
that keeping on-in the pleaſant Paths of Virtue, and 
divine heavenly Wiſdom, they may come at length to 
Life, and bleſſed Immortality with Himſelf. So La- 
Ftantins, The Lord fets us ro Work in his Vine-yard, 
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n Proprerea igitar coli ſe Deas expetit, et bonoravi ab 2 
homine t:nguam Pater, ut virtutem, ac [apientiam te- 
meat, quiz ſola immortalitatem parit., Nam gus Dean 
honor av?rit., bec afficietur, Prem, ut fot aternum bea- 
tus, fit que apud Dewum, «t cum Deo ſemper, LaR. de 
vit, beat, cap.” 5. pag, 666, | 
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hat he may give us the Reward of eternal Glory, no 
hat any Revenues of further Felicity may be brough 
nto the Exchequer of Heaven for him, by our work- 
ngs. The Lord knows how Dead we are Naturally 
o the things which concern our eternal Peace : And 
herefore doth he tempt our deſires as it were with the 
enders of Glory, Honour and Immottality, that be 
ray bring us to chuſe the way of Life, 


AND, O how Serjous ſhould this make us in the 
udy of Holine(s ! how willing to ſp:nd and be ſpent 
n the Work of the Lord, when fo ſure that all the 
ines of Obedience which we draw, fhall center in 
appineſs ! t4 Ouintilian is of Upinion, That though 
n it ſelf Ambition" be a Foul Vice, yet it begers as the 
Df-ſpring thereof, many a Reautifal and Amiable Vir- 
ue. Sure am, there is 'an holy Ambition, a Delire 
o be Great in the Kingdom of God, to fit High in 
lory, that, if deeply rooted in our Hearts, would 
ring forth a moſt virtuous Coo in our Lives, 

king us Men of brave Reſolutions, of high Majeſtick 
dpirits. We ſhould then think it as much below ours. 
elves, to be dabling, like Children, in the Mire of 

orldly Drudgery, and filling our Laps with the Dirr 
pt Earthly Injoyments, as Alexander thought ir 
delow his Princely Grandeur, to be found exerciſing 
t the Olympick Games, When Hormiſdas, that No- 
le Perſian, could not be drawn by a fordid Office in 
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- the Stable, to Revolt from Jeſus Chriſt, yet the King 


. thought, by ſome greater Preferment, to overcome him, * 


and therefore promoting him in his Palace, Jam nega 
Fabri Filium, ſaid he ; Now deny the C apenter's Son , 
. peaking Reproachfully of Chriſt : But ſuch Princi- 
ples of Heroicalneſs, fach a Spirit of Gallantry, did 
.a due. reſpet had to the Recompence of Reward, put 
mto him, that he can Trample with an holy Scorn up- 
on all thoſe Honovrs, when coming to Bribe him out 
.of his Intereſt in Clriſt and Glory. Thus # would 
make. us Scorn the World, and let go all worldly In- 
-Joyments, rather than Deny Chriſt, or do any thing 
gnworthy our Chriſtian Profeſſion, did we but pondey 
,vpon. the Crown prepared for us. He that hath this 
Hope, pareifies himſelf, ( ſaith the Apoſtle Li 3. 3.) 
£ ſpeaking of the Hope of Glory at Chriſt's Appear- 
arce ] 4s he is pure. If any thing there be, which can 
beget in_us a care to walk before God, in all holy 
Converſation.and Godlineſs, *tis certainly the due 
Conſideration of that Eternal Reward that God ſers 


before us. Heart Purity, with a Life of practical + 


Godlinels, that's the Regia is, the King of Heaven's 
High way, which leads to Glory : So that whoever 
hath a due reſpeR to heavenly Glory, deſiring that as 
the Reward of all his Labours, can no more make 
li: he Performances, than a Man who deſires Life, can 
Ft Light by Food and Raiment, with {uch like Com- 
f.rrrs, that are as Oyl to feed thiat Lawp, ©{ As there 
is no pcllibility of arriving at Heaven without Know- 
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« Scientia id preſtat, ut quomodo, et quo pervenien- 
dum ſit, noverimas , virtus ut perveniamas. Alteram 
fine «ltero nihil valet + ex ſcientia emm virtus, ex Vir- 
tre Summan Bonn naſcitur, Lact. Inftir. lid, 3. 
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ledge of the way+: So neither is it poſlible, that we 
ſhould ever nM to Heaven, the way being known 
without walking therein. 'Tis not the Facob's Staff 
of Speculation, but the Jacob's Ladder of a Godly 
Converſation, by which vie muſt Climb the Tree of' 
Life. The School-men have large Diſputes pro and con 
about the Nature of Divinity, Whether it conſift more, 
in Speculation or in Practiſe ? Aquinas makes Theo- 
logiam Speculativam, and Scotus wi'l have it Pratt:- 
cam ;, but indee4 'tis the Complication of both theſe 
that makes a good Chriſtian, whoſe Goſpel Light 
muſt be Animared with a Goſpel Life, and all whoſe 
Knowledge maft Expitiate into Obedience. Theſe 
things if vou know ( ſaith the Lord of Life) happy are 
ye if vou do them. John, 13. 17. Knowledge _y 
be our Pilot to guide us in oar courſe but Practife 
is the Ship in which we muſt Sail to the Shore of erer- 
nal Soul fatisſying Happineſs. Hence the Apoſtle; 
( James, 1. 25. ) pronounces the Praftical Hearer 
Bleſſed, though not for his Deed, yet in his Decd clear- 
iy making Prattiſe the Evidence, tho not the Grouud 
of our Happineſs ;, the Way that leads to a Crown 
of Life, though not the Price whereby we ſhould think 
to purchaſe it. As God is a plentiful Rewarder of 
thyſe that dil:;gently ſeck him, 1o be will be ſought be- 
fore ever the reward of eternal Glory can be had. 
Having therefore our Eyes upon the Star of True Hap- 
pinels, let us keep our Hands to the Helm of Practical 
Holineſs. Cf] He that woald be Bleſſed, deſiring to be 
Wi iſe to Salvation, let him hear the Voice of God , let 


cr —— 


ll ——_ 


D—— 


— — — — 


[t] Qs wilt ſapiens ac beatus efſe, audiat Dei vo- 
cem}, diſcat jujtitiam, humana contemaat \, divina ſu- 
ſcipiat wr Summun iliu{ Bonum ad quad natus et, 
poſſu adipiſe. Lact. 
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XXij The EPISTLE 
him work Righteouſneſs; let him deſpiſe hamane Va- 
nities ; let him enterprize divine Offices z that he may * 
poue at length to the full Enjayment of that Chicfe 
ood, for which ht came into the World. We mult 
quit ovrielves like Men on Earth, or never look to be 
made glerious like the Angels in Heeven, True Hap- 
pineſs 1s a rich Jewel, Lockt up in the Cabinet of 
Heaven, in the Kingdom of God : Holineſs muſt turn 
the Key, or the Door of Bleſſedneſs, the Gates of the 
Heavenly Feru/alem, will never open to us. Keep we 


' therefore our Eyes upon Heaven's Glory, and then 


forbear we to do the Work of Gcd upon Earth if we 
can. It's hope of Gain that makes the diligent Trades- 
man be up ſo early, and fo patient to endure hardſhip : 
por much more ſhould the Hope of gaining not Earth 

ut Heaven, not thoſe Riches which periſh in the uſing, 
but the Riches of eternal Glory, make vs labour to 
be Holy ?- Oh let Carking for this World be expel- 
ted with our Care for Heaven : Let this cat up our 
Hearts with deſire to have the Injoyment of that glori- 
ous Inheritance ! *Tis Fabled of Leobis and Biton 
that their Father having been imploring the greateſt 
Bleſſing frgm the Gods npon theſe his 1wo Suns, the 
hext trorning they were found both Dead in their 
Beds. The greateſt Bleſling that can befall a Child 
of God, is to dye in the Lord, bidding Adieu to this 
vale of Tears, and ſo entring upon his Maſter's Joy. 
The Happine's of God's People doth indeed dawn in 
this 1 ife in the Beauties of Holineſs from the womb of 
the Morning ; but the Noon-tide of their Happineſs, the 
Meridian Light of Glory, doth never ſhine forth upon 
them, till they come to Heaven. Moſt of a Chriſtiari's 
Drink in this Life is Oxyme: : Heaven aloneputs that 
pure Cup of Conlolation into his hand, wherein there 
1s noſour Ingredients. True Bleſſedneſs grows indeed 
upon the Tree of Godlineſs, which hath ms 
% andy | | ang 


to the READER. XX11) 
ſome Bloomings and Bas of Comfort here; bart it 
comes not to it's fall growth till another Life : This 
World is too Cold a Climate to bring it to Ripe- 
neſs; it muſt firſt be tranſplanted into the heavenly 
Canaan,and have the Sunof Righteouſneſs (Lining 
it in full ſtrength, before the bleſſed Fruit of this Tree 
will ever be brought to it's fall Maturity. So that a 
Chriſtian doth not Wirther when plucked up of Death 
as it were by the Roots : but he changes the place of 
his growth, leaving the Wilderneſs. to be Planted in 
Canaan, where the Fruit of Holineſs is now Crowned 
with Life everlaſting, 


COME « then, come all ye that Hunger, that be- 
ing fatisfy'd with this heavenly Food, ye may lay aſide 
your Hunger for ever. This Meat and Drink, which 

50d hath provided in Heaven, is of that Sovercign 
Virtue, that it doth makes the Flind to See, and the 
Deaf to Hear, and the Lame to Leap for Joy, and the 
Fooliſh to know Underſtanding, and the Sick it reſtores 
to Health, and the Dead it makes to Live a life of cnd- 
lefs Glory. Tully would have a Prince fed with Ho- 
nour, and drawn to Heroick Atchievements by the 
defire of Glory and Renown : And I, Mewiſe would 
have God's People to live upon the Glory to come, 
as thar which will draw them to walk ene! of God, 
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I Veniant, qui eſuriunt ; ut celeſts cibo ſaturati, ſemp- 
Hernam famem ponant. Veniant qui ſitiunt , ut aquam 
ſalutarem de perenni Caleſtique Fonte pleniſſimis For 
bus trahant, Hoe cibatu atque poatu Dei, et caci vi- 
debunt, et (urds autient ;, OF muti Loquentur ; & clau- 
ds; ambulabunt ;, & ftudti ſapient 5, & egrots valebum ; 
& mortui revwveſcent, La. de vit, Beat, cap. 27, 
Pag- 732. Edit. Gal # ; 
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XX1V I EPISTLE' 
who hath called them ont of Darkneſs. wto the king- 
dom of his dear Son. Can any Man that ſees Heav- 
en, and knows what it is to be: with the Loid for 
ever, go on 1n a courſe of [enſyal brutiſh living, not res 
garding to prepare himſelf for the Glory to be'reveal- 
ed in him '7 So fweet is the Pleaſure of that cternal 
Light, that if we ſhoyltenjoy the ſame no more than 
" one ſhert hour, yet for this one hour's Happineſs, we 
ought, and that deſervedly, to deſpiſe all the Delights 
ard Fleaſurcs that the univerſal confluence of Worldly 
en;oyments' coatd afford us. © 


TELL me then, if God's People be not well advi* 
ſed, to ſtudy Holineis ? Tell me, if the Wicked he 
not dreadfully Beſotted, to go on in a courſe of Ungod - 
finefs ? Oh tell ite, or yourſelves rather, if the Fleſh 
be not a deadly Enemy, if the World be not & mur- 
therous Traytor, that for the Pleaſures of Sin, which 
are bur fer a ſeaſon, would make us to forfeit ſuch f.l- 
hels of unutterable Joyes at God”s right hand for ever- 
more ? What Man thiat is well in his Wits, conſtder- 
inz theſe things, would delight in the Ple. ſures of 
Death, to log for them the Paradiſe of God ? To 
live a life of {cnſual Pleaſure, or to win the World by 
works of Dar! neſs, what is your Gain poor Mortals, 
if you loſe* the Inheritance of Saints in light ? Re- 
inemher, Heaven is an holy place, into which nothing 
that defiieth, or is unclean can evzr enter ! Queen E- 
{iz.abeth, they lay, obierving once in her Progreſs fone 
PiRures of her (elf, hung up that were mach unlike 
her, cauſed them to be pulled down and burnt Burn- 
ing and eyerlaiting DeſtruQtion in Hell muſt be the end 
of ail thoſe who ſtrive not to become like God in Pu- 
rity anu -Holingels ! Befure therefore that vou be 
f.xind @angcd into his Image: Let every unrighteous 
way be {tune and let Religion be your 73 igy ov, the 

great 
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reat BuſineG of your Lives, would you ever eſcape 
Miſery, and be Crown:d with Glory. - You muſt 
both begin and hold0n in the Spirit, wanld you ever 
cone t- the Spirits of Jaſt Mcn- made: Perfc&, He 
that would have his Holineſs carry his S.vl to Heaven, 
mult be ſure to carry it to the Grave with hin. Per- 
ſeverance, that is the Crowning Grace, and yet few, 
there be, who do Crown thcir good Undertakings with 
Perſeverance, Albeit, that thoſe alone wi contin ie 
in Welk-doing to the end ſhail be Saved ; © Yet ſmall 
is the namber of thoſe, who make nota full' end of 
Well-duing, before ever Sa'vation be oMrained. The 
hands of our Faith and Obedience; like thoſe of IMo/es, 
arc apt to grow weary, and tv hang gown, 1 the liv- 
ing Stone of an eterna lorious Reward, be not pat 
under them, by a du- Reloet had thereunſo : That 
therefore our Bearts may never fail us, nor our Hands 
grow weary in, Welldoing, the Lord allows us to 
have with Moſes an 'Eye-fixed upon the Recompence 
of Life everlaſting, 


— CN 


WHAT then remains, but that we all give dili- 
gence to anſwer the Lord's Bounty, with undaunred 
Perſeverance in a way of Duty, looking carefully to 
ourſelves, that we loſe not the things which we bave 
wrought, but that having finiſhed our Courſe with 
Joy, we may receive a full Reward. He that hols 
the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience ſhall 
be Saved ;- but he that makes Shipwrack of Faith and 
a good Conlcience ſhall be Damned ! Look to it Chri- 
A:ans, exchange not Canaan for Egypr, exchange not 
Heaven for Hel], Oh take beed that you make not Sale 
of a Crown of Life, of a Kingdom that cannot be tha- 
ken, for the Wages of Unrighteouſnels ! 


, NOW 
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NOW may the Lord make this enfuing Diſcourſe 
to you, like a Goldex Spur, to extimulate and provoke 
to Diligence, in the way to Sor. My He cauſe it, 
like ſo mych divine Nepertbe, to expel your ny 
Sorrows, and to fill your Souls with the Oy! of Glad- 
neſs ? May he let you find it as a Pillar of Fire to 
guide __ throagh this Wilderneſs, to the Land of 
Promile ! May he charge it whillt you ſhall medi- 
tate upon it, into the Chariot of Amminidab, that will 
carry your Hearts away into Heaven, enabling you 
-- lay op for younſclyes a Treaſure there ! So Pray- 


Tawrs in the Faith, Love, 
and Service of the Everlaſt- 


yore Gee, far JESUS's 


JOSEPH COOPER, 
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Heavenly Glory, 4 
For the Comfort of 


Sion-Mournezs ©] 


H E B. XI. xxvL 


For he had Reſpef# unto the Recompence of 
the Reward. 
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CHATS 


The Con-Text Cleared, the Text Divided, and 
fs the Terms Explained, with the DotFrine 
- \- Obſerved from the Words, 


INCE firſt the Tree of Knowledge,  decat 
an occaſion of eternal Death to us, Tree 
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of Life «t jelf, hath brought forth almoſt no» 

thing elſe bur Apples of Contention amongſt 

' us, ſome Affirming, That we are ro Merit eternal y 
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by our Obedience, and others, denying the Lawful- 
neſs of having any reſpe& at all to eternal Life in our 
Obedience; though only by way of Lncouragement, 
and ag, the unmgrited, and gratuitous Reward, which 
God hath Freely promiſed to all that Diligently [ek 
bim, Heb. 11. 6. 


BUT as Chr:i# himſelf, the fole Author of eternal 
Life to all that obey kim, was Crucified Setwixt Two 
Thieves, ſothat which T take to be the Trath of God 
1m this caſe, as neither Derogating from the Freenels 
of his Grace, nor yet Patronizing Difingenuity and a 
Mercenary Spirit in Man, why, it lyes inviolate be- 
rwixt theſe ef 3 which are both of them 
Errors of no] a2*rous Conſequeace, than of ma- 
nif-t and Repagnancy. to the unerring Rule 
of Truth, God's holy Word. For though we may 
not have ReſpeR to the purchaſing of eternal Life, by 
our Obedience, yet we may lawfully bave ReſpeR to tle 
Poſſeſſion of it in our Obedience : And though we 
mufi. not make <ter-al Life the fole Ground of Obey- 
ing the Lord, yet we may lawfull\. with Moſes, to 
quicken us in our Obedience, have i{eſpet to the Re- 
co:npence of Reward,is I hope by Divine afliltance, ha- 
ving firſt given your the Dependance, and genuine Senſe 
of them, to make zvod from the Words of my Text. 


FOR the Dependance of the Words, we muſt know 
that if we look upon the general ſtate of this C hapter, 
wherein they have their place of reſidence, we ſþall find it 
" tobe an Apoltolical Abridgment of the Old Teſtament, 
m that part thereof which 15 Hiſtorical, containing a 
Narrationof the Heroical Archievements of thoſe Fa- 
morus Worthies of the Lord, the excellency' of whoſe 
Faith in the many eminent Fruits, and invincible Ope- 
rations xy it, is herein left upon everlaſting - Record, 

as 
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25 that which ſhall be found wnto Praiſe, and Hotionr, 
and Glory at the bleſſed Appearance of Feſus Chrift. 
1 Pet. I. 7. | 


AMONGST theſe Famous Worthier, of whom 
both Men and Women, ovr Apoſtle gives a particular 
Cata'ogue, as of Perſons made Glorious by the unblaſt- 
able Fruits of a lively Faith, ſome have Renowned 
themſelves as Servants attively,, by their dying and 1 


ving to God ; and others have approved themlielves as 


Soldiers paſſively, by their Magnanimous . Suffering 
and Dying tor God : But now Mes, of whom my 
Text is ſpoken, ſtands fully intereſted in borh Con- 
ditions, as having given ſufficient Teſtimony of | his 
Faith, not only by what he did, but allo by what bt 
ſuffered z not only by laying forth his Life in the 
ways of God, but alſo by his readineſs to lay down 
both Riches, and Honours, and Pleaſures, yea, and Life 
it ſelf for the Cauſe of God. For, whereas, whiltt 
yet in his Nor-age, he had the Honour to be called the 
Son of Pharoab's Daughter, yet no ſooner did he come 
to Ape, and arrive at the 'axul of true Wiſdom, but 
ke voluntarilv renounced that Priviledge, though poſ- 
libly it might have proved a Preludium to Royal Hig. 
nity, intitling lin to the Crown and Government of 
all Z£2ypt, ſo great was his Aaition to be found in the 
number, that he might have a Right to all the Privb 
ledges of God's Children. ver. 24- 


WHEREAS he might have lived a Courtier, 
enjoying what Heart cculd with, faring gelicioully e- 
very day, and glutting himſelf with all carnal Pleas 
ſures, that either variety of melodious Sounds, and 
exquiſite Harmony, or gorgeous Apparel, or extremi- 
ty of Luxury could poſhibly atfurd : Yet we find him 
bidding adicu to all thele, and rather chuſing to Joffer 
«1 #* 
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enedeſerved Scorn, R rd Perſecution with the 

People of G ad, rh ond _ thoſe, —— "Plea 
ſaves of Sin for a ſeaſon, v. 25. 


WHEREAS in a word, the whole Land of Egype 
was before him, and likely (for ought 1 know)to enter- 
tain him with the ſway of aRoyal ter, with the Go- 
vernmentof the whole Kingdom, and with an univerfal 
Confluence of all the Happineſs that either Riches, or 
Honours, or the whole 1 reafury of Egypr could fu 
peditate : Yet in the preceding part of this Verſe, 
wherein my Text lyes, the Holy Ghoſt there teſti- 
fies of him, chat he preferred the reproach of Chrift be- 
ore ail this, the very worſt, and that which is moſt 

itter in Chriſt, before the choiceſt Treawures, before 
the very beſt, the moſt ſweet and delightful Enjoy- 
ments in all the Land of Fgypr, eſteeming it his great- 
eft Honour to be diſhonoxred in the World, for the - 
fake of the Lord Jeſus; and the feaſon of all this, 

=o have ſubjoyned in the Words of my Text, ever: 
F «4 he had a Refpeft to the Recompence of the Re- 
a7 


THUS I have it ſhort given you the Dependence 
of the Words and thereby alio given you to under- 
fland, that they are brougkt in as one grand reaſon 
of XMoſes his Obedience and Self-denyal, letting us 
Þlainly know, why Meſes ſhould thus refuſe the great 
dignity of being called the Son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
why he ſhould rather chooſe to ſuffer Affiittion with the 
People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for 4 
ſeaſon > Why he ſhould efteem fo highly of Reproach 
for Chriſt, as to count it greater Riches than the choi- 
ccſt Treaſures in all the Land of Egypt; and the reaſon 
of all this was, becauſe he had Re ef to the Recompence 
of the Reward, which if ſeriouſly conſider'd of, why, 
if 
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For the Comfort of Sion"'s Mourners, &$ 
it will make him take up his Croſs chearfalty, it wilt 
make him follow hard after Chriſt, as well in Ad- 
verſity as in Proſperity ; it wil! make himdo, and ſuf- 
fer, and willing to become any thing, if by any means 
he may attain fuck a tranſcendently glorious R 
a Reward that is nothing leſs than the fall enjoyment 
of God over all, blefſed for ever, in whoſe Preſencs 
there is fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe Right-hand there 
are Pleaſures for evermore, Pal, 16. 11. 


BUT waving the Relative Conſideration of the 
Words, we purpoſe to infiſt upon them as Abſolutely 
Conſidered, and as they are an iatire Propoſition 
of themſelves, and ſo they will preſent us with theſe 
Two Conſtderables following. 


]. A Gracions AR, exerted by Moſes, the Man 
of God, and that we have expreſſed in theſe 
Words ; For he had Reſpef} —— 


IT. A Glorious ObjeR, about which, that AR of 
Aoſes was exerciſed, and that we have expreſſed 
r- _ Words ; ----To the Recompence of the 

ewar 


THESE are the parts of the Text, the Genuine 
ſenſe whereof 1 ſhall give you in the explication of 
the Terms, labouring nov to break the Shell, that ſo 
you may come to that ſweet Kernel of Goſpel-truthy 
which 15 wrapt up, and encloſed therein. | 


FO R he had reſpe&.] In this Phraſe is implyed,that 
wn AR of Moſes, whereby he had reſpe&t to, 
ſtedfaſtly fixing his eye upon, the reco:mwpence of the 
Reward, as matter of ſingular incourageinent tv deny 
himlielt for the Lord's fake, in all tho Riches, 
Honours, and variety of carnal Pleafures, which by 

_ d«diſſeabling 
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diſſembling Conſcience, and continuing a Courtier he 
might- probably haye enjoyed, at leaſt. for a Seaſon. 
The ward '«TtCaws is metaphorical, ſignify- 
wg in this place, to took from one thing to another, 
not with the eye of the Body by any corporeal ſight, 
but with the eye of the Soul by a ſpiricaal Gghe : And 
fo truly ir. doth moſt emphat cally fet forth tie power. 
of "Moſes bis Faith, kilns him to: look from- the. 
things that. are ſeen, to. the things that are not ſeen, 
from things Te: poral to things Eternal, by which 
means he was wonderfully encouraged to Ict- go all 
worl-ily Advantages, ard to ſuffer AtHliction chear- 
fully with the people of God. Afoſes had the whole 
Land of Egyor, together with all the Riches, Glory, 
and Pleaſires thereof before him , which a Carnal 
heart would think might have made him content to 
hve and vie a Courtier : But ſuch was the power of 
Faiih within him, fixing bis heart and mind upon 
things above, upon the Land of Promiſe, the Ceeleitial 
Canaan, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, together with the 
Beatrfical Vidion of God in Eternal Glory, tiat for 
theſ® he can chearfully renounce whatever Riches , 
whatever Honours, whatever. Pleaſures the Land of 
e/£Egypt could pollibly afford him. | 


T.O the Recompence of the Reward. }] That glorious 
Obje&, upon which Afoſes fixing bis eye, did {o' 
chearfally deny himfelf in all his worloly enjoyments, 
you. bave here expreſſed by one word in the Original, 
1Iavodorts, (nifying ſuch a Keward,whereby a Man 
s Reconmpenced. This Recompenſe is diverlly taken, 
according to the Perſons to whom , and work for 
which, it is given. When to a wicked Perſon for an 
evil work, it wtendeth a fearful Revenge, comprizing 
under it [n:/ignation and Wrath , Tribulation and: 
Anguiſh, as that which is due to Sinners upon the 


ifzon of any the 1-aſt Tranigreilion : Bur when, 
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to a Righteous Perſon accepted of God through 
Chriſt, as here in my Text, for a work approved by 
him, then indeed it doth not import any merit or de- 
ſert on Man's part, but abundance of Mercy and 
Grace on God's part, who, though we are unprofita- 
ble Servants, and can merit nothing at his hands, yet 
will not {uffer us to do or endure any thing for his 
ſake, without a moſt tranſcendently great and glorious 
Recompence. 


WHAT that recompence of reward was, upon 
which Moſes fo ſtedfaſtly fixed his eye, is nut here 
I confeſs diſtintly ſet down, but yet we may caſlily 
collect from the carriage of Aoſes, that it was ſome 
higher Honour, ſome better Pleaſure, fume more ex= 
collent and durable Treaſure, than the Land of «Aigypt 
could ever afford him, otheryiſe, making choice of 
theſe, why is it that we find him renouncing thoſe, 
unleſs we ſhould think him to have changed for the 
worſe, when yet we find the Spirit of , in the 
words of my Text,commending his choice? 


'T WAS not then any Tenperal Reward, but an 
Eternal Reward that Afoſes had in his eye. *I'was 
not Earth, but Heaven ; 'twas not the Meat that 
periſheth, but the Meat which will indure to Ever- 
laſting Life ; 'twas not any Momentary Pleaſure laſt- 
ing only for a Seafon, but it was Fulneſs of Joy in 
God's preſence, it was perfet freedom from Sin, it 
was Grace glorified, it was the Beatifical Viſion of 
God in Heaven, together with thoſe Soul-ſatisfying 
Pleaſures that are at his right hand for evermore, to 
which, in all his obedience, we find Aofes fo {hedialt- 
ly looking. 


SO then from the practiſe of Maſes, the Man of 
God, thus fixing his eye iy all his obedience upon 


the 
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the recompence of Reward, and encouraging himſelf 
therewith chearfally to bear the Croſs of Chriit, to 
Mortification, Selt-denyal, and the like wholſome 
ſeverities of Religion, you may obſerve with me this 
point of 


DOCTRINE. 


That God's People for their better encouragement to all 
holy, ſelf-denying, and obediential walking before 
him, they may lawfully have Reſpett to the Recom- 

pence of the Reward. 


WHILST we are denyirg our ſelves, running the 
way of God's Commandments, and doing the work 
which ke hath given us to finiſh here on Earth, 'tis 
no Solaeciſm at all in Chriſtianity, for us to have our 
eye ſtedfaſtly fixed vpon that eternally glorious Re- 
ward, which the Lord hath laid up with himſelf for 
us in the Kingdom of Heaven, We way, lawfully 
walking with God all our life, be encouraged againit 
whatever Difficulties and Perſccutiuns we meet with 
in Heaven's way, to think how ircorruptible the 
Crown is, bow glorious the Kingdom, how unſpeak- 
able' the Joy, how ſecure the Reſt, how endlels the 
Pleaſures, how undefiled the Inheritance, how full, un- 
interruptibles and everlaſtingly ſatisfying, the Com- 
munion with God over all bleiſed for ever is, where- 
of we (hall take Poſſeſlion in the hour of death, 

HOLY Darrel, when praying in the Land of his 
Captivity, he opened his Window, and ſet his face 
towards Jeruſalem: Thus when Praying, when Re- 
penting, when Suffering, and Dying for Chriſt, we 
may lawfully open the Eye of Faith, and ct our faces 
towards the heavenly Jeruſalem, towards the promiſed 
Canaan, towards the Temple of God in Zion, the 


place of our cternally bleſſed, and glorious _ . 
"0 
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'F15S a bold attempt for Men to make reſtritions 
where God himſelf hath made none ; for Men to-fay 
| we muſt not, when God himſelf faith we away in all 
our ©bedience have an eye to the recothpenſe of Ke- 
ward, to the full enjoyment of him in Glory. 


T H E-example of Moſes in this place, doth evince 
devond all exception, that ſome reipet may lawfully 
be had to the recompence of the Reward, at leaſt by 
way of motive and encourage:nent to {tir us up, and 
To quicken us both in doing ant in{f-1ing for th: 
God of Heaven. For this you lee is given in as one 
ſpecial reaſon, Why he refuſed to be calted the Son 
of Pharach's Daughter : Why ke choſe rather to ſuffer 
aſſlittion with the People of God, than to enjoy 14 
pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon : And, why he efteemed 1e 
Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures ® 
e/Egypt, even becauſe he bad a reſpett to the Recom- 
pence of the Rewwd , eſteeming of all the Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures and En oyments of this Wor'd, 
& not worthy to be compared with the Glory thac 
was to be revealed in hin, 


ee On i ie 


AND if Moſes might thus incourage hinſclf to 
indure hardſhip, as a good Souldier of Jeſus Chriit, 
by having an eye fixed upon the recompence of Re- 
ward, upon Glory, Honoar, and Immortality, why 
ſhould it not te lawful for Chrittiars to do the 
ſame ? How &Ean that be unlawful in Chriltiins, 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath left upon eternal record, 
as a matter of high commendation in him ? letns 
not think that the Lord wi'! contemn us for looking 
at that in our Obedience, for which he hath fo highly 
co.rmended his Servant Atojes. Trat which was 1ar- 
4 puted tro him for a Virtue, will never be impur- to 
; us for a Crime : But we allo, as wellas he, may, for 
our better encouragement in all the was of ubcii- 
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ence, have reſj to the recompence of reward, to 
that far more om and eternal weight of Glorye 
The Husbandman can cheerfully undergo the Labour 
and Charges of Sced-time, though many times very 
great, when his cyc is fixed upon the Harveſt. Thus 
to make us chearful in fowing to the Spirit, ,ve may 
lawfully have an eye to the great Harveſt , when 
every one that now foweth Righteouſneſs, ſhall be 
ſure to Reap a fall Crop of Eternal Glory, Gal. 6. 
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The Method laid down, with two introduttory 
Propofitions, for the better under #tanding of 
the Dottrin. 


] N the proſecution of this Heavenly Truth, having 
firſt premiſed ſomething by way of IntroduRion, 
I purpoſe ( armxente Deo ) to obſerve this Method. 


I. I ſhall ſhew you, Whatit is to have reſpeR to 
the Recompence of the Reward. 


I. 1 ſhall endeavour to let you underſtand, How 
you 2re to have ReſpeRt to the Recompence of Re- 
ward. 


II. I ſhall give yergw. Sume Scripture Reaſons , 
proving that you may have reſpec to the recompeuce 


of reward. 


IV. AND laſtly, I ſhall help you to improve this 
Truth, by way of Uſe ad Application, that fo it may 
got 
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not be Unprofitable, but every way Advantageous to 
your Souls. 


BEFORE Icometo theſe things, you muſt give 
me leave 'to premiſe ſomething (/as was hinted.) by 
way of introduQtion, which 1 ſhall wholly comprize 
in theſe two particulars. 


1. THAT we are bound to ſerve the Lord, and 
to walk in all dutiful obedience before him, though 
there were no Heaven, no Glory, nor reward - 
ternal Life to be expetted from him. The obliga- 
tion of our obedience to the Lord Jehovah, ariſeth 
not ſo mach from the promiſe of Eternal Life, an- 
nexed to the Commandment, as from the - authority 
of God's Commanding, 


INDEED, whenever God ſweetens his Precepts 
with Promiſes, crowning our Temporal Obedience 
with -an Eternally Glorious Recompence, this lays 
ns under a ſtronger engagement: But yet if you 

rate betwixt the Precept and the Promiſe, if you 
take away the Reward of Eternal Life, yet all this 
will not diffolve, nor nullify that obligation of O- 
bedience to God, that lies upon us. For impoſlible 
it is, and utterly repugnant to the quality of Ra- 
tional Creatures, as we are, not to be ſubjet ro the 
will of our Creator, and indebted in-all poſſible Q- 
bedience to him that made us. 


SUCH is the tranſcendent Excellency of God, 
that -in himſelf he is infinitely worthy. of all our 
Services, and ſuch is the Sovereignty of over us, 
that though we ſhould ſerve-bim- ten thouſand years 
together, in the moſt holy, ſeraphick, and: heavenl 
manner that ever Saint ow did, yet after f c> 
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this, he might annihilate- us, and yet do us no 
wrong. 


WHATSOFVER we are, whatſoever we have, 
whatſoever we are able to do in this world, the I rd 
1;th more intereſt in it than we have our ſelves, and 
therefore we owe gur ſclves, we owe our enjoyments, 
und ſervices to him; ſo that he may juſtly require 
them gt ovr hands upon anv terms, and we are bound 
ro ſurreder them, thongh he ſhovld never vovchliafe 
t's the leaſt recompence of Reward for ſo doing. 
( a ) Though we mav louk to the Recompence of 
Reward, yet we mult not ſtay there, but muſt look 
teyond it ro God's Clorv, relolving, trat thongh he 
ji} ould never Keward us, yet in Weli-doing we would 
glorify him, 


A Chi!4 is boun| in daty to obey his Parents, 
ihovgh they have no Portion, no Riches, no Inheri- 
tre to beſtow upon him, becaule they are hits Parents: 
Thus Chriſtians, though there were no Heaven, no 
H:ppineF, no reward of Eternal Life for God to be- 
tlouw upon you, Yer doubtlets vou were bound tv 0+ 
her him, even becauſe he is God over ail blefied for 
24.” Wh loch 


{b) FOR ſundry reſpets whatever good works 
we do, or Can do, they are all of them due to God, 


— ——— 


(iv) Nor ramen in premijs non oportet cor {;(tere, ſed 
tera Jpretare ad gloriam tes ,, ut queamvis nulla 
/+ cM propitterextrio, tamen velimus recte facere. 

(b ) Phewibus de caſts in ſolidnm omnia opera neſtra 
bor! ſent debiea degguts ut pojjit ormia exigere, etiam(ſt 
1+ </2:114722 alum dare tile Bern. in Serm. ds Vua- 
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and therefore ( ſaith Bernard) he might require them 
of us, and we accordirply were bound to. perform 
them, though he ſhould never render to us for them 
the reward of Eternal Life 


2. THAT though we thus owe Obedience to Go), 
and are bound to ſerve him, were there no Reward ro 
be expeited, yet ſuch is the infinite condeſcention and 
goodneſs of God, that he hath provided an Eternally 
lorious Reward for all ſuch as walk ſincerely in O- 
| pH before him. He might exa&t Obedience at 
our hands upon terms of abſolute Sovereignty; but 
ſuch is his matchleſs condeſcention, that he only deſires 
it ape Terms of Bounty, and remunerative Good+ 
neſs. 


(cY THE Tord, though in regard of his abſolute 
Sovereignty over us he might, yet ſuch is his re- 
munerative Goodneſs that he will not ſyffer any thing 
which we do for him to go unrewarded, byt will 
certainly Crown it with Eternal Glory. 


AS Chriſt commaniled the broken Meat to be 
gathered up, hot ſuffering the leaſt fragment to be 
loſt ; So the Lord will gather an exa& account of 


Cc) Ouamvis dens qui onnium Conditor eſt et 
dominus pro ſuo in nos jure et impio voluntatis ſue 
precepta ſirpliciter proponere et a nobis obedientiam 
maga authoritate exgiere poſſit, Parr tamen ingenigm 
potrius quam ſeveri et immitis domini, mores imitars 
vult , una Cum praceptis ſuis ampliſſumas omnis 
generis bonorum promiſſiones proponens, quo facilins 4 
nobis obedientiam impetret, qui tot, tamque graves fen- . 
rtimns Remoras que a via ſalutis revocant, Qualther, 
m 1. Johan. 4. 18. Pag. 61. 
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all our Performances, and will never faffer us to1oſe 
fo much as a Prayer, as a Sigh, as a Tear, no nor ſo 
much as a Cup of Cold Water by him, Afar. 10. 24. 
God's People are now indeed, by thoſe that have thetr 
Hope in this Life, counted of all Men moſt miſerable: 
But when Chriſt ſhall] come to be glorified in his 
Saints, and admired ef all thofe that believe, then 
ſhall the Wicked themſelves be convinced, that verily 
there 1s a Reward for the Righiteous, Pſa. 58. 11. 
Wicked Men think it in vain to ſerve Gold ;; they 
can ſee no profit in keeping his Ordinances : but 
however, it we walk uprightly,abounding in the work 
of the Lord, we ſhall find, that our = Fool will not 
be in vain with the Lord, and that in keeping bis 
Commandments, there is great Rewar!, P/at. 19, 11- 
x Cor. Is. 5,8. (4d) will never forget our 
labour of Love, nor ſuffer any good thing that we 
do for him to go unrewarded. 


'TIS ſtoried of Caixs the Emperor, that after 


| he came to þe Emperour, the firſt thing he did was 


to prefer Agrippa, who,for wiſhing bim that Imperial 
Dignity, had fuffered Iapriſonment, to whom he gave 
a Chain of Gold full as heavy as the Chain of Iron, 
which Agrippa had worn in Priſon for his fake: Thus 
to be fure, when the I ord comes to fit upon the 
Throne of his Glory, the firſt thing he will do, ſhall 
be to Reward all thoſe that have done or ſuffered 
any thing for his ſake ; then he ſets upon their Heads 
a Crown of Rightconſneſs, then he puts them in full 
Poſſeſſion of Eternal Glory, then he calls them up 
into Everlaſting Communion with God in Heaven, 


' ſaying ; Come ye Bleſſed of my Father. Mat, 25. 34. 


_ 


(d) Nullum etenim bonum irrentunzeratum dens re- 
linguit. Carthuſian, in Luke 16. 
. Pharaoh's 
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Pharoabl's (e ) Batter may forget the Kindnefs of Foſeph; 
but the Lord will never forget our Labour of Love, 
nor ſuffer any thing that we do for him, to go unre- 
warded. Heb. 6. 10. We havethe Promiſe of Gud, 
who carmot Lie, for onr Security, that if by Patiene 
continuance sn well-doing, we ſeek for Glory, Hononr 

and Immortality, he will certainly Crown us at length 
with Life everlaſting. Rom. 2. 7. 
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CHAP. Il 


The Dottrine explain'd ; ſhewing what it is to 
have a Reſpett to the Recompence of the 


Reward, in Six Particulars. 


I. HESE things premiſed, I come. now to ſhew 

you, What it is to have R in cur Q- 
bedience to the Recompence of Reward : And that 
I ſhall indeavour to do in theſe few Particulars. 


1. STEDF ASTLY to believe, that there 1s 4 
Reward for the Righteous, and that oxr Labour ſhall 
never be in Vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 15. 5. 6. Faith 
is the Eye of the Soal, that gives it a fizht of rhoſe 
eternal good things, which are not ſeen : So thar 
when in our Obedience, we get as it were apon the 
top of Mount P:ſgab, thence taking by the Eye-of 
Faith, a Profpe&t of the Heaverity Canaan, where 
after our weariſom Pilgrimage, we ſhall have an ever- 
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(e) Urcungue homines pattum mercedem detinere 
et negare ſolent : Chriſtns tamen id nec faciet unguam, 
nec facere potefF, Titus 1. 2. Davenznt in Col. C. 3: 
V. 24. Þ. 479. 8 
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laſting glorious Reſt, then we have re/pe&# ro therecour 
pgrce of the Reward. 


MEN may poſſibly diſcourſe of Heaven and Glory, 
telling you to Admiration, how incorruptible the 
Crown 1s, how everlaſting the Joy, and how tranſcend- 
ently Glorious the Happineſs, which Go! hath pro- 
vided for thoſe that Love him : But till they fted- 
faitly believe the Truth of all this, till by Faith they 
can look within the Vail, till by Faith they can An- 
tedate Heaven, and bring down the bright Re- 
fletions of eternal G!ory into their own Hearts, they 
have no reip:& to the Recompence of the Rewar\. 
For how can he have reſpet to Heaven and Glory, 
to eternal Life and Happineſs in the World to come, 
who Believes them not ? 


THE Sun is a Glorious Body, but that's undiſcern- 
able to a Blind Man, who wants an Eye to behold the 
Luſtre and Splendour of it : So thoiigh the Recom- 
pence of Reward be tranſcendently Glorious, and 
ren thouſand rizes more Radiant thin the Sun in it's 
Noon-day brightneſs, yet an Unbeliev-r can have no 
reſpe& to ir, as wanting an Eye of Faith to diſcern all 
this. There is adark Miſt upon Eternity to all Un- 
believers; thev are led by carnal Reaion, and will 
therefore believe no more than what Scnle diſcovers : 
but now Faith, that gives a preſent Subliilence to fu- 
ture Glory, and is the convincing Evidence ofthings 
hoped for, of Heav:n, and eternal Felicity, tough as 
yet wnſcen. Heb. 11. 1, 


SE NSE cannot out-ſee time, nor look beyond the 


Grave ; but Faith gives the Soul a clearer Proſp:& of 


Eternity, and ſhews it under all Afiictions, & far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
So then, when by Faith we can look into another 

World, 


Es. SHIM. 
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World, believing that verily there is a Reward for 
the Righteons , when by Fairh we can affure our 
bearts of the Glory to come, believing that he who 
Sows to the. Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit Reap Life ever- 
laſting, then we have Reſpeft ro the Recompence of the 
Reward. 


2. FIDUCI ALLY to aptly it to our ſelves, as 
that which we believe ſhall be the Recompence where- 
with the Lord will etern:lly Crown us. "Thus Moſes 
whilſt he rcfaſed to bz called the. Son of Pharoah's 
Daughter, eſteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater 
Riches than the Treaſures in Feypt ; doubtleſs he 
looked upon the Lord Je-ovah as his Portion, upen 
the Kingdom of Heaverr as his own Inheritance, upon 
Life, Happinck, and Eternal Glorv, as things pre- 
pared for himſelf, and ſo he had Reſp<&t unto the 
Reco:npence of the Reward. To come unto the Lord 
in ways of Obedience, believing him to be a plentiful 
Rewarder of all that diligertly feck him, 1s fome- 
thing : but when we appropriate God for a Portion 
to our ſelves, ſaying with Thomas, My Lord, and my 
God, and believe him to have prepares for us in par- 
ticular, ſuch Eternally Glorious Things, as eye never 
ſaw, nor ezr heard, nor could the Heart of Man ever 
yet conceive of, then we have ReſpeR indeed to the 
Recompence of the Reward. 


THE Church of Rome, | confeſs, hath Anathe- 
matized all thoſe who urge it upon Believers, as their 
duty to appropriate God, and Chriſt, and eternal 
Glory in tteaven, to their own Souls; and they call 
us by way of Reproach Specialiſts, fur maintaining 
that the ObjeR of ſaving Faith is the ſpecial Mercy 
of God ; Remiſlion of Sins for ine, and Juſtification 
through the Blood of Chriſt for me, ard a Crown of 
Lite laid un for me, and a Kingdoin of Eternal Glory 
| £9) 
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to be expeRted by me in Particular z this they de- 
claim againſt as the firſt-born of all Abfurdities : Bat 
believe it Chriſtians, withont this particutar Appro- 
priation of God and Chriſt, and Eternal Glory to 
our ſelves, our Faith will bring us no more Peace, no 
more Comfort, no more Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, than 
for Lazarus to hear there was Food enough in Dives's 
H when he might not ſo much as taſte of the 
Crumbs that fel] from that Rich Man's Table ! Hager 
had a Well of Water hard by her, but for all that 
ſhe fits weeping, fo long as ſhe ſaw it not : Thus 
Chriſtian, though God and Chriſt and the Kingdom 
of Heaven, with all the Glory thereof lye before 
thee, yet fo ug as thou lookeſt not upon as thy 
Portion, upon Chriſt as thy Saviour, and upon the 
Kingdom cf Heaven as thy Eternal Inheritance, no 
' wonder h thou weep, and go mourning fre 
day to day ! For 'tis only reſpet to God and Chriſt, 
to Heaven and Eternal Glory, as things wherein we 
our ſclves have an Intereſt, that can "eectually com- 

and make us rejoyce with Joy un- 


fort our 
fpeakable,and full of Glory. 


STRIVE we then to look upon Heaven and 
Eternal Glory, as prepared for us in Particular, to 
look upon a Grown of Righteouſneſs as laid np for us, 
and then we have _ indeed to the Recompence 
of the Reward! Though, Chriſtian, thou canſt not 
fay Riches are thine, yet ſee that thou canſt ſay 
Grace and Glory are thine; and that is much better. 
When once the Soul can fay, though now I Sow in 
Tears, yet anon I ſhall Reap in Joy ; though now I 

valk in Sackcloth, yet 1 ſhall ſhortly be cloathed up- 
Mn with the White Robes of eternal Glory ; though 
be how Poor in this World, yet for all that, Iam 
Yich in Faith, and Heir-apparent to the moft glorious 
Kivgdom that ever eye beheld ; though 1 now lie 
| among t 
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amongſt the Pots, mourving like the Doves of the 
Valley, yet, looking towards Heaven, can ſay, above 
yonder Heavens muſt I dwell for ever; above yender 
Heavens hath the Lord prepared for me a Crown of - 

ighteouſneſs, a Manſion of eternal Glory, all ful 
nels of Joy in his Preſence, and unperiſhing Pleaſures 
at his own Right Hand for evermore. When thus, I 
ſay, the Soul can Appropriate the Happigeſs, the 
Glory, and the Royalties of the World to come, to 
it ſelf, then it hath a due reſpeRt to the Recompence 
of the Reward. 


3. SERIOUS LTtoconſfider of Heaven,and Glory, 
and often to be meditating upon them. *Tis not a ſadden 
motion, nor now and then a tranſient thought about. 
eternal Life and Happineſs in another World, that 
will prove a Man to have due reſpe& to the Recom- 

c of the Reward : But there muſt be ferious 
houghts, and fixed Meditations upon them, fo that 
the Mind may be delightfully buſted about, and wholly 
taken up in the ſweet Contemplation of them, Za- 
cheus being a Man of low Stature, could not ſee 
Chrift, but of _ up into _— 
( f) Thus Chriſtians, unleſs you climb up into the 
high Sycamore of Heavenly Meditation , ſeriouſly 
fixing your Thovghts in all your Obedience upon that 
Crown, that Kingdom, that eternal weight of Glory, 
which God hath prepared for thoſe that love him, 
you can never have any due reſpect to the Recoms 
pence of the Reward. 


W HEN God would have Abraham take a view 
of Canaan, he called him up into- the Mountain of 


by Neceſſe eFt igitur in animo frequenter verſare 
celeſtia, nemo enim querit wind de quo non roguat. 
Davenant. in Colof. c. 3. v. 1. Pag. 244. 
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Nebo, to the top of Piſegah: So, would we ever 
take a Proſpet of the Holy Land , the Promiſed 
Canaan, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, as that which muſt 
be the Reward of all our Labours, the way is to go 
up unto the Mountain of Nebo, even to the higheſt 
Piſgah of Heavenly Meditations, Such is the Power 
of Holy Meditation, that it fſefs a Man upon the 
Shoar of Eternity, it carries him with Paul up into 
the Third Heaven, and brings him, notwithitanding 
any flaming Sword of Worldly oppoſition to kcep 
him out, into the Paradiſe of God ; fo that now he 
can ſee the Beauties, taſte the Pleaiures, and clearly 
take a view of the Glories of the World to come. 
Whilſt Stephen was ſtedfaſtly looking towards Hea- 
ven, he ſaw the Glory of God, and Chriſt, ſtanding 
at his Right Fand : Thus Chriſtians, we never get 
fo full a Proſpe&t of God, and Chritt, and Eternal 
Glory, as when we ſeriouſly meditate Heaven, ſted- 
faſtly fixing our thovghts on the World to come: 
We Read of Elijah, that he was carried up to Hea- 
ven in a fiery Chariot: Thus Holy Meditation, it 
wonld carry us above the Clouds, it would give us 
Poſſeſtion of Heaven before we come there, and let us 
in the midſt of all the Glory and Royalties of E- 
ternal Life, as if they were already preſent. Heaven- 
ly thoughts are as ſo many ſteps towards our Eternal 
Reſt : Whzn by theſe therefore we Travel every day 
to the City of God, and delightfully walk therein ; 
when cvery day we take, as 1t were, a turn or two ® 
in Paradiſe , ſcriovfly Meditating Heaven, together 
with the glory that ſhall ſhortly be revealed ir us; 
then we bave Reipe&t indeed to the Recompence of 
the Reward. 


4 EARNESTLY to deſire and long for «t. 
When we ſee ſo much of the Excellency, Worth, ard 
Glory of the World to come, that we groan within 

X ourſelves, 
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—— 


ourſelves, deſiring with all our hearts t6 get out of 
theſe Houſes of Clay, and to be cloathed upon with 
our Houſe which is from Heaven, then we have reſpe&t 
to the Recompence of the Reward, 2. Cor. 5. 
2. When Paul had once been wrapt up into the 
Third Heaven, and ſeen the Paradiſe ot God, his Note 
was ever after, I deſire to be diſſo'/ved and to be with 
Chriſt: Thus the Soul that hath a reſpect to the 
Recompence of the Reward , he hath been in the 
Heavenly Paradiſe, he hath taſted ſome Cluſters of 
Canaan, and therefore he cannot but long for more ; 
he can never be ſoon enough with Chriſt, he can 
never ſoon enough get above the World, and Sin, and 
Temptations ; he can never be ſoon enough with God 
in Glory ; Oh! when ſhall it be? They that have 
the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, cannot chuſe but have 
their eyes always fixed upon the Recompence of the 
Reward, carneltly defiring the time of Harveſt, when 
they ſhall Reap a full Crop of Eternal Happineſs, 
and Glory in the Heavenly Canaan. 


AS Noal's Dove was reſtleſs, finding no place 
whereupon to ſet the ſole of her foor, till ſhe came 
into the Ark ; fo, Chriſtians, if your eyes are rightly 
fixed upon the Recompence of the Reward, you will 
find your ſelves carried out after Heaven and Glory 
in a reſtleſs manner, and will never fit down fatisfy- 
ed, till you come to reſt in the Boſome of God's E- 
ternal Love, Never,Chriſtians,did Rachel more long 
for Children, nor David for the Waters of Bethle- 
hem, nor Abſa'om to ſee the King's Face, than your 
| Souls will long for the glorious Liberty of the Chil- 
dren of God, to be drinking the Waters of Life in 
the Heavenly Paradiſe, and to come to the Beatifical 
Viſion of God in Glory, where you ſhall ſee him Face 
to Face, in caſe you have an eye rightly fixed upon 

the Recompence of the Rewarl ! THE 
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THE Language of every whoſe eye is right! 
fixed upon Heaven and ouiapy is like ns ee 
Job, ſpeaking forth his defires after God, Oh that I 
knew where to find: him, that I might come even to his 
ſeat! Fob 23. 3, Such a Soul is impregnated with 
holy defires and longings after God in Glory, and 
with theſe the Soul travels all the day long, crying 
out with the Church in the Revelations, as in pain to 
be delivered from under the bondage of Sin aud Cor- 
ruption, into Heavenly Glory. 


GIVE the Soul Riches, give it Honours, give it 
all the Pleaſures that can be thought of to raviſh the 
heerc of a Carnal Man, yet having an eye rightly 
fixed upon the Recompence of Reward, in vain ſhall 
you ſeek, by theſe, to bribe it out of its holy deſires, 
and longings after God in Glory. For ſcorning and 
trampling upon them all, as unworthy to come tn 
competition with God, it even breaketh through defire 
after him, and can truly fay of God, with holy David, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? and there is none 
wor Earth that ] defere beſides thee ! Plal. 73. 25. 


'TIS & —_—_— Soul as __ ——_— in 
the time of their Impregnature, who it they fee any 
thing, when they are with Child, that they have a 
mind to, they muſt have it, or elſe they will long 
and dye for it: Thus the Soul, that by Faith bath 
gor a fight of Heavenly Enjoyments ; now the heart 
of ſuch a Soul it is fet upon Heaven, and he muſt have 
Heaven, upon a Crown of Life, and he mult have a 
Crown of Life, upon God and Chriſt, and Eternal 
Glory, and he muſt have them all together, or elſe 
gram what you can) he will long and die un- 


THERE 
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. THERE is fo much of the Beauty, Lovelineſs, 
and Glory 
upon the Recom 


e of Reward,-that now it grows 


impatient of living any longer without him, crying - 


out,.as ſhe did in another caſe; Why are his Chariots 
fo long in coming ? and, Why t the wheels of his 
Chariots? When will my beloved make haſte, and be 
Like a young Roe upon the Monntains of Spices F} When 
will the day break and the (hadows {{v away, that [ 
may ſee my beloved in his Glory * When will be 
come to put an end to thefe days oi Sin and Sorrow, 
that I may reſt for ever in the 3Zolome of his Eternal 
Love ? When will he take me by the hand,and lead 
me out. of the Wilderneſs of this World, into the 
Heavenly Canaan ?. When will be rebuke the Winds 
and the Seas, that will give me no relt in this Tfouble- 


fome World, and ſet me ſafe on the Shoar of Eternal 


Happineſs ? When will he deliver me from this Bod 
of Death, and gather my Soul to the Spirits of 
Men made ol 

theſe Rags of Mortality, and cauſe me to be cloathed 
upon with an Houſe not made with hands, Eterval in 
the Heavens? When will he make me return and 
come to Sion with Songs, and everlaſting Joy upon 
my head ? When will he cauſe me to obtai 
of Joy and Gladnefs with bim, in Eternal Manfions of 
Glory, that Sorrow, and Sin, and Sighing, being 
done away, I may-be with the Lord for ever ? Oh, 
when ſhall I once fee that bleſſed day ! 


NOW, What is it, I beſeech you, after which 
your hearts do thus ſtrongly breathe, thus infatiably 
thirſt, thus impatiently long ? If Riches- will not 
atisty, but you mult have a Treaſure in Heaven ; if 
Worldly Honour will not ſatisfy, but you muſt have 
a Crown. of Rigtiteouſneſs from Chriſt himſelf ,, if 
Carnal Pleaſures will not fatisfy, but you mult have 

a E that 
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of Chriſt revealed ro the Soul, in looking 


et? When will he take from me 


in fulnelſs. 
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24 A Proſpe& of Heavenly Glory, * 
that fulneſs of Joy which is in God's Preſence, and 
thoſe Pleaſuges which are at bis Right Hand for ever- 
more ; if, in a word, the Life that now is, will not 
ſatisfy, but you muſt, though you dye for it, go live 
for ever with Chriſt in Glory ; why then, there is no 
doubt, Chriſtians, but with Aoſes, you have an eye 
to the Recompence of Reward, For then our eye 
is rightly fixed upon the Recompence of Reward , 
when our Souls are carried out in itrong delires after 
God, and Chriſt, and Eternal Glory, as our only 
Happineſs ! 


s. TO be by the conſideration of it, exceedingly en- 
couraged to diligence, and patient waiting upon God, 
3: all the ways of Obedience, that whatſoeutr the Lord 
ſhall call us out to do or ſuffer, we may with chearful- 
neſs undergo it all, This is that, 1 confeſs, which 
fome will not endure,tclliug us that as we are to give, 
looking for nothing again, ſo we are to walk in all 
dutiful Obedjence before God, doing and ſuffering 
whatever he calls us out to, without taking any in- 
couragement at all thereto jrom the Recompence of 
Reward : But certainly the Holy Ghoſt hath given 
us, in Holy Writ, ſaci abundant fatisfaRtion, concern- 
ing the lawfulneſs of taking incouragerent from the 
Rgcompence of Reward, to follow hard after God in 
all the ways of Obedience, that no Chriſtian need 
perplex himſelf upon that account. ( g ) For is not 
this the great delign of God, in making Promiſes of 
Life, Happineſs, ani Eternal Glory to thiiſe that 0- 
bey him, thereby.co incourage us to all dutiful and 
obedient walking before hin, God hath tycd 'our» 
Work and our Wages togeiher, that expeQing to 


(ge) Fuſtitic, operanti dabitur, C YOM. Ie qui ju- 
ſtitiam operetur, fegneſcens oneri laborts ſuccumbat.. 
rceelve 
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receive from him at death, the Wages of (Eternal 
Glory, we might work. the more chearfully for -him 
all our life : And, that we may got look upon the way 
of Daty as tedious, nor | count- his Commandments 
grievous, he hath ſet up a Crown of Life at the end 
of Duty, and aſſured us, That in Keeping his Com- 
mandments there is great Reward, P/al. 19. 11. 


GOD is not fo auſtere a Task-maſter, as to envy 
his People their Comforts in a way of Duty z nor 
will he ever impute it to them, as their ruin, that in 
keeping his Commandments, they had an eye, for 
their own incouragement, to the Recompence of the 
Reward. And truly, if to be inco1raged in a way of 
Obedicnce, by the Recompence of Reward, may be 
conitrued a juſt forfeiture of a Mans ingenuity, as 
{ome would bear us in hand, I fee not ( for my part 
how we ſhall be able to excuſe any 6f God's dear 
Children, no nor our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, but muſt 
confeſs them to have been acted by a {laviſh and 
ſervile Spirit, ( which yet to do, were the firſt-born 
of all horrid Blaſphemies. }) For, though it ſhould 
have been written in Capital Letters,with aPen pluckt 
from the wing of a glorious Seraphim, yet it could 
not have been more plain and legible, than the Holy 
Ghoſt hath already expreſſed it, that the. moſt holy 
of all God's Children, our Bleſſed Redeemer himſelf 
not accepted, had an eye for their incouragement, i 
all the ways of Obedience, to the Recompence of the 
Reward, 


WHAT elſe did holy /Moſes, but inconrage him- 
felf to ſuffer Aﬀition with God's People, by the con- 
lideration of Life and eternal Glory in Heayen, pre- 
pared of God from Eternity, for all that Love him ? 
Was not this alfo the Paradice of thoſe Primitive Mar- 
tyrs, who took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, 
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26 A Proſpett of Heavenly Glory, 


having this as their great Incouragement thereto, that 
= knew themſelves to have in Heaven, 4 better, 
more enduring Subſtance f Heb. 10. 34: 


THE like we may lay of thoſe other Worthies, 

njoyments, that their Perſe- 
eutors could offer,as Allurements to inſnare them, not 
accepting Deliverance from them upon any baſe and 
unrighteous Terms, but were endued with ſuch a 
Gallantry, and Chriſtian Reſolvtion, that rather than 
dithonour God in the leaſt, rather than caſt a littte 
Incenſe upon the Altar, in honour of the Idol, for the 
ſaving of cheir Lives, they would dye the Death, they 
would be Slain with the Edge of the Sword, they 
would be Stoned, they would be Burned, and Sawn 
aſunder, baving this ſtrong and everlaſting Conſola- 
tion, incuuraging them with Patience to undergo all 
this barbarous and inhumane Cruelty, that they hoped 
to obtain a better Reſurrection, even a Reſurrettion 
ro Life, and eternal Glory, in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Heb. 11. | 


BUT waving theſe and the like Iriſtances, I ſhalt 
ive you an Inſtance, againſt which, none can except, 
ut thoſe whoſe proud Spirits would make them ſeem 

more Holy than Holineſs it ſelf, and that is of Our 
bleſſed Redeemer, concerning whom it is thus Writ- 
ten; That for the Foy which was ſet before him, he 
endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame. Heb. 12. 2. 


I ſhall not hence take occaſion to determine, whe- 
ther the Sorrow, the Croſs, and the Humiliation of 
Chriſt, were the Meritorious Caufe, or only the An- 
tecedent of his Joy,. his Crown, and his Exaltation at 
the Right Hand of God in Glory, as being wholly 
Excentrick to my preſent Deſign : But, let the de- 
cilion of that famous Controverly from this Text, be 
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what it wil, yer 1 think the Apoſtle's words do con- 


cludingly Evince thus much, That Chriſt having an 
- fo to his Mediatory Glory, and Exaltation at God's 
in 


ht Hand in Heaven, was incouraged thereby with 
Patience, tg undergo that moſt execrable, painful, and 
ignomynious Death of the Croſs, for our Sakes. 


DO not then Queſtion the Lawfulneſs of this holy 
Pradtice any longer, but having an Eye ſtedfaſtly fixed 
upon the Recompence of the Reward, be incouraged 
thereby to all diligent and upright walking before God, 
in wayes of Obedience, whatever it colt you. 


I'F the Men of the World,for your Integrity, Frown 
upon you,and hate you, let this incourage you to hold 
it faſt that God himſelf will Smile upon you, and 
afford you his Loving kindneſs, which is better than 
Life. (64) If becauſe you cannot comply with the 
Men of the World, in their finfol and ungodly Pra- 
Riſes, they ſhould caſt you into Priſon, yet let this 
incourage you {till to keep cloſe with God, that he will 
ſhortly knock off your Fetters, and take you up into 
Manſions of eternal Glory. If you meet with any 
Croſs in Heaven's way, let this incourage you with Pa- 
trence to undergo it, that cer long you ſhall receive 
fron ,Chrilt, a Crown of Righteouſneſs. If, in a 
word, any ſubtil Perſecutors, ſhould promiſe you in- 
joyment of Life and Liberty, on condition that you 
will but comply with them, and do as they do, why, 
let the Hopes of abtaining a better Reſurreion, that 


(hk) Aﬀecit te aliguis ignominia ? Quiu tu ad eam 
ſuſpice gloriam, UL repoſita efF T: ce&lis. Tattura 
rerum tuarum adijjti ? Ocuios rmprime fixius cele= 
ftibus divitijs. Patrione ſolo excluſus es ?£— At patri- 
am babes caleftem Hieruſalem. 
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is te fay, a ReſurreQtion to eternal Life and Glory, in 
the Kingdom of God ; let this incourage you to ſcorn 
the motion, not nr; ws Deliverance from them, up- 
on any ſuch diſhonourable, and unrighteons Terms : 
For, when for the Joy which is ſet before us, we can 
do any thing, part with any thing, and ſuffer any 
thing,with Patience,that God cal!s us to, chuſing rather 
to indure the moſt exquiſite Torments, than in the leaſt 
to Diſhonour our God, why, then we have an Eye in- 
deed to the Recompence of the Reward, 


6, TO deſign in a!! your Obedience, the Salvation 
of your own Souls, making this the great end of your 
Lives, that at length yen may attain to the full injoy- 
ment of Go1 in Glory, Here alſo I confeſs the Truth 
meets with fome Adverſaries, who do tell us, That to 
niake Heaven the end of our Duties, ſeeking in all our 
Obcdience, our own Happineſs, our own Glory, our 
own Salvation, is Mercenary, and utterly inconſiſtent 
with' the free Spirit cf a Chriſtian : But the truth 
is, if we conſult holy Scripture, we ſhall find this Pra- 
Gice fo far from being Mercenary, and inconfiſtent 
with the free Spirit of a Chrittian, that he is unworthy 
the Name cf a Chriſtian, who, jn all his Obedience, 
and Performances, is not found fo doing, For, if 
Chriſt himſelf hath Commanded us, Thar we ſhould 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs there- 
of in the firft place : That we ſhould lay wp for our 
ſelves, a Treaſure in Heaven, not labouring for the 
Mears that Periſh, but for the Meat which ſha' endure 
to eternal Life : How can we then count that Man 
a Chriſtian, who, deſpiſing the Authority of Chriſt, 
cares for none of theſe things, but careleſly goes on in 
a way of Duty, as if Heaven and Glory were not worth 
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Y OU may Believe it, Sirs { the main Errand upon 
which God ſent you into the World, was to work out 
not only his Glory, but your own Salvation with fear 
and trembiing : And let me tell you, fo inſeparably 
is the Glory of God, and your own Salvation, joine1 
together, that you never Diſhonour God more, than 
when Salvation-work is negleted by you, and you 
begin to be unmindful of your own Happineſs. 


G O D's Glory, I muſt confeſs, muſt be the Ultimate 
and Higheſt End of all our Obedience, as will farther 
. be ſhewed you : But yet this hinders not, but that 
in all our Obedience we may delign our own Hap- 
pineſs, making the eternal Salvation of our immortal 
Souls, the great End, next unto God's Glory, of our 
Lives. For, Subordinata non Pugnant, is a ſure Ma- 
xim. We do never Oppoſe Gal's Glory, when we 
only make Heaven our End, and ſeek the Salvation 
of our own Souls, with a due Reſpect had unto his 
Glory. 


THERE is indeed a Two-fokl End, Fine Operss, 
C& Finis Operantts ;, th: End of the Work, and the End 
of him that Worketh : And though in ſome caſes, 
they are diverſe, if not contrary to one another, yet 
in the Caſe now ſpoken of, they are co incident, and 
both of then materially the ſatne thing, (7) For, not 
only doth the Scripture iake Salvation the end of 
Faith an.i Obedience, but alſo of Chriſtians them- 
ſelves, Believing and Obeying the Lord, when it teach- 
es them to work out their own Salvation with fear and 
trembling. :t. Pet. 3. & + Fl. 2. 12. 


(1) Namguis alizs noſter e5# fints, niſt pervenire ad 
reginm cunus nullus eft fins ? A\ugult. de Civit. Dei. 


lid. 22. Cap. 70. 
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30 A Proſpett of Heavenly Glory, 
BE nottherefore ſuch enemies to your own Souls, 
. as to neglet that Happineſs, which God, in all your 
* Obedience, would have you to look 3fter, but now 

*ſee that you make Heaven and eternal Glory the great 
end of your Life. Whitſt others are deſigning to 
make themſelves Rich, and Great, and Honourable in 
the World, Oh! let it be the grand deſign of your 
Sovls to ſurprize Heaven, and to take, by an Holy 
. Violence,the Kingdom of God, Mar. 11, 12. 


_— 


I F,Chriſtians, you would make a gain of Godlineſs, 
be ſure then that by all holy and godly Converſati- 
on, you gain for yourſelyes, in Heaven, a Crown of 
Life. Reſt not ftisfied with the low and beggarly 
injoyments of this World, but now ſee that you ſet 
your Aﬀections on things above, endravodtring to lay 
hold on eternal Life. - Your preſent life is a flittin 
fhadow , a: vaniſhing bubble, a 'day , which, thoug 
never ſo pleaſant, muſt yet have the dark Curtains of 
death drawn over it, and cannot be Jong ; but the 
life which is to come, is a leaf never fading, a light 
ever ſhinivg, and ſuch a day as ſhall know no evening. 
Te!l me then, which is molt rational, to ſeek after, 
that life, and thoſe Pleaſures which are Joſt almoſt as 
ſoon as found : or after that Life, and thoſe unfadabte 
Pleaſures, which, being once found, can never be loſt 
nor taken away from us, Lake 10. 42. | 


(k)LEA R N now to prefer true Happineſs before de- 
cextfu! Riches,cternal Comforts betore jhort injoyments, 
and thoſe things that will = everlaſtingly advan- 
tageous to your Souls, before the Heafures of Sin, 
which are but for a Seaſon. God doth not grudge 


(t) Preferantur vera falſts, eterna brevibas, utilia 
jucnndis, Lactant. de vero. C 


uit. C. 21, P. 123. 
that 
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that you would ſeek your ſelves in his Service, only 
he would have you to ſeek after your ſelves, not in” 
the Meat that periſheth, but in the Meat which ſhall 
endure to eternal Life, Joi 6. 27. There is a kind _ 
of holy Ambition, which our Bleſſed Lord bath not 
only allowed, bur alſo exhorted us to, and that is,that 
we ſhould aim at,and ſeek after a Kingdom. Not an 
earthly Kingdom, from which we may ſoon fall ; but 
an Heavenly Kingdom,which connot be ſhaken, where- 
it we ſhall reign with Chriſt for ever and ever. 
Revel. 22.5. Here then is a whet-ſtone to diligence, 
and matter for our ambitious thoughts with warrant 
to be working upon. _—y Prinees, if under, pre- 
tence of ſerving them,vou ſeek to poſſeſs your ſelves 
of their Gowns and Kingdoms, will deal with you as 
Traytors; but the King of eternal Glory, he is never 
better pleaſed with you, than when, in ſerving him, 
'0u aim at a Crown of Life, indeayouring to get 
Poſſeflion of the Kingdom of Heaven. For, then 
have reſpe&t indeed, to the Recompence of the Re- 
ward, when, by patient continuance in well-doing, 
you ſeek for Glory, Honour and Immortality; and 
therefore you need not to doubt but God will thort- 
ly render unto you eternal Life, Roz. 2. 


(1) THIN K we therefore no Labour too much,no 
time too long, for the gaining of eternal Glory inthe 
Kingdom of Heaven. If, vpon uncertain hopes of a 
fading Kingdom, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, 
Men will take ſuch pains, laying all at ſtake, "and 
hazarding, not only Liberty, but Life it ſelf , What 
ſhould we do then, but contemn the World, run the 
hazard of greateſt Sufferings , and move chearfully 


— 


* () Nullus labor durus, nullnm tempus longum, quo 
elernitatis gloria comparatir. 
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forward- in all the ways of Obedience, towards the 
Crown of eternal Life, towards a Kingdom that can- 
not be: moved, towards a City that hath foundati- 
ons, whoſe builder and maker is God ? For, ( m ) 
who. ever comemning the corruptible Enjoyments of 
this:Life,- (hall aſpire in the ways of Obedience after 
Heavenly Glory, why, God the Righteous Judge of 
all the World, will make ſuch an one meet to be a 
partaker of the Inheritance of Saints in light, and will 
honour. him at length with a Crown of Eternal Life; 
Whilſt, Chriſtians, you ſeek after, in the ways of O- 
bedience, the Recomperce of the Reward, why you 
have then a due reſpect unto it, and {hall therefcre in 
no caſe loſe your Rewards. 


THUS you ſee what it is to have reſpaR to the 
Recompence-of the Reward; you muſt ftedfaffly be- 
lieve that there is a Reward. for the Righteous ; you 
maſt fiducially apply it to your ſelves, as that which 
you in particular, ſhail be Crowned with ; you mult 
often meditate upon, and be ſpending your I houghts 
about Heavenly Glory ; you r uit earneſtly lorg after 
Life Eternal, defiring to be cloathed upon with your 
Houſe which is from Heaven; you mnſt take in- 
couragement from the Glory that ſhall ſhortly be re- 
vealed in you, to keep clole with God, in ways of 
Obedience, whatever it colt you ; and you muſt alſo 
by patient contmuance of well-doing, ſeek for Glory, 
Honour, and Immortality, making this the great 
end of yofir Lives, that yoa may work out your own 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling; and fv doing,you 
need - not doubt, but you have a due reſpe&t ynto 


——xf 


(mn) Quiſquis corruptelas terre wirtme calcaverit, 
arbiter the-ſurmmus et verax ad licem, vitam gue jer- 


pet.uam ſuſcuavet, LaRt. de vit. Beat, ad finem. 
Heavenly 


* 
< 
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Heavenly Glory, and have rightly fixed your eyes- 
npon that eternal Reconpence of Reward, which God: 
hath ſet before you. 


——— 


CH AP. IV. 


The Dot#trine explain'd ; further ſhewing hom 
we muit have reſpet#, in our Obedience, t0 

* the Recompence of the Reward; In Si%+ 
other Particulars. 


Il. HAT which, according to the Method at 

. firſt reſolved apon, comes next to be clear- 
ed, is; The manner how you are to have reſpect to the 
Recompence of the Reward ; which, with all plain- 
neſs, I ſhall endeavour to explicate in theſe. ſubſe- 
quent Propoſitions, 


1. W E are to have reſpeit, in our Obedience, to 
the Recompence of the Reward, not Principally, but 
Secondarily, -and with due Suboraination to God's 
Glory, Heaven and Glory may be the ſubordinate 
ground and end of our Obedience ; but they are not 
to be made the ſupream ground, -nor the ultimate 
end of our Obedience. (n) We-may eye them ſe- 
condarily, and with ſubordination to God's Glory :; 


(n) Mercedem oportet non [peftari ut principale 
motivum, jed aeum eju/que gloriam tanguam ultimum . 
finem reſpiciendum , noftram vero beatificam viſionem 
nt finem ſub fine : ideo enim atpetere debemus merce- 
dem beatitudinis, ut ſecurins e&t ardentins deum dils- 
£4mus in eternum, Davenant, Col. 1, 5+ P. 4. 6, 


ut 


iT 


+ 


_ 
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| bat not primarily before, nor ſupreamely and above, 


the Glory of God, 


GOD hath, indeed, fo» inſeperably —__ wy his. 
tha 


own Glory and Man's Salvation together, 


cannot 


t they 
bly be divided, nor put aſynder : but yer, 


as *tis ſaid of them in the ReſurreRion, God will have 
every thing in it's own order; we may intend the 


Salvation 


our own Souls, making that an inferiour 


and ſubordinate end in our Obedience, however, that 
which we ought to make the ſupream, and the ulti- 
mate end of all, is the glory of God: For the glory 
of God ( you muſt know ) it's the greateſt good ; 'ris 
the Perfedion and united ſplendour of all the glorious 
Rayes of his other Attributes, infinitely ſurpalling the 
glory of all Created Excellencies, and therefore more 
to be preferred than the Salvation of the whole World ; 
better all the World ſhould be Damned, and go to 
Hell for ever, than that God over all bleſſed for ever, 
ſhould not be Glorified. And truly, when we go about 
to ſubordinate the glory of God to our own Salvati- 

making eternal Life and Happineſs, our ultimate 


end, and 


's Glory ſubſervient to that, we commit 


an a& of the grandeſt Sacriledge, as doing what in us 
lyes, to take the Crown from God, and ſet it upon our 


own heads. 


GOD is willing to give us Heaven, to give us Life 
and Immortality, with any thing that may conduce to 
our eternal Happineſs, but his own Glory ; and that 
he profeſſeth he will not give to any other : The 
Benefit, the Comfort, the eternal Recompence of all 
our Obedience (hall be our own, but the Glory and 


Praiſe 


that doth wholly belong to God, and muſt 


more be regarded than cur own Salvation. What 
Pharoah ſaid to Joſeph, having ſet him over all the 
Land of egypt, {n the Throne will I be greater than 


I boy, 
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thou, the like ( methinks ) God ſaith to us ; Though I 
have ſet you over the works of my hands, vouchſa 
you eternal Life and Happineſs, with all the g 
things of Heaven, that lye before you, 
Throne will I be greater than you, and my glory 
you muſt ſeck in the firſt place, endeavyouring to ſet 
the Crown upon” my head, Ger, 41. 40. 

( o) *'T IS not ſufficient that in well-doing we pro- 
fels our ſelves willing, by the fame at of Obedience, 
bott to obtain for our ſelves the Recompence of Re- 
ward, and atlo'to promote the glory of God ;, but we 
maſt here folicitoully beware, that we make not the 
Recompence of Reward oar ultimate end, giving that 
the prcheminence of Goi's glory. 
are divers ends ſubordinate to each other, that which 
of it's own nature, is the moſt excellent, muſt always 
be accounted of in the firſt place, and moſt chiefly had 
regard unto, 4 
\ (p) THE eye of the Soul (faith Carthaſearn ) 

in all our Obedience is rather to be fixed upon God's 
2lory than our own Reward : and we ſhould rather 


— 


(o) Negne hoc ſatis eft, ut quis dixerit ſe velle 
refte agendo, et premium conſequs propoſitum , et deo 
eadem opera parere : videre autem oporteat, ne mercedi, 
et premio primas partes dederit, quia ſemper inter fines 
ut earum queque natura =_ preHtantior eft, illa priori 
toco haberi deber. Pet, Martyr in Lib. Jud. 

( p) IMagis convertendus efF oculus mentis ad dei 
20norem, quam ad propriam mercedem ; potin{que inducs 
debemus ad bene agendum, ac patiendum ex diving 
amore, quam remunerationts deſiderio, aliter eſſemus 
mercenarijy non ſervi fideles, neque amici. Carthuſian, 
uw Lotum, 

be 


- FA 
e. 7 

: : "4" 

"x0 


et on the®” 


For, where there” 


= ry 


DI 9 


36 A Profpett of Heavenly Glory, 
be induced to do well, and to ſuffer, by an impulſe of 
divine Love, than by the deſire of a Recompence ; 
otherwiſe we ſhould ſhew ourſelves to be Mercenaries, 
and neither faithful Friends, nor Servants. As they 
ſay of the Moon and Stars, they have an innate light 

their own, but it's nothing in compariſon of that 
mutuatitious hght which they receive from the Sun : 
So God's People, they have, an41 lawfully may have, 
an eye to therr own vSalvation in what they do, bur 
that which they make the principa!, and moſt noble 
end of all their Obedience, is the glory of Gud. 


(gs) T HE Servant of the Lori! ( faith the devout 
Granatenſis, b. de Perfett. Amoris dei, C. 13. Þ. 
156. ) in what he doth, looks not fo much at the Re- 
——_— of his good Works, as that every thing may 
be found in them conducing to the greatelt advance- 
ments of God's glory. Thouph then, Chriſtians, you 
may have an eye to your own Salvation, to eternal 
Happineſs, to the Recompence of Reward, making, 
that the end of all your Obedience; yet remember, 
*tis but an inferiour end : that which you ought to 
make the ultimate, and chiefe/t end of all, is the glory 
of God. If a Man ſhould flop at a Color, and give 
over Reading there before le came to a Full pornr, 
the Sentence would be imperfect : Thus, Chriſtians, 
your Salvation is but a Colon at firſt, God's glory is 
the Fall-point ; if therefore you ſtop at your own 
Salvation, not looking beyond it to the Glory of God, 
why, let me tell you, there is not one perfect Sentence 
to ſpeak for you in the whole contexture of alt your 
Obedience, but they are every one of them imperfect, 


et 


(g) Servus domins in rebus agendis, non tam in- 
tuttur ſucceſſum, et friftum opcrum , quam ut flat in 
ipſis omne illud, quod ſpettast ad gloriam ati. 


and 


o 
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and will ſignify nothing at all before God's Tribanal, 


when you ſhall come to read them as Evidences of 


your intereſt in Heaven and eternal Glory, 


(r) GOD will not have us make the Miſtreſs 
wait on the Handwmaid ; make a Tabernacle, the 
Temple ; make our own Salvation, which is but a 
fecondary matter, our principal end, as if worthy to 
be valued more highly than the glory of God it Talf, 
which yet is the moſt noble, and principal end of all. 
We never ſhoot fo far beſide the mark, as when we 
aim more at our own Bleſſedneb, than the glory of 
God, over all blefled for ever. In other miſcarriages 
" we violate God's holy Law, but in this we violate 
his glorious Dignity, endeavouring, as much as in us 
lyes, to Un-god him, and Idolatroutly to fit down our- 
felves upon the Throne of his Glory. When ever 
therefore You are tempted with Sacrilegious hands to 
lay hold upon God's glory, preferriog your own Salya- 
tion before that, why, repel the Tenptation, as Joſeph 
once .did the unchaite importunity of his amorous 
Miſtreſs. The Lord hath commited all that he hath 
to my hand ; there is none greater amongſt all his. 


Creatures than my ſelf ; the Lord hath given me his. 


own Sonout of his Buſome ;, he hath given me grace; 
he hath given me the hope cf Life, of Heaven, and 
eternal Happineſs, neither hath he kept back any. good 
thing from me, bur his own glory , becanſe that only 
belongs to him ; How then, ſhall I do. this great wick- 
edncls-? How ſhall 1 lay Sacriligious hands upon his: 
gtory ? How ſhall I prefer my own Salration,my own 
— my own Happineſs before ir, and fin againſt 


— 


— —— 


(r) Si ſalus noftra famula, et gloria des domme, 
non oparter poſteriori loco nas dominam ponere, ac fa- 
mulam iniquo jure preferre. 


REMEMBER, 
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REMEMBER, Chriſtians, though you may 
ſeek your ſelves, wp may ſeek Heaven, and. Life, and 
eternal Happineſs , yet not in the firſt place , the 
honour of God, why that muſt lye next your heart, ' 
and the glory of God muſt be moſt in your eye, as 
not being a ſubordinate end, like your own Salvation, 
but the —_—_— end of all. God's glory muſt be 
the Tergins vas, to which all our Obedience 
muſt be reduced, as the ultimate end of it. Ever 
Chriſtian is a Spiritual Archer, and God's glory muſk 
be the mark that he ſhouts at. He is a Spiritual 
Traveller, and though he may take up his lodging at 
his own Salvation, yet God's glory muſt be the end 
of his Journey. Heais, in a word, a Spiritual Naviga-, 
tor, and though he may caſt forth the Anchor of hope 
at his own eternal Happinefls, yet he is like to make 
Shipwreck of himſelf, if he go about to put in any 
where elſe for harbour, bur at the fair haven of God's 
glory: As all the Rivers run into the Sea, and all 
the Lines meet in the Center ; fo all our actions, and 
all the Rivers of our own Happineſs, they muſt meet 
together Concentring themſelves in God's glory. And 
certainly, Chriſtians, we never attain the end of our 
Faith, the Salvation of oar 'Souls better, than when- 
Faith and Salvation both gre referred to the glory of 
God as their ultimate end. We never come rto 
that Ref#, which remains for the People of God,than,” 
when God's glory is made the Center, not only of- 
the works which we do, but alfo of the Ref# it ſelf 
which we look for, as the eternal Reward of them, 
We are never (in a word ) more ſure to hit the mark. 
of our own Salvation, than when we aim molt direaly 
at God's glory. For. then your reſpect to the Re-, 
compence of Reward is ſuch as God would have it to 
be, when you principally ſeek for Heaven, and eters 
_ Glory, that God biaſelf may thereby be glorift- 


(2) WE 
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2. WE. ave to have reſpeft, in our Obrdiendly to 
the Recompence of the Reward, not ſingly, but joyntly, 
aud in conjunttion with God's Glory. If we may not 
principally have reſpe& to Heaven, in our Obejence, 
preferring that before God's glory, much leſs may we 
think it lawful to make. Heaven the ſole end of our 
Obedience, not regarding, but wholly negleRting, his 
glory that prepared it. If we may not peelee our 
own Happineſs before God's glory, much leis may 
we wholly leave off thecare of God's glory, and ex- 
clade it out of our thoughts, in ſeckiny 10 make our 
ſelves happy. - Since Gol, in ſeeing his own Glory, 
did alſo conſult rhe Happineſs, and eternal Salvation 
of our Souls, why, 'twefre a point of the greateſt in- 
gratitude in the World, for us, in ſecking our Salva- 
tion, not alſo to conſult tins Honour,endeavouring, that 
whilſt we are ſaved, his Name may be glorified ! *Tis 
nnlawfal to Dogmatize that we muſt be willing to be 
damiſed; that God may be glorified, or elſe we are 
ſtill but Hypocrites, and were never ty 
humbled : bot to be willing to have God himſelf dit- 
honouted, arid loſe his glory, that we may be ſaved; 


is moſt wicked and aboninable. For, betwixt the- 


glory of God and our own Salvation, theo 
is ſo ſtrong and inſeparable, that 'tis im for 
any Man, rightly to ſeek the Salvation of his own 
Soul; who doth not alſo intend, Gad's glory as his 
ultimate end, He that doth not take aim before he 
ſhoots can never hit the mark : So, Chriſtians, it you 
only luok af your ſelves, not taking, in all your Obe- 
dience, a right aim at God's glory, you can never 
hit the mark of your- own Salvation. - If you ſeparate 
the Soul trom the Body, it's no longer a living Crea- 
fare, but a dead Carcaſs : Thus, if a due reſpe& to 


4's glory, which is the very Soul of all our Obedi- 
ence, be ſcparated from the care, which we ſeem to 
have, of our own Salvation, it's no longer a living 

F Sacrifice 
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Sacvifice, holy, and acceptable unto God, but a dead 
ſervice that will nothing at all avail us to Life, and 


eternal Happineb. 


THE Moon, when in the full, looking direatly 
npon the Sun, is a glorious Creature, bat if once the 
Earth interpoſe it ſelf betwixt her and the Sun, the 

es 2 dark, obſcure Body, of whom we may ſay, 
T haf there isno form,nor beauty,nor comelineſs in ber 
that we ſhould defire her : - Thus, Chriſtians, whilſt 
in our Obedience, we look directly upon God's glory, 
endeavouring, to. promote that, as well as our own 
Salvation, we are glorious in the Eyes of God ; but 
if once we ſuffer felf-ends to interccpt,and wholly to 
ſhut out our reſpeRt to God's glory, we preſently loſe 
our beauty in God's eyes, and his Soul can no longer 
take pleaſure in us. (5) Though then we do nor 
alniſs m baving an: eye to the reward, which God ſers 
before us; whilſt labouring in God's Works : yet,we 
maſt hecdfully fee to it, that we are, not only acted 
in-ways of Qbedience, dy a delire to the Recompence 
of the Reward, dut alſo,by a care to promote God's 
honour, and to glorify him. For, when we reſpect 
oor (elves, in what we do either alone, ur above God, 
God hath no reſpeR- at all to us; nor will he ever 
Crown our Souls with eternal Happinels, in caſe we 
ſeck it alone, aud not in the neareſt con,unRion with 


his glory. 


THOUGH then, . Chriſtians, you may ſeek your 
own tjappine(s, y<t be fare that you do it not ingly 


(s) Erſr non injuſte agimus intuendo mercedem a 
dev: nobis oblatam, dum in bonis opsr ibus faboramus : 14 
ramen attentins videndum eſt, ne folum cauſi oblats 
pr amij commoveamur, Pet, Martyr. Libr. J:.d. 


but 
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but joyntly, and in the neareſt conjunttion with God's 
honour, e:deavouring as well that God may be: Flarifi- 
ed, as that your own Souls miay be ſaved. Fhe Sun 
hath Heat ag well as Light, and no Man can-paſtibly 
ſeparate betwixt them : Thus we muſt not only have 
an. earneſt deſire after our own happinels, but muſt 
alſo endeayour, by the light of an holy Converſation, 
to glorify God, giving all diligence,thit nothing may 
ſeparate betwixt a detike of our own Salvationg and a 
care to \promote God's glory in the ſecking of it. 
God hath joyned his own glory, and cur Salvation 
rogether : en, therefore, we eye them both, then 
we- rightly have reſpe& to the Recompence of R 
ward, fo that God kimſetf will now be glorified, and 
we ſhall be ſaved ! 


3. WE are to have reſpelt, in our Obedience, to the 
Recompence of the Reward, not mercenavily, ebinking 
by any thing that we can do, or [nffer, to merit it at 
God's hands, bit filially eqpetings as the free gift 
of our Heavenly Father. 'The eſt Covenant that 
ever God made with Mankind, was 'a Covenant of 
Works, ant! ever fince we are naturally prone to be 
trading for” Life and Salvation in that way; thinking 
to ſpin the Thred of our eternal Happineſs out of 
the bowels 'of our_own good Works : But, unlefs 
we come off from that way, looking wholly for Hea- 
ven and Glory by a' Covenant of Grace, we fhall 
never have them, the Lord having relolved to deny 
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: thoſe Heaven and Glory,who wilt not accept of them 
/ upon terms of Grace. 

(tr) GLORY is not the Wages of a Servant, 
4 but the Inheritance of a Son + So that we never have 
4 ; | "> 
s (1) Regnum Colorum non Nipendium fervornm, ſed 


filiorimbareditas, ' Calvin. 


t P 2 reſpet 
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reſpe&&t rightly to the Recompence of the Reward, 
till we look for it as the free beftuwance of Qur Hea- 
venly Father, and not as the purchaſe of our own 

deſervings. (+) The Church of Rome, will tell 
vu, indeed, that you muſt Repent, and preform good 
Works, and walk in Obedience before God, and all 
this with an eye to eternal Happineſs, as Wages for 
Work, :nd as that which you have dearly ht at 
the hands of God, with the Merits of your own 
Righteouſneſs : Put ſince that Bleſſed Apoſtle ( Rom, $. 
18) bath already pronounced all the Aﬀictions of this 
preſent Life, Martyrdom it felf not excepred,roo light 
to be put- in the Ballance with that weight of glory, 
which abides God's People in the Life to co:re, What 
are all our Prayers, and Humilations? What are all 
our good Works, and Religious Performances, thar 
theſe ſhould be counted worthy of, and fully com- 
mevſurate, in equality of worth and dignity, to Erex- 
nal . Happineſs ?- (w) If by ſuffering and refiſting 
unto blood, and: dying for Chriſt, we cannot deſerve 
the Recompence -of Eternal Glory, in vain then by 
obeying Chriſt, by doing for him, and by livirg to 
him, ſhall we think to Merit it. *I was a good ſaying 
of ( x ) Anſelme, that though a Man ſhould ſerve God 
never\ſo fervently, for a Thouſand Years together, yet 


Meet. —_— _——Y —_— _—__ a _ 
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( « ) Non datur nobis mevces ut mercexarijs, [cd 
hereditas ut filijs ex theſauris' paterniss Gravat. de 
Amor. Dei. pag. 20. 

( w ) Superant Certamina Corone , nM corparur 
cim laboribus, remuner ationes : labor enim pavus eſt, 


jed magnum (EE ER ſperatur. Theocoret. 
" (x) Si homo mille anms ſerviret deo, etiam fer- 


wentifſinig, nn meretur ex condigno dimidiam diem 
eſſe in regno Ca'orrm, Anliclm, de men:iur. Cras. 
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ſhould he not thereby condignly Mzrit one half-days 
enjoyment of God in Heaven. And truly, Chriſtians, 
fo vaſt is the difproportion betwixt your Work, and 
the Reward of Frernal Life, which Go hath promiſed, 
that if a Man fhould have all the World given him 
for ſpeaking 2 word, it were nothing 11 compariſon of 
this. For betwizt a Tcmporal Obedience, and an 
Eternal Recompence, betwixt th: work of a finice 
Creature, and that of unconceivable glory, which the 
infinitely Bleſſed God will beſtow upon you, What 
compariſon can you make ? This made ( y ) Chryſo- 
ſtom affirm; That though the godly ſhould have done 
a whole Million of good Deeds, yet that ſuch a Crown 
of Life, that fach an Heaven of Happineſs, ſuch a 
Kingdom of Eternal Glory, ſach tranſcendent Honour 
and Dignity, ſhould, for ſuch ſmall and pidling matters 
be given them, it is of God's free Grace, and not of 
due Debt. (= ) The Recompence of Reward, given 
out by the hand of free Grace, doth fo exceedingly 
abound, that it incomparably excelleth all -humane 
Merit, and therefore to expe it upon the account 
of our own good deſervings, were nothing el{c but to 
£0 about, by a kind of Spiritual (4) Plunder, to 


— 


( y) Kev wma 3m mTrroming, xderr& far n prere- 
pit, 73 evH Mixgdy v7w xat WTurr wary roreTor Kai 
Candtiiar, xai TWixduny avToHs Sodire muir. Chryſoft; 
in Mat. Hom. 79. 

(z\ Tantum ihi gratia divine retributionis exu- 
berat , ut incomparabiliter at que ineffabiliter omne 
meritum quanmuis bong et ex deo datz human® vo- 
luntatis, et operationis excedat, Fulgent. ad Monim. 
1 


» T+ 
(a) Nullum ons noſtrum 24quale poteſ# eſſe vite 
Eterne, neque iam largitur nobis deus ex juſtitia, 
ſed ex quadam liberalitate. Durand. in 2 Sent. d. 28. 
F 3 enrich 
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enrich our own good Works, and to enhance the 
price of them, by the Spoils of Heaven, and Glory it 
Feif. For, if by the M-rits of our own Righteoul- 
neſs, we think to obtain the Crown of Eternal Life, - 
we muſt firſt pluck from it the many rich (b) Jewels 
with which it is hung, otherwiſe, ſuch is the Poverty 
and. Imperfection, attending the beſt cf our good 
Works, that they will never- be able. to reach the 
Price | thereof. Beſides, Chriſtians, whatever we do 
or ſuffer for Ged, ( Lake 17. 10.) it's no more than 
what we are obliged unto ;, and ſurely, in doing our 
duty, we can never lay the (c ) Foundation of Merit 
for. Eternal Glory : Nor way we think to make:a 
Purchaſe of the New Fer»ſalem, by paying an old 
e 


WOULD we ever Merit Heaven and EternalGfory 
of God. we muſt preſent him with ſome acceptable 
( ad) Services which we owe him not; but how ſhall 
we give him any thing wherein he hath not already 
a fall propriety, -when there is nothing that, we are, 
or have, there is nothing that we can hed ſuffer, in 
a way of Obedience, but is due unto from us, 
by every kind of Right. Had we any thing of -our 
' own wherewith'to come'before the Lore, there wiyht 
then be fome »ground of pretence for the Merit of 


(b) Ih namque beatz wite mmqua cum deo et de 
deo vivitur, nullus poteſt x quari labor, nulla opera com - 
-parars. Gregor, * ol » - - - 

(c) "AT4F]% ed Teg moruuty , pen Toits]is Ange 
ty. Chryſoft. 'ad Rom. Homul. 7. | 
' (4) Debemus enim deo, et nos iples, et noſtra 
ommia. Cha.n. Tom. 3. lib, 14. Cap. 20.pag. 497. 
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good Warks : (e ) But fince all that we have is, due 
to Gad, becauſe it came from him, and bears his I.oage 
and Superſcription upon it, we cannot rationally think 
it le for us to Merit any thing thereby of God, 
unleſs we can think it rational , that God ſhould be 
obliged, in point of Juſtice, by giving us one Mercy 


£0 give us another, by giving us Grace to put us at 


length in Poſſe{lion of Eternal Glory. That whereby 
Chriſtians, you differ from others, from the vileſt of 
Sinners, from the Damned themſelves, that are now 
roaring out in Hell, is not of Merit, bat of Grace; 
not of Debt, but a free Donative ;, *tis nothing in your 
{lves, but the free diſtinguiſhing love of God,dropping 
the Pearl of Grace into your hearts, whilſt others 
are left to periſh in their Sins, that hath made the 
difference. And ſurely by thoſe graces which you 
freely receive from God, you may not think to Merit 
Life and Eternity of Glory atthe hands of God; For 
certainly,ywhatever grace you have, it obligeth you to 
Duty, ſo that your Graces and your Obligations of 
Obedience to God, they grow up together; and the 
more grace you receive from God, rhe more deeply 
do you ſtand engaged to abound Ih the fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs rowhrs God: How then can you once 
have a thought that that"Grace and" Hotinefs, which 
God hattr freely wrought in you, and whereby he hath 
{aid you under the ſtrongeſt engagements, to all holy 
and upright walking before him, thogld make God 
your Debtor, obliging tim, in point of ſaſtice, to 
render you the Reward of eternal Glory? Indeed, 
to whomſoever the Lord gives Grace, he will alſo 
give Glory ; and whomſoeyer he now makes Holy, 


(e) Ex gratia enim datur non folum juſtificats 
vita bona : ſed etiam _ vita Xterna, Fulgent, 
ad Monim, 1. 1. p. 18. 
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be will Crown them at length with Eternal Happi- 
neſs: But this you maſt know, not an aR of Juſtice 
founded upon Man's Merit, but an a of free Grace, 
bottomed upon the Remunerative goodneſs of God, 
in the Blood of Chriſt, Rom. 6. 23. (f) 'Tis an a& 
of Juſtice iy God ro puniſh Sin, which is wholly our 
own, and purely Evil ; and therefore Death is here 
called the Wages of Sin: But to Reward the good 
Works of Believers, which are neither their own, nor 
purely good, is an a& of free Grace ; and therefore 
we find the Apoſtle to exclude all opinion of Merit, 
calling Life Eternal, in this place, the gift of God. 
(g ) So that we ſee, though it be of Juſtice that the 
Wicked are Paniſhed; yet it is of' Grace that the 
Righteous are Crowned. ( hb) And if it be of Grace, 
then not of any Merit in our own good Works : 
otherwiſe grace were wo more grace, if not every way 
free and gratuitous. ( Rom. 4 4.) For how can we 
count it a puint of grace to give a Man his due ? Or 
what need he fue for Mercy, who requircth no n.ore 
than bis own at the hands of Gud ? Admit but of 
Merit, and you leaye no place of entrance for the 
grace of God ; | (\ ; ) Sv likewiſe the grace of God 


Late 4 


( f ) Fiwor 5Lane auat]ing , ii Ter yencor s Thy 
«7» #7 Tetivi « yalp dime © wi Tor raTogta- 
pa" wr 0 anne T4 xep1ur re 34; Sruxros Ire in 0 xo9u 
a TIA Y1gey 8% dgwndr dBiaaCor vI% auociy xas o'r- 
TiSorry wirer, and yegurt Tavra Tarr iyaryro, Chry- 
loſt. ; 

(eg ) Non dixit ſimiliter ſtipendia juſtitiz : quia 
non eſt antequam remuneratur in nobis;, non enim 
noſtro labore queſita eſt. Jerom. 

(þ ) Kal Bro: Sixaier xoantorm, xatcinu ara) 
eq $t22r6/]41. Chryſoit. h 

(i) Nou eſt quo gratia intret ubi jom meriturs 
prcuparits, Brruard. Cany. 67. 4 
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in Chriſt, it leaves no place for the Merjt of our good 
Works. For Grace and Merit are alrogethey mn: 
conliſtent and mutually deſtructive one of another , 
Rom. 11.6. $o that if you pull down the Merit of 
good Works, you ſet up Grace ; and if you go about 
to eſtabliſh Merit, you do utterly deſtroy the Grace 
of God, and make it of none effe Let us not then, 
Chriſtians, look, in our Obedience, to have that of 
Debt,which God hath decreed to be of Grace z nor 
£9 about to ſeek Heaven and Glory by way of Pur- 
chaſe, which the Lord hath intended to a Dcuntive, 
and of free Gift. Whilſt. others truſt to the Merit 
of their own good Works, let ns wholtv rely upn 
the free Gracg, of God in Chriſt Jeſus, looking for the 
Recompenice of Eternal Life, not from the uſtice of 
a Judge, but from the Mercy of a Father ; not from 
the worth and dignity of our own Performances, but 
from the free Bounty, and Remunerative Goodnels of 
the Lord our Redeemer. You may do good Works, 
and walk in ways of Obedience, with an Eye to'the 
Recompence of the Reward : But yet none of = 
things muſt be done with reſpe& to the Meriting © 

Eternal Life by them. For though (as (&) Chryjo- 
ftome (weetly faith ) we hai done ter-thonſand good 
deeds, yet 1t is of Grace that we muſt look - to be 
ſaved, and of Loving-kindnels, not of any dceſert.in 
ourſelves, that we muſt ſeek to obtain Erernal Glory, 
(1) We ſtand fo infinitely indebted-to the God of 


( k ) Kay wopre 'Gpey x2]wDaxbrer , afiousy apr: 
canvas , wat" a/7% Giharlgetiar mum AaCiiy, 'ux 
dp12Ans, Tv nat yer: Chryſoft. Tom. $. Strin. 15. 

(1) Totis licet anime et corporis laboribus deſu 
demns, totis licet obedientie viribus exerceamur, nihil 
famen condignum merito pro celeſtibus bonis compen- 
Jare, et offerre valebimus, Euſch. Emiſſen, homil, 3. 
ad Monarch. | 
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Jeayen, that though we ſhould, with all. the fixength 
yl es Yew) re d, exerciſe ourſelves, in Obedicoce 
to. God, aft our Life long ; though with bitterneſs and 
anguiſh of Spirit, we ſhould tewayl our own Sins, 
mourn in ſame-Wilderacfs till Doom's-day,and diffolve 
our Souls with weeping, into ( #z ) Rivers of Tears; 
Gough we ſhoald live like Angels of Light, ſhine lik 
the Sun jn it's Noow-day Brightneſs, and exerciſe 
curſclves unto Hallineh cqntanually with all. our 
ight; t we ſhould give.our Bodies to be burnt, 
ce .ten th deaths, and lye frying, as Fire- 
drands in Hell, upon the Grid-iron of God's dif 
fleguure, fo many Millions of Imaginary Ages as there 
Stars in the Fir@ament of Heaven :. Yet by all 
this, we could ndt poſſibly oblige the Bed of Heaven, 
5 render us the Reward” of .Eteroal Life ; nor brin 
perh, any thing, G4 by way of condign Merit, con 
e that Crown. of Righteouſneſs, thit Kingdom 
f Eternal Glory, that fulnels of Joy, and everlaſting 
Happineſs, which abides us in the World to come. 
. then, though we may look at Heaven in our 
Obedience ;_ yet it's,utterly in vain to think of Merit- 
ing Heaven by our Obedience, Though the Reward 
of Eternal Li may encourage us to Well-doing ; Fer 
in vain ſhalt we Took to Purchaſe that glorious Re- 
ward-by our well-dotng, Though we miy aſſure our- 
lves of the Bleſſing of Eternal Life and Glory fron 
od in keeping bis Commandments, P/e. ig. 11, 
et, if for keeping his Commandments, we expcda that 
God. bieis-us with {@ glorious a Reward, we 
arc ſure everhaſtingly to fall thort of it. For if you 
think -to Merit with God, exp:cting, upon Terms of 


( m) Flacceſcant licet mnembra vigilijs , paleſcant 
licet ora jejunijs, non erunt tamen condigne paſſianes 
Þbujus temporis ad futuram gloriam. Idem. 
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ſice, the Reward of Eternal Glory from tin, #6 

t caſt up your Reckonings aright, and you will 
find that there is nothing but an Eternal (+) Travail 
which can Merit an Eternal Reſt ; — an 
everlaſting Conflict, that can deſerve to be Crowned 
with an everlaſting Triumph ; nothing but Infinite 
Labonr , that 'can Purchaſe that Infinitely-Glorioss 
and Soul-fatisfying Reward, which theLord; for = 
encouragement, hath ſet before us! Whliy then ſh6 - 
we = onrſetves upon ſuch a Prince as*we ſhall never" 
be able to diſcharge, ſeeking Glory, Honour, Immor- 
tality, and Eternal Life. by the Merit of our owe . 
ey and imperfe&t Obedience, when we know that 
the Glery, Honour, and comfort of Erernal-Life, 
can only be obtained through the Rithts of Gold's 
free Grace and divine Indulgence ? | (- 


LOOK, you may, Chriſtians, having age the 
ood fight, baving finiſhed your courſe, and xhe 
Faith, to receive from Chriſt, rhe Righteoas Judge, 
an Imtnarceſſible Crown of Glory, -2 Tim. 8.- Bac, 
take heed, that yon never think, -by-yout-Fighting 
for God, Running the Race he hath "ſet" before-you, 
and Betieving him in all his Promiſes, fo Purchaſe that 
glorious Crown, which is not the Wape of' an bing + 
ling, but an Inkeritance prepared of God-for atihis 
Children. If you think, Chriſtians, to 'ſpin 'Salvari- 
on out of the Bowels of your own goed” Works, and 
to raiſe op the Seed of Eternal Life to yourſelves, our 
of the dead and barren 'Womb'of your orn*Righte- 
ouſneſs, why, let me rel] you, then: alt your-Hepe, 
'ris but as a Spider's Web, which will quite be (wept 


(n) Onanto labore digna eſt requies que non h 1het 
finer? $i wverum vis computare, et verum:judicare, 
eterna requies eterno labore emituor. "Aug.:in- Pl..gz. 
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down by the Beſome of Death. You never think to 
live Purchaſe Eternal Glory by your own Righ- 
teoulneks, bur you forfeit that Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which Chriſt bath laid up with himſelf for all that 
love his. appearance, Col. 3. 3. 4 Whilſt therefore 
you look at che Recompence of Eternal Life, remem- 

'ris the free gift of God, and not the Purchaſe of 
your own Obedience. ( o.) For, to be ſure, their 

was never hid with Chriſt in God, who think to 

Life and Hegplnghe amongſt the rubbiſh of their 
own ruinous Perfo 


7 rmances. Nor ſhall they ever 
appear with Chriſt in Glory, who make a Chriſt of 
their own good Works, thereby thinking, to Merit 
at God's hands, the Reward of Eternal Happineſs, 
For to put conhid in our Holineſs, will as certain- 
ly ſhut us out of Gad's Heavenly Kingdom, as if we 
were altogether unholy. 


4. W E are tobave reſpelt in our Obedi-nce to the 
Recompence of Reward, not carnally looking for a Sen- 
fual Happineſs, but Spiritually, as longing for an Hap- 
pins/r that conſitt in the adequate Perjeition of all 
our Graces, togetber with the full enjoyment of God in 
Glory. Weare not to-louk for a T urkiſh Paradile to 
gratify. the Fleſb;, bug for a Sinles ſtate of Holinels, 
where Grare ſhall be perfefted into Glory. We may 
not think of bathing our Souls in Worldly Delights 
ana Carnal Pleaſures ; but ofcoming to the full injoy- 
ment of God himſelf, whom to ſee without erd, love 
withour-loatbing, and/praiſe, without ever being wea- 
ry, is the only . complement of all .our. Happineſs. 


Ee 
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There are multitudes of Men and Women in the world, 
who having imbibed ſome groſs Conceits, zrnal 
Notions of Heaven, wang be glad, kay Ger 
live no r here, to take up there, as wg it 
to be on ——_ ate to the defires of their own 
carnal Hearts : But, we never have any due 
to the recompence of the Reward, till we look upon 
Heaven as a place, where Sin ſha!l be wholly aboli- 
ſhed, Grace perfeRly glorified, the World trampled 
upon, and God over all bleſſed tor ever, enjoy'd as the 
enter of perfet Reſt, and everlaſting. SatisfaRtion. 
As Balgam deſired to dye the death of the rightrous, 
which ke knew would be Crowned with Peace, but had 
no care at all to conform himſelf to the life of the 
righteous : ſo, many there be who deſire Heaven as a 
place of Happineſs, but not as a place of perfe&t Ho- 
lineſs. Such 1s the Malignity of a carnal Heart, that 
it will aſſimulate whatever it mects with, avd turn 
it into the likeneſs of it's own brutiſh Laſts, So that 
whenever a carnal heart deſires Heaven,-.it's not-an 
Heaven of Go4's preparing, but an Heaven of it's ow: 
fancying z not an Heaven to make it perfectly Holy; 
but an Heaven' that will make it ſcnſually Happy. 
As a little Leaven turns the whule Lump into-it's own 
Sourne(s ; or, as the Salt Sea turns the (Freſh Rivers, 
and the Sweet Showers of Heaven into'Salt- Waters. : 
So, the Heart which is UnſanRified, it turns Berhbel 
into Bethaven ;, the holy City of Song. into'a filthy 
Sodom ;, and the heavenly Jeruſalem. it: ſelf -into Bu- 
bylon ; looking only for the Wages of Unrighteoa(- 
neſs, and for Heaven as a place of Senſual Pleaſure, 
but not as a place of <piritual Injoyments, - As ſowe 
Fews ( A&s 1. 6. ) had carnal Notions, of Chriſt, and 
bis Kingdom, looking for 2 carnal Meſſiah, whe ſhould 
come in Worldly Pomp and Splendour to reſtore the 
Kingdom to 1ſrael :. So, many that profeſs theaſelves - 
to be Chriſtians, they have carnal Notions about -the 
Recom- 


A Profpett of Heavenly Glory; 

ce of the Reward, looking afrer a Turkiſb 
after an Reaven that is wholly Carnal, like 
tet dboundivg with nothing bur Fleſhly 
and Senſual Comntineines, They FOncave 

d Heaven a5 a place where there is Freedo 
om all' Mifery, and as a place wherein all Fulnefs 
of Joy, of Delights, and everlaſting Pleaſores dwells : 
But yet both theſe, the Miſery removed, and the Plea- 
fares indylged, both Freedom from. the one, and the 
oymert of the other, they fancy m a way ſuita- 
le to their own Carnal Minds, and fo they can defire 
to come to Heaven : Oh bur Remember, Chriſtians, 
5 not an Heaven of our own Fancying, but ef God's 
Preparing, that in all our Obedience we are to look 
after. *'Tis not Feypr, but Canaan ; 'tis not an Idol's 
"Temple, but the Temple of the living God ;, "tis not a 
wicked S;dop, but the holy hilt of Ston, the place of 
God's royal Reſiderce, wh A are to expect the 
<2, all our Labours. Fhongh then' you may 
have 'RefpeR, in yonr Obedience, to the Recomperce 
of the Reward, yet take heed that you turn it not 
mto the Wages of Unrieghteonſnefs. And, thongh you 
way look at Heaven as the Reward of all your La- 
bours, yet beſure thar you do not turn it into a T wrk- 
| Patadice, | Tis not > much Serrfual Pleaſnres, as a 
| & Freedom ſrem all inordmate Pefires after them, 
at (half be gar Reward : | Nero much deliverance 
? om Helltſh Torments, as the full injoyment of God 
imſelf, in a State of Holinefs, that ſhalt be our Heav- 
ven. There 15 no other Glory in Heaven, than what 
ſprings but of the Seed- of Grace, grown up into a 
lower : Nor is there avy other Heaven that can 
wake us campleatly happy,-but full: and 'everlaftiny; 
Communion with the God cf Peaven, Tis true in- 
decd, the Recompence of the Reward doth admit of 
many glorious Ingredients, which do all of 'them con- 
cur to makd pp the Soul reviving Cordiil of comptcat 
| Hap- 
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Happineſs : But yet, that which is the Elixir of hea- 
venly Glory, the Quint-effence of all our Happine 
and the very Boſome of the,Cerleſtia} Fargdice, why, 


Stars in the Firmament of heayen, yet all of them can- 
not ſatisfy the Soul, nor make a day of perfet happt 


Reward, whereanto we _ have a reſpect in all our 
Obedience, it's nothing but Grace grown up into Glo-+ 
rYs together with an Heaven: of Kell in the Bolome 
of God's eternal Love. Whailit therefore wehave Re- 
ſp:& to the Recompence of the Reward, let us. be ſure 
that we look upon it, not Carnally, bit Spiritually, 
not with an Eye of Senſe, but with an Eye of Fath 3 
not through the Faife Glaſs of our own carnal Hearts, 
but through the Pure Glaſs of God's bely Ward ; and 
as Therein for our Incourage nent, we find it repre- 
ſented to us, and curiouſly drawn out by the Finger 
of God himſelf, in it's moſt pure, angelical, and heav- 
enly Complexion. . Do not look with, that grand Sen- 
ſualiſt Epicarus, for ſuch an Lapgines wher) you core 
to Heaven, as is wholly immerſed in carnal Delights, 

in the Flatteries of Luſt, in the Blandiſhments of Senſe, 

and the like Brutiſh Pleaſures : But remember the 

Lappineſs. which abides you in God's heavenly. King- 

dom, 'tis a bright Conſtellation of Graces, Crowned 

«with the Quinteſſerce of perfect Holineſs, and. all of 
them ripened into ſo many Flowers of Glory; tis the 

Facial Preſence of a propitious Deity, accepting, of, 

and bleſling the Soul with, eternal Re,oycing ; *is the 

very 


64 A Profpet# of Heavenh Glory, 
very Smile of infinite Purity, and the pleaſant Beams 
of divine Love, ſhining forth upon the Soul in their 
Noon-day brightneſs : PF a Word, the Happineſs 
which abides you in the 'Ringdom of Heaven, 'tis no- 

ing eHe but Grace grown up to it's higheſt Stature 
and PerfeQtion in Glory, together with the fall Ac- 
quicſſency cf the Sout in God himſelf, as the only Ceni- 
ter of Reſt, and everlaſting Sati-faRtion. Let an Epi- 
cur pleaſe bimſclf with the Ticklings of Fancy, the 
Inticimgs of Luxury, the Flegancics of , the 
Imbraces of Fems, ard the Delights of Corporeal 
ObjeR:, Steeping all his Pleaſure in Senſe, and ma- 
king the Body the only proper Center of Happineſs : 
Yet fee, Chriftians, that you look after an Happineſs 
of an higher and more noble Extraction ; after thoſe 
Pleaſures, which are of a more generous and fpiritfd! 
Natore, that come bubling out from the Founitainof all 
Goodneſs, and- make ali ro Reoyce that drink of 
them, with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory ! 


- ® SUCH & the Froth of ſome vain Þ'raginatient, 
” Such is the Scum of ſome Obſcene Fancies, Such js 
Eolly bouvd up in ſome Carnal Hearts, that they dare 
go about to Creare an Epicurean Happineſs, and to 
warrant a Txrbſh Heaven, conformable to their own 
Luſts, and vile Aﬀections, ds if nothing could wake 
us Happy, but what will gratify our Senſes, But iudge 
in youriclves, Is foch an Happineſs becoming a Ra- 
tional Creature, and can ſuch an Heaven be fit for an 
immortal Sout to dwell in as the Center of it's eternal 
Reſt ? FEelieve it, Chriſtians, the- truly Senſual, tho 
feigned Heaven of a Mabomer, would prove a real Hell 
to an Angel, or a glorified Saint. They cannot live i 
Elyſian Fields ; the very: Air is infeCtiovs : They 
cannot Delight theinſelves with the fading Flowers of 
Senſual Inoyments, whith Wither away m our hands, 
and are lo quickly 'Blatted. The arcival of wg ns 
ints 
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Saints, at a ſtate of perfe&t Holineſs, is their greateſt | 


Happineſs : and that which is the very Heaven of Hea- 
ven tv them, is the fall, ſoul-ſatisfying, and everlaſting 
Communion that they have with the God of Heaven. 
After ſuch a Reward as this, let us look m alt our 
Obedience, expeRing no greater happineſs, than to 
come to Perfection in Grace and Holinels : Nor let 
ns look for any better Heaven, than to havefnineſs of 
Communion with God, reſting our Souls for ever m 
the Bolome of his eternal Good-will. Th:s you ſhall 
find was the Happineſs which holy Pat looked after, 
who being abour to epitomize his deiires, and to give 
us the Suin of them all in one Word, tells us, That 
they were all carried out after, and «14 mect-in the 
fall en'oyment of Chriſt, as their proper Center. 7 
have « deſire to depart ( ſaith he ) and be with Chriſt, 
which ts far better. . He doth abt ſay, he had adetire 
to be in Heaven, @ an to fit down with Abraham, 
and Jſaac, and Facob, and ail the Praphets'in ttic 
Kingdom of God, though that alſo were a Truth; 
But to be with Chriſt, en'oying falneſs of Commanion 
with God in him, as that which was infinitely,” and 
beyond all degrees of Compariſon, better. ' The Quiet 
Haven is better than the Wrecktul Sea; the Victorious 
Triumph is better than the Doubtful Battel ; the Joy 
of Harveſt is much better than the Toil of Secd-tine : 
But ro be with Chriſt, enjoying everlaiting Commu- 
nion with him z and the Beatifical Viſion of God in 
him, this is beſt of all » this indeed is the Heaven of 


AY Apoſtolus non ſimpliciter dixit multo\melins, fed 
TM& udMe7 xeties op, muito magis melius, Videlicer compa- 
rativum dajlicans, ut vehementem excefhem ſign aret, 
q. d. multo longeque melius, aut infintrss- partibus-me- 
lins quam per manere in carne, ut hot ilting reſpetin no 
deſiderand am guidem fit. Eltius in lor. We 
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Heaven; and the very life of that Happineſs, which, in 
all our Obedience, we ſhould look atter. 


$5. WE are to have Reſpett in our Obedience to the 
Recompence of Reward, not Servilely, as Perſons that are 
meerly atted by a Spirit of Bondage, but Ingenuouſly, 
and out of a principal of Love, to that God who bath 
prepared it for us, A Chriſtian, by patient contiru- 
ance in Well doing, ſhould ſeek after Heaven and Glo- 
ry, not for fear of Wrath and Hell, but for the Love- 
that he beareth to the God of Heaven, Whilſt we 
Jook at the Recompence of the Reward, we ſhould 
be drawn to walk in Obedience before God, not with 
Cards of Fear, but with the Ba ds of Love. As the 
Love of Gud to us was the Spring of all his gracious 
Niſpenſations towards us, fo our Love to God ſhould 
be the riſe of all zhat we do in Obedience to him, ma- 
king us Serve the Lord, rather out of Choyce, than 
of Conſtraint. The Obedience of thoſe that have an 
eye to Heaven and Glory, ſhould not bZ a Legat Deb, 
bur a Free Will-Offering : It ſhould not be a Neceſ- 
ſuated Service, extorted by fear of Hell and W: ath, 
but an Euchariſtical Sacrifice, drawn out by the Love 
ef God, ſhed abroad in our tearts. The motion of 
31] wicked Men in the Service of Geod, is Compul- 
fory and Violent, nor will they at any further there- 
in, than they are driven by the Spirit of Bondage, and 
the-dreadful Eſtuations of their own acciifing Conſci- 
ences :- But you that ever look to grt the Reward 
of Eternal Life, your vouls muſt be acted in the Ser- 
vice of G: d; by the Spirit of Adoration ;, the Chariot 
wherein you move towards Heaven, © thoutd be all 


<q Pfal. 110. TVIN'A IN orcum ducity fanifi- 


£475 donum, oblationem Euthariſticam, et inde Aſetapho- 
rica; de eo dicitur, quem «uliro ſuns animus invitat ds 
ExCit.41 44 aliquid prompte agendum, vel confertndum. 
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Paved with Love; you mnſt ſhew yourſelves to be a 
Willing People, indeavouring to be chearful, unconſtrain- 
ed, and ingenuous in the Service of God. *'Tis the 
Property, of Hypocrites to ſerve the Lord, as of Con- 
ſtraint, and not Willingly ; their Obedience is For- 
ced like Water out of a Still, by the Fire, and what- 
ever they do in the Service of God, 'tis wholly for 
Fear, as the Parthians Worlhip the Devil, that he may 
not hurt them : So that if you take away all con- 
ceits of Danger, all Workings of the Spirit of 
Bondage, the terrours of a tsoubled Conſcience, to- 
gether with the Fears and Pre-occupations of Hell, 
why, now the Chariot wheels of their Souls are ta- 
ken off, neither, will they any longer run the ways of 
God's Commandwents, becauſe, that which was the 
Spring of all their Endeavours, is now taken away. 
Bat with you, Chriſtians, whole Eye is rightly fixed. 
upon the Recoinpence of the Reward, it muſt not 
thus ; The Spring of your Obedience, muſt. not be 
the (laviſh Fear of Wrath and Hell, but fincere and 
unfeigned Love to the God of Heaven. 


4 INDEED, when firſt we begin to ſet out in 
the ways of Grace, we are then rather acted by the ( 
Terrours of Sina, than by the Comforts of Sor ;, by 
the Curſes from Mount bal, than by* the Bleſlings 
from Mount Gerizim ;, by Fear than by Love; and 
dy the Spirit of Bondans, than by the Spirit of Ado- 
ption : But, having taſted that the Lord is graci 
we maſt now learn to ſerve him with a more free a 
ingengous Spirit : Our Obedience muſt now no long- 


mo 


, JV Rariſſime accidit, imo vero nunquam ut quiſquam 
veniat volens fiers Chriſtiams, fs non ſit aliguo Des 
t;more perculſus, Anſtin. de Gatechiz. and Rudik. 
Cap. F- . 
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er be Compulſory, and as of Neceſlity, but Spontane- 
ous, A and Voluntary, as a matter of greateſt Delight 
and Complacency to us. Heaven and Hell difplay'd, 
and drawn out before ouf Eyes in their lively Colours, 
do uſually moſt work upon us, and leave the deepeſt 
Impreſſion behind rhem, when firft we go about to re- 
form our ways ; then Hell is the great Inducement to 
ſhun Sin, and Heaven is the grand Incentive to an Hol\ 
Life and Converſation : Eut yet our Obedience mutt 
afterwards be more free, and ſpontancous, running, 
ſweetly in the ſmooth Channel of Love to God and his 
Glory , and not in the rugged Channcl of tie Haviſh 
Fear of Wrath, and Hell, and everlaiting Burnings. 
Thoſe workings upon the Soul wi.ich come from Fear, 
they Qo uſually prove Abortive : When that Obedi- 
ence Which protceds from a Principle of Love, is ne- 
ver blaſted, but grows up into the Flower of eternal 
Glory. There is in Fear a debilitating Power, ma- 
king the motions of the Soul, like thoſe of the Parali- 
tick, Weak and Trembling ; it contracts and Freezes 
up the motions of the Soul, it clips the W ings, and 
takes off the Chariot Wheels : But 'now Love it's a 
vigorous ative Grace, * putting not only Strength, 
but a kind of Omnipotency into the Soul ; the moti- 
ons of Love are unrefiſtible, it deſpiſeth Dangers, t1am- 


C Pl:tm. 40. 8. Ft? my Jv) Mn 
Ounicuniue minſae Hebraicas ſalutarunt . vel a ts- 
mine feiunt VN efſe non ſimpliciter velle, ſed cnm 
affe Tu : ut proprie judicetur beneplacitum Chain. 

* Agpreaitur amor divings ardua, labores non recu- 
ſat, obdurat in periculis confortat animos debiles, addit 
calcaria rgnavis, audere facit puſilanimes : difficulta- 
res enim non ratione metituar, ſed deſiderxo, Granateu- 


lis de Amore Dei. p, 15. 
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_ apon greate(t Difficulties, facilitates the hardeſt 
rovince, and maketh the Work of Obedience, how 
diſpleafing ſever to Fleſh agg Blood, come off* with 
delight. A Whatever Sacrifice of Obedience proceeds 
fe2m the fear of Wrath and Hell, why, 'tis offered up 
to God grudgingly, and with a ſparing hand : Burt that 
Obedience which flows from a Prirciple of Love 
Gad, it maſt needs be performed without Murmuring, 
and that with much Cheerfulneſs, Delight, and Glad- 
neſs of Soul. A Man that is ated by nothing bat the 
fear of Wrath, and eternal Miſery, cannot chooſe but 
move ſlowly in Heaven's way : But when once the 
Soul is ſteeped in the Love of God, this now is like 
Oyl to the Joynts, like Sails to the Ship, like Wings 
to the Bird, or like a Sprifſ2 within, that ſets all the 
Wheels of Obedience on Work for God. Yet mj- 
ſtake me not neither, as if I thought all fear of God's 
Wrath, and Hell, to be unbecoming a Goſpel Spirit, 
and a thing wholly Inconſiſtent with the Love of God. 
( f)) For God is ſo his Children's Father, as that he is 
their Lord alſo. So that though the naine , Farther, 
ſpeaks Love and Boldneſs : yet the name, Lord, ſpeaks 


— — 


q] Seft amini Fratres Charitatem ( ingquit Bernardus) 
gue expellit rimorem, que non ſentit laborem, gue nots 
ſpeftat merita, que non querit premimm, et tamen plus 
ad virtutem allicit quam religua oma. 

( f) Deus autem qui unus eſt quoniam utramque per - 
fſonam ſuſtinet, & patrus & Domini, & amare eum 
debemus, quia filij ſumus, & timere quia ſervi. 
LaRant. Divinar. Inſtitut. Lib. 4. cap. 4. pag. 356. 
Mal. 1, 6. *Ovdi yag ws 75 wiogly dreyirixly im Tis 
dye T1; , (adbyaror tar 72 Th dury xai dyanar ra} 
pair ) Two; x23 Td geCit3ai: irdixerar yay Thy 
£vTdy xat ay 277), 121 poCizome. Jutio Mactyr, Re+ 
ſponl- ad Ocrchodox. 98. pag. 251. 
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Fear and Reverence. \And though the love and batred 
of God are inconſiſtent; ' Yet the ſcar and the love 
of God, not only may; but muſt dwell together in 
every gracious Soul. Re | | 


FOR,:-as the Conſideration of God's Goodneſs 
ſhould beget in our hearts, towards him, Love and 
Boldneſs ; (o the greatneſs of God (ſhould beget in us 
Fear and Reverence. As we love God for his Grace 
and Mercy, becauſe he hath, out of the abundant 
Riches of his Goodneſs, prepared Heaven: So we 
are to fear God for his Juſtice and Almighty Power, 
trembling continually before him, becauſe he is able to 
deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell. God hath, not 
only the tender Indulgence of a Father, but he hath 
alſo, the dreadful Copntenance-of a Judge : And as 
that doth keep us from deſpairing, fo this ſhould keep 
us from Preſuming; as the thovghts of God's Fatherly 
Indulgence, ſhould. work in us an intire Love and 
Aﬀection to him, ſo the thoughts of his juſt diſ- 
pleaſure againſt all Uarighteouſneſs,'muſt breed in us 
all Reverence and due Devotion, to work out our own 
Salvation with fear and tremblirg, Phil. 2. 12. Only 
vcu muſt know, there is a two-fold fear 5 the one 
ſinful and the- other holy ; the one ſervile and {laviſh, 
proceeding from a root of _ and Hatred in the 
Hears again(t God, the other filial and- child-like, 
proceeding from a Principle of Love to God, and his 
Glory. - Slaviſh Fear is difingenuous, making him;that 
is aRed by it, more afraid of Wrath, and Hell,-and 
Eternal Burnings, than he is of diſpleaſing the God 
of Heaven ; and therefore not becoming a Child cf 
God : But now, Filial Fear , it is wonderivl In 
penuous, filling the Soul, whenever it draws nigh to 
Ged, with all Reverent and Awſul Thoughts of 
tir, and cauſing. it to be more afraid of dilpleaſig 
Cod, and coming under his Frowns, than of Hell - 

4 (elf, 
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ſelf, with all the Torments thereof ; and this ye 
Fear wherewith the Lord muſt be Feared, and by 
which we may lawfully be ated, in all the ways of 
our Obedience. For though PerfeR Love caſteth out 
that Slaviſh Fear, which proceeds from the hatred of 
God, 1 John 4. 18. yet it doth not caſt out, but is 
the ground of Filial Fear and reverence towards God. 
Though it caſteth out Tormenting Fear ; yet it doth 
not ca(t out Obeying Fear. Though it caſt ovt the 
Son of the ( g ) Bond Woman, which is nothing bat 
a Servile Aﬀe&ion, that makes a Man turn the back 
many tim:s upon his beloved Corruptions, and do 
ſomething in a way of Obedience, not ſo much for 
fear _of loſing the Smiles and Favour of God, as for 
fear of ſuffering the Vengeance of Eternal Fire: Yer 
doth it never caſt out the Son of the ( 6) Free- 
Woman, which is an Holy AﬀeRion of Soul, making 
all that have it, Shun Sin,. and walk in Obedience 
before God, more for fear of diſpleaſing him and 
loſing his Smiles , than for fear of Everlaſtng Burt 
ings tn Hell it ſelf. So that the Fear of God, when 
not Servile but Filial, doth contribute as much to the 
ingetuity of our Obedience, as Love it ſelf ; making, 
us look, in all our Performances, not ſo much at Hea- 
ven and Hell, as at God himſ:If, that he may be 


—— 


(gs) Timor ſervilie eſt, cum per timorem Gebenne 
continet fe homo a peccato, quo preſentiam judicis, et 
peeas metuit, et timore fatit quicguid bon facit, non. 
timore amittendi aternum bonum quo4 amat ſed timore 
patiendi malum quod formidat. Non timet ne peroat 
amplexus pulcherrimi ſponſi, ſed timet ne mittatur in 
Gehennam. Lombard ex Augult, lib. 3. diltinR. 34. d. 

(hb) Timer caſtus ſive amicabilis eſt, quo timenus 
ne ſponſus tardet, ne diſcedat, ne offendamus, ne eo car- 
damus, Ibid. 
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pleaſed "with ns avd fmile upon os. And therefore, 
though God muſt be ſerved m Love, yet he loves no 
Service which hath not this Sovereign Ingredient of 
Filial Fear, Heb. 12. 28. as well knowing, that ſuch 
fear is nothing elſe but the Fire of Love, breaking 
forth into a pore flane of Holy Jealouſy, leſt God 
ftould be robbed cf his Glory, whilſt looking more 
in, ottr Obedience, to the Recompence of the Reward, 
than to Got! himſelf, we take the Crown from him, 
and fet -it upon the head 'of our own Happineſs. 
God is pleaſed indeed, at firſt, to ſet befure us Heaven 
and He'l, the one in all it's ( : ) Glory, and the othcr 
m all it's Torments, that by the Fear of Hell*tie may 
drive us out of Sin, and draw us, by the Love of Hea- 
ven, into ways of Holines : Bnt when once we have 
taſted, that the Lord is gracious, and found one days 
Communion with him, þctter than a Thcuſand elfe- 
where ; when once we have been on the top of P//zah, 
getting a Proſpect -of that Heavenly Canaan which 
God tath prepared fer us ; when once we have been 
taken up into the Monnt of Transhguration with God, 
beholding his imatchleſs 'Beauty , and tranſcendent 
Por why now 'the Lord will have us ated in all 
our Obedience, not fo vuch by the thoughts of Hea- 
wn ard Hell, as by love 'to himſelf, doing all that we 
do in the Service of God for his own-fake? As the 
Sainaritans (aid, Now we believe, not becauſe tho: haft 
faid it , but becauſe we have beard him our ſelves, 
and know that rhis is indeed the Chrift, the Saviour 
of the World, John 4. 42. So muſt we ſay, having 
taſted the goodneſs of God, in ways of 7 robin 
now. we ſerve thee, not laviſhly, as Perſons that are 


Me 


(:) Vide aominus wut a malis per ſuppliciorum for- 
midinem recedamns, et de timore fervorum ad gratiam 
fliorum tranſeanns. Hieron. ad Mal cap. 1. 
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meerly a&ed by a mercenary Spirit, by the fear of 
Hell and the hope of Heaven, but ingenuouſly, and 
oat of a Priticiple of love to the Lord, as counting it 
our Mes and Drink, our cbiefeſt Delight, our center 
of Reſt, our Heaven upon Earth, to glorify the God 
of Heaven, and enjoy Communion with him in the 
Beauties of Holineſs, Lycarges would have Virgins 
to*be Married withont any Portion, that { their 
Husbands might take them purely for Love, and not 
for any Sorgid, and By reſpets : Thus ( & ) Chri- 
ſtians, though we cannot love nor ſerye God without 
a Reward, yet we 1nuſt neither ſerve nor love him, 
ſo much for the Reward that he will Crowa us with, 
as for his own ſake. *'Tis Storied of ( 1) Alexander, 
that he was wont to ſay of his two Friends, Epheſtion 
and Craterus \, Epheſtion loves me, becauſe Iam Alex- 
ander, but Craterus loves me, becauſe I am K ing Alex- 
ander : implying, that the one loved his Perſon, and 
the other nothing eiſe but his Princely Gifts. Many 
there are in the World, whey, Craterzs-like, have a 
good mind to God's gifts and benefits that he be- 
itoweth on them, and for theſe they would ſ&m to 
love him : But ( #2 ) Chriſtians ſhould be fo many 
Spiritual Epheſtions, obeying the God of Heaven, and 
toving him for himſelf, and all other things in the 
\Yorld, Heaven and Glory it ſelf not excepted, for his 
{.ke. If there be any ſubortlination betwixt God and 
Heaven, ſurely then we ſhould rather love, and by 


(k) Non ſine premio diligitur deas quamyis fine 
1:twith premi) fot diligendus. Bernard. 

( 1) Hpanuy ra 0iazattardy @ , KeaTng® I ine. 
Cagniad;, Vide Plutarch. in Vit. Alex. 

(m) Cum Deus ſit ipſa efſentia bonitatis per ſe, et 
ultimus finis omnium, yropter ſeipſum guoque ailigendus 
e/f, Aquinas, 23 2. Q. 27. All, 
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atient continuance in well doing, ſeek after the 

Leward of Eternal Happineſs in Heaven, for God's 
fake, than love and ſeek after God, for Heaven's ſake, 
*Tis bard, I _ to diſtinguiſh betwixt God, and 
the Recompence of the Reward: (-) But, if any 
ſuch diſtinction may be made, we muſt rather love, 
and obey God for his own ſake, than for the ſake of 
that Eternal Reward, how glorious ſoever. For as 
Auſtin well faith, (o ) God will not be loved and 
ſerved, becauſe he gives us any Reward beſides him- 
ſelf ; but becauſe he gives us himſelf, aF our cxceed- 
ing great Reward, Ger. 15. 1, The Wife that in- 
tirely loves her Husband, the looks for no other Re- 
ward of her Love and Obedience to him, but only to 
enjoy him as her Husband : So we muſt not be acted, 
in our Obedience, by a Mercenary Spirit, looking 
more at our own Reward, than at God himſelf, but 
maſt think it a ſufficient Reward of all our Love and 
Obedience to God, that we ſhall, at length, enjoy him 
as our God in Chriſt Jeſus. When we are acted 
more in ways of Obedience by the Fear of Hell, and 
by the deſice of Heaven, than by Loye to God, this 
argues a fervile mercenary frame of Spirit , clearly 
evincing, that- our reſpect to the Recompence of the 
Reward is not ſuc" as it ought to be. For, though we 
way lawfully have reſpect to them both, looking upon 
the Torments of the ong, to deter us from Sinuing 


(n) Nec deum debemus amare propter premia, ſed 
premia proper deum. Pet. Mart. in Sam, 


(o ) Deus gratis ft vult coli, gratis ſe vault diligi , 
hoc eſt caſte amari : Non pterea ſe amari vult quia 
dat aliguid preter ſe, ſed quia dat ſe. Ault. iu Pl. 
$2. 
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againſt God, and = the- Comforts of the other, to 
encourage us to all holy walking before him ; yet 
that which ought to be the main Spring of all our 
Obedience, ſetting all on work for God, that which 
ſhould be the very Soul of all our Religious under- 
takings eſpecially, deriving Life, and the poreſt quint- 
efſence of Holingſs into them,why 'tis the Love of God 
ſhed abroad in our hearts. Oh therefore ſee to it, 
that in all your Obedience to God, you be acted, 
not by the Spirit of Bondage, but by the Spirit of 
Adoption z, not by Fear, but by Love; not by ſervile 
and mercenary, but by filial, and ingenuous Principles! 
You may ſet the Joys of Heaven on the Right Hand, 
and the Torments of Hell on the Left, having an eye 
to them Hoth, as firong incentives to quicken you in 
your motion : But the Love of God in Chriſt, this 
muſt be the fpring and main ground of your moving 
in Heaven's way. (p) For, we never Worſhip the 
Lord in a right way, we never ſerve God as we ſhould, 
till we can ferve him for himſelf: Nor do we con- 
ſult God's Glory at all, but our own ſecurity, when 
'tis only the fear of Helliſh Torments, and not the 
love that we ſhould bear to the Lord, that makes us 
walk in Obedience before "him. An heart rightly 
affected in the Services of God, is fo ingennons,and ſs 
throughly ſteeped in the Chriſtal Stream of Divine 
L ove, that though there were no Heaven, no Hell, no 
Reward, nor Puniſhment, yet it would conſtrain a 
Man to. do his Duty, making him to ſhun Sin, and to 


CE I—R—— 


(p ) Deum non colimus niſi propter deum, ut deus 
guem colimus, ipſe fit merces, Nam gui dews ideo 
colit ut alignid aliud promereatur quam ipſum , won 
guem colit ailigit, quia non ipſum, ſed alind concupi- 
ſcit, Proſper in Pal. 11g. 
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walk in all opright Obedience before the Lord. (7g) 
Let God ſay to ſuch an one, Crown yourſelves with 
alt Earthly Delights, and take your fill of a!l Mun- 
dane Pleafores ; Cloathe yourſelves in Purple, and fare 
Delicioaſly every day ; Sin as much as yoa will, and 
deny yoarſelves in nothing that a Carnal heart can 
defire, yet yon ſhall never die for it, nor be caſt into 
Hell, only this ſhall be your Puniſhment, that you 
hall never fee my Face,nor enioy my Favour : Why, 
ſuch is the ſtrength of the Love which he b:ars to the 
God of Heaven, that he would tremble at ſuch an 

, and not much be tempted with it to ſm againſt 
* the Lord; not fo much becauſe he is afraid of falling 
into Hell, as becauſe he is unwilling to offend that 
God whom his Soul loveth, and whoſe Favour he 
looks upon as better than Life it ſelf, A true Chri- 
ſtian, though he may fear Hell, and eſchew it, with a 
fear of flight and averſation, yet this is not the Spring 
of his Motion, but, as the Primam Mobile ſets all the 
other Spheres a going , and as the Soul, informing 
the Body, gives Life and Motion to the whole Man, 
.f the Love of God, ſhed abroad in the heart, this is 
the Spring of a Chriſtian's Obedience, ſetting all the 
Facatties of his Soul, as ſo many Heavenly Orbs, a 


(4) Ipſe Chriſtianus were ef#, gui proficiendo 
pervenzet ad talem animum, ut plus amet dominiun, quam 
timeat Gehennam ;, ut etianſi dicat ills deus, utere 
delicijs carnalibas ſempiternis, et quantum potes pecca, 
nec morieris, nec in Gehtmnam mitteris, ſed mecum 
tartum modo non eris: FExhareſcat, et omnino non 
percet, non jam wt in ill/ud quod timebat, non incidat, 
fed ne illum quem fic amat offendat 5, in quo uno ei 
requies, quam oculus non widit , nec auris audeuity 
nee in cor hominis aſcerdit, Auguſt. de Catechiezz nd. 
Rudik. cap. 17. 
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oing for God , and putting Life into all it's Per- 
| n__ Fc The Sparks do not more Naturally fly 
upward, than the Love of God doth actuate, draw , 
forth, and carry a Chriſtian. in ways of Obedience, 
to God. (r) He ſerves God becauſe he loves him, 
and he loves him becauſe he will love him, looking 
npon this as a ſufficient reward of all, that he hath a 
od to ſerve and love, in whom be cannot but reft 
and delight, ( according to the Notation of the Word, 
fof Love in the ( /) Greek, and the Nature of the 
Letters making vp the word for Love in the Hebrew 
Tongue, which are all of them quie/cent ) as in bis 
proper Centre. Love to God winds ap a Chriſtian's 
AﬀeRions, to that intention of Zeal and Fervency, 


that he undergoes a kind of compulſzon, and bath an - - 


holy neceſſity within himſelf, conſtraining him to 
walk before in all ducifal Obeliencs.. The hope 
of Heaven before may draw him, and the fear of Hell 
behind may drive him: But Love is that vital Prin- 
ciple within whereby he is acted, and which, like the 
very Soul of Obedience,teacheth him a natural Mation. 
So that, in a Chriſtians Obedience, Force and Free; 
dom, Violent and Voluntary, Necetlity and Li - 
yea, the moſt pure Liberty, and the moſt, powerful 


bt. Mt. Mt. AM. 


(r ) 'AuTaquis nuly wr doilttay ©S Tire jiry 78 
Sava, b71 Sidp pur. Cyrill. Catech. 6, 
'Aye7@ , as fome conjeRore, js derived of 
dar, Which fignifieth-much, and mwt&z,, to Reſt, the 
Nature of the affeQion expreſſed by this word being 
ſuch, that it makes a Man acquieſs, and reſt fully 
ſatisfied. with what he loves. And for the Hebrew 
word JIN fonificat ( as Grammarians obſerves ) ali- 
quid renerum et affettione plenum , ut ſit 55] _ 


dominum qui in e0 ſibi placet, et arquieſcit. l 
£16. 1, | 


Necelſlity, 
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Neceſlity, they meet together. "Cr ) For though the 
Love of Chriſt doth conſtrain them : yet th Oe by 
*, any fercible, but by a loving neceſſiry. («) Trul 
Lave alone, is the greateſt T yrant, over-powering, a 
other Powers, as'Chryſoftom well. obſerves : and yet 
there are none that do perform ſuch ſpontaneous and 
willing Obediente to God, as thoſe that have the 
commands of this Heavenly Tyrant upon them, lying 
under th&fweet conſtraints of Divine Love. | 


6. AND Laſtly. We are to 'bave an Eye to the 
Recompence of. the Reward, not Prepoſterouſly, negleft- 
ing to uſe the means, appointed by God for the attaining 
thereof ;, but Regularly, giving all diligence to become 
holy, and 'to work out our own Salvation, in a way of 
all upright and holy walking before the Lord. We 
may lawfully have reſpeR& to the Recompence of Re- 
ward, but remember, it muſt be in the ways of Obe- 
dience, that we may not deceive ourſelves, expeRing 
a Crown cf Happineſs, when we never take care to 
follow after Holineſs. God cloathes indeed the Lilies 

of the field , though they neuher Toyl , nor Spin , 
Aat. 6. 26, 29. But unlkfs wetoil, and give dili- 
gence to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for SauCtificati- 
on, God will never cloathe our Souls with the Robes 
of bleſſed Immortality. He feeds the Fowls of the 
Air, though they neither Sow , wor Reap, or gather 
into Barns: But if we ſhould negleR to Sow Righ- 
teouſnels, not endeavouring to gather the Fruits of his 
holy Spirit into our own Souls, to be fare we (tall 
never be ſuffered to feed upon the Tree of Life in 


(t) Hdydm 77 xoiro? wndnparinel wan Tore 
xls GUO HRS; Ard yYRELE. 
(#) 'Ovles yay ns, warms Trramif& «vin i «- 
171 id} Torarmarhy;a. 
the 
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the Paradiſe of God. The Lord hath ſtiled himſelf, 
a plentiful Rewarder, bur it's only of thoſe, who dili- 
gently ſeck him, Heb. 11. 6. And, becauſe he is an 


N, ', 6 


Holy God, we muſt therefore ſeck him in a way of 4 


Holineſs, would we ever find bim rewarding us with a 
Crown of Righteouſneſss If « Man ( faith the 
Apoſtle) ſtrive for Mafteries, yet is he not Crowned, 
cwm_—_ be ſtrive lawfully , 2 Tim. 2. 5. The only 
lawful ſtriving for Heaven and: Glory, is againſt the 
Corruptiuns of our own Nature, to cleanſe ourſelves 
from all filthineſs: cf Fleſh and Spirir, labouring to 
perfet Holineſs in the fear of God, to mortify through 
the Spirit, the deeds of the Body, and to enter in at 
the ſtrait Gate of Regeneration ; and except we thus 
ſtrive, look we may at the Recompence of Reward, 
but Ged will never Crown us with it. For,certainly 
God makes none happy hereafter, but whom firſt he 
makes holy- here : Nor will he put any thing in 
Poſſeflion of Eternal Glory , but thoſe in whom he 
firſt puts his holy Spirit,to make them Gracious. The 
only way, amongſt . the Romans, to the Temple of 
Honour, was through the Temple of Virtue: Thus, 
the Lord hath made Virtue the way to Honour, 
amongſt Chriſtians, pray - them firſt to Virtue, 2 
Pet. 1. 3. and then to (w ) Glory; fo that Virtue maſt 
be ſought by way of Preparation, before ever a ſtate 
of Glory can be their Fruition. Heaven muſt firſt be 
brought down into our Souls by SanRtification, before 
our Souls can poſlibly be taker up into Heaven for 
their Glgrification, The Kingdom of Heaven, it's a 
pure place, it's an Inheritance that is Incorruptible, 
and undefiled : Wharſoever therefore is unclean, and 


_—— 


(w) Natura mentis humane qQuantumcunque pe y- 
{ef naturalibus donis, objque gratia non eſt ſuſcepti- 
ilis glorie., Pariſienſis lib. de Vigt. c. 21. 


defileth, 
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defileth, can never enter into it, Rev. 21. 27. In Tres 
land, the Soil is ſo pure that no venemous Creature 
will live there: To re, ſuch is the ipnite puri 
of that Soil, in the Land of Promiſe, the heavenly 
Cenasr, that thoſe who are infefed with the Venome 
and Poy ſon of Sin, not labquring to cleanſe themſelves 
fram it, cannot poſlibly live there. Fooliſh Sinners 
are apt to pleaſe themſelves, with ſome pleaſaut dreams, 
about going to Heaven when they dye, not confider- 
ing, how vexatiaus, and contrary that boly habitation 
would be to them, i1:ould they ccme thithep with their 
Natures unſantified. For the accomplittment of true 
delight, there mult be an harmoniuus couformity and 
correſpon.lency, betwixt the faculty and the object, 
about which. it is conyerſant : So that, if the faculty 
be not ducly prepared, let the abje&t be never fo 
preaſant, Jet. it will afford nothing of true delight, 
ta deal of vexation and weprinels. The Syn 1s a 
pleaſant objeR, affording wuch delight and fatisfactt- 
on, to one that hath no impedunent in his ſight, and 
yet to ſore Eyes, there is nothing more aftlicting and 
tedious, than to behold it: Thus, though Heaven be 
a place of. unſpeakable Pleaſure , adorned with all 
lorjous Gibie&ts that a gracious heart can deſire, yet 
ſhould 2 Man unſantified came there, he would think 
himſelf in the very Suburbs of Hell, and inſtead of 
meeting with bappineſs therein, he would find it 2 
place of his greatelt diſquictment, If our firſt Parcnts 
were, by one Sin, fo far indiſpoſed for Communion 
with God , that they were notable to bear his 
Preſence, nor {0 much as able to look upon the back 
parts of God, in the Earthly Paradice, hut ſought, 
through the dread of his Preſence ſeizing upon them, 
to hide themſelves from the Eyes of Omniſciency ; 
How then will unſanRified Sinners, whole Souls are 
.become a very Soom of all Unrightegufnefs, be able 


'to-bear the: holy Preſence of God, to ſee him ay to 
| ace, 


For the Comfort of Siow's Mourners. 71 


face, and to look fully upon . the Brightneſs' of his 
Glory, in the heavenly Paradice, where they ſhall not 
have the leaſt Fig-leef to hide the ſhame of - thar 
nakedneſs ? Believe it, Sinners, unleſs your fore-eyes 
behealed, and your Natures Sandtified, you may find 
as much comfort in Hell, as you could in beholding 
the Face of God in Heaven. That Heaven, which is 
a Paradice of all delights to a gracious Sou}, you that 
are not SanQified and made New Creatures, you 
would find it a very Tophet, a place of all helliih and 
intollerable Torments, ſhould you enter into 1t. In 
Ireland, they fay, is a Fountain, whoſe Waters kill all 
thoſe Beaſts that drink of them, but is pleaſant ro the 
Peaple, not hurting them, though they uſuallv drink 
of it: Thus, though that pure Kiver of Water in the 
New Fer«/alem, proceeding out of the Throne of God, 
and of the Lamb, Rev- 22. 1. be more pleaſant than 
life it ſelf to all God's People, yet, ſhoald any brutiſh 
Sinner, be ſuffered to drink of thoſe Waters, he would 
find them more bitter than the ſtroke of death. For 
the Soul matt firſt be made a prepared ſubje& for 
Heaven and the Joys thereof, or Heaven it ſelf would 
be an Hell to it, and the Joys of Heaven, they would 
fill it with the greateſt, and moſt exquifire Torments. 
And truly, woul4 Ungodly Sinners but ſet Reaſon 
a-work, they might ealily fatisfy themſelves of their 
own unfitne(s for Heaven, an1 what an hel it would 
be to them ſhould they come there. They that count 
it a wearinels to ſerve the Lord a few hours together 
on Earth, how can they think themſelves fit for Hea+ 
ven, where they muſt ſerve him day and night with- 
out cealing to all Eternity. If they find it (o tedious 
to be reſtrained from Vanity, by the preſence of a 
faithfal Miniſter, or a ſerious Chriſtian, for a little 
ſcantling of tine, How can they think theaſelves able 
ro bear the preſence, of an infinitely holy God, re- 
ſtraining them fro.n all their Sins, and plealurable 
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Vanities for ever ? When they cannot endure to 
ſpend a ſhort Sabbath, with ſeriouſneſs, in the worſhip 
of God, but are preſently tired ont, longing that the 
Sabbath were over, What fitneſs: have they to ſpend 
an Everlaſting Sabbath, in worſhiping the God*of 
Heaven, which will never be over ? Grace, dawn- 
ing in God's People, is now their burden, their fore 
eyes cannot Jook upon the brightneſsof it ;'Oh then, 
How .mable will they be to bear it, when all zt's im- 
perfeions being done away, it ſhall break forth into 
a bright Sun-ſhine of eternal dazling giory f Ob be 
convinced, that you. muſt firit be made holy, or you 
can never be made happy; you muſt firſt be ſanctifed, 
or You can never be ſaved ; you uaft firſt be cteanſed 
from all unrighteouſneſs, and made New Creatures, 
or you - will never be fit to inhabit the New Fersſalem. 
£E#ther might not come into the Kings Preſence, till 
firſt ſhe was waſhed and purified : So, till firſt we 
be tbroughly waſhed in the Laver of Regeneration, 
and purificd thereby, from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, we can - never enjoy God's Preſence. in a ſtate 
of Gtory.' Holineſs ts that which becomes God's 
Houſe, - and therefore, except you follow after Holi- 
neſs, and purſue it, you - muſt never look ro come to 
Heaven, the place of God's holy babitation. *Tis 
fabled of Hercales, in the Flames of Oera, that he left 
the Garment, ſent hum by .Decanire, which could not be 
got off, without tearing his Fleſh, and fo became Im- 
mortal : If you have not alteady- prevented me in 
the accommodation, the Moral of the Apologue 1s 
this ;You muſt put off the Rags of your own Filthineſs, 


- Jaying aſide every weight, Heb. 12. 1. and the Sin 


which doth tenacionſly cleave to you, would you ever 
ener upon a ſtate of bleſſed and glorious Immortality. 
As the riſmg Sun muſt needs .go before the perfect 
day : So ſanctifying Grace muſt needs go before, and 
is that alone, which can fit us for (eternal Ny" 
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Gad hath told you' in his holy 'Word, that nothin 
which defileth, That ever Pe Now Feruſt- 
lem : And whomſpever the. voice of God, ſpea 
in the Scriptures, ſhuty out of. Heaven in this Life, 
they ſhall ugdoubtedly be ſbut out! of Heaven in the 
Life to come. $0 that in rain hall you look for happi- 
neſs in the World to come, if here you give not dili- 
e to be holy, walking in all dutiful Obedience be- 
ore the God of Heaven. Phernaces ling up th 
Arms againſt Ce/ar, ſent him a Crown, thinking by 
ſach a Preſent, to appeaſe his Wrath, but Ceſar. iend- 
ing it back again, returned him this anſiver, Faceret 
smperata prixs, let him firſt lay down his Arqs, and 
return to his Obedience, and then his Croam ſhould 
be accepted of by way of Recognizance : Thus, as 
Ceſar would not accept of a Crown, fo, to he ſure, 
God will never give a Crown af Glory to thoſe, by 
way of Recompence, wham he ſees to be up in Re- 
bellion againſt him, not labouring to become holy and 
to walk in Obedience before him. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is a place prepared for Children, and not for 
Strangers ; for Friends, and not for: Enemies ; for 
ſuch as are pure and undefiled in their way, aad not 
for the wicked and unrighteous, 1 Cor. 6.9. . who muſt 
never, continuing ſuch, inherit the Kingdom of Ga 
ThE Ark of Noah was a Receptaclg for Beaſts that 
were unclean, as well as for thoſe that were clean : 
But into Heaven there ſhall in no wiſe enter ( as was 
ſaid ) any thing that defileth and is unclean. Let 
then, I beſeech you, the conſideration of all this make 
yau careſul,to ſeek after Heaven and Glory, in a way 
of Grace and Holineſs. ( x ) Holinek 3s the Pcr- 
ſpeRive through which we muſt ſee God. *Tis as 


_— 
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poſlible to ſee the Sun without Eyes, as to ſee God 
and be ſaved without Botinefs. For, without Holineſs 
no Man can ſee the Lord, Heb. 12, 14- There is an 
(y ) Inheritande laid up for'Saints in light, but in'cafe 
you walk in darkneſs, not labonring to make your- 

' ſelves meet for it, you muſt never look to enooy it, 
Colo. 1. 12. Oh that you wouk therefore be daily 
Mortifying your ( z ) Corruptiens, breaking off your 
Sins by Repentance, perireting Holineſs in the fear 
of Ged, and ſo preparing your ſelves for Kleaven, that 
you may be counted meet 10 be partakers of that 
g/orions Inheritance. He that Soweth not his Field, 
tath no hope toReap it; he that runneth not the 
Race,hath no hope of the Garland ; he that Fighteth not 
the Fatte), hath no hope to obtain the Croun : Why 
thus," tny Friends, if you fit down fatisfied without 
Grace, not labouring to become piite and holy, and 
unblameable before God in love, you can never have 
any good hope to' coſe the Rarveſt, the Garland, the 
Crown of Etcrnal Life, Ephef. 2. 12. 


PROMISE yourſelves what happineſs you pleaſe, 
ard be” as confident of your own good condition as 
you will ; Yet, believe it, Sirs, unleſs now, with the 
Wiſe Virgins, you get Oyl in your Lamps, and Grace 
in your Souls, you muſt- never fit down with Chriſt 
in the Kingdom of God to the Marriage-Supper. For 


(y) Negat guenquam poſſe deum videre ſine San- 
EHimonia 7; quoniam non 4'ijs oculis videbimus dem, 
quam qui. reformati ſunt ad ejus imaginem,” Calvin. ' 

(z) NMutari nos oporet et novas Creaturas effici 
priufquam-particives 4 poſſurmus eeleftium beneficic- 
rum, Nam innobis nibil eſt alind Quam ſumma ineptitudo 
ad bonum ſpirutuale ſive intelligendum, ſive faciendum, 
ſeve denique capienduri, Daverant. in 1 ccum. 
wag. EY to 


For the Comfort of Sion's Moarners. 557 


to preſume of Life and Hapyineſs, without ( « ) Grace 

Holineſs, is the next way to loſe them both, and 
to plunge. yourſelves Jceper in Eterfal Miſery, Pre- 
ſumption ,being ſtill the Preface to Damnation. And 
are you grawn (o ſecare indeed, that you can fit down 


ſatisfied without that, which alone can make you meet © 


for Heaven and Eternal Glory ? Oh, methinks, that 
unmarceſcible Crown of Lite, that far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of Glory, whereof you muſt ever- 
laſtingly fall. ſhort, if yoy keep it not in the way of 
ferious PraQtical Holineſs, ſhould make you give all 
diligence, to get Grace into yoar hearts, and to be- 
come holy ! , Is it nothing do. you think to mils of 
Eternal Glory, to be eternally (hut out of God's 
heavenly Kingdom, and for. ever to loſe that Crown 
: Righteoulgeſs, that fulneſs of Joy, and thoſe Plea- 
ures, which are.at God's Right Hand for evermore ? 
Oh what everlaſting helliſh borrour will ll your 
Souls at Death and Judgment, ſhould you ſpend your 
lives in Vanity, not ſtriving, to perfet holineſs in the 
fear of God ! Oh that you would look upon a grace- 
leſs condition, and negligence in the ways of God 
now, as You will look upon it, when for want of grace 
and diligence in Heaven's way, the Lord {ſhall throw 
you down for ever jnto belliſh Torments, the Lord 

11 puniſh you with everlaſting deſtrution from his. 
own bleſſed Preſence, an1 bid you depart accarſed 
snto everlating fire, prepared for the Devil and hys 


Angels Oh the unſpeakable horruur, Oh the ever-, 


laſting dreadful confuſton, that will then fall upon 
ous Oh what Worlds would you not give to. be 
aved, when, for want of ſanQifying _-_ you muſt 
of neceſlity be damned for ever ! 1 what would 


(4 ) *H UT. Ji61s T%; ovTyplas , wipers yirerz:e inns 
Atzas, Cyril. 
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you. not now do to come to Heaven, when for want of 
Holineſs you are fre to be thrown down into hellifh 


Torments, and there ſhut up amongſt damned Spirits, 
in everlaſting Chains, cr tug darknek ! In the four of 
God, and out of tender compallion to yont own 
Immortal Souls » do not reſt a moment longer in a 
celeſs condition , but as ever you defire to be 
aved, now labour to be throughly fandified, and as 
ever you would fee the face of God in Glory, now 
labour to walk before him in alt holy Converſation 
and Godlineſs! Never think to be ercenarij, if 
you, will not be Operar;j: You can never receive 
the Reward of Eternal Glory, when you dye, if you 
work not hard in God's Vineyard, fo Iong as you 
live. The Lord will give you both the upper, and 
the nether Springs, both Grace and Glory :_ But on 
this condition, that yon eſponſe Achſab his Danghter, 
that you devote Fourſelves to: the praQtice of Piety, 
endeavonring, to perfe& holineſs in the fear of God, 
Heb. 12. 28. There is a Kingdom that caynot be 
moved, there is a (b ) Crown of Life, more glorious 
than the { c San in it's Noon'day Brightnels, there 
is fulneſs-of Joy in God's Preſence, together with 
j poullatielying (d) Ptrafures, at ths Right Rand for 
= evermore, and all this you may have for your Portion, 
| and to make you evertaftingly happy, but then you 
maſt ſeek it in God's own way, by patient eon- 
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(6b) Bariatiza <mAdins, 
(c ) 1 Cor. g. 25. Sigar@ dpdzpr. 


(4) NA MAP? The Words fignify fuch Pleas 
furcs, as ſhall. never end, bug will run Faraliel. with 
Eternity 1t {clt, 
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tinuance in ( e ,) Well-doing, and. by 4 life of Serious 
Practical Holineſs. He that would have a good 
yeſt, maſt diligently Till and Sow bis Groaud ; 
you muſt break up the fallow Ground of your 
Hear ts, endeavouring to Sow to the. Spirit, would you 
ever obtain a bleſſed Harve(t, in which ,you may reap 
a full. Crop of Eternal Joy. God -hath tyed- Grace 
and Glory, Holineſs and Happineſs together : 
that, no Grace, no Glory ; no Holinels here, no 
Happineſs hereafter. -. Wholſoever leads a lewd un- 
ſanRikied life on Earth, ſhall never lead a bleſſed and 
glorified life in Heaven. As no Man might be in the 
Wedding:-houſe, not having on a Wedding-garmeat, 
Meat. 22. 11, 12. So whoever is not found cloathed 
with” the garments of Righteouſneſs, he ſhall neyer 
enter into a Manſion of glory, nts 47 houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens, 2 Thef. 2. *3. 
The Image of God mult firſt be renewed upon you, 
in the Beauties of Holineſs, before ever Fn can be 
capable of ſeeing the face of Ge. in Sion, or be 
counted meet to be Inhabitants of the New Feruſs- 
lem. \Look at Heaven and Glory as muck as you 
will, and let your eye be {till fixed upon the Recom- 
pence of the Reward : Yet, if you ſeek it not by 
patient continuance in well doing, endeavouring to 
cleanſe yourſelves from all fllthinels of Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, you are never like to be Crowned with it. . In 
vain do we look at Heaven and Eternal Glory, fo 
long as we live in, Sin, never ſtriving to be holy, 


————__—_— 
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FfiMtizy, Cyrill, Hier. Catechef. 1, Pag. 2. 
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.practiſe: Burt now there is_not the ] 
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which is nothing but to walk in the way that leads 
to Hell and everlaſting Miſery. For then only have 
we due reſpe&t to the Recompence of the Reward, 
when we ſeek it in a way of Obedience, endeavouri 
to be changed Into the likeneſs, purity, and holine 
of that God, who hath promiſel, that ſo doing, he 
will Crown us with it, 


——_— 


——— 
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The Do#rin Proved ; evincing the Laofulnef 
of having a Reſpeit ty the Recompence of 


the Rewara, in I'weluve Particulars. 


HI. AVING thus ſhewed you, What it is t> 

have Rgſpet to the Recompence of the 

; ou way do fo, we are in the next 

place to' evince it, for your better ſatisfaction, by 

ſome Scriptural Demonſtrations, That you ore aliow- 

ed of God, to bave reſpe to the Recompence of the 

Reward, and may l:wiully do fo in all yuur Obedt 
cnce. 


1. WE may lawfully have Reſpeft, in our Obedi- 
ence, to the Recompence of the Reward, becauſe God 
himſelf hath commanded us, that we ſhould ds ſo. Had 
not the Lord, by his own Authority, enjoyning us, 
by Patient continuance in Well-doing, to leek after 
Heaven and Glory, made it our duty to do fo, we 
might well have queſtioned the + BAN of fuch a 

eaſt ground of 

Hefitancy, wor aiy colour of Reaſon, why we ſhould 
queſtion, Whether that PrafQtife may be lawful, and 
curant amongit Chriſtians, which hath God's. own 
Lnage 


i 6 '* "TR 
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Image and Superſcription written anon #? The Lord 
yrs Afro us, that we ſhould ſeek the Kingdom of 
God, A4at. 6, 33. as'our end, and his Righteouſneſs, 
as the only adequate means leading thereto; he bath 
bid - vs lay up for our felves a Treafure in Heaven ; 
he requires of us all, that, we ſhould work out onr own 
Salvation with fear and trembling , Phil. 2. 12, he 
hath willed vs, the ſeeking of thoſe things that are 
abave, Col. 3. 1, 2. enjoyning us, to lay hold upon Eter- 
nal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 12. And ſhall we ſtill queſtion 
the lawfulneſs of that PraQice, for which we have a 
Mandamus ſent forth of God, and therein an un- 
queſtionable Warrant, ſealed and ſubſcribed by the 
unerring hand of Heaven it ſelf ? From God's O- 
pertet, which is wrapt up in every one of his Com- 
mandments, that are, all of them, holy, and juſt, and 
good, Rom, 7. 12. we may, doubtlels, concludingly 
infer the Chriſtians PraQtical Licet, without ſeeming, 
in the leaſt, to patrocinare, or give countenance to 
any Unchriſtian, Diſingenuous, and Mercenary 'Per- 
formance. If God ſay, we mu#?, the inference will be 
vndeniable, that Chriſtians, by patient - continuance 
in Well-doing, may lawfally, here on Earth, ſeek for 
Glory and Honour, for Immortality and Eternal Life 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. Form the Argument in 
what mode and figure you pleaſe, fare I am, That 
. Wherever the Will and Command of Got are made 
the Premiſes, theleaſt that you can put in theConcly 
without refle&ting diſhonour upon God hiaſelf, mn 
be the Legality and Holineſs of the practiſe inferred 
from them. For, fince the Will of God is the only 
adequate rule and meaſure of all Holineſs, How can 
we but acknowledge that to be lawful and holy,which 
doth harmoniouſly accord with it, and in every way 
proportionate thereto, ſo far as we figd it to be tranl- 
cribed jnto Holy Writ ? The Holineſs of Man doth 
conſiſt 
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nt in bis (f) Anological reſemblance of, and con- 
| ener with God, who is alone the ſure _ 
the grand Exemplar, and the objective cauſe of all, 
wity and Holineſs in the Creature, Every action 
of Man is boly or unholy, according to it's con- 
formity with,or contrariety to the Will of God..Holi- 
neſs is nothing elſe but a pure derivation from God 
himſelf, the Spring and Fountain of all Purity : And 
puny) Fagan is conveyed into the Heart and 
.iyes of Men, from this pare Foamain, through the 
lden Pipes of God's Commandments, it muſt nceds 
be holy, and juſt, and good. For, to be ſure, con- 
formity with the rule of Holineſs, can never wake a 
Man unholy : no more than walking in the light can 
produce darkneſs. Did our Holineſs conſiſt in a con- 
formity with ſome elle befides God's holy Will, in a 
conformity -with the Decrees of Counſels, with the 
uneertain Records of Antiquity, with the Judgment 
of Fathers, with Eccleſiaſtick Conſtitutions , with 
Enthuſiaſtick lmpulſes, or with the diRates of an 
Errenious Conſcierce , embracing . many times the 
ſhadow of Holines, and engaging Men to the ſtrict 
obſervation of that, for the doing whereof, God never 
gave his Fiat, we might then indeed come under 
cenſure, and be impeached of urholineſs, for conform- 
ing our ſelves to the Will of God, endceavouring to 
tranſcribe his Commandments into cur Lives and Con- 
verſations. But to ſet up all theſe, or any of theſe 
for a Rule, making them the ftandard of Holineſs, 
were to ulurp God's Sovereign Authority, and to fer 
the Crown of his Glory upon. the head of a poar 


and. Ada. a —— FRY 


(f) Summa puritas conſeitit in adbeſione cum 
deo ;, nam dens eft ratio objettiva, et menſura fantli- 
ratt;s, Le. de PerfeR divin, lib. 8. c. 1. 


obſcure 
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obſcure non-entity, or ſomething worſe ; juſt as if a 
Man ſhould go about to make a ſmall gy ran we 
and Mother of the vaſt Oceany or, as if he 

make that little Ray of B which diſſembles 
itfelf in a dark Glow-worm, the Fountain - of Light to 
the glorious Sun. © Doubtleſs;as 
of 'our Being, ſo he muſt be the only Rule of all oar 
Operations, We- cari no- more be i in 
theſe, than we are in that. For ſince we livein God, 
and have our Bemg from him, there is nothing in all 
the World, that can denominate us t Holy, bat a 
care to #& and move according to his Righteous Will. 
Every Imprefiion ſuppoſes a Seal from whence it 
came z every Stream will tead you to the Spring: head, 
out of which it iſſued, and came bubbling forth x; 
every Beam of Light doth put you in "mind of the 
Sun, out of which 1t ſhines, and upon whith it dorh 
neceſſarily depend : So whatever you ſte that is 
Good, that is Pure, and ſhining forth, with a native 
Luſtre and commanding Beauty, in the Lives 
it may well bring to your Remembrance the 
Heaven, who is the Fountain of all Goodneſs, the 


with thoſt clarified Beams of Holineſs, and without 
whoſe uninterrupted Irradiations, like-refracted Bea 

y would preſently ceaſe to ſhine, and become a 
dark Chaos of all confafions. For, as Light m the 
Air is nothing but a derivation from the ' Sun, that 
Fountain of Light: So, Holineſs, in us, is nothing 
but a Pure Emanation of Goodneſs, and & noble 


progeny of Moral ReQirades, fpringing from, and 


Xn 

orn, wot of Blood, nor of the will of the Fleſh, nor of 

the will of Man, but of the will of God bimfeif, Jolm 
T. 13. Whoſe Image and Soperſcription they bear. 
Indeed ſome things are intrinſically good, they havea 
nazive 
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native Beauty, they are effentially Pure, and there- 
fore God wills them ; whereas ceive og are only 
Amiable, and holy, and good, becauſe God wils them; 
fo that they bave no moral Entity and (3oodneſs, but 
what they receive from the Signature of God's Will, 


and Command, upon them : However, whether we 


ſeek of things that are Intrinſically Good, or of things 
that are Meerly Good, from the Qommand of God 
in'oyning them, yet ſurely their Ga>dngſs is not Inde- 
pendant, and the meaſure of it ſelf, but doth wholly 
cunſiſt in that beautiful Reſemblance, and harmomious 
Analogy, which they have with God's holy Will 
For, all Created Excellency, it ſhineth with a bor- 
rowed light ; whatever Goodneſs is in the Creature, 
it is only dy way of Participation from God, pre-ſup- 
(z) poſing the ſame tranſeendently treaſured vp in him, 
even as the Impreſiion preſuppoſes the Seal that made 
it : So that there is noform, nor comelineſs, nor beau- 
ty in any thing, that we ſhould delire it, any further 

we find —_— bright _—_ _ —__ = 
reignty, ar the plai ription of his Holineſs, in 
legible | 6 pee. it. (b) For,God himſelf 
its the Centre of all Good, and Holineſs, from which 
the Lines of al} Moxal ReQtitaudes, and Divine Virtues 
are drawn, according tv which they are regulated, in 
which they are conſerved, and into which returning, 
they muſt ultimately reſolve themſelves. 


SINCE Holineſs then is nothing elſe but an har- 
monious Conformity with, and a Franſcript of his 
Fighteous Will concerning us : Why ſhould wecount 
our having a ReſpeRt to eternal Glory, any Forfei- 


(g) O mnis Sanftitas participata ſuppon1tSarttitatem 
eſſentiam. Bk. : | 

(h) Nikhil eſt bonitatis create in toto entis ambity, 

quin a deo produtta, a deco exemlata, a deo conſervata, 


et in deum ordin.ata eff. wre 


y. -W 


ol. 


For the Comfort of Sion's Mourners, 83 
ture of ourHolineſs, T or go about to cenſure that Pra- 
Rice, as Unlawſut, for which we have God's own F+- 
at ? Were not this to make more Sins than God 
ever made, and to go about, by a kind of Interpreta- 
tive Blaſphemy, to nnpeacb the infinitely Holy God of 
giving, not only his Impricator, but his Fir alſo, to 
unboly PraQtiſes, commanding Men to ſeek after Heav- 
en and Glory, from the beho!ding whereof, they ſhould 
(according to what ſome 4 Dogmatize) turn away their 
eyes, 3s the greateft Vanity ? But, dare we ſay, That 
Mens _— the I ight of the Son, is Darkneſs 
to them ? , That Conformity with - God's Righ- 
teons Will, is the cauſe of any unrighteous Praftiſe? 
Sirs, to queſtion the Legality and Holineſs of Duties 
commanded, is to queſtion his Holineſs, and the Lavy- 
fulneſs of his Aathority, who commanded them. How 
dare we then ſay, that is Bitter m the Fruit, which we 
know to be Sweet in the Root ? How can we count 
that Impure in the Streams, which we dare not bur 
confeſs to be Pure in the Fountain ? How dare we 
traduce that as Sinful in the PraQtiſe, which we know 
to be Holy, and Juſt, and Good m the; Precept ? 
How dare we, to be ſhort, look Chriſtians as 
Diſingenuous and Tranſgrefling in thar, - which ' they 
purely A& in Obedience 'to 's Commands. If 
God, Chriſtian, bid thee, by patient continuance in 
well-doing, ſe.k for Heaven and Glory, do not doubt 
but his Command will fufficiently ſecure thee from tye 
Cenſure of a Lepalit, or Mercenary in ſo doing, be- 
fore Men and Angels. For, Who ſball lay any thing 
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are the Holy Precepts and Commandments 
of RG ann then ? Rom. 8. 33. 


2. WE muy (ently bong Reſpeft in our Obedience 
to the Recompence of the Reward, becanſe the maf# E- 
minent of God's faithful Servants bave dane ſo before 


#s, We have not only Precept, but Preſident to war- - 


rent our Practiſe in this caſe , there being none of the 
le of God, but by ſiriving to enter in at the 
Krait Gate, by laying up for themſelves a Treaſure in 
Heaven, by Suffering with Chrilt, that they wight be 
Glorified together with bim, have clearly Comment- 
ed and Paraphraſled ypon thoſe and the like Portions of 
Holy Scripture, that we, knowing thus the mind of 
God therein, may go and do likewiſe. Thus Dau: 
4s Man after God's own Heart, ( Pſalm, 119. 112. 
and therefore ſurely no Mercenary, he inclin'd his 
Heart to perferm Gud's holy Statutes alway, as expe- 
Qing in the end the Reward of eternal Glory, In 
the Original, it is ever r0 the end, ( INS Fruttas pre- 
muurs , £Q quod frattys poſtremum, et finis laboris ef ) 
and-ſo our own Tranſlation renders it : But yet the 
fame Word doth alſo fignfy a Reward, which is not 
uſcally given bcfore the end of our Works ; clearly 
implyme, That Davs4 hiving an Eye to the Recam- 
pence of ihe Reward, did more Cheerfully run the 
way of God's Commandments. David was willing 
to take pains in God's Vineyard, ſpontaucoully incl. 
ning his Heart to perform God's holy Statutes all his 
days, as expetting,at the eveniyg of his Death, to re- 
ceive the Penny of eternal Life and Glory, in God's 
heavenly Kingdom. © This alfo we find to be the Pra- 
ice of holy Paul, a man fo Ambitioully defirous to 
promote God's Glory, that through an holy Trapſpurr 
of Love thereto, he once wiſhed himſelf ſulpended, and 
put apart from the Comforts of Chriſt, in the Fay 
cad, 


A rec — ” 


Forthe Comfort of Siow's Monurners. '$5 


fiend, that God might but be gloriled thereby 3 Raw: 
Ns Reaner'of the Road. putty feeth bin 
to the Rec e eward, putting 

ſelf with the greateſt Intenſeneſs of Zeal and Diligence 
imaginable, for the Price of bis High-calling. © { "Emu 
TJurbuw@® Gree, quod magnam habet Enopha mn figns 
ficat enim manus, torumguc Corpiis protenders ad ſeo" 
pum ut enum apprebendas ante quam pedibus cum attige» 
ris. *A Lapide in locum. ] Hedid not grudge to Spend 
and be Spent in the Service of, but ſtretching forward, 
and extending himſclf ( »/que ad extremum virium 'j 
he purſues ( xa]« oze7dy, according to the Aim which 
he had taken ) the Reward fet before kim, (4o the 
Original Word 'CexCrioy, ſignifieth ) as impatiently de. 
firing te be ſeized of God's Kingdom, and Glory, to 
which he was | ——_ — he __ 2 _ _ 
ly expoſed to ach, Perfecutions, reat 1 
ficulties in Nowman's way, for the cauſe of Chrift, 2 
Cor, 4. 18. yet, whilſt he looked at the things which 
are not ſeen, waking Heaven and Glory the and 
end of his Life, ( as the Original may well import ) 


he was inconraged thereby, with cheerfulneſs and ala- 


crity of Spirit, to encounter them all, not thinking his 
Life dear, if b any.means he might\win the Crown, 
and be landed ſafe at the Haven of eternal Reſt. So 
that the 'Reſpe& which this holy Apoſile had to the 
Recompence of Reward, it was inſtead of a Cordial 
to comfort kim, amidft- all his AfMiftions; it was a 
ſtrong Incentive with him to Obedience, putting Life 
and Vigour into all his Endeavours ; andfrom this he 
took Incouragement, moſt gladly to Spend and be Spent 
in the Service of God. Heb. 10. 22. The like we 
may ſay of thoſe Primitive Chriſtians, mentioned in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, who, though they were encoun- 
tred with a wbole _ of Atﬀictions, though they 
were ſpoiled in their Goods, by wicked men, as fo 
Harpies preying upen them at their pleaſure 5:t l 
rney 
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they were Theatfi2'd, and 'bronzht forth upon the 
Stage, not only as SpeRtactes of Scorn and Reproach, 
bat alfo as Objects of Perſecution, for wicked men to 
exerciſe their Malice and Cruelty upon, from whom 
received, not dnly bitter Words, bur alſo hard 
Blows : Yet they joyfully anderwent it all, enduring 
the Croſs, and dejpiſung the Shame, as Chriſt their Re- 
deemer had done before them ; and all this, becauſe 
they bad an Eye to the Recompence of Reward, believing 
themſeves to have in Heaven, an mduring Subſtance, 
4 far more exceeding and eternal mojes. of Glory, 
that would abundantly make amends for all their Sut- 
ferings. 50 that the grand Reaſon, inducing theſe 
Primitive Chriſtians to indure Afﬀictions, and take 
joyfully the ſpoyling of their Goods on Earth, was 
thar Hope of a better, and more induring Subſtance, 
when they came to Heaven. Beſides theſe, many 
pregnant Inſtances might be given out of Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, of Chriſtians incouraging themſelves by the 
Recompence of Reward, to run the hazard of Re- 
ch, Perſecution, and foreſt AfﬀMictions in the 
orld, for the ſake of Chriit and his Cauſe. 7 
ſhall not ' loſe my Life, ( faith one Martyr, being led 
out t6 ſuffer ) but chaxge it for a beter ,, infkead of 
Coals I ſhall have Pearls! And with this Conſidera- 
tion he died comfortably. Another, Dr. T aylor by 
name, being asked by the Sheriff, as he drew nigh 
tothe place of Execution, How do you, Sir? Never 
better, ( reply'd that holy Man ) for ow I know I am 
almoſt a! home : Mcaning Heaven, where he ſhould 
be with the Lord for ever. - With this alſo, Arha- 
naſius incouraged the Chriſtians to perſeverance in 
the Faith, onder the Arrian Perſecution, That Afi 
ion was but Nubeculo cito tranſitura, a Storm, or 
rather a little Cloud, that being quickly blown over, 
would end in a glorious Sunſhine, - Like unto him was 
the Practice of huly Mr. Bradford, who taking up a 
aguT 
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Fagot at the Stake 3nd killing it, turned his Head to 
the Young Man that ſuffered with him, and fail, Be 
of good Comfort Brother, for we ſhall have a, merry Sup- 


. per with the Lord this Night. Tuſtin AMartyr, alſo 


rel!s vs of the Chriſtians in his Day, That they, who 
before their Converſion had plcafure in -Uncleannefs, 
did now wholly imbrace Chaſtity, they that -had 
ſometimes uſed Magical Arts, did now dedicate them- 
ſc]ves to the good and etefnal God ; they that c'er- 
while ſet an higher Eſtimate upon th<.r Money, and 
earthly Poſſelttons, than upon any ting elſe, did now 
bring all into the common Trealury, that diftribati- 
on night be made according to every one's Necellity , 
they who formerly hated each other, and betwixr 
whom thege*were Heart-burnings, and deadly Anima- 
{ities, did now Lovingly live together, and tamiliarly 
converſe with one another, praying for their very 
Enemies, and beſeeching thoſe rhat were their molt 
cruel Perſecutors, to break off their Sins by Repen- 
rance, aud live holy. And he gives in this as the rea» 
fon of all, that they, together with ſuch as had ſome- 
crimes deipitefally uſed then, living boly, might have 
good Hope, and everlaſting Conſolation thro Chriſt, 
receiving from God at lergth the reward of eternal 
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88 A Proſpeit of Heavenly Glory, 
Glory. Much to the ſame ſe I find a Speech 
in | Cyril, who tells us, That true Chriſtians did all 
of them, by all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, ſeek 
the Kingdom of God, not making the empty and un- 
ſatisfying Injoy ments of the world, their End, but in- 
deavouring to lay hold upon eternal Life. 


BUT, waving theſe, and the like Examples, as being 
not altogether ſv Cogent and Authentical, we ſhall 
conclude the Argument with holy /Mdeſes, from whoſe 
Practice, the Doftrine it ſelf was deduced. Moſes, 
though {0 we ſaid of Paul ) a man fo ambitioully de- 
firous of, and paſſionately zealous for God's Glory, 
that rather than the leaſt Diſhonour ſhould refle& up- 
on him, he could wiſh himſelf blotted out of God's 
Book of Life, in reſp:&t of whofe Glory, he ſeems 
careleſs of his own Salvation ; Yet thought it no im- 
peachment of his Ingenuity, to ſteal a look from Glo- 
ry, to peep within the Vail, to-caſt an eye upon the 
Recompence of Reward, for his incouragement to all 
upright, ſelf-denying, and holy walking before the God 
of Heaven. * He had Heaven in his eye, expeRing a 
Crown of Glory after all his Sufferings, and that made 
him walk on fo cheerfully in Heaven's way. Being 
therefore compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of Wit- 
refſes, why ſhould we any longer count it unlawful, or 
think it a forfeiture of our uprightneſs and ingenuity, 
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to have ReſpeRt in our Obedience to the Recompenee 
of the Reward ? If perſons ſo eminently Holy have 
gone before us, without contraQting either ſpot or ble- 
miſh, or =y ſuck thing, in having an eye'to the Re- 
compence of the Reward, why ſhould we Heſitate: a- 
bout, or ſcruple the Lawfulneſs of . following after 
them ? To be fare, Chriſtians, if reſpe&t to Heaven 
and Glory, did not forfeit the Sincerity of a David, 
of a AMeſes, of Paul, it can never prove any forfeiture 
of your Integrity. For, where the Pattern it ſelf is 
Holy, and Juit, and Good, conformity therewith will 
never make any man Difingenu us and Unholy. If 
the Spiric of God record it as Praiſe worthy in others, 
that in my” 14, Arne Commandments, they had Re- 
fpe&t to the Recompence of Reward, he will never 
pbraid us, as Perſons Difingenuous and Mercenary, 
or the like holy Practiſe. For certainly, whatever 
incouragements to Obedience, the Lord formerly af- 
forded his People, to this day he allows them the 
ſame, or greater : So that whenever we have Re- 
ſpe in our Obedience, to Heaven and Glory, we do 
no more forfeit our —_— nor prove ourſclves 
Mercenary and Diſmgenuous, by ſo doing, than Self- 
denying Moſes, Upright David, Zealous Paxl, and 
all God's Faithful People have done before us. 


3. WE may lawfully bave Reſpeft, in our Obedi- 
ence to the Recompence of the Reward, becauſe not only 
the Children of God, but our bleſſed Lord himſelf, bad 
an eye thereunto. We may imitate the People of God, 
fo far as their Actions run parallel with, and do clear- 
ly paraphraſe upon his holy Will : But now the Life 
of Chriſt, it's an authentick Copy of Holineſs ; it's an 


q] Deus in carne ſe manifeſt ans, exemplar ſantte no- 
bis vite propoſuit, ne quis ſanttam vitam detrettans ad 
CAYNLS os excuſationem, Gerh. Med, JO. 
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unblottable Draught of perfe Piety ; it's nothing elſe 
but the Wilt of God incarnate, and made manifeſt in 
our mortal Fleſh : Co that it Chriſt had RelþeR, in 
his Obedicnce, to the Recompence of the Reward, we 


need no longer ſtard Queſtioning the Lau fulneſs of 


{uch a Praiſe, but are bound to look upon it as Ko- 
ly, and Juſt, and Good. For, every one will acknow. 


ledge, the Actions of a Deicy ro be Indeficient, and” 


confeſs it a ttiing Praiſe-worthy in all wen, to Write 
after ſo fair a Copy. Now, that Chriſt himſclf had 
ReſpeR, in his Obedience, to the Reccmperce of tlc 
Reward, ve find written in legible CharaGeers, by the 
uncrring Hand of that bl:{ſed 2 poſtle, where he tells 
us, That for the Joy which was ſet before him, Clriit 
madured the Croſs, and defpiſed the Shame. Heb. 12. 2. 
As Chriſt, in the dayes cf his Fleth, did truly au 
properly obey God the Father, notwithſtanding the 
Hypoſtatical Union, and the Abſolute PerſcRiun of 
bis inward habitual Holineſs, wholly deterwing all in- 
differercy and undeterminatene(s, which fome <Echool- 
men would have to be conſtitutive cf Liberty : Why, 


{ if we conſider him as Man, ” He was to htave Ra-. 


” tional Comforts, and Eumane Incouragements, in all 
his Obedience, that the Frailties of his Humane Na- 
thre, being relieved with ſuch Spiritual! Cordials, he 
wight the wore Cheerfully go through with the great 
work of cur Redemption, which the Father had giv- 
en him t > finiſh. Z/z. 53. 16. Hence we find God 
the. Father in taat Federal Tranſattion, that was be- 
tyixt Hin and God the Son, from all Eternity, con» 
corning the Redemption of Loſt Man, Indenting with 
the Lord Jefus: Chriſt, and promiſing btn, in cale he 
v 02114 undertake the Work, both a bleſſed Su-ceſs 
therein, and atfo, tb» Crown him afterward, with an 
cverlaliing'y Glorious ' Reward. In caſe he would 
1ake his S»vl en Offering for Sin, then the Lord 
gromilts, 7 hat Le ſhall ſpe his Seed, and prolong his 
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dayes, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his 
hand. He ſhall not Labour in vain, nor ſpend his 
Strength for naught, and in vain, but tha!l be {o glori- 
ouſly ſucceſsful in the diſcharge of his Mediatory Fun- 
ion, that we (hall obtain thereby, an everlaſting 
Kingdon, and find his Suffcrings like a fruitful womb, 
bringing forth many Sons and Daughters unto God. 
In caſe he would bear the Iniquitics of the People, 


then the Lord promiſes, that he ſhall ſee of che Travail 


of his Soul and be ſatisfied, and ſhall be abundantly 
well pleiſed with all his Sufferings, and all his bitter 
Agomes, they ſhall turn to moſt ſweet SatisfaCtion, 
when the Lord being reconcile to loſt Sinners, and 
their Souls everlaſtingly Saved, he himſelf ſhall fit 
down on the right hand of God in glory. Jn caſe, ( to 
be ſhort ) he ſhall pour out bis Soul unto Death, and 
make Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors, then the Lord pro- 
miles, to divide him a portion with the great, and that 
he will cauſe bim to divide the Spoil with the Strong. 
Chriſt ſhall not always be held a Captive of Death, 
but having ſatisfied divine Jnſtice, he had the Promite, 
for his incouragement, of a glorious Victory, and of 
an everlaſting joyful Triumph over all his Enemies. 
So that, that which made the Lord Feſas Chriſt, Pſal. 
110+ drink ſo cheerfully of the Brook in the way, was 
the Aﬀfurance he had to lift up his Head with everlaſt- 
ing Rejoycing. That which made him ſo cheerfull 

hu.nble himſelf, and become of no Reputation —_—_ 
men, ( Pbil. 2, 7.) was the Afurance which he had, 
that God at length would moſt bighly exale himg and 
give him a name above every name, That, in a word, 
which made him ſo cheerfully Suffer, induring the Creſs, 
and deſpiſing the Shame, was the Aſſurance which he 
t11d, that having once ſuffered in the Fleſh, be ſhoxld en- 
ter into Heaven, and there fit down upon a Throne of 
Glory, Luke, 24. 26. And, ſhall we then, that are 
the Me:nbers of his Body, be afraid to imitate Chriſt 
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our Head, thinking it unlawful, to have ReſpeR, in 
our Obedience, ro Heaven and Glory, when the Lord 
Jeſus himſelf, that indeficient Pattern cf all Righteonſ- 
neſs, hath done the ſame before us, leaving us an Ex- 
ample, that we ſhould follow his Steps ? 1. Per. 2. 22. 
{ Santa Chriſti vita if perfeftiſſima virtutum idea * 
omnis Chriſti attio eft etiam noſtra inſtitutio, Gerha. 
Med. 30. ] Jeſus Chriſt is the Rale, according to 
which we muſt Walk ; He is the Copy, according to 
which, we are to Write ; He 1s the grand Pattern, 
according to which, we muſt indeavour to Live. 
God's People, they muſt never be followed, without 
a Quatenus, any further than they follow Chriſt : But 
now Chriſt muſt be followed, without any ſuch Pro- 
viſo, we may follow him ad cecan obedientian, and 
yet never miſcarry ; ſo long as we walk as He walk- 
ed, we are ſtill taking Steps towards Heaven and Glo- 
ry. The beſt of God's People, they are like the Pillar 
of Cloud, that went along with the 1/raelires, in which 
there was a dark fide, and a light fide ;, the light fide 
of the Cloud we way follow, but not the dark fide : 
But now Chriſt is a Sun of Righteouſneſs, always ſhi- 
ning with ſuch ſpotleſs, and unblemiſhable Splendor. 
that walking in his Light, we need never be afraid of 
enveloping, ourſelves in the darkneſs of any Sin. The 
Works of Chriſt are our- Rule, as well as his Word ; 
his Actions were a living Decalogue, clearly Paraphra- 
ſing upon the whole Mind of Goud therein ; his Lifc 
was a conſtant Exercitation of the Power of Godlineſs, 
and all his Performances, they were nothing elſe bur 
Religion exemplified, and adorned in her own native 
colours. Since then, Chriſt is thus the fixed Center 
of all Righteouſneſs, the Abſtrat of all Virtue, a 
full, though compendious Praxis of Divinity, and the 
only unerring Rule of an Holy Life, why ſhould we 
{cruple to Walk as he Walk, or think we Forfeit our 
Ingenuity, in looking, for our Incourageaent, to'all 
| holy, 
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holy and upright walking before God, at Heaven and 
Glory, as he alſo did ? [| Tota vita Chriſt: in terrt: 
per hominem quem geſſit, diſciplina morum fuit, Ault. 
de vera Religione. ] The whole Life of Chriſt, was, 
and is a perteR Pattern of Holineſs to all Chriſtians: 
$0 that we ſhall be ſo far from finning in following 
Chriſt, that we never ſin more dangerouſly, than when 
we ceaſe to follow him, not labouring to Tranſcribe 
his ARtons into our Lives and Converſations. Incaſ- 
ſum laborat in acquiſitione virtutum, qui eas alibi quam 
in Chriſto querit. Bern. There is no way in the 
World tor us to attain unto any Gocdnels, but cnly 
through Chriſt : Nor to learn any true Virtue, but 
only trom the Example of Chriſt, in his holy Conver- 
ſation, which we ſtand obliged to follow. 


INDEED, we are to know, That though all 
thoſe things which are recorded of Chriſt, were writ- 
ten for our Inſtruction ;, yet they were not all of them 
written for our Imitation. For, ſome As of Chriſt 
were Inſtances of divine Sovereignty and Prerogative, 
as his ſending for the Col:, without asking the Owner's 
leave, Mat. 21. 2. Some were Acts of divine Power 
and pa ag as his turning Water into -Winz 
John, 2. 7. Walking upon the Sea. Luk. 7. 21. dil- 
poſſeſling of Devils, and raiſing the Dead to Life, theſe 
were miracalous Works, which are the Legible, but 
unimitable CharaQers of a Deity, ſo that though men 
can beſt read them, yet. they can worſt write after 
them. Some were Works of Merit and Mediation, 
done by him as Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his Church, 
John 10. 22. Atts 20. 28. ſuch were his giving of 
the Spirit, redeeming his Church with his own Blood, 
1 John 2. 1. and interceeding for his People at the 
Right Hand of God in Glory ; which ( whatever the 
Church of Rome Blaſphemouſly dogmatize to the con- 
trary ) is uolels A than the work ct 
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our Redemption, ſince none may take up tle Cenſer 


to 6ffer Incenſe, who have not a right at the Altar to 
offer Sacrifice? Some ( in a word ) of Chriſt's Acts, 
were Moral, Mat. 11. 29. and ordinary pertaining 
to the common nature of Holineſs, which th:y haa 
wtitten upon them to the Lord m capital Letters, as 
being nothing but a viſible Commentary upon the 
whole Law of God. The Three firſt are for our 
Inſtruction : But the laſt, comprizing the ats ef 
Chriſt's ordinary Obedience, are only for our [mita- 
tion. Chriſt bid vs not ta Redeem the World, to 
raiſe the Dead, nor to walk upon the Sca : But in the 
Works cf Piety and Holineſs, he ſatth to us as Gideon 
to his Souldiers; Look wpon me, ard ao likewiſe, Tudg. 
7. 17. We are always to look wnto Jeſus, the author 
_ nd finiſher of our Faith, Heb. 7. 26. giving diligence 
to be belv, as he was holy ;, to be pure, as he was pure; 
Mark. 14. 36. to be ſelf-denying, as he was ſelf-deny- 
mg; to be uprights and without guile, as ke was withent 
enile ;, 1 Pet. 2. 22. to be humble, and lowly of Spirit, 
as he was humble: Mat. 11. 23. to be zealous for 
God's Glory, as be was zealous; Joh. 16. 17. And, 
by the Joy, which is ſet before us, we may lawtuliy 
be incouraged to /»4ure the Croſs, deſpiſing rhe ſhame, 
as He a'ſo was. Fer, to beſurc Chriſtians, in follow- 
ing Chrilt, the only authegtick Rule of Righteoulnetis, 
you can never do any unrighteous Action. In imita- 
ting Chriſt the Holy One cf God, booking in all your 
Obedience at Heaven and Glory, as he did before you, 
you can never become unholy. The Life of Chriſt is 
a fair Copy, without any Blot or uneven Lettcr in it: 
Sy that indeavouring to Write after him, yuu can re- 
ver come under the Blot of being Dilingeruous, and 
{ercenary in the Service of God. 1.ct Chritt be the 
Rule, by which you draw the Lines of al} your Aqi- 
ons, and then they will never prove crooked or une- 
ven. Let him be the Glaſs, by which you adorn and 
| arels 
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oy 
dreſs yourſelves, and then yon will never apyear in 
z any other Attire, but what will be moſt Graceful, De- 
k cent, 2nd Amiable in the ſight of God. Let him, in 
* | a word, be the Primum Mobile, turning about by. the 
} ſweet impulſe of his cwn moſt huly Self regulated Ex- 
l ample, borh the ſuperior and inferior Orbs of your 
- Souls, ard th:n, though you feck your own Happinels; 
' longing to Feed upon that heavenly Ambroſia, m the 
0 Heſperian Vales ;, thouyh you fix vour eyes never {0 
y withly upon the Recompence of the Reward, Steering 
a rizhrt Courſe tuwards the T arteſian Shore of eternal 
Reſt, yet your mction can never be excentrical, nor 
irreg:lar. * For, there is nothing more becoming 
Chriſtians, than t6 make their Lives a Tranſcript of 
that fair Copy, which Chriſt, by the hand of his own 
holy Example, hath let them : Nor is there any 
thing more intrinſick, and eſſential to Chriſtianity, 
than for the Profefſors thereof to walk, as Chriſt 
bimſelf walked. ( Tia® 'andsJur, 121 Ts yernery 76 
T4 in«dus ww xeiow' in, ) The very name of a 
Chriſtian is ſo appoſite and ſignificant, that it doth ful- 
ly interpret, and clearly comment upon his Eſſence, 
teaching us, that the Epitome of Religion, the Abridg- 
went of true Piety, the Quint-eſſence of real Holinel, 
the Compendium of all Yirtues, and the whole Sub- 
{fiance of a Chriſtian, is to have the Signature of 
| Chriſt's Holineſs upon his Sou), indeavouring to ex- 


preſs in his Life, the Virtues of the Lord Jeſus. And 
certainly, ſince our Chriſtianity doth mainly ſtand-in 

| Conformity with Chrilt, we can never make a For- 
% teiture of it, nor be Impeachzd of Mercinarinefs, in 
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* Chriſtian: 2 Chriſto nomen acceperunt et opere pre- 
tinum eſt, ut ſunt heredes nominis, ita fint imitatoris 
ſanttitatis, Bern. Sent. p. 496. 
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looking at heavenly Glory, as He did, whilſt we walk 


in Obedience before God on Earth. 


4. WE may lawfully have Reſpef, in our Obedience, + 


to the Recompence of Reward, becauſe the Lord doth 
frequently incourage bis People, by the conſideration of 
eternal Glory, to all Dutiful, and Upright walking be- 
fore bimſelf- As God affords his people Happineſs at 
the end, fo he allows them Comfort in the way of Du- 
ry, ſweetning all his Commandments with Promiſes, 
and incouraging to all upright and holy walking be- 
fore himſelf, by giving his People the Aﬀurance of an 
everlaſtingly glorious Reward. ' God doth not exat 

bedience from his People, upon terms of abſolute 
Sovereignty, but upon terms of Boanty, and remune- 
rative Goodneſs. He doth not appoint them their 
Work, and hide from them the Reward : But, to 
make them go through with it the more Cheerfully, 
he often tells them of the Reward, wherewith, ha- 
ving finiſhed their Courſe, they ſhall eternally be 
Crowned. As God gives the beſt Wages to thoſe 
who are his Servants , ſo He likewiſe holds out the 
beſt Incouragements to draw us into his Service, 
and to make us willing to Spend and be Spent there- 
in. Man is a Rational Creature, and of fuch a Sequa- 
cious Temper, that _—_— your Arguments out of 
the Topicks of Profit and Pleaſure, you may carry 
him whither you will : And therefore, the Lord, 
who knows our frame, he leads us on in ways of Qbe- 
.dience, by Rational Comforts, and Human Incourage- 
ments, aſſuring us, that in keeping his Commandments, 
there 1s great Reward. Pſal. 19. 11. God knows, that 
Bleſſedneſs is the Mpha and Omega of every man, the 
Centre wherein all our Deſires meet, and that no 
man can wittingly make light of, much leſs give the 
Repulſe to his own Happineſs : He therefore ſtands, 
like a faithful! Guide, to give Aim to all thoſe amongſt 
us, 
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us.that would fain bend theirCourſe to the ſafe Harbour 
of Happineſs, and like an anſpicious Herald, proclaim- 
ing upon Mount Gerizim, the Mount of Bleſlings, 
with Wiſdom in the Proverbs, Hearken unto me, O ye 
Children, for Bleſſed are they that keep my wayes, Prov. 
8. 32. The Lord knows, we have many tall Ane- 
kims to encounter, before we can take poſſeſſion of the 
heavenly Canaan, and therefore he incourageth us, as 
Caleb did him that ſhould (mite Kirjath-Sepher, Joſh. 
15. 16, whom he promiſed his Daughter Achſab to 
Wife : Soin caſe we ſhall quit ourſelves like Men, 
induring Hardſhip,as good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, he 
will give us his Daughter Achſab to Wife ; he will 
give us the Ornament ( as that 'name ma ignify ) of 
eternal Glory ; he will give us to eat of the Tree of 
Life, (Rev. 2. 7.) in the Paralice of God, *Tis Sto- 
ried by the Hebrews of Foſeph, That when he had. ga- 
thered mach Corn in Egypr, he threw the Chaff into 
the River Nilas, that ſo, floating down to the neigh- 
bouring Cities and Nations, they might know what 
Plenty there was in egypr, and be provoked thereby 
to ſeek thither : So God, to make us know what 
Glory is in Heaven, and the more to incourage us to 
ſeek thicher, he hath thrown ſom? Husks to us here, 
that 1o, taſting the Sweetneſs of Heavenly Glory, in 
the Husk of a Rnite, we might aſpire after it. Be 
ye ſtedfaſt, (faith St. Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 5, 8.) be ye 
unmoveable, be ye always abownding in the work of the 
Lord. And, why ſo Stedfaſt, why ſo Unmoveable, 
why ſuch care to abound in the Work of the Lord, 
but, becauſe (ſaith he ) you know, that your Labour ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord ? God doth not deal with 
us, as Crater the Philoſopher did with a certain Virgin 
that was in Love with him, and would needs Marry 
hin : He did what in him lay to diſcourage her, 
ſhewing her his Crooked Back, And this is your Hu- 
ſband! (faid he) and bringing fopth his Staff and Scrip, 
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Why, this ( adds he ) is liketo be your Dowrey ! But 
now, the Lord doth what in him lyes to Incourage 
us, telling us what Treaſures of Love and Sweetnels, 
1 Cor. 2. 9. what heaps of Joy, and fulnels of Glory, 


what unſeen, unheard of, unconceivable, and Soul-ra#® } 
viſhing Pleaſures are prepared for us, -in caſe we will -—7T 
but love him, and walk in Obedience before 4 | 
'T was one of the Devil's Maſter pieces, when he Ty 
pted Chriſt, hoping to draw him to his impious De- 

fires, that he carried him up into an exceedivg high 
AMount ain, ſhewing him from thence, all the Kingdoms 

of rhe World, and then promiſed bim, ſaying, All theſe 
things- will 1 give , thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worſhip me. Why, thus ( with holy reverence be it 
ſpoken ) what the Devil did to Chriſt Wickedly, the 

Lord doth Graciouſly to his own People : He takes 

them up into Mount Mebo, trom thence ſhewing them 
throthe PerſpeRive of his Promiſes, not the Kingdom of 

this World, but the Kingdom of Heaven, with all the 
Royalties and Glory thereof, aſſuring them, Mat. 5. 3. 

that all ſhall be their own, if they will. but welt hurm- 

bly before him, indeavouring to worſhip him in Spirit 

and Truth. The Lord underſtands full well, the 
Frailties of our Nature, and what great Diſcourage- 

ments we are ltke to meet with in Heaven's way :,And 
therefore he is pleaſed, moſt Graciouſly to draw us on 

the wayes of Holineſs, by the propoſal of ſuch Re- 
wards, as may incourage us to go on therein, what- 

ever it coſt us. Our Condition in this World is like 

that of the 1ſraeliter, paſling towards the Land of Ca- 

2aan, we mnit go through the Red Sea of Perſccutions, 

and throngh an howling W1ildernek, where we lhall 

ofren be Stung with fiery Serpents, before ever we can 

get to the heavenly Canaan ; and therefore the Lord, 

he allures as by all forts of Promitfes, and ſweet In- 
ticements. / wil allure ber, ( faith God, Ho. 2. 14. 
ſpeaking of his Church ) and bring ber 1nto the Wil- 
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derneſs, The word in the Original, which we Tran- 
ſlate { Allure ] doth alſo fignify to Deceive, Seduce, or 
to Begnile : But here it's taken in a good Senſe, im- 
4 plying, with much Emphaſis, That God doth ſweetly 
; ; i/! men on in ways of Holineſs, and by an heavenly 
— Artifice, wrapt rp in Promiſes of Life, graciouſly ſeduce 
| them into the Obedience of his own Commandments. 
In the Precept he acquaints us with our Duty, and in 
the Promiſe he ſhews us what ſhall be cur Reward. | 
By that he appoints us our Work, and by this he 
would incuurage us Cheerfully to go through with it, 
that having the Promiſe of an eternal Recompence, 
we may never grow weary in well-doing, 2 Thefs. F: I}. 
Gal. 6, 9g. Such is the goodnefs cf God, that he ſweet- 
ens all his Commandments with Promiſes : And when- 
ever he calls us out to any Daty, he incovrageth us to 
the Performance thereof, by the Prepoſal of ſome glori- 
ous Reconpence, Rom. 8. 13. He bid us, through 
the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the Body ; and that we 
may not want Incouragement to fo difficult a Work, 
he tells us, that ſo doing, or Soxls ſhall live. He bids 
us to take up our Crofs, not detrecting to ſuffer for 
Chriſt : And he gives us this incouragement thereto, 
Ti if we ſuffer with bim, we ſhall alſo reign with him. 
Tim. 2. 12. He bids us in a word, Sow to the 
Spirit, indeavouring to be fruitful in every good word 
and work : And + our incouragement to that holy 
practiſe, he tells us, chat ſo doing, we ſhall of the Spr- 
rit reap Life everlaſting. Gal. 6. 8. So then, ſince 
God himſelf is eradoully pteaſed to allre and draw 
us on in wayes of Obedience, by the propoſal of an 
eternal Recompence, we way lawfully ſure, having 
Reſpe& thereunto, take Incouragement from 1t. Fort 
to what end ſhculd God ſweeten his Commandments 
with Promiſes, but to make us more Cheerful in the 
way cf Duty, when we know how tranſcendent! 
great and glorious our Reward ſhall be ? Promnj- 
fiones 
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ſrones nullas dedifſet deus pijr de beatitudine, nifs velet 
et inter bene agendum eaſdem reſpiveremus. Daven. Col, 
C. I. V. F.P. 4%. * Tholentendobegrudpe the Lord's 
” Bounty, and would ſeem wiſer than God himſelf, 
” who deny us a Liberty to make uſe of the Spirit's 
Motives. Pictas bahet promiſſiones vite praſentis, et 
fwure : at fruſtra, ſi non licet intuitu illarum excita- 
rs ad bene agendum. Dav. ubi ſup. In vain hath Gud 
made Promiſes of Life to ſech as keep his Cun mand- 
ments, If in keeping thereof, we may have no reſpet 
to that Life, that Happineſs, that Glory, which is held. 
forth in the Promiſes to vs. Poubtleſs, Chriſtians ! 
"Tis not Ingenuity, but Ingratitude, to deprive ourſelves 
of thoſe Incouragements to Obecience, and of that 
Comfort in a "my of Duty, which the Lord himſelf 
hath graciouſly allowed us to make uſe of, And tho 
ſlibly you may think, that you highly pleaſe the 
4 whilſt you walk on in a way cf Duty, without 
any reſpe& to your own Happinels, yet the Truth is, 
you do Pzeſumptuouſly tempt him, as Ahaz did, when 
refuling to ask a Sign, which God promiled to give 
them, /fa. 7. 11. 12. The Lord knew the neceſlity 
of giving a Sign to his People in that Exigence, in or- 
der whereunto, he bids Ahbaz. ask a Sign; but he's 
Modeſt, he's aſhamed that God ſhould be put rpon 
the working" of a Miracle to confirm his Faith ; far 
be it from him ſo to Tempt the Lord, and to queltion 
his Faithfulrieſs ; he will bel.eve him without a Sign, 
that he will. However, here were {pecions Pretences, 
et the Lord was no little diſpleaſed, that his Favour 
ould be made {o light of, and a Sign under a pretence 
of Modeſty refuſes, as if they better knew what 
was needful for themſelves, than the God of Heaven. 
Hear ye me now, O Houje of David, it's a ſmall thing 
for you to weary men, but will je weary my God alſo ? 
Thus, Chriſtians ! when we refuſe to take Incourage= 
ments from the Promiſes of Life, to walk in Obedis 
ence 
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ence before the God of Heaven ; when under a pre- 
rence of Ingenuity, and a Goſpel Frame of Spirit, we 
take on us to ſerve God for himſelf ; He bids us ſeek 
for Glory, and Honour, for Immortality and eternal 
Life, by patient continuance in well doing, but far be 
it from us to be Mercenary, or to ſeek ourſelves, we 
will ſerve God, and run the way of his Command- 
ments, without any ReſpeR at all to Heaven and Glo- 
ry, that we will ; why now we weary the Lord, and 
making light of his Favour to us, we Tempt him, as 
if we knew better what Motives to make uſe of, and 
what to ſeek in our Obedience, than God himſelf. 
For to be ſure we do no leſs Tempt the Lord in not 
ſceking after what he hath Commanded, than we do 
in expeCting what he never Promiſed, We do no leſs 
Tempt the Lord, in creating occaſions of Deſperation, 
than in nouriſhing a groundleſs Preſumption. We do 
no leſs (in a word ) Tempt the Lord, in waking the 
way more difficult and narrow, than we doin making 
the way more facije and wider, which leads to the 
Kingdom of Heaven; than God himſelf hath made it. 


Be afraid then, Chriſtiin, of Tempting God, for want 


of taking Incouragement from the Promiſes of Life 
and Glory, to run the way of his Commandments : 
But never be afraid of di pleaſing him, or Forfeiting 
thy Ingenuity, by having Reſpect, in thy Obedience, 
to the Recompence of the Reward. For certainly, 
it can never Argue a Diſingenuous, and Mercenary 
Spirit, to make uſe of that as an Incouragement,, 
whereby to provoke us to all holy, ſelf denying, and 
upright walking before him, If God himſelf take us 
up in Mount Nebo, ſhewing us the Land of Promiſe, 
the Cceleſtial Canaan, the Heavenly Feraſalem, for our 
better Incouragement in Heaven's Way, we are not 
ſare to turn away our eyes from the beholding of it. 
Look whatever God himſelf doth ſet before us, as a 
motive to Diligence in Heaven's way, we may a 
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ly be aRted by it, and have our eye fixed vpou it. 
Since therefore, the Lord of Mzrcy hath ſct before us, 
the Recompence of Reward, propounding therein 
- Heaven and Glory, as Incentives to Obedience, we 


may lawfully Eye them, and in all our Obcvience 
have Reſpect uno them. 


5s. WE may lawfully have an eye to the Recompence 
of Reward, in our Obe (tence, becauſe this Reward is 
nothing elſe but what every Chriſtian ſtands obliged to 
look after, and above all things in the world ro deſire. 
The grand Reaſon, inducing ſone to deny the Law- 
fulnes of having Reſpe&t ro the Recorpence of the 
Reward, is their groſs Miſtake concerning the Nature 
of it. \ They look upon Heaven and Glory, through 
the falſe Glaſs of their own diftemp2r*'d Fancies, where - 
by the Complexion of Heaven and Glory hath been 
{o ſtrangely metamorphoſed, transfigured, and miſre- 
preſented to them ; that though in it ſelf it be of 
tuch an unſvlled, magnetick, graceful, attractive and 
chiſte Beanty, that the very Eyes of the glorious Sera- 
phims, are Captivared, to the moſt infatiate beholding 
of it, yet they can fee no ſuch Form, fuch Beauty, 
IR in it, that a gracious Sotl ſhould de- 
fire it ! | 


HOWEVER, 'if we ſet afide this muldy Preia- 
dice, abſtra&ing from Heaven and Glory, what a 


' - Carnal Heart wou' conceive to be there, we ſhall 


find that there js nothing in Heaven ant Glory, that 
a gracious Soul can t-i} how to ſpare ; there is nothing 
in the Recumpence of Rewary, in eternil | it- and 
Happineſs, but what every Chriſtian is bound to look 
after. The Bie7ednefs which abides vs in Heaven, 
it's either ObicRive, or forma!, and Subj:five. Blef- 
ſedneſs Obiective, is nothing bat Gut biatelf, char 
tinmenſe ava bounglets- Octan of a!ll Geolnels, 1 
whom 
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whom are treaſured up ſuch Altitudes, ſach —_—_ 


le's ſuch over-flowing Pleonaſmes of all Excel 


encies 


and divine Perfetions, that whoſoever is admitted tv 
the participation of them, like a Stone in the Center 
he can go no farther, he can poſſibly deſtre no more. 
but is perfetly ſatisfied, taking up his everlaſting re- 
poſe in the words of holy David, that ſpiritual Orphe- 
us, Return to thy refF, O my Soul, for loe the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee ! Bleiſedneſs Formal and 
Subjective, why it's _—_ the Clarifying of the 


Soul, Crowning it with a 


right Conſtellation of all 


heavenly Graces, and raiſing it up in Holineſs to the 
Falneſs of the meaſure of the Stature of Chrift, where- 
by being accurately prepared for immediate Commiu- 
nion with God himſelf, it now launcheth forth into 
that fathomlefs Ocean of all Goodneſs, bathing it ſelf 
in the Vaſtneſs of a Deity, warming it (elf in the un- 
interrupted Irradiations of an eternal Sun-ſhine, ſwim- 
ming in the Chryftalline Rivers of pureſt Pleaſures, 


and everlaſtingly cloſing with the Lord Jehov 


fixed Centre of Reſt and Happineſs, in a way 0 


ah, that 
f pure 


Extatical Speculation, in a way of {xeeteſt Love, and 


Soul-intrancing Fruition. And. if ſuch be the 


Recom- 


pence of the Reward that is ſet before us, if ſuch be the 
* Heaven, the Glory, the Happineſs that abideth vs in 
another World, how dare we aſſert it unlawful, when 
the Scripture hath made it oor Duty, by patient conti- 
2:uance in well-doing, to ſeek after theſe things, purſu- 
ing them as the great End of our Life ? May we 
not in onx Obedience, have reſpec to the perfecting of 
all our Graces, and to the fulneſs of Communion with 
God in Glory ? lsit our Duty tow to perfett Holineſs 
 #n the fear of God, 2. Cor. 7. 1. ſeeking his Face and 

Favour with all our Heart, and may we not much more 
have our Hearts carried out in Deſire after that dlel- 
ted Eſtate of Happineſs, where all our Graces being 
p:rtected into Glory, we ſhall immediately enjoy the 
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Light of God's joyful Countenance, ſolacing- ourſelves 
with eternal Siniles, and drinking in of that Fulneſs 
of Joy, and delicious Pleaſures, which are at his right 
Hand for evermore ? May we here ſerve God, and 
make uſe of every Ordinance with reſpect to the get- 
ting of a little more Grace, a little more Faith, more 
Sineerity, more Love, more Holineſs; and may we 
not ſerve him with reſpect to full Perfe&tion, when 
Grace that is now Militant, (hall then be Triumphant, 
that is now in the Bud, ſhall be ripened into a fragrant 
Flower, that is now tn its Infancy, ſhall attain to its 
full Age; that is now in a word but Dawning like the 
Morning Light, ſhall then break forth into an un- 
cloudable glorious Sun-thine ? May we here ferve 
God, run the way of his Commandments, wait upon 
him in the Beauties of Holineſs, and be frequent in 
eviry Duty, with reſpe&t to the getting of a little Ae- 
quaintance, a little Fellowthip, a little Communion 
with himin Chriſt, fo that we can be fatished with no 
Dury, wherein we have'not ſome freſh miniſ{tratiohs of 
his holy Spirit, ſome heavenly Influences gliding down 
into our Souls, ſome Signals of his pre{cnce with us, 
ſume propitious Glance trom his Eves, ſome Dawn- 
ings of his Glory vpon us, and yet may we not aſcend 
by an holy Gradation, and have reſpect to Fulnefs of 
Communion with God, when we fhall not fee him 
through a Glaſs Jarkly, as now we do, but having the 
Duſt of Sin and Mortality wiped out of our eyes ſhall 
ſee him Face to Face, when we (hall not be put off with 
a tranſient Sintle as now we are, but ſhall have the 
Ligtit of his Countenance f(]:ining upcn us with moſt 
clarified Beams and pure Irradiations to all Eternity : 
When (in a word.) we ſhall not only fee the Back- 
parts of Jehovah, as now we do, but the Lord ſhall 
caſe ail tis Goodneſs and Glory to paſs before us 
to flow in upon us, and to abide with us for ever , 
Doubtlefs in this bundle. of Life, in t e A" 
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of the Reward, there is nut any one Flower bound up, 
but what hath ſoch a, ſpiritual Fragrangy, and ſuch a 
Tincure of divine Beauty, that every Chrittian is ob- 
liged to ſeck.after them, indeavonring above all things 
in the world, to G:rcher ther. The Happineſs of a 
Chriſtian, 'tis Grace glortfed ; 'tis Holivels arrived at 
it's higheſt *axud3, an pitch of heavenly PerfeRtion, 
Heb. 12. 14. which ſurely we are all of us bound to 
follow after, purſning it with all our might, as that 
without which we can never ſee the Lord. C And as 
for the Reward of a Chriſtian, it is God himſelf, 'cis 
to be with the Lord for ever, to ſee his Face, and en*- 
joy. his Favour for ever; which ſurely we are alſo 
Bound to ſeek after, giving all diligence to make God 
our Portion, and the ſtrength of our Heart tor ever. 
P/al. 73. 26. And ſhall we ſay, that a Chriſtian Sins, 
or is Difingenuous for Obeying with an eye to Holi- 
nefs, and with reſpe&t to the God of Heaven, who a+ 
lone is the fixed Centre of Reſt and Happineis ? Or, 
Dare we ſay, That Chriſtians are not to regard Holi- 
neſs on Earth, but to live as they liſt ; vor to long for 

the full injoyment of God in Heaven, but to be the cen- 
tre of thejr own Happineſs ? Surely God never in- 
tended that we ſhould fit down ſatisfied withovt Him, 

and be Happy by reflexion upon aur own Excellercies, 
as if Life and Happincls could be found where nothing 

but remorleleſs Death, and . Miſery keep their walk. 

As God never reited till he had made Man in his own 


i 


_— 


T Gen. 15. 1. Jpſe Deus eft merces promiſſa fideli- 
bus; ergo dum aternam mercedem expettant et intuens 
tur, non alizd a Deo intuentwr. Dav. in Colofs. cap. 
I. Ver. 5. Premium Virtutss erit ipſe qui virtutem de- 


dit, et qui ſeipſum quo melius et majus nihi poſſit eſſe, 


2 zromifit, Auguſt, de Civic. Dei. lib. 22. cap. 3o. pag- 
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Likeneſs, leaving a TinRure of his own Purity and 
Holineſs upon him ;, ſo he hath pat Emptineſs and Dif- 
ſatisfaction into all our Creature Enjoyments, P/alm 

7. 15. that we may never reſt ti] returning to God 
that made us, we {halt behold his Face in Righteoub 
neſs, and be ſatisfied with bs Likeneſs. Whatever 
Grace, whatever Holineſs God's pcople have, it's 
wholly derivative from him : So that whatever Feli- 
city, whatever Happinels they = look to enjoy, it 
ſtands wholly in redution to God himſelf, as the 
Original and Fountain- Cauſe. The motion of every 
gracious Soul, it's like that of Caleſtial Bodies, purely 
Circular ; fo that it can never reſt, but wil! 1till be 
ro!!ing, and breathing, and panting after God unſartia- 
bly, till returning back unto him, it hath fixed it ſelf 
in the Sabbatical centre of everlaſting Communiori 
with him. Such a Soul is rouched with the true I oad- 
ſtone of Grace, fo that now it ſees ſuch an attractive 
magnetical Beauty in a Deity, that it cancot poſlibly 
ſettle upon any thing below God himſelf, That's the 
language of every gracious Soul, and the proper Idiom 
of its more fjublime arid clarified Aﬀections, wherein 
Fc find the Sweer Singer of Iſrael, make exprefilion of 
his i ove to God, ſaving, Whom have 1 in Heaven but 
thee, and there is none xpon Earth that I deſire beſides 
thee ! Pal. 73. 25. As the Moon and Stars, thoſe 
glorious Lamps of Heaven, are not able to ſapply the 
abſence of the Sun, nor will their united Light amount 
to ſo much as to rake up ove Day, or one Moment of | 
a Day, though they ſhould knit and cuncentricate all 
their Beatns : So David, he knew full well that tho 
in Heaven there be the. Moon-ltzht of glorious Angels, 
and the Star-light of thole4mparalifed Souls, the Sps- © 
r:rs of j«/f men mate Perfett, yet without the bright 
Irradiatiovs of a Peity, and the Light of God's 
Countenance, tt: ev couid never make fp the leatt ſha- 
dow of Glory, the icaft Ray of Sul ialisfy ing tap- 
pinets, 
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q pineſs, which makes him look beyond them all, deſiring 
(- neither Saints, nor Angels, nor Heaven it felt with all 
mn its Glory, Royalties, and Paradiſical Pleaſures, in com- 
d pariſon of the God of Heaven, Thus allo it is with 
every one of God's People, they look upon hi:n as 


r F their Happineſs, fo that Heaven 1t ſelf would not be 
's BY Heaven to them; this Goſhen would prove an Egypr, 
1- this Canaan would be turned into a Wilderneſs, if the 
it Lord ſhould withdraw his glorious Preſence. The pre- 
ie ſence of the King is that ( we ſay) which makes the _ 
yY Court ; aud as 1t was told Commodus, 1bi Roma ubs 
$ Algiuft us, that where the Emperor 15, there was Rome - 
)e So, that which God's Pcople do cunt their Heaven, 
a- that which they look upon as a Garden of Flowry 
lf Pleaſures, as a Paradice of all Delights and ſpiritual 
Yr Contentments, is the full and immediate Injoyment of 
d- God hunſelf, *Tis not ſo much the Society of Saints - 
ve WF and Angels in Heaven, as the Beatifical Viſion, as the 
ly & Downey Buſome of a Deity, as eternal Communion 
he $ with the God of Heaven, that they defire and make 
m WF their Happineſs. All other Lines meet in this Centre, 
in all other Stars borrow thcir Light from this glorious 
of Sun, and all other Comforts dv empty themſelves into 
ut this vaſt Ocean, wherein Rivers of pureit Pleaſures do 
les meet, and everlaſtingly concentricate theniſelves to 
fe make glad the City of God. [ Er pſa eft beara vita 
he  gaudere ad te, de te, propter te, ipſa eſt et non eſt altera, 
nt Auguſt. Conf.) The in oyment of Gad in Glory, 
of | this is th2 Apogzxun of heaventy Joy, this is the higli- 
all W elit Zenith of true Bleſſednefs, this is the co" pleat 
ho | Volumn of perfect Felicity. wherein all the Particu- 
ls, lars of Happineſs are not Epitomized, but fo amplified 
Ph” ilarged, and paraphrale4 upon, that the Keart of 
"ht Man cannot poſſibly defire auy more. For whatever 
ds can be deſired to m-ke ove Happy, ts richly treafured 
1a. up mn Gud, as the indeficient and over-flowin& Fuun- 
\p- tal of all Gouduels. Sou that all the Glory ave Hap- 
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inefs, whereof God's people look to be made parta- 
ers when they come to Heaven, is reductively, and 
z&«] 'sZo,8v, ſummed up in this, that rhey ſhalt be with 
the Lord for ever, 1 Thefſs. 4- 17. If then Holineſs 
may be deſired, or God himſelf loved by us, and ſooght 
after, why 'then doubtleſs we may lawfully have Re- 
ſpe& in our Obedience to the Recompence of Reward, 
as being co-incident therewith, and nothing elſe. He 
way well have Reſpect in his Obedience to the Recom- 
nce of Reward, and fix his eye upon keavenly Glo- 
y, who makes God his Portion, and his exceeding 
great Reward, d*firing noother Heaven than for ever 
fo be with the } ord, beholding his Face in Righteouſ: 
nels, loving him without loathing, and praiſing him 
without ever being wearv ! Dems fixis erit deſideri» 
orum noſtrorum, qui ſine fine videbitur, ſine faſtzdio a: 
prabitur, ſine defatigatione laudabitnr. Ubi ſupra. 


6. W E may lawfully have ReſpeFt in our Obedience 
to the Recompence of the Reward, beranſe to ſuch, and 
wo ſuch only, 1s the promiſe of eternal Life made. Tho 
the Promiſe of eternal Life were conceived in the 
Womb of Free Grace, and brought forth by the 
aaſpicious Midwifery of Goua's ric: Mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and fo is evety way f--c and gratuitous in 
the riſe of it, as proczediveg whoily from the inſti- 
gation of God's goodnefs, and not depending upon a- 
ny antecedent Condition in us. as the impulitve Cauſe 
thereof : Yet lince the promite of Life eternal doth 
bear 1n it the nature of #Reward, which hath always 
rejatio! in the accompliſhineot of it, to ſome preſvp- 
poſed Pertormances, we muit therefore know, that it 
will never be'made good to us, but with dependance 
upon Duties in us, that may fit and - qualify us to re- 
ceive fo glorious a Promiſe. Firſt we muſt do the 
Work, and then receive the Reward ; Firſt we muſt 
get Grace, and then God will give us Glory : firſt or 
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muſt finiſh our Courſe, © and then we ſhall receive a 
Crown: of Righteouſneſs ; firſt we muſt Sow to the 
Soirit, and then we have the Promiſe of God for our 
Security, that of the Spirit we ſhall Reap Life everla- 
ſting. We mult not therefore anticipate, and per- 
turb that camely and bleſſed Order which God hath 
= in tis Promiſes, expeRting that God ſhould glori- 

us in Heaven, before we have glorified his Name on 
Farth. For, be the promiſes of Life and Glory never 
ſo free and abſolute in their Riſe, yet they are conditi» 
onate in their Accompliſhment, ſo that unleſs by the 
due and faithful mance of the Conditions ame- 
xed thereto, we be qualified for them, we can never 
receive them. Amongſt many other Conditions and 
Proviſoes, npon which God bath made us the Promiſe 
of eternal Life, this is not the leaſt, that by patient 
continuance in well-doing we ſhould ſeek after it. For 
ſaith the Apoſile, ro them that by patient commuance in 
well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Hononr,and Immor: ality, 
God will render eternal Life. Rom. 7. As God, when 
he bad promiſed deliverance unto /ſrae/, Ezek. 36. 
37. yet tells them, that for this he will be enquired of 


' by the Houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them - So, though 


the Lord hath given us a promiſe of eternal Life and 
Glory, yet he will bave us ſeek it by patient continu- 
ance 1n well doing, before ever he will Crown us with 
it. . In vain ſhall we think to find eternal Life, if we 
ſeek it not in the firſt place, . giving diligence to lay 
hold upon it. For, when Promiſes have the Condi- 
tion annexed to them, we cannot take any Comfort in 
the Promiſe, till we are ſure of the Condition. To 
ſay then, that we may not have Reſpe&t in our Obe- 
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dience to the Recompence of Reward, to Eternal 
Life, and Glory, which is one grand- condition ſpecifi- 
ed in the Promiſe thereof, is to render this glorious 
Reward altogether unfeaſable, and indeed to reflet 
diſhonorrable Blaſphemy upon God— himſelf, as if he 
had Promiſed Eternal Glory with ſuch a Promiſe, as 
may not lawfully be ſeen unto, with ſuch an unrigh- 
teous condition as can never be performed without 
Sin. But dare we ſay, that the Infinitely Holy God 
will make us tenders of Life and Glory upon any . 
other terms thap what ſhall be Holy, and Juſt, and 
Good ? Hath the Lord threatned that without Holi- 
neſs we ſhall never ſee him : and will he then make 
dilingenuity and unhalineſs the way leading to him ? 
Doth this pure indeficient Fountain, which is always 
one and the ſame, ſend forth ſuch ſweet and ſuch 
ſower Water ? Is the God who hath promiſed us 
Life and Glory, Holy, and dare we think that he 
would ſuſpend the Promiſ: thereof upon any unholy 
and Sinful condition? Doubtle(s, fince the Good 
and Holy God hath made a reſpe&t to the Recom- 
pun of the Reward, a condition of our receiving the 

romiſe of Life Everlaſting, we necd not fear the 
doing any thing unlawful, but may well have a full 
Plerophory, that what we do muſt be Holy, and Juſt, 
and Good, whillt by Patient conti::uance in well- 40: 
ing, we ſcek to make ſure of Heaven and Glory. 


b, 


7. WE may Lawfully have Reſpeft,in our Obedience, 
ro the Recompence of the Reward, becauſe otherwiſe we 
ſhould not exerciſe; nor bave many of our Graces con- 
"wer {ant about their proper Objetts, The Lord doth 
not only require that we ſhould have an harmonious 
compages, and an univerſal complexion of all ſaving 
Graces in our Souls, bur alſo that every Grace ſhould 
be acted upon, and regularly converfant about it's 
own ObjeR, which yet, without a due reſpeR had ec 
ene 
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the Recompence of the Reward, cannot poſlibly be. 
For how can Faith be the Subſtance of unſeen Glory, 
Low can deſire long after it, or hope expet it, if it 
be net a thing lawful for a Chriſtian to look after, 
and to have reſpect unto it ? Faith (faith the rv neg 
& the Subſtance of things hoped for : the Evidence of 
things not ſeen. Betwixt 4 Faith and Hope-there is 
a very near affinity, and they ſtand mutually related to 
one another, each of thera having reſpect tothe other, 
as the two Cherubims looked one towards the other 
over the Mercy Seat- Faith layes the Forndation 
of HappineſsZand Hope builds upon that Foundation 
a glorious proſpect of it. Faith leaning upon the 
Promiſe of God, —rning T ternal Life, puts ſtrength 
into Hope ; and Hope looking for that Eternal Life 
which God hath Promiſed, pours the Oyl of gladnefs 
into Faith. That Good which Faith ſees, Hope 
atiently waits for. Faith fixeth an Eye opon future 
lory, and Hope tarrieth for it till it becomes preſent, 
Faith, in believing the Joys of Heaven, gives Hope a 
ſight of them ; and Hope, in expecting of them, makes 
Faith to reoyce with joy -unipeakable and full of 
Glory. Faith believes it_ ſhall end in Salvation, 1 
Pet. 1. 9. and Hope bids the Soul be patient and wait 
t> the end that it may. be ſaved. Faith diſcovering 
a weight of Glory, makes ſtrong the hands of Hope, 
and Hope climbing up thereby 'into the Mount of 
Transhguration, makes the face of Faith to ſhine with 
the reflexions of the ſame Glory upon it.  [ Fides 
accipit preſentia dei beneficia, vel etiam in ſpe poſita 
repreſentat, ac veluts oculis Nabijeie. Polan. Syntag. 
Lib. g. cap. 9. Pag. 3851.] In a word,: what Hope 
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looks upon as future, Faith gives it 2 preſent ſubſiſten- 
Cy, reallizing thoſe things to the Soul, which have 
now no other being, than what is in the Promiſe; ſo 
that Fairh ſteadfaſtly believing, Hope cannot but with: 
Patience expe& that Crown of Life, that Reavenl 

Kingdom, that Eternal Happineſs and Glory whic 

God bath Promiſed. Thus, whilſt we have reſpeR, 
m our Obedience, to the Recompence of the Reward 

theſe Graces of Faith and Hope, they arc exerciſed 
about their proper objects ; the one believing the Pro- 
miſe of Eternal Life, and the other waiting to reccive 
it, which otherwiſe they could never do, but muſt 
either a& irregularly, embracing thoſe objets which 
they ought not ſo much as to glance upon, or clic 1u't 
be perpetually cloyſtered up in the Soul, devoting 
themſelves to an unprofitable Lethargical, unactive 
Life, and fo antidating a ſuperſedeas from their pe- 
culiar Offices and Labours, before ever God did ſet 
his ſeal thereunto. For what is the ReſpeR to the 
Recompence of Reward, of which we are now ſpeak- 
ing, but a Sovereign Cordial made up of thoſe choice 
Ingredients, Faith and Hope, to comfort the Spirits, 
and make glad the Hearts of God's People, whilſt 
walking in all. upright, ſelf-denying, and holy Obe- 
dience re him ? * Tis doubtleſs the Firſt born of 
Impoſlibilities, for the Soul to believe the Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, and wait for it as it ought to do, with- 
out having reſpcR, in all its Obedience, to the Re- 
compence of the Reward, which is nothing but theſe 
two Graces converſant about their Virgin-objects, 
uniting their ſtrength, and mingling their moſt 
frightful , and genereus Wine for the comfort of 
God's People in Heavens way. So that, whoever 
aſſerts it unlawful to have any reſpect, in our Obe- 
dience, to Heaven and Glory, he doth what in bim 
lies to make the motions of Faith and Hope Irregular ; 


or el to put out the Eye of Faith, as the gg "oe 
ea 
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dealt wit Sampſon, and to break the Anchor of Hope, 
leaving the Poor Souls to the courteſy of an enraged 
Wave, to the clemency of an inhuſpitable Rock, to 
the mercy of an inexorable Wreckful Storm. Indeed 
though Moſt other Graces have Eternity written upon 
them, living that life which ſhall never be ſwallowed 
up of Death : Yet Faith and Hope are Graces of a 
ſhorter date; they are both of them Children of the 
Promiſe, but not like to be long lived ; their opera- 
tion 15 ſuch as doth infallibly imply an imperfeRtion in 
the ſubje& receptive of the n, and therefore they moſt 
die itt the Mount, riot thinking to enter into the 
Land of Canaan, where Faith ſhall be perfeRted into 
Viſion Beatifical, and Hope into the full and immediate 
fruition of God Himſelf. Irenexs (I confeſs) would 
have Faith and Hope to abide in the Life to come, 
and alſo Durands ſeems to incline that way : But, 
though a Faith of Dependance will be in Heaven, 
giving all the Inhabitants of that New Jeruſalem a 
ull Plerophory, and everlaſting Afſurance of their 
Happineb, yet to believe the Promiſe of Eternal Life, 
and Hope be it, as now we do, 1s altogether incom+ 
poſlible with a ſtate of Glory. For we can walk no 
lovger by Faith when, once we ſee God face to face : 
Nor hope any Ionger, for Heaven and Glory, when 
once we are put in falf*Poſſellion of them- As there- 
fore Hope, which is ſeen, is no Hope : fo Faith, which 
ts ſcen, is no Faith. For what a Man already fees 
and fully enjoys, why doth he yet believe or hope for 
it? Faith may now lay hold upon God's Word of 
Promiſe for everlaſting Salvation, and Hope may now 
expe this Salvation, waiting with Patience for it : 
But, when God ſhall fulfll his Promiſe, putting us in 
full Poſeffion of Heaven, and Crowning us with 
eternal Salvation, then Faith ſhall be quite at an end, 
and Hope ſhall have its full Period. Faith and Hope 
may now bear up the hands of the Soul while it fights 


the 
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the Lord's Battels, as Aaron and Hr did bear up the 
Hands of Moſes : But when all the Spiritual <ma- 
lekires are utterly deſtroyed, and we come to the 
heavenly Ca447, whoſe Cities are Walled abgur with 
everlaſting Salvation, and all her Streets Paved with 
undiſturbed Peace, 7/a. 26. 1. theo Faith and Hope 
will be no longer uſeful, but their Office ſhall quite 
eXpire. However thole men deal unequally with 
Faith and Hope, obtruding upon them an unjuſt Su- 
perſedeas, and ingratefally cutting them off the midſt 
of their days, who will not allow a Chriſtian ia his 
Obedience, to ſteal by the eye of Faith, fo much as 
one com fartable look from Heaven, nor patiently to 
wait by Hope for the Promiſe of cternal Life. Shall 
Faith and Hope give way hereafter, the one to open 
Vihion, and the other to the full Fruition of God in 
Glory, and ſhall we deny rhem their Canaan here, 
not ſoffering them to draw water with Comfort out 
of the Wells of Salvation, nor to Solace themſelves in 
the ſweet Embraces of Heaven and Glory, their Vir- 
in Objects ? Certainly Chriſtians, your Graces. of 
Faith and Hope can never be converſant about their 
proper Ob'e&s ; fo long as Heaven and Glory are 
not in your eye. You do intercept the expectation 
of Hope, and draw a thick Veil of Darkneſs before 
the eye of Faith, when you have not reſpe& in all 
r Obedience to the Recompence of the Reward, 
king by patient continuance in well-doing,- for a 
Crown of Life. Since then our Graces will be ob- 
ſtructed in their genuine Operations, and not ſuffered 
to be converſant about their proper Objects, if we 
have not a due ReſpeRt in our Obedience to the Re- 
compence of tlie Reward, we way well conclude the 
practiſe to he holy, an4 juſt, and good. For, ſurely 
the Lord will have all our Graces drawn forth afrer, 
and regularly exerciſed upon their proper Do a 
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8. W E may lawfully have reſpett in our Obedience 
to the Recompence of the Reward, becauſe this 1s no- 
thing but what that innate deſire of Happineſs, which 
the Godwf Nature hath immoveably fixed in the Cen- 
tral Point of every Rational Beeing, eſpecially, doth 
prompt and oblige us to. If we diligently conlult the 
whole Context of that viu@ yeari&, the Law of Na- 
ture which God himſelf bath unblottably written up- 
on the Table of every Man's Heart, with his own un- 
erring Finger, we ſhall find wany Radical Principles 
and unraſeable Impreſſions of Virtue, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs upon it : And Fo amongit them all there 
is no Principle more undelible, no Impreflion ſiamped 
deeper, nor any Precept more Triumphant, unqueſtt- 
onable, and authentica!, than this, that every man 
ought to provide for his own welfare, conſulting the 
perpetual conſervation, the bleſſed Advancement, and 
the everlaſting Happineſs of his own Beeing. As God 
bath by a natural Inſtinct et all ofber Creatures a 
longing aſter their own Preſervation and Welfare : 
So he bath more Emphatically ſtamped every ration- _ 
al Nature with an innate deſire of its own Happineſs, 
whereby it cannot but long after it. Though fince 
our firſt Apoſtacy from God, we be miſerably degene- 
rated from the eXcellency of our own Natures, and 
have our Wills fo corrupted, and wholly perverted 
about the ultimate end, that we have not thoſe. Brea- 
things, thoſe Pantings, thoſe unſatished Deſires after 
God himfelf as we thould ; we are not drawn by the 
attractive and magnetical virtue of a Deity, defifting 
to fix ourſelves in the Quietative Center of his Love, 
and Favour, and the Light ot his Countenance ; we 
make him not our ſupream and ultimate end, afpirirg 
after fulneſs of Communion with the Lord Jehovah, as 
the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End of 
all our Happineſs : Yet an innate deſire of Happineſs 
is ſo incorporated with our very Beeings, and fo =—_ 
libly 
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libly written apon onr Eſſences, that the Fall. it ſelf 
hath not blotted it out, but even in a ſtate of Cor- 
reption, this ſacred Relique of God's Inage abideth 
with us ; fo long as we continue to be ratiorfa! Crea- 
tures, we muſt needs owe thus much Kindneſs and 
Courteſie to ourſelves, as to conſult the Welfare of 
our own Beeings, ſeeking nothing more than to lard 
them ſafe at that, which we take to be the Haven of 
Reſt and Happineſs. 


THOSE that are the greateſt Patrons of Free- 
will, who make an undiſtingaiſhable AXquipoiſe, Unde- 
terminatenefſs, and Indifferency inthe Will to Goodor 
Evil to be effer:tial toall Liberty, ſo that take awzy this 
'«apoer's, ani with them you take off the Chariot 
Wheels of the So!:], and wholly deſtroy the nature of 
Free-will : Why, yet theſe grand Adiaphoriſts, are 
fo ſtrangely Con-1uered by the Invincible Evidence of 
this triumphant Truth, that they ſuffer it to paſs withe 
out any Contradidtion, 9 acknowledging, that this 
Indifferency and Freedom of Will, is not expreſs con- 
cerning Happineis ; a man is not Free whether he will 
defire Happineſs or not, but his Will is determined 
that way; ft there is a natural Pondus froin God up- 
on him, by which he doth poiſe towards his own 
Welfare, and cannot but Will the Pre«perity of 
his own Beeing, together with' a!l ſuch mcans as he 
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9 Voluntas de neceſſitate movetur ab objetto illo, 
quod eff univerſale bonum,; ab ip/a jcilicet beatitudine. 
Aq. Ia 27, 
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judgeth ncc:ſary for the accompliſhment of it. '* As 
” the Elements have their proper Principles of Moti- 
” on, whereby they-never reſt, till they come to their 
” Center, wherein they do wo Acquiels. 'So not © 
much like thereto is the Heart of Man, which by an 
hatural defire of Happineſs is reſtleſs, ſtill ſeeking with 
unquiet Agitations, Rovings, and anxious Diſquifiti- 
ons, in what Center to Acquiefs, and take up irs Re- 
pole. Did you never bebold a Needle touched with 
a Load-ſtone , quivering, and trembling, and with 
much curioſity direRing its Point towards the North, 
4s the place of its peculiar Reſt, and magnetick Fi- 
xation ? Thus every Man hath his Soul touched with 
an innate Appetite after Happineſs, as with a Spiri- 
tual Load-ſtone, fo that no man can chooſe but deſire 
his own Welfare, direRting all his unquiet Agitations, 
Qaiverings, and curious Cadeavours for the hitting, 
and attaining fo fair a Mark. 


Y OU may poflibly call ro mind an Ariftotle, Sa» 
crificing his Life ro his 6wn Curioſity, in the ſtrange 
Heats, ard irregular Eſtuations of inconſtant Exripus / 
Poſlibly you may have read of a Cleopatra, unnatu- 
rally craving the help of two Poyſonous Aſps to ſuck 
forth her Life and her Blood together ' At leaſt 
you cannot but remember Achitophel, diſpatching 
himſclt for very Madneſs that his Oracle was not re« 
ceived ! Zimri, King of 1ſrael, burning himſelf in 
his own Palace ! ( 1 Kings, 16, 18.) Judas, rid- 
ding himſelf from the Horrors of black Diſpair, by 
—_— a Rape upon Hell it ſelf ! as perlons that 
ſeem practically to have Enervated the Strength of 
my Reaſon, and ſufficiently to have proved that all 
men-delire not their own Happinels. 


BUT however theſe, and the like Inſtances ray be 
look'd upon by a vulgar eye, as ſo many anomalous 
Indivi- 
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Individiums, and Exceptions from this general Rule : 
yet, indeed, they do moſt ſtrongly confirm it, giving. 
us a full Certificate written in their own Blood, that 
all men deſire Happineſs, whilſt they would. ventare 
to purchaſe a bare Appearance thereof, at {6 Dear a 
Rare, taking SanQtuary in the Grave, and indea vour- 
ing to hide themſelves in the moſt abhorred Eſtate of 
Annihilation, that they might be at Reit. Thovgh 
then we ſhould4ecarch the Records of all 4ges, takin 
a riſe from theſe low deſcended times of ours, || to thoſe 
Primordial Seaſons that firſt began the World : yet 
we could not find any one particular, amongſt all the 
Sons and Daughters of Mankind, how eminently Vir- 
tuous, or prodigioully Vicious ſoever,, that could fo 
| play the Heteroclite in Naturegsnot to breathe after a 
ate of Bleſſedneſs, deſiring a (hare therein. As in 
all Nations there is an exact Likeneſs, and Agreement 
in the Situation and Compoſure of Mens Faces, ſo that 
every one hath his Face ſet Keaven ward : Why, 
thus there is the ſame -Likeneſs and Agreement alto 
in the bent ard byaſs of all mens Spirits, fo that every 
one, whether Good of Bad, whether Wicked or God- 
Is doth defire his own Welfare. © For, whatever is 
aturl. as this innate deſire of Happineſs is, muſt 
needs be Univerſal, Immoveable, and perpetually E 
hergetical, communicating its Virtue, Strength, and 
Power to the whole Kind : So that amongit all the 
Sons of Men, you ſhall not find one whole Heart is 
not tcuched with this Load-ſtone, who doth not Love 
his own Wecltare, who doth not ſeek after his own 
Happineſs, moving towards that as his proper Center. 


| Omnres igitur homines boni pariter ac mui, indif- 
creti a4 bonum inentione pervenire mtuntur, Bbeth, 
de Conſol Philol. lib. 4. prof. 2. pag. 111. 
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INDEED, all Men are agreed about their Summunm 
Bimmn ; nor do they all ſeek ro be happy the ſame way ; 
ſome you may ſee digging in the Mines, to ſee if the 
could ſpy any Vein of happineſs there ; you may ſee 0- 
thers ambiriouſly ſeeking after Honours, to ſee if they 
could find any happineſs there ; ſome you may ſee tor- 
curing Nature, and ſetting her upon the Rack to extra&t 
the fineſt and quinteflence of the Creature, to ſee if they 
could meer with the Spirit of happineſs in ſuch pleaſu- 
rable Diſtillations ; and others again you may ſee trim- 
ming their Lamps with the Oyl of Humane Learning, 
ro ſee if their intellectual endowments, their choice dit- 
coveries, -and ſpeculations would afford than any hap- 
pineſs : * But yet though they were thus divided in the 
Branches, they were notwithſtanding cloſely unired in 
the root ; though they could nor agree upon the way 
of happineſs, yer they did all of them agree and con- 
ſpire 1n this, ro make Happineſs their end ; this is the 
bleſſed Harbour for which they are all bound, although 
embarked in ſeveral Veſlels,and affefting different Winds 
to ſail by ; this is the Mark at which they all ſhoot, 
though many of them take their aim amiſs ; however, in 
a word, Mens perſwaſions of what is that Good which 
will make them happy _ be diverſified according to 
their Inclinations, yet Blefſedneſs is the Center wherein 
all rheir deſires meer. Obſerve we then our own Ge- 
nius; let us diligently conſider what Nature doth prompt 
us to, and that will make it ſomerhing cleater, that we 
may lawfully have reſpe& in our obedience to the re- 
compence of the reward. Think not that by ſending 
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g uanquam non omnes 1a appet ant in qo. bentitudo wera 
conflit, in omnes tamen witverſale & perfettin bonum natu- 
raliter appetere certum :ft, in quo conjifiit communis ratio bed- 
titudinis Aq. 1a. 22.9.5 8. 

Ommnis mortalium cura quam multiplicium Pudtoram [aber 
exercet, diverſo quidem calle procedit ; ſed ad unum tamen 
beatitudinis finem nititur venire, id autem eſt bonum, quo quis 
adepto nihil ulterius defiderare queat. Bott. de Conf. Philo. 
lib. 3. prol. 2. pag. 63. 
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you to Nature, I go about to make void the Grace of 
God ; for though they borh ſpring from the ame Foun- 
tain of Love and Uniry, fo that there are no Principles 
of diſcord betwixt them, yet Nature is but the Hand- 
maid, Grace is the Miſtreſs ; Nature teacheth you to 
conſult your own Happineſs, but it's Grace alone that 
can pur you in the right way, and at the end Crown 
you With it. Men by nature are all of themſelves in 
equal circumſtances in order to erernal Happineſs ; they 
may deſire ir, bur are all of them equally diſtant from 
it, :i11 Ged himſelf makts the difference according to his ewn 
Decrees, which are all of them eternal, and unconditionate. 
However, God hath left this natural deſire of Happineſs 
in us as a ſtock whereupon to graft the Plant of Grace. 
Nature indeed could never make us happy without 
Grace, and yer Grace preſuppoſes Nature as that which 
affords it matter to work upon ; fo that whilſt by Na- 
ture we defire our own Happineſs, Grace doth not pluck 
up this deſire as an unſavoury Weed, but doth manure 
and cheriſh ir, and perfett ir by purting vs in the righr 
way that leads to eternal Happineſs. What tſhall we 
then think of rhoſe chat deny vs the liberty of conſul- 
ting our own Welfare, would they have us baniſhed 
from our own eflence, and walk Antipodes to the Law 
of Nature? Judge in your ſelves, is it comely ior a 
Man to go abour to blor out the Law of Self-preterva- 
tion, which God hath engraven upon every Being, as 
with the point of a Diamond ? Doth not Nature itelf 
teach you what a ſhame ir is for a Man to be caretct5 
of his own Salvation, never labouring to promore the 
welfare of tis own Being ? If the Law of Nature teach 
us to conſult our own Happinels, ro be ſure the God of 
Natuze for obeying her in that innocent diate, ſeeking 
Life and Eternal Glory in all that we do, will never 
condemn us. 

9. WE may lawfully have reſpet to the recompence of the 
reward in our obedience, th othe e we ſhould negle? 
owr great ena of our Lives, which is to ſeek after the Hopp:- 
neſs, and Eternal Wilfare of our own Son.;. E MAIN care 
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of every Man in this World ſhould be, as to glorifie God) 
ſo to ſave his own Soul. Our Souls are a lacred Depoſt- 
tun, wherewith the Lord nath entruſted us ; and there- 
fore he allows us not to be prodigal of their Welfare, 
bur expe&s thar like fairhful Depoſitaries, we ſhould = 
all diligence ro keep them, that no Man may rake their 
Crown. Chriſtians ſhould nor be like the Married Wo- 
man, who careth for the things of the World, how ſhe 
may pleaſe her Husband : * Burt like the Chaſt Virgin, 
they ſhould care for the things of the Lord, that being 
Holy both in Body and in Spirir, they may fave their 
Souls. Thar which is the grand mark, for the hitting 
whereof we ſhould bend and dirett all our endeavours ; 
thar which is the Centre towards which we ſhould al- 
ways be moving, is the Eternal Salvation of our Immor- 
ral Souls, wh above all things we ſhould give dili- 
gence to Land ſafe at the Peaceful Haven of undiſtur- 
bed reſt, and end'eſs feliciry. +1 have read of Arave- 
goras the Philoſopher, that being asked for what end he 
was Born, anſwered, To contemplate the Heavens, and 
behold the Sun ; but the true end for which we were 
Born into the World is this, that we may glorifte God 
| and enjoy him for ever, to the ſaving of our Souls. 
| God never ſent us into-the World with a deſign to 
make us Coſmopolites, that ſhould negotiate for nothin 
ſave the periſhable Enjoyments of this preſent Life ; but 
the great thing which the Lord hath given us in charge 
15 to have our Converſation in Heaven, laying up for 
our ſelves a Treaſure there. * Labour we mult all fo 
Jong as we are cloathed with Mortality, yet not for the 
Meat that periſherh, but for the Meat which will en- 
dure to everlaſting Life. In this World we have no 
continuing City, the Lord would therefore have us ſeek « 
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for one to come, * fora Ras that cannot be mov- 
ed, for a Ciry that hath Foaxndations, whoſe Builder and 
Maker is God. The Lord hath (ent us into the World 
as into his own © Vineyard, and the great employment 
he hath ter-us abour, is ro work out our Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. Thovgh uting moderation we 
may conſu!t the Welfare of our Bodies, yet our great 
care muſt be to promore rhe Happineſs of our precious 
Souls, chat when theſe earthly Tabernacles of our Bo- 
dies fajl us, we may be received into everlaſting Habi- 
cations. That which will infallibly be the end of a 
Chriſtians Faith, ſhould delignedly be the end of every, 
Man's Lite, even the Eternal Salvation of his own Soul | 
God will have our care proportionate to the worth and 
dignity of that obje& about which it is convertanr. 
Since therefore our Souls are as fo many Oricat Jewels 
ot unvaluable worth, good reaſon there 1+ that our moſt 
T -incipal and ſoverei ign care {ſhould be to provide for 
them, that they may be eternally Bleſſed ſthining like 
the Sun in the Firmament of Heaven for ever, with the | 


bright reflex1ons of God's Benign Aſp: C& and Glory up- 

on them. What I find ſpoken by Solow 1n Wildom's 
commendation, may very well be + accommodated to.a | 
rational Soul. She is more precious than Rubies ; and | 
all Ns things thou can{t delire are nut to be compared 
TO NET, 


T H E * Soul 15 the ”m_ y of the whole Creation, 'ris 
the Quinteſience of a 1ational Creature ; 'tis an incar- 
nate Angel, ruling as Kinpraſ in the midſt of Man, 
who is the Microcolin, the E pitome, rhe compendaous 
Abridgment of all the World. The Body of Man 14 | 


compounded of groſs Materials, 'tis conic of an earthi\ 
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Extration ; bur now his Soul its an Heaven-born' Crea« 
rure ; 'tis the Off-ipring of God himſelf, as coming 
down from that Father of Spirits. The Body is nothing 
bur a piece of well refined Mud, 'ris an earthly Taber- 
nacle raiſcd out of the Duſt for the Soul ro dwell in ; 
bur the Soul is of a more Noble and Divine Original ; 
'ris the ſweer and delicious Breath of a Deiry derived 
into the Body by Diviae Inſpiration from God him- 
{clf. 


THERE is that Beauty, Comelinets, and choice 
Embruidery ro be feen upon the Body of Man, which 
dorh ſutfi:ciently prove it ro be more than the mere 
Workmanſhip of any finire Creature : butwwpon the Soul 
there are thole ſignatures of a Deity, thole heavenly Cha- 
raters, and Divine Lineaments, which ſeem clearly ro 
evince it, tO be wholly -the Workmanfhip of an Infinite 
God. "Tis fictiened by rhe Poets in their Mythology, 
of Prometheus that he did work and faſhion the Bodies of 
Men out of Clay : but he was fain<o ſteal Fire f 
Heaven for the informing and quickning of them with 
living Souls. (a) When the Body is curiouſly formed, 
and admirably organized iu rhe lower Parts of the Earth, 
yer ſtill it would remain a lifeleſs and unſpiriced piece 
of Clay, did not God animave and quicken it with a 
living Soul, with a celeſtial Spark lighted by his own 
Breath from Heaven. 


THE Body of Man is but a Flower ſpringing out 
of the Earth, that will quickly wither, and return to its 
Duſt : but his Soul hath Immortality written upon it ; 
its a Bud of Erernity thar can never be biaftes, nor wi- 
ther away Into N "thing. The Body indeed 15 nothing 
but a Compound of Death and Mortality ; it will quick- 
ly crumb'e away into duit and rottennets : but the Soul 
having no Principles of Det!) and Corruprion bound up 
iN it, will runa Line parallel to a Erernity ; it can ne- 
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ver be confined by time, bur will for ever be Jaunching 
forth in the boundleſs Ocean of an endleſs Duration. 
T The Bedy is obnoxious to the ſtroke of Death, and by 
the Hand of Violence may beicre its time, be matricu- 
lated amongtt thoſe that fle:p in the Duſt : bur the Soul- 
being an immaterial Subſtance is above that faral blow, 
and hath from the ſpirituality of its own Nature ever- 
laſting impregnable ſecurity againſt every Hand of Vio- 
lence written upon it, ſo that Death irlclf is nct able to 


' touch the Lite of the Soul. 


THE Soul therefore being thus Divine in its Ori- 

inal, and Eternal in its Being and Duration, there is no 

an unleſs he will renounce his own Underſtanding, 
and apoſtatize from his own eflence, but muſt acknow- 
ledge it a point of the moſt important and maſculine 
reaſon in all the World, to contulr the Salvation of our 
Immortal Souls, providing above all things for their E- 
ternal Welfare. Should we prefer the Casket, before 
the Jewel ; a frail Manſion of Mortaliry, before an hea- 
venly Inhabirant ; or the dark Lanthorn of the Body, be- 
fore the Soul, that Divine Lamp, which if fed by the 
Oyl of Grace, would always ſhine forth with moſt ra- 
dianr, dazling beams of Brightneſs ? The excellency of 
our Souls is fo tranſcendently Great and Glorious, that 
ir juſtly lays claim to our principal care : and becauſe 
they will never be raked up with our Bodies, in the 
cold Embers of Death ; why therefore hath the Lord 
made ir the great end of our Lives, tro work our Salva- 
tion for them, giving diligence ro make them meet 
through Grace, for everlaſting Manſions of Glory in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But how can we thus take care of 
them, or deſign their Eternal Happineſs as the great end 
of our Lives, in caſe we may nor have reſpe& ro the 
recompence of the reward, ſeeking Life and Eternal 
Glory by patient continuance in well-doing to Crown 
them withal ? Can the Salvation of our Souls be the 
obje& of our principal care next\to Gods own Glory, 


+ Matth. 10, 28. when 
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when out of a pretended Zeal for that, we would feem 
altogether careleſs and unſolicitous about the ſaving of 
our own Souls * How can we ſay we make falvation 
the great, end of our lives endeavouring that our Souls 
may be happy, when we hold it unlawful to bend and le- 
vel all our defires for the hicting of that fair mark ? 
Believe ir Chriſtians, rh:y that would perſwade you 
'ris unJawful to have reſpeCt in our obedience to Heaven 
and Glory, «lo in effe& go about to argue your Souls 
into the careleſs negle&t of their own everlaſting wel- 
fare. Bur can you be regardletls of your own Salvation ? 
Can you fleighr rhe great end of your lives, and rurn 
your back upon your own happineſs ? Can you indeed 
negle& your immortal Souls that muit either be happy 
or miſerable, either imparadiſed Souls in Heaven, or 
damned Spirits in Hell to all erernity ? Do you know 
what Salvation is ; how everlaſtingly bleſſed thoſe Souls 
will be, that may approach the preſence of their God, 
that may fee his Face, that may reſt in bis eternal em- 
braces, that may enter into the joy of their Lord, and 
drink freely of thoſe Rivers of pleaſure which are ar 
his right hand for evermore? Oh then make nor light 
of lo great Salvation, bur give all diligence to ger an 
intereſt rherem for your immortal Souls. To make 
ſure of erernal happineſs was the great errand upon 
which God ſent us into the World : oh therefore take 
heed that you do not leave it upon uncertainties, ſcek- 
ing after the Kingdom of God and the righteoufneſs 
thereof, as if you were loth to find it ! 


(10) WE may lawfully have reſpe# in our obedience to the 
recampence of the reward, becauſe the very nature, and proper 
grnius of true Grace, is to make a bleſſed diverce betwixt the 
world and the heart wherein it © is vefidemt, and fo 10 car- 
ry ot the heart in flrong deſires and wunſati;fiable breath 
ings, aſter Heavm and Glory, True Grace is an Heaven- 
born Spark, and therefore it doth naturally alcend wup- 
ward, aſpiring afcer Heaven and Glory, as its proper re- 
gion. As all the Lines meer in the Center, and as all the 
Rivers do run into the Sea, *uniting themſelves in the 
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vaſt Ocean : ſo all the deſires of a gracious Soul, they 
meer in Heaven, uniting a'l their torces 11 one contt- 
nued, and infatiate anh-lation after fulnels of Commu- 
nion with God in Glorv. The Sun rhough ſeen in the 
Warer, yet hath his Tabernac!e fixed in Heaven : (a) to 
though a Chriſtian hath his commoration upon Earth, 
yer his Convertarion, his Trade, his Commerce 1s daily 
in Heaven, the place of his Erernal Abode. The M-n 
of this World are ever inveloping themſelves in thick 
Clay ; they are not ſoaring Eagles, but crawling Muck- 
worms : but now all thote that are truly gracious, rhey 
are Men of another Spirit ; they live in the higheſt Re- 

ion; and are compared to Eagles in regard of their 

eavenly-mindednefs. (5) Lif: enables Men to li up 
their Body from the Earth, and to tread upon it with 
their Feet : (:)Thus whoever have the Life of Grace be- 
gun in them, they tread upon all earthly Enjoymenrs, 
and are carried upon the Wing of delire quite - above all 
ſublunary Comforts into Heaven itſe!f. The heart thar 
1s ſeaſoned with ſaving Grace is reſtlets till it come to 
be fixed in a ſure Srate of Glory and Happineſs : juſt 
like the Needle that is rouched with a Load-ſtone, upon 
which there is nothing bur unquiet agirations, and trem- 
blings till it be firmly fixed, and fettle immovably in 
the North Point. We read of Nea/'s Dove that ſhe found 
no place whereupon to reſt the ſole of her Foot, bur on- 
Iy in the Ark : ſo the People of God, they find no place 
but in Heaven, wherenpon to reſt themſelves, and there- 
fore all their breathings, deſires, and longings are carried 
out that way. The Child doth, not more naturally 
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breath, nor the Fire more naturally contend upward, 
than the Children of Grace do affect thole things that 
are above, (4) deſiring to be cloathed upon with their 
Houſe which 15 trom Heaven. Oh this 1s the pure Foun- 
rain after whoſe (b) Waters they infatiably thirſt and 
pant, like the chaſed Hind ; this 1s the only Centre of 
reſt, rowards which they are conſtantly bending their 
motion ; this 1s their choiceſt Treaſure, and there- 
fore no wonder, if their Hearts he fer upon ir. 
'The- Soul that is rruly gracious like the {everal Elements 
hath a proper principle of motion within ie ſelf, ſo 
that it can never reſt below, but is ſtill aſpiring after 
things above. 'Tis Glory and Honour,y'tis Immortality 
and Life everlaſting in the kingdom of Heaven, which 
true Grace fixeth the heart upon, and makes it long 
after. Who ever 1s truly gracious he hath Heaven in 
his eye, and the World under his feer, not labouring 
for the meat that periſheth bur for the meat which will 
endure to eternal Life. An hyprocrite may indeed be 
poſſefled with a kind of inefficacious Jazy deſires after 
Heaven and Glory ; there may be ſome velleiries, unattive 
wiſhings and* wouldings in a gracelefs Soul after eternal 
Life and Happineſs ; which are broken by the pre-ap- 
prehenfions of difficulties, and ſo produce no ſuitable 
endeavours. Detires ffiy from ſuch a mans Heart like 


'Sparks from a Furnace, which though they break forth 


in heaps, yet they ſuddenly die ; and fo preſently quench 
the Spirit which gave them motion. Bur now a gra- 
cious Soul, his Hands they ſecond his Heart ; his inward 
AﬀeCGtion "ris followed with eager proſecution : ſo that 
he doth nor only defire Glory and Honour and Immor:t- 
ality, but he likewiſe by patient continuance in well 
doing ſeeks afrer them, and will not leave off his purſuir 
of Heaven, whatever difficulties may occur in the way. 
His deſires are turned heavenward, and therefore he 
digs for heavenly Treaſure ; this is the mark ar which 


(s) 2 Cor. s. 2. 
(5) 7a! 42. I, 
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he aims; this is the prize for which he runs; this is 
the crown for which he ſo earneſtly contends. Give 
him Riches, give him Honours, give him worldly 
pleaſures, give him the very Flower and Cuinteffence | 
of the whole creation ; nay, give him the univerſal ( 
confluence and aggregation of all creature-injoyments, ( 
and yer in vain ſhall you think to ſatisfy him ; his Hearr 
15 fer upon Heaven,upon Life, and eternal Glory ; fo that 
you may as well ſtop the Sun in his courſe, as prevail 
upon ſuch a man to fit down fatisfied with any thing 

| here below. As the Sun exhales and draws up the 
vaponrs from the earth : fo true Grace it hath a magne- 
tick virrne in it, whereby it draws up the heart from 
earth in a continued, anhelation after Heaven and Glory. 
(s) *'T was faid of Chriſt that he fer, he obfirmed, he 
hardned his Face, as the original founds, to go to Jers- 
ſalem : thus all that are living members of Chriſt's my+ 
ſtical Body they ſer their Faces heaven-ward continually, 
direQing their courſe and urging their paffage throngh 
all dificulti:s rowards the heavenly Yeruſalew. Such 
are bound for the Holy Land, and therefore they will 
never pur in any where for harbour, till they come to | 
appear before their God in Sion. (5) They are riſen | 
with Chrift, and muſt needs therefore by virrue of this 
their fpiritual refurreftion, ſeek the things which are 
»dove, where Chriſt firs on the right hand of God. 
They have layd up for themſelves a Treaſure in Heaven ; 
and therefore a itone doth not more narurallſy move 
towards its proper Center, than their hearts vpon thar 
account do move heavenward. For as where che Carcaſs 
is there will the Eagles be gathered rogether : ſo where- < 
ever a Mans Treafure is, there will his Heart be alſo. 


I F then the proper Genius of Grace,be thus to make a 
divorce betwixt the World and the Hearr, and to carry 


(a) Luke 9. 51. "EgnertZe 78 wayowney. Obfirmavit fa- 
ciem. Hoc eft, omnem metum ac honorem mortis depoſuit, & 
anime ſuo conſtituit, hanc mortem eſſe ferendans, Leigh Crit. 


(5) Col. 3. r. 
our 
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out the Soul in ſtrong nncontroled and invincible 
deſires after Heaven and Glory, how can we once think 
it unlawful ro have reſpe& in our obedience tp the 
recompence of the reward * Whar, may nor rue Grace 
be allowed to at like ir Self, and to carry back the 
Heart to Heaven from whence ir came ? True Grace 
is a Bird of Paradiſe, and will nothing ſerve the turn 
unleſs we clip her Wings, that the may Soar no 
more aloft in uncurbed defires and panting anhelations 
after Heaven and Glory * There is a native beauty 
and amiableneſs in all ations agreeing with, and pro- 
portionate to the diftares of right reaſon; and ſhajl we 
then judge it unbecoming a Chriſtian ro a@ ſuirably 
to the dictates of true Grace in having reſpe&@ to Heaven 
and Glory in his obedience, to the ſeeking whereof 
Grace ſo Arongly inclines ? May the Fire contend up- 
ward, and every Element according to that Principle- 
of motion which it hath within, be carried to its proper 
Center, and may not Grace? Is the Grace of God 
ſhed abroad in the Heart, a Creature ſo badly principled 
that we may not ſuffer it to att us according to its pro- 
per Genius, without forfeiring our ingenuity, and 
becoming m—_— ? Can we not hold faft our in- 
tegrity and be filial in all our obedience, unleſs che 
Grace of God whereby we are become his Children, 
muſt be baniſhed from irs own effence, renounce its 
proper. inclination, and move excentrical to that hea- 
venlv Orb wherein God hath placed ir? Doubrleſs 
the Fire doth not more naturally burn, nor the 
Sparks fly upward, than Grace doth carry forth the 
Soul upon the ſwift wing of deſire after Life and erernal 
Happineſs. To be ſure then, whilſt according to the 
law of Grace you ſeck after Heaven and Glory in 
all your obedience, you can never be counted ungra- 
ry nor do any thing unbeſeeming a gracious 
oul. 


(11) WE may lawfully have reſpeF in our obedience to the 
yecompence of the reward, beranſe otherwiſe we ſhould un- 
ervalue the purchaſe of Chriſt's precious Blood, ungratefully 


Srurning 
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turning our backs upon that, which th: Lord Jeſus in all 
that he did and ſuffered for us did next unto God: glory 
aim at. The Socinians who are only Chriltians, 
x47" &rTippany, and as Salvian faid of ſome in his days, 
in contumeliam Chriſti) they (I confeſs, cannot endure 
to hear that Chriſt by his Death and Sufferings de- 
ſigned any ſuch thing, as the purchaſing of lite and 
ſaivation for us. They will allow him to be rhe 
Prince of life, and a conſtitured God after his Reſur- 
rttion; but his Blood, an Sufferings, they will in 
no cafe acknowledge them ro be the price ot our 
Life, and the meritorious cauſe of our Redemption 
from the wrath to come. That he died for our good, 
Jeaving vs an example, that we ſhould tollow his fleps, 
they will readily grant; bur that Chriſt ſhou!d lay 
down his Lite and die ia our ſtead, that we through 
Faith in his Blcod might eicape the Damnation of Hell, 
and fo have. an entrance into heavenly Glory, they 
will not abide. They make him like Job, upon the 
Dunghil, or Srephen the Proto-martyr under a florm 
of Stones, a rare pattern of patience in his Death ; but 
as for the Treaſury of his Merit to Life and eternity 
of Glory, that they do wholly reje&t. The moit that 
they will al'ow concerning the Death and Sufferings 
of Chriſt our Redeemer 1s only this, that he died as 
a fimous Martyr to confirm the Doctrin he preached, 
and ro be an example unto us, that we might walk 
in all- patience and felf-denial before God : Bur as for 
that expiatory Sacrifice which in his Death he offered 
up to God the Father, and thar full fatisfattion which 
he made thereby to Diviae Jutice, againſt this they 
bend all their ſtrength, as Men that were induſtrioully 
relolved to undermine the whole Work of our Redemp- 
tion, and to reduce themſclves into the ſaine eſtate of 
hopeleſs and everlaſting unpreventable mifery with 
lapſed Angels, that are now ſhut up in everlaſting Chains 
vnder Darkeneſs. However there is a ſufficiency of $:r1- 
prure-evidence ſhining forth with moſt claritied Beams 
of brighrneſs, enough to ſatisfy all thoſe whole eyes the 
God of this World hath not blinded, rhat Chriſt died 
_ l»y 
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by way of Satiſfiaftion ro Divine Juſtice, that he Jaid 
down his Life in our ſtead, and chat in all his ſufferings 
he deſigned the purchaſing of Life and erernal Salvation 
for us. Hence, beſides the ſeveral Types, and daily 
hibaſtical Sacrifices under the Old Teſtament, al) pre- 
figuring that Jeſus Chriſt was by his Death to make an 
Atronement for Sin ; we have the®Holy Ghoft every 
where in holy Writ aflerting this as the grand end of 
Chriſt's coming into the World, and of this he- 
coming obedient unto Death, that he might fave Sin- 
ners, that he might make farisfaftion ro Divine Ju- 
tice, that he might reconcile us unto Gud, that he 
might impetratg the forgivene!s of Sins for us, and ſo 
pur us at length in poſſeſſion of endlels Glory. As the 
Lord dorh naturally hate Sin, ſo hkewi!= he 1s natu- 
rally inclined to puniſh ir: and though there be a Rem- 
nant according to the eleQion of Grace -rhat ſhall 
be faved, yer i order hereunto the Lord ſtands upon 
terms of fatisfattion ro his own Juſtice, reſolving 
to have an adequare fatisfattory price depoſited, or 
the Captive thall never be releaſed. (a) To declare 
therefore the righreoninel of God thar he nyght be 
juſt, Jeſus Chriſt was ſer foith to be a propitiation for 
our Sins, redeeming us onr of the hands of Divine Ju- 
ſtice (which once being violzred becomes inexorable rill 
fu!l Sarisfaction be given) nor with Silver or Gold, or 
ny ſuch corruptible thing, bur with his own precious 
Blood, as of a Lamb undetiied, and withour ſpor. In 
our firſt and grand Apoltacy from God, the Fountain 
of our Life and Happineſs, we rogerher with the light 
of Gods countenance, did miferably loſe our ſelves : 
(5) For this end therefore Chritt came inro the World, 
that he by the Sacrifice of himte!t, might ſeek, and fave 
us. Thovyh before the Fall there was a ſweet accord 
a blefled Covenant of Love and Friendſhip betwixr- God 
and Man : yer no ſooner did our firſt Parents preva- 
ricate, but this peaceful Lezgue was changed into a 


- -— 


. — 


Rom. : a 
(+) Luke 19.' 16. 1 Tim 1. rg, diſlen- 


132 For the Comfort of Sion's Mourners, 


diſſentious and mutual enmity, God for Sin hating 
Man, and Man through Sin hating God. To make up 
therefore this ſad breach, to compoſe this un- 
ſociable difference, Chriit humbles himſelf unto 
Death, that ſo rhis diſleatious Flame which 
threarned ro involve the whole Race of Mankind in 
one general conflafration, being by the effuſion of his 
own Blood ſuppreit, there mighr be a murual Recon- 
ciliatzon, and an unjarring indifloluble League cf Love 
berwixt God and Man eſtabliſhed. The Socinian I know 
will tell you that rhe enmity was not murual berwixr 
God and Man, and that Chriſt by his Death did nor 
pacify God reconciling him to loſt Sinners, but only 
deſtroyed the enmity that was in our Natures againſt 
God, ſhewing us thereby that the Lord was already 
reconciled unto us, and ready to receive us into the 
boſom of his eternal Love. But though "tis true, that 
the very coming of Chriſt into the World was an 
evident demonſtration of that Philanthropy, and Stru- 
pendious Love of- Benevolence, whereby the Lord ſtood 
inclined to do geod to loſt Man; yet without the pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice of Chrift upon the Croſs, there was 
no Love of complacency, but the Wrath of God abid- 
ing upon us; Reconciliation (as Chry/otom obſerves well) 
preſuppoling enmity ; and pacification ſome kind of ho- 
ftile oppoſition, Hence Chriſt our Redeemer is ſo of- 
ten called the Propitiation tor our ſins : * which word 
doth properly ſignify ſomewhar whereby the anger of 
another is pacified, and fo he is induced to become 
propitious, favourable, and merciful rawards the Party 
off-nding. A time there was when Man ſtood not 
obnoxious to any guilr, but fate enthroned in ſpotleſs 
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* 1Jokn 2. 2, 4, 10. "IaaouOr. Significat & peccato- 
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Innocency, fo that Divine Juſtice it ſelf could then 
bring in no black charges, nor any Bills of Inditment 
againſt him : bur ſince firſt our firſt Parents ronched 
n forbidden Fruit we ſtand every moment obnoxious 
to the Arreſts of Divine Vengeance, are involved in 
an univerſal guiltineſs of nature, and muſt erernally 
lie under the Dint of Gods heavy diſpleaſure, had we 
not t Redemption through Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, 
even the forgiveneſs of our Sins. Had not Adam and 
we in him apoſtatized from God, the Death of Chriſt 
would have been needleſs; but now by reafon of that 
firſt prevarication, and our own ſupperadded Iniquities , 
we could not otherwiſe eſcape the damnation of Hell, 
ſince without the ſhedding of Blood there was no * re- 
miſſion of Stns. 1f Chriſt undertak? r0 blot out, and cover 
the black ines of fin, be muſt draw them all over with the 
red __ his own Blood. 'T is not that unbloody Sacrifice 
of the Maſs ſo much extolled in the Reman Synagogue, 
that can expiate our guilt, and cleanſe us from Sin : 
bur if the deep ſtain of Sin be ferched our of our 
Souls, and our Robes waſhed white, it muſt be in 
the t Blood of the Lamb. A Popes ————_—_— may 
be of efficacy to ſend ſome ignorant People ro Hell, 
with more chearfulneſs and fecurity, than otherwiſe 
_ would have gone thither : but that Pardon which 
wall prove effeQtual indeed to calm your Conſaiences 
when eſtuated through rhe guilt of ſin, to Skreen your 
Souls from the ſcorchings of unquenchable Fire, and 
to make you appear with comfort before God's Tribuna), 
ic muſt be ſealed with the precious Blood of Chriſt 
bimſelf. Berwixt Heaven and Mankind there is a great 
Gulf fixed, which nothing but the Torrent of Chriſt's 
own Blood ſtreaming down with an unreſittible power 
could unfix and carry away. Our firſt Parents in the 
Garden of Eden had no ſooner ſinned, but God drove 
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them forth thence, ſerting an Angel ro ſtand Centinel 
and to keep them our of Paradiſe with aflaming Sword : 
but the Blood of Chriſt hath opened that paſlage, art 
once blunting the Sword, and quenching the ns, 
that ſo his Ete& might have a free entrance into Life, 
and Glory. No ſoeonzr did Chriſt give up the Ghoſt but the 
Veil which parted the holy place from the Huly of Holies was 
rent aſunder ; the Lord thireby willing to let ww know thi 
much, that the Death of Chriſt had removed all obſtrufion; 
that might rnterpoſe betwixt Believers and their etermal fal- 
vation, in the Kingdom of Heauen. As there fel a mighty 
ſtorm wpon the Red Sea whereby the paſſage was opened For 
Iirael to go out of Egypt into Canaan : So Jeſus Chrift was 
ro wndergo the moſt areadful form of a curſed Death, that 
thre might be a parfage for tus to eternal Glory through that 
fea of wrath which was betwixt our Egypt and our Canaan, 
our Sins aud the cverlaſting ſalvation of our immortal Souls, 
Like !ſaac upon the Altar, we were all of us faſt bound 
in the cords of our own iniquities, and ſo ready ro 
be offered up ia Sacrifice ro Divine Juſtice : but ſo ſtrong 
was the Love of Chriſt that immaculate Lamb of 
God, that he comes in our ſtead; interpaſeth betwixr 
us and the ſtroke of God's heavy diſpleature, ſuffering 
itto fall dire&tly upon himſelf ; he rakes the chaſtiſemenc 
of our peace upon him, and fo offers up himſelf a Sacri- 
fice unto God, Bleeding, groaning, and dying for our 
ſins, f rhat we through faith in his Blood might nor 
perith, but have eternal life. This is that 1 confeſs 
which the Socinian would fain evade, and by a!l means 
Jabours, as a Man made up of antipathies againf} the 
truch, ro contradit, telling us that Chriſt died Boro 
noftro, but not wice noſtra; for our good, bur not in 
our Room and ſtead : but we have this truth confirmed 
with ſuch a cloud of Witneſles, and atteſted by to many 
Scriprure evidences that one would wonder that ever 
Mea ſhould ſo far indulge the petulancy of their own 
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Apoſtle St. Pax! with all che holy@Martyrs of Chriſt, they 
ſuffered no doubt. for our good, that we ſeeing them 
ſeal the Doftring of Chriſtianuty Vith their deareſt Blood, 
might belie ho the ſaving"of our (f) Souls: but yer 
they were faid ro pive their Souls @ ranſom for 
their Brethren, which is ſaid of Chriſt, nor'to purchaſe 
the Church of God with their own Blood, Which is 
lainly affirmed of Chriſt, to ler us know that in his 
uffering and dying for his people, there was ſomething 
peculiar, unto him that cod not poſſibly be communi- 
cated to ahly other. (z) BehoJd than a miracle of tran- 
ſcendent love ; "Oh tweer exchange ! oh unſearchable 
artifice ! oh benefits ſurpaſſingall expeRation ! rhat the 
iniquicy of mari ſhoul#'be hidden in one 4 per- 
fon ; and that rhe obedience of one Chriſt, d make 
many unjuſt perſons righteous  O annex of love 
is, Where the unjuſt. ſins, is puniſhed! 
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Nripes they are healed. Jeſus Chriſt was in a bitter 
agony ſweating clods of Blood, that a cold ſweat in the 
agony of Death may ,nor ſeize upon us. He would 
wreſtle with the PowetT of Death, rhat in our laſt confli& 
with Death our Faith might not fail us.” He would up- 
dergo moſt grievous anguiſh, and have his Sou] exceed- 
ing ſorrowtul unto Death, that our Hearts might be fil 
led in Heaven with joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 
He would begin his Paſſion in the Garden, that he might 
expiate Sin Which was firſt commitred in the Garden of 
Paradiſe. He would be unjuſtly condemned os Earth, 
thar we being abſolved in Heaven? may at length have 
admittance into the gloriqus liberry of the Children of 
God. He would have his Face covered, that the Veil of 
Sin, which hinders us from the beatifical Viſion of God 
in Glory, might be taken away... He walked in heavinels 
cowards Mount Calgary bearing the weight of his Crols, 
that he might remove the burden of Eternal Puniſhment, 
not ſuffering us to lie-under the ſtroke of God's heav 

diſpleaſure for ever. He cryed out in the bitterneſs of 
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(a) Onni: pierum gloria eft in Dominice p1ſſionis ignomts 
xia. Onmis piorum requies eſt in wvu/neribus ſalvatoris noftri, 
Gerhard.Medir. 6. Chriftus pro nebis /argumicum ſudorem fur 
ait, ne frigidiſſmus in wortis agone ſudor nos opprimeret. 
LuFarr yoiuit eum miorte, ne it gone mortis ficeremus. ns 
xie/ ajem graviſſimam, & trifiitiam n/que ad mortem ſuſtine- 
yc woluit, wt tiorue lalitie inCali: pariicipes redderemur. I 
borte fer Vc.u18 paſſiais 1nitium, ut expiaret peccatumm quoa 
;n korto Par adijz babucrat principiam. Conaenmatus effi in 
terres, wt mes abjalcteremiur in Criis. Faces ipſius tegitur, ut 
s nobig removerct velr:m peccati, qued in nolis aſpeium Det im- 
pedit, Ef dammabilem ignorautiam indueit. Crucis ponds pore 
tat, ut onus tern pane a now [ubmoveret. A Deo fg de- 
religum ciamarvuit, us aternam Dei col;abitatidnem nobis para- 
ret, Sitivit in cruce, ut rorem aivine gratte nobis promererc- 
rr, ac ne eterna ſt; perire cogeremur. Lacrymas profudit, ut 
noſtyas abſtergeret l1erymas. Corona ſpine coronatus eft, ut 
caleftim ceronam nob;; promererectur. Gerhard, Medig. 7. b 
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his Soul as forſakeh of God, that we might never be for- 
ſaken of God, bur have eternal Communion with him in 
Heaven. He thirſted upon-che Croſs and would have 
Gall to drink, that having merited for us rhe enlivening 
n&tareous Dew of Divine. Grace, we might nor pine 
with perpetual.” thirſt, but be ſatisfied with the ſweer 
Wine of Eternal Conſolation. He would ofren weep 
and be filled with ſorrow, that coming to Sou with Songs 
and evertaſting Joy upon our Heads, we' might obrain 
Joy ang, Gladnefs, and have all tears wiped from our 
Eyes, ſFrhat ſorrow and ſighing ſhall fly away. He in 
a word would be crowned with Thorns, that having 
laid aſide the Rags of Mortality, we-at length might be 
crowned with Life and Erernal Glory in God's heavenly 
_— Since then Chriſt was thugs afflifted rhar we 
might be comforted; fince he drank of rhe Brook in the 
way that we might !lifr up onr Heads with everlaſting 
Joy% fince his Soul was forrowful unto Death that we 
might receive the reward of Ererna! Life ; ſince he came 
inro the World for onr ſakes enduring the Crofs and de- 
ſpiſing the Shame, for this wery end that we at length 
might be crowned with eternity of heavenly Glory ; 
what incongruiry can you think it, to.have reſpeCt in 
our obedience to the recompence of the reward ? Had 
Chriſt our Redeemer a reſpett in all that he did and fuf- 
fered to the meriting of Erernal Glory for us, and may 
not we have reſpe&t in our ob:Jicence ro the enjoyment 
of that Happineſs and Glory which Chriſt hath fo me- 
rited * D:4d the beloved Son of God come down from the 
Boſom of the Father, live ſuch a miſerable Life, and die 
ſo painful, execrable, and ignominious a Neath, to pur- 
chaſe ſuch a reward as a Chriſtian cannor look at in his 
obedience, bur it will make him forfeit his ingenaviry, 
and transform him preſently into a mercenary ? Indee4 
ro ff! in love with the Gift, and forger the Giver,high- 
ly to prize Redemprion, and to undervalue our Redeem- 
er ; to have our Hearrs more ſet upon Heaven and Glo- 
ry than upon Chriſt hinrſelf, who harch purchaſed ir for 
us with his own Blood, this were monſtroufly ſordid 
and diſingenuous : bur yer the reſpe& which Chriſt had 
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ro the purchaſing of Heaven and Glory for us in his 
Death apd Sufferings, dothſufficiently evince that we al- 
fo in our obedience may have ſome reſpe& thereunto. I 
read of a certain Young Gallant that fav; received a 
Wound in the Wars wheteof he came be home, his 
Maher told him, Son, this Wound will make you re- 
member Virtue every ſtep that you take : To be ture 
Chriſtian, ſince Chriſt was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
purchaſing Life and Erernal Glory for us by the Price 
of his own Blood, this may well make us think of Hea- 
ven every ſtep that we ule in the way of God Com- 
mandments. Not frequently to make glad our Hearts 
with the ſweer Meditation of Ererna) Life, not often to 
dwell upon.it' in our Thoughts, taking encouragement 
therefrom to all holy and ſelt-denying and upright walk- 
ing before the Lord, what lefs could it be than ro under- 
value the precious purchaſgof Chrift's deareſt Blood, and 
ro make light of that great Salvation which he by*« his 
Death and Sufferings hath procured for us ? True, it is 
not ſo much Heaven itſelf rhe Purchaſe of Chriſt's pre- 
cious Blood, as that unfathognable Love which ads his 
Purchaſe it for us at ſo dear a Price, that ſhould be min- 
ded of us, and confirain us to obedience : but donbrleſs 
unleſs we fix our Eyes upon the recompence of the re- 
ward, conſidering how glorious the Kirigdom, how im- 
marceſſible the Crown, and how entranfing the Joy is 
which Chriſt our Redeemer hath provided for us, we 
ſhall never be able to take a due eſtimare of the Love of 
Chriſt in all its dimenfions. The beſt way ro know 
what is the heigth and the depth, the length and the 
breadth of the Love of Chriſt to our Souls is often to be 
conſidering how great things he hath done for ns; to 
what a contemprible Birth, ro whar a miſerable Life, to 
what a lamentable Death, he humbled himſelf to Pur- 
chaſe Life and Eternity of heavenly Glory for us. and 
ſurely Chriſtians, as Heaven and Glory muſt needs mdke 
us ſtand admiring that Love of Chriſt which provided 
them fer us: why ſo the Love of Chriſt which made him 
willing to ſuffer, and bleed, and die, that our Souls 
might live and be eternally blefled, it will make oy oe 
(bs F | ighly 
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Tighly to value the recompence of Eternal Life. 
Inherirance of Saints in Light is of itſelf moſt ries. 
and above all things ia the World to be deſired : bur 
when we cofifidef that it is a purchaſed Poſſeſſion, and * 
that our Evideaces for it are ſealed with the Precious 
Blapd of Chriſt as of a Lamb undefiled and without ſpar, 
this wil wonderfully enhance rhe Price of it, and cauſe 
ir to ſhine forth with greater Oriency, Luſtre, and Glory 
in our Eyes. Should a Wife receive from her Husband 
in his abſeace a Rich Jewel, as a pledge of his Hearts 
Love vefſÞos, which he purchaſed for her with the ha- 
zard of his own Life, how highly would ſhe prize it, 
and how often with delight, would the look upon it! 
Believe it Chriſtians, Eternal Life 1s that rich Jewel, 
that Pearl of t Price, which Chriſt the Husband of 

our Souls hath aſed for you ; not with Silver, nor 

old, nor any ſuch corruptible things, bur with” his 
own precious Blood : and therefore fo far is it from be- 
ing unlawful to have reſpeft unto it, that if you do not 
very highly eſteem of ie, and often with delight in your 
.Obedience caſt ap Eye towards it, you do ungratetully 
come ſhort af the inſtance but now given, undervaluing 
the Purchaſe of your Saviour's Blood. 


(12) 4 ND laſtly we may lawfuly have reſpef in our obe« 
dience to the recompence of the reward, becauſe we carinat 0+ 
therwiſt ſeek Gods Glory as we ought to do. Berwixt Gods 
Glory and our own ſalvation the Connexion is infepa- 
rable: ſo that without a due re{ſpet had ro our own 
happineſs, we can never give God that honour whichof 
right doth belong to his Holy name. The Tyrians when 
Alexander belieged them, rhey chained their Ciry to rhe 
Scarue of Hercules, ſo that the one could not periſh and be 
deſtroy'd withour the other : Thus the Lord, he harh tied 
thegeternal welifare of our Souls ro the Statue of bus own 
Glory, ſo that no Man can look off, and make ſhipwrack 
of his own falvation, but the Glory of Gad rogether 
therewith, will ſuffer and be much eclipſed. The Lord 
can indeed get himſelf great Revenues of Glory out of 
«ur Eternal Ruine, _—_— Juſtice ro appear orient, 

l 4 and 
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d ſhine bright in puniſhing us with everlaſting de- 

ruftion from his own Bleſſed preſence : Bur yer the 
redundancy of his pardoning mercy, and the Rules of 
his free Grace can no otherwiſe appear® glorious, nor 
any where ſhine forth in their own native luſtre and 
Beauty, but only in the happineſs and eternal ſalvation 
of our immortal Souls. A Man that would draw a 
Chain afrer him, muſt hold faſt ſome particular Link : 
thus we muſt lay faſt hold upon the Silver link of e- 
ternal Life, would we ever draw the Golden Chain of 
God's Glory along with, us. , Our own ſalvatie though 
it be an end, yer its only intermediate and to be ſought 
in ſubordination to God's Glory, which-+s the ſupreme 
and ultimate end of all: When therefore we have not reſpe& 
to our own falvation which is a neceſſary Medium, we 
can never promote God's Glory as our ultimate end. 
The Man who provides not. food for his own ſultenance 
can never preſerve Life : Thus in vain ſhall we think 
to promore God's Glory and preſerve that, if we labour 
not for the + meat which will endure to eternal Life. 
Tis ſtoried of Phidizs, that he had ſo artificially wrought, 
and ſo curiouſly intrailed his own Name in Minervs's 
Buckler which be made for her,that it could not be taken 
out without the diſſohution of the whole frame : Thus the 
Lord out of his own infinite goodneſs, he hath by a 
ftri&t connexion knit and united bis own Glory and the 
falvation of his people together ; he hath molt divinely 
wrought their name and erernal welfare in the frame of 
his own Glory, ſo that now without eclipſing his Glory 
xt cannot be taken out ; we cannot caſt off the care of 
our own Satvation, but the coſtly frame of God's Ho» 
nour and Glory will thereby be broken and fall aſunder. 
There are ſome who would paſs for Chriſtians of the 
higheſt form, and pretending much to a Goſpel-frame 
of Spirit, tell us that a Man 1s never ſincere, nor in Ca- 
Pacity to give Glory to God as he ought, till he can be 
willing to be damned, making light of his own ſalvation 


— — — —— 
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that God may be glorified : Bur the truth is, Men never 
ſo much diſhonour God, take the Crown from his Head, 
and turn his Flory into ſhame, as when once they begin 
ro make lighFof Heaven and He1}, of erernal joy in God's 
preſence, and everlaſting deſtrution from his preſence, 
not "ſeeking by patient continuance in well doing for 
Life, and erernal Salvation. What I find ſtoried of 
Hippocrates his ſympathizing Twins, which is, rhat the 

were (ka) ateiCnay) exaltly Contemporaries, a 
living and dying together, the ſame will hold true in 
our prMnrt caſe, of a care to promore God's Glory, and 
withall of a due reſpe@ to the recompence of the reward ; 
as both of them live, fo they die together, the one of 
them never ſurviving the other. "Tis not here as in 
the Service of two contrary Maſters who carry Anti- 
pathies in their boſoms, and ſpeak forth nothing in 
all their Commands but mutual contradiftions, where 
the Servant will either hate the one, and love the other ; 
or elſe he will adhere to the one, and deſpiſe the other 
but(-)he thar ſeeks God's Glory doth thereby promote the 
wellfare of his own Soul ; «and he that ſeeks the ſaving 
of his own Soul doth thereby advance God's Glory, and 
ſer the Crown upon his Head. For God our of the 
Riches of his Grace hath ſo joyned his Glory and our 
ſalvation together, that he who duely ſeeks the one, muſt 
ſeek the other ; and he whonegleRts the one, muſt needs 
make light of the other alſo. Ler Men pretend never 
ſuch Hyperboles of love ro God, and Tranſports of Zeal 
for his Glory, yet if they will go on in a voluntary neg- 
le& of life and eternal ſalvation, never ſeeking afrer them 
by parient continuance in welldoing, they do certainly 
make forfeiture of all their pretended Zeal, as Men that 
do even embetzel God's Honour, and fall ſhort of his 
Glory. For no Man can rightly aim at God's Honour 
and Glory as his n]timate end, who doth not alſo inrend 
the beatifical viſion of God and everlaſting communion 
with him in the Kingdom of Heaven, as his greateſt 
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(hb) Matth. 6. 24. 
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ineſs. Neither do thoſe rare and almoſt unparal- 
e inſtances of Zeal for God's "Glory in Moſes and 
Pas, any thing prejudice, bur rather liſh and add 
to this reaſon, whilſt ambitiou# to expreſs an 

yperbole of love to God, if ſuch a thing may be, and 
how much' y «ang affeQed with his Glory, they do it 
by a certain velleity, ora kind of incompleat willing- 
neſs tSbe divorced from ſomething of their own happi- 
nefs, rather than that the Lord Jehovah ſhould ſuffer any 


»* thing in Point of Honour, thereby fully ring ws, __ 
al 


next ro God's Glory their own welfare and e 
vation was moſt precious in their Eyes. And truly had 
they not firſt made Choice of God as their happinels and 
reward, they would never have been fo. tender of his 
Honour, deſiring with ſuch an holy ambition to pro- 
more his Glory. For 'tis only the hope of everlaſting 
Communion with God in Heaven firmly botomed upon 
our intereſt in him, that can beget a true Teal for God, 
nd make us willing to Sacrifice all our intereſts on Earth, 
w precious, and dear ſoever, to his Glory. Men like 
Jebu, may go far, and pretend much for God and his 
G'ory, till the Lord's intereſt and their own fall aſundet : 


Bur they only will gun the hazard of loſing all, and 
cerium 


moſt zealouſly contend for God's Glory in this 

of Mortality, who do moſt earneltly | ſeek after Glory 
Honour, and Blefled immortality in the life ro come. As 
no Man can raiſeup a ſtately eUlifice till firſt he-have layed 
a good foundation : fo truly, unleſs a care to provide 
for our own eternal happine(s be firſt laid as a founda- 
tion,we ſhall never be ableto raiſe up a ſumprupus build- 
ing of Glory, or any monument of due praiſe to the God 
'of Heaven. For though God's efſential Glory be inde- 
*pendent like himſelf, (1) and fo infinitely excellent thac 
being always in the full of Divine fplendour, and 


— —— 


(4) Ads 20. 24. (2) Job 35. 6, 7. Pal. 16. 2 
Nec creſcit Deus accedente te ; nec decreſcit decedente te. Aug. 
in Pſal. 145. Totwm quod red colitur Deus ab homine, pro- 
deſſe homini, non Deo, 1dem De Civit, Dei, Lib. 10. oP. 5: 

right- 
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brightneſs, it can neither admit of *waxings nor wani 

by wag cranſations of ſinful morrals as we are : Yet 
declarative Gly doth ſtill thine forth, and is eclipſed 
according ro otir converſation in the world ; ſo that God 
bath then moſt: Glory by us, when we walk moſt Hea- 
venly, ſeeking life and eternal falvation by patient con- 


. tinuance in well-doing; whereas his Glory undergqes an 


eclipſe, and the Lordalways ſuffers in point of Honour 

when at any time we ſeek not the Kingdom of God, and 
his righteouſneſs, but begin ro make light of our own ſal- 
vation. Ifthen the Lord hath thus inſeparably conjoyned 
& knit together his own Glory and our ſalvation, ſo that 
whoever turns away his eyes from beholding the one, 
mult needs negle& and make light of the other alſo, how 
can we look upon it as unlawful ro have reſpe& in eur 
obedience to the recompence of the reward ? Is the end 
our duty, and the means our Sin ? Is God moſt tranſ- 
cendently glorified in onr eternal Salvation, and yet may 
we not lawfully take care for the ſaving of our immortal 
Souls ? Is it the Honour of the God whom we worſhip, 
and that which ſers the Crown of Glory upon his Head, 
that he is a rewatder of all thoſe who diligently ſeek him ; 
and yet is it not lawful, bur fin in us, ro have reſpe&, 
whilſt here we ſeek him, and walk in obedience before 
him, to that eternal recompence of reward, which our 
of the Riches of his Grace,he hath provided for us ? Be- 
lheve it Chriſtians, ſince the Glogy of God is bound 

in the bundle of your life, and muſt needs be eclipſed, 
when ever that is negleCted, you need doubt nolenger 
bur that you may lawfully have an eye to the recompence 
of the reward, Teeking life and eternal (alvation 1a all 
your obedience. 


* Tibi autem qui ſemper idem er, nibil accedit, ſs amands 
proficimus ad te : mhil decedit, fi non amando deficimus & te. 
Guil. A $. Theodor. de Amor. Dei. Cap: 8. 


CHAP, 


aw —_— - 4-- 


— 


_y — —_ > —— 
0 Wo oO OG —O ot A RO 


— 


146 For the Comfort of Sion's Mourners. 


— 


CHAP. VI. 


The Doftrin branched forth into ſeveral 
* and proſecuteth the firſt by way . 


0 Information in Four Particulars. 


(4) AY D laſtly, having hitherto given you to un- 

derſtand in ſeveral particulars, what it is 
to have a reſpe& to the recompence of the reward, how 
you are to doo, and withall ler you know the arguments 
evincing the lawfulneſs of ſuch a prattice, there is now 
only remaining the prattical improvement of the Do&rine 
by way of ufe and application, which indeed is the life 
of all Do&rinal diſcourſes, bringing every thing home 
ro the Soul in a cloſe and particular accommodation, and 
therefore mor? longly to be inſiſted upon. For as the 
Sun in the firmament of Heaven hath a rwofold virtue, 
the one of illumination, whereby on, Tab Its beams 
of light it guides this lower part of the World; and the 
other of influence, whereby it communicates irſelf ro in- 
feriour Bodies covering them all over with its * healing 
wings : So in every portion of holy Writ there is an 
illumination of truth upon the mind and underitanding, 
and withall there is an influence of Grace and Goodnets 
upon the Will and AﬀeGtions. As therefore I have hither- 
ro thewed you the light of cruth, for rhe irradiating of 
your minds in the doctrinal part of my Text ; ſo in the 
next place I am ro make ſome uſe of the words, that rhey 
may ſhd forth their influence of Grace upon,your Hearrs, 
Covering them all over with their healing virtue. And 
truly the DoQrine obſerved from the words, is like a box 
of precious oyntment, which in the Application I 
ſhall endeavour fo break, that it may ſend forth a ſp+- 
ritual fragrancy, and a ſweet ſmelling ſavor to refreſh 
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your Souls. +*'Tis not an empty Vine, but a Tree of life 
richly laden with fruits of Paradiſe, which I ſhall now in 
the praftical improvement ofit, endeavour ſo to ſhake, 
that unloading- all its ym Fruits into your own bo« 
ſoms, it may feed and enrich your Souls to eternal life. 
The Lord having planted a Garden Eaſtward in Eden for 
our firſt Parents, he cauſed a River to go out of Exen to 
warer } the Garden, from whence it parted itſelF and 
be-ame into four heads. Holding reſemblance herewith, 
if your Souls be the Garden of God, my DoQtine is a 
River of life proceeding from the Eatn of the Text, from 
whence allo to Water your Souls and make them fruit- 
ful as the Garden of God, it divideth ir ſelf into four 
Heads, in the uſeof ir yeilding us matter of Information, 
Reprehenſion, Exhortation, and Conſolation. 


(:) THE N by way of Information, ſince that ir is 
thus lawful for us ro have reſpett in all out obedience to 
the recompence of the reward, this may well ſatisfy us 
concerning the truth of theſe enſuing Coxollaries. As 


(1) THIS may give us tounderſiand that its no argument 
of inſincerity, nor any juſt forfeiture of a Chriſtians uprightneſs 
and ingenuity for kim to have an eye in his obedience te the 
recompence of the reward. A Chriſtian in ſeeking after 
Heaven and Glory in all hisobedience, he doth nothing 
but what is holy and juſt, and good, which doubtleſs 
can never make him unholy, nor be any juſ! forfeicure of 
his uprightneſs, and inregrity in the ſighr of God. You 
may as welk extra drofs our of the pureſt Gold, and 
dregs out the moſt refined Spirits, as a Chriſtian ma 
become diſingenuous and contratt upon himſelf the guilr 
of hypocriſy by having” an eye in his obedience to the 
recompence of rhe reward. Indeed 1 Read of many in 
holy Writ, (*) cenſured as mercenaries and ſtigmatized 
for groſs hypocrites, becauſe they were wholly ated 


+ Gen. 2, 10. 
* 2 Tim. 4. 106. 


148 For the Comfort of Srow's Monrners, 


% 


in God's ſervice by finiſter ends, and ly conſider» 
ations __O Lord not for love bur for loaves, 
for effeern of Men, ſecular Advantages, Honours, Prefer- 
ments; & earthly —— together with the like ex- 
ternal accommodatiens : But that a Mag ſhould be impea- 
ched. of infinceriry, and branded” for a Mercenary, a 
Legaliſt, an Hypocrite, becatife ated in the ways of God 
by a' defire afrer the full enjoyment of God in Glory, 
ſeeking Heaven and Happineſs, ſeeking Life, Immorraliry, 
and eternal ſalvati patient continuance in welldoing, 
this never could I find recorded in God's ſacred Orades. 
Live not then Chriſtian any longer u ſelf.created 
Racks, let not thy Countenance be ſad from day to day, 
ſuffer not any groundleſs ſorrow to have Dominion over 
thee; - as if thou de'ighreſt in nothing bur ro make thy 
Soul a map of miſery, neither let thy Heart any oor 
be filled with fears, and jealouſies, and perplexing 
thoughts abour thy own ſincerity, cenſuring thy telf for 
that, wherein God did never yet condemn, but always 
juſtifie thee ! To be qentr » be all our obedience, not 
(6b) for the Meat that periſherth, but for the Meat which 
will endure to Erernal Life ; not for Earth, but Heaven ; 
not for the favour of Men, bur for the ſmiles of God 
in the Face of Jefus Chriſt ; not for things Temporal 
which are ſeen, bur for things Erernal which are nor 
feen ; not for a Portion in this World, (c) bur for thac 
berrer part which ſhall never be raken from us; not for 
the Honour which comes from Men, (4) but for the 
on © the Felicity, and that Erernal Soul-raping Hap- © 
pineſs which comes of God only ; this arfues nor Hy- 
ecrige and Mercgnarineſs, but an Heart thar is eruly 
_ Upright and Sincere in the Sight of God! There is a 
cena Fiſh with one Eye called Uraneſcopw, which they 
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\ (9) Zach. 7.5. ob. 6. 26. Joh. 5. 44. 
Gd Joh. 6. 1 Jo 5: 44 
2 Cor. 4. I8. 

, Luke 10. 42. 
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fay is always gaping upwards towards Heaven ; Thus c- 
rue Gheſllare beth his E 


very true e ſtill faxed upon Heaven, 
hebots within the Veil, be ks always by his xvod 
will be on the top of t. Nebo, thenee taking for his 


berrer t to Felf-denying and uv 
right walki before the Lord, 6 pralport of the Celeſtial 
Canann. Make not iſtan any ſign of Hy- 
pocriſie, which doth clearly argue thee to be a true Ns- 
thaniel, (s) an Iſraclite indeed 1n whom there 3s no guile. 
Had the Lord. ibition, or otherwiſe made it un- 
lawful for us to have reſpeft .in.our obedience, to the 
recompenge of the reward, and yer ſtill chou wouldſt 
allow thy. ſelf in that praftiſe, this indeed might have 
forfeited thy Integrity: bur ſince the Lord himlielf doth 
approve of it, ing and Cc it, as 
praiſe-worthy in rg rit, ler not Chriſtian,thy Hearr 
reproach thee, and imite thee for an Hypocrite, w 
by patient continuance in well-doing, thou ſeckeſt after 
Glory, and Honour, and mance? thay the Life to 
come ! Tis of daygerous conſequence tor a Chriſtian, as 
to make thoſe things evidences of Sincerity, ſo to make 
thoſe things ſigns of Hypocriſte, which God never inten- 
ded to be back. If the Lord have any where made ir 
the diſtinQtive Charafter of = SY to have an Eye 
in his obedience to Heaven and. Glory, then indeed 
you might well make fad inferences againſt, and paſs 
rd cenfures upon your ſelves : Bur if otherwiſe, you 
find the Lord commanding you to do ſo, and __ the 
al 


_ 


ment for your Qion, oh then take heed thar 
you be nor raſh to conclude hard things againſt your 
lelves, becauſe you cannot but; have an Eye 1n all your 
obedience to the recompence of Eternal Lite, leſt you be 
found refle&ting  diſhonour thereby upon God himſelf, 
and blaſpheming againſt the Generation of his Children ! 
What ſhall a Chriſtian bring in an aid of dilingenuity 


———— 
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inſt himſelf, and conclude himſelf an Hypocrite for 
r, which all along hath been che laudableſrattice of 
ods true Nathamels, who have received Lerrers teſti- 
monial ſubſcribed by the Hand of Heaven itſelf, that th 
were Iſraelites indeed,” in Whom rhere was no guile * 
What think you Chriſtians, of Moſes,* of David, and 
of Paul the Apoſtle * Were Wey not all of them Men 
according to God's own Hearr, Men upright in their 
lives and converſations, and far enough from being 
mercenaries in the ſervice of God ? And yer all rhis nor- 
— they lived upon the Maunr of tranſfigura- 
tion, their Faces were ſtill Sion-ward, they had always 
an eye to the recompence of the reward, ſeeking always 
for themſelves by patient continuance in well-doing, no 
leſs than eternity of Life, and Glary, in God's Heavenly 
Kingdom. If then Chriſtians, upon this account you 
dare not.,cenſure them, take heed that upon the fame 
account you donot cenſure your ſelves, as perſons that 
are alrogether diſingenuous, hypocritical, and merce- 
nary in the ſervice of Gqd ! Thert is nothing unlawful, 
bur what is holy and good, in obeying the Lord with 
reſpe& ro eternal Glory, look not therefore upon your- 
ſelves for ſo doing, as carnal, bur as ſpiritual; as by- 
pocritical, but as upright and ſincere 1n God's own 
account. To be encouraged to obedience by the con- 
ſiderarion of that erernal reward which follows after, 
is to make uſe of the Spirir's own Morives; and to be 
ſure the more you are affected with the Spirir's Morives, 
the more ſublime, ingenuous, and ſpiritual doth it 
argue the frame of your Hearts to be. &þ therefore 
he that is moſt ated in God's ſervice by ſecular reſpeQs, 
and carnal conſiderarions, ſeeking Great things for him- 
ſelf in the World, is the moſt carnal earthly minded 
Chriſtian: ſe he that is moſt encouraged to obedience 
by Heavenly conſiderations, ſeeking life, 'immorraliry, 
and erernal Glory, together wirh everlaſting Soulk-in- 
cranſing communion with God in Heaven, he is the moſt 
Seraphique, the molt generous, the moſt noble ſpirired, 


and Heavenly Chriſtian ; and then ſurely no hypocritical, 
diſingeguons, 
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diſingenuous, and ſordid Perſon in God's account. What 
a needleſs jealouſic is it rhen, for God's People to ſuſpeR, 
and make fad Inferences againſt themſelves, as if rhey 
were carna}, hypocritical, and mercenary, upon that be- 
ry account, which indeed doth+moſt eminently diitin- 

uiſh them from all carnal Goſpellers, __ all rheir 

;zraces to be of a moſt ſpiral, unrainted, and generous 

raceful complexion ? What, cannor Moſes have a reſpe& 
to the recompence of the reward, anticipating for his 
encouragement by Faith, the Glory,, Happineſs, and 
Spiritual Pleaſures of the heavenly-@uzaan, bur he muſt 
preſently forfeir his Integrity, and undergo the cenſure 
of a Mercenary ? Fear not poor jealous trembling Chri- 
ſtian ; Thar for which in this interval of mortality thou 
ſuſpeQeſt rhy own Sincerity, ſha!l be owned another day, 
as a good evidence of thy uprightneſs, and integrity be- 


fore the Lord. For the Soul to $0 up with Chuyſt into/ 


the Mount of Transfiguration, tor the Soul ro be till 
looking our at its Windows towards the Temple of God 
in Sion, for the Soul ro breath after fulneſs of Commu- 
nion with God in Glory, for the Soul to warm it ſelf 
in the Sun-beams and bright zrradiations of heavenly 
Bliſs, for the Soul to long after the ripe and generous 
Cluſters of Canaan, for the Soul to fix irs Eye upon Erer- 
nity, encouraging itſelf with the affured hope of eternal 
Reſt after all its Labours, in the Land of Promiſe, to be 
ſure Chriſtian rhis does nor beſpeak adujrerous glances, 
nor does it make any-juſt forfeirure of thy uprightneſs 
and ingenuity, but it rather argues thee to be one of 
_ _ Nathaniels, whoſe Praife 15 not of Man, bur 
of God ! 


(2) This gives to underſtand th: wonderful condeſepes | 
nf 


rFers. 


F 

and edare®,, Loeaneſs of the God whom we worſhip, whe 
145 not to go without eur Spiritual Cordials, but allows us the 
ſtrong conſolation of reſpet# to the recompence Fa the reward in 
all our obeaiential and holy walking before h: This Lord 
conſidering his abſolute Sovercignty over us, mighr have 
exated Obedience at our Hands without makÞng any 
Propoſals of Life and Eternal Glory, for our better en- 
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couragement thereto : But ſuch is his matchleſs condeſ- 
cenfion and remunecrative Goodneſs, that he: our 
Work with Wages, allowing us whilſt our Hand is at 
Werk in his Vineyard ſowing to the Spirir, to have our 


e upon the recompenceet the reward, upon that joy- 
fl Harveſt, that full Crop. of Erernab Life and Glory 
which will follow after. h after all we have done 


and ſuffered for God,.(s) we muſt acknowledge ourſelves 
unprofitable Servants, as being everlaſtingly unable to 
add ſo much as one cubit to the Starure of his infinire 
Happineſs, and g Glory : yer ſuch is his boun- 
ty, and the riches oFfts Grace, that if a Crown of Life, 
if a Kingdom of Erernal Glory, if a fulneſs of Joy, * and 
everlaſting Pleaſures at his own right Hand, can make 
us , unmovable, always. abounding in the Work 
of the Lord, we ſhall never want encouragement. + Here 
then is a glorious opecinep of Divine remuneratiye 
Goodneſs, that though we are unavoidably ſubje& ro 
God our Creator, and are indebred upon that account, 
in all poſſible Obedience to his righteous Will, though, ' 
(Gince we can in nothing be profitable to him) there were 
no reward to be expp"ng from him : Yet he makes pro- 
al of ſuch friendly and porious Rewards extorting 
rom us by a kind of holy Violence the debr of Service, 
that ſeeing us unwilling to ſerve him of our own accord, 
he may invite us thereto by che promiſes of Heavenly 
Benefits, and that ſeeing our Wills averſe from his wages, 
he may captivate us wholly to himſelf, by the largeneſs of 


* 


(s) Luke 17. 10. 

Cor. 15. 58. 
+} Q magns bonitas Dei ! cui cxm pro conditione reddere d:- 
LL equia, utpote ſervi domino, famuli Deo, ſubjei po 
renti, mancipia re ori, amicitiarum nobis premia repro- 
merit, wi & nobu 's debits ſervitutis extorqueat © ut 
ques nelle  ſcrujhe conſeccts ſponte, ſnorum cy gc 3c 
fronibus - invitere ; & quorum 'voluntates 8 ſe - 
alienas, wrum mentes pr emiornum liveralitatibus conſftituas luas ! 
Avg. ia Johan. 35. 14- WE. 
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hisample gifts. and munificent beſtowances , wherewith 
he is pleaſedro crown us. So then there is an Ererna 
Reſt, there is Life, and everlaſtingly glorious Felicity ſet 
before us ſtriving won ,as a Bleſſed (a)Reward where- 
with all our Labours ſhall be crowned : Yer not through 
any condigne nerit of our own, but through the glo- 
rious Munificence and (Hodneſs of the God whom we 
worſhip, and in whom we have hoped. Ir hath been 
indeed the way of unbelievers in all Apes to bring an 
evil report upon the wages of God, ning theix 
opprobrious calumnies againit Heaven it ſelf, as if the 
Lord were not a bounreous * Rewarder of thoſe that dili- 
gently ſeek him, nor his ſervice art all advantagious and 
profitable, to ſuch as exerciſe themſelves therein. Butif 
we duly conſider the remunerative Goodneſs of God to 
thoſe that fear him, what a fall reward, what tranſport- 
ing Joy, what an Heavenly Kingdom, whar an undefiled . 
inheritance, what an immarceſcible Crown of Life, what 
a far more exceeding, and Erernal weight of Glory, tha 
Lord ſers before his People inall their obedience, allow- 
ing them to ſolace their Hearts, and tro encourage them« 
ſelves whilſt wandring through the inhoſpitable, Wil- 
dernefs of this Wor!d, with the Hope of an everlaſting 
Glorious Reſt in the Celeſtial Canaan, it will ſufficient» 
ly wipe off the reproach, and make us all ſtand admiri 
thoſe innumerable Hyperbolies,and Miracles of Love, 
Condeſcention, and Bounty thar do all meet together in 
the Divine remunerative Goodneſs. Oh what manner of 
Conſideration, what wonderful, matchieſs Goodneſsis this 
our God, rhaþ- whereas by Nature we are Enemies to. him, 
deſpiling his Sovereign Authoriry, making light of his 
Divine. Favour, though better than life it ſelf and run- 
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ning ina full Career towards Hell and Erernal Deftru- 
Qtion, he ſhould prevent us with his Love,arreſt us by the 
gentler hand of his Mercy, inveagle us by the ſweet infi- 
nuations of his own Spirit, ſubdue us to the obedience 
of his Righteous will by an irreſiſtible over-powering 
Work of free Grace, and afrgr a l this allure us to be 
Happy, leading us on in wayes of holinels by the Divine 
Suada, by the powerful Rhercrigque, by the unſfulliced cap- 
tivating glances, by the magnerique proſpett of Heaven, 
and Erernal Glory ! Ged might have meaſured us out a 
Full Cup of Divine Frry wichovt any ingredients of Love; 
he mike have writ the Sins we fand Guilty of, and his 
wrath againſt us for them, in our own Blood ; he might 
have railed up a Monument of Glory to himſelf out of 
our Frernal Ruins ; he might have made every one of 
us even in this preſent Life a Afrgor-mfſabih, filling us 
with the rrembling of Cain, the madneſs of Achitophel, 
che deſpair of Fndas, and the dreadtul aſtoniſhment of B-- 
fhazzer, rhro' the heart-rending proccupations of Hell and 
Erernal Damnation ! When therefore in ſteal of all rhis 
Terrour, we find the Lord willing to glorifie the Ri- 
ches of his Mercy in our Happineſs and Salvation, 
nor only wonung us to receive Mercy, befeeching us 
to be Happy, and entreating us to accept of Heaven and 
Glory ; bur alſo ſetting open the Wells of Salvation, 
Feaſting us with Heavenly Manna, giving us many 
ſect prelibations and fore-taſts of Ercrnal Glory, rak- 
ing us up every Day to the rop of Mount Piſgah, and 
thence raiſing us for our encouragement in well-doing 
to ſee the Beauties, and to antedate the Pleaſures of 
the Celeſtial Canaan, of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, how 
can we chooſe but ſtand adoring, as Men filled with 
Exraſies and Trances of Admiration, the Lords won- 
derful Condeſcention, and marchleſs Goodnets towards 
us > Was it ever known amongſt the Kings, Poten- 
tares, and 5; on of the World, that they could e- 
ver do any tfiirg worthy to make ſo much as an 


Emblem of Gods remunertative Goodneſs, when in their 
chicfeſt Goodnels they fer their Wits a-work how to 
graiify their greareſt Favourites, and what to do for 

| the 
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the Man whom they delighred ro honour * They have 
cloathed ther Favourites in Purple and Royal Appa- 
rel, they have incircled their Heads with *a princely 
Diadem, they have inrruſted them with univerſal ne- 
goriations of State, they have mounred them upon 
their own Steeds, with Proclamations before them of 
their {pzcial Favour : But yer all this, ſuperadding 
therero all that Splendour which artrafts the defires 
of the moſt noble Heroes, all that Glory which feeds 
the Admiration of the moſt ambitious Princes, all that 
Beauty which captivates the Hearts of the moſt paſ- 
lionate Lovers, all thoſe Thrones, Empires and Tri- 
umphs, which the World fo much adores, L fay all 
this will be no more than the ſmall drop of a Bucker 
ro the whole Ocean, than the light of a Star to the 
lorious Sun, if compared with that Crown, that 
ingdom, that eternal Reward, which through a Mi- 
racle of condeſcending Love, and matchleſs Goodneſs 
the Lord promiſes, and makes propoſal of for the en- 
couragement of his own People. For what is finite 
compared with that which is infinite ? What 1s Earth 
compared with Heaven ? What is a temporal Reward, 
if compared with the recompenſe of Erernal Life ? 
Whar (in a word) is the confluence of all ſecular en- 
joyments, if compared with the vaſt and boundleſs 
Ocean of Gods (a) fulneſs, wherewih his People have 
a ſure promiſe to be ſatisfied for evermore ? Oh that 
all you who do yet continue the. Vaſlals of Satan, 
and are ſtill Slaves to your own uſurping Luſts, would 
now conſider” your folly, your madrels in refuſing to 
walk in obedience before fo bountiful a Maſter, and 
in entertaining unreaſonable prejudices againſt the ways 
of God, as if there were no profit, nor advantage to 
be found in them !"Conſider ir poor fooliſh Sinnefs, 
can the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil do that for 
your Sguls, that the God” of Heaven both can, and 
hath promiſed to do, will you bar ſubmir to 
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the Scepter of his Eingdom, endeavouring to walk in 
all durifull. obedience before him ? God offers you a 
Crown of Life, togetber with many excceding precious 
promiſes, which as to many Death-bed Cordials will 
antidote your Hearts againſt che Terrors of the Grave ; 
and can the World the Fleſh and the Devil make 
7qu any ſuch Tenders, and make them good when rhey 
=_ done,that hearkning unto rhem, you ſhould ungrate- 
fully turn your backs upon the God of Heaven, mak- 
ing light of the Tenders of his Love, and Grace ? 
Bur muſt the Lord have ſuch a ſtir ro make you 
Happy ? Muſt he follow you with daily Importuni- 
ties, alluring you by Rewards to provide for your own 
gyerlaſting Welfare, and will you yet go on in the 
careleſs negle&t of him, and his wages, as if Heaven 
and Erernal Glory were not worth the looking after ? 
Is the Lord ſuch a plentiful rewarder of thoſe that 
diligently ſeck, allowing them for their encouragement 
in all Holy and Upright - walking before himſelf, the 
fall proſpet of ſuch an Heavenly Kingdom, ſuch an 
uU able Crown of Life, ſuch an incorruptible, un- 
defiled and +glorious inherirance, and will you till 
go on to undervalue his Love and Goodneſs, refuſing 
the right ways of obedience as unprofitable and fruit- 
leſs, which do all of them center in Erernal Bleſſedneſs ? 
Then blame not the God of Heaven the Riches of 
whoſe (b) Grace and Goodneſs you have thus deſpi- 
ſed, if for bringing up an evil report of him and bis 
wayes, he cauſe you with thoſe unbelieving Jews to 
die in the Wilderneſs, and for ever exclude you out 
of the Celeſtial Canaan. You muſt not always think 
eo live upon the Expences of free Grace : But if til! 

ou Fo onto turn ut into wantonneſs, being thus abu» 
Fd it will ſhortly rurn to fury. The Divine remune- 
rative Gcodneſs of God ſs richly expreſſed in the fre- 

uent tenders of Heaven, it ſhould have dropr Oyl ints 
So Wheels of your Souls, making them more like the 
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Chariots of Aminadab, (c) like a bounteous, ſweet-hearred 
and willing People (as thar Word may import) in all 
the Ways of Obedience with a Noble Spontaneiry : But, 
if ſtill you ſhall retain your unreaſonable I 
againſt, and wonted averſenels to the right way of God's 
mmandments, eſteeming of the Lord'as an hard Task- 
maſter, and looking upon his Service as a cruel Bondage, 
aſſure your ſelves,” that the very Gggdneſs of God will 
accumulate Wrath againſt you, "and plunge you a 
Thouſand Times deeper in remedileſs unpreventable mi- 
ſery, than if you had never firren under the renders, 
the ſolicitations the gracious Importuniries of E207 Oh 
inconſiderate ungrateful Sinners, of what 'a crimſon tin- 
Qture is your giving the repulſe ro Gods merciful con- 
deſcentions, when waiting upon you with tendersjof 
Grace and Glory ? Oh Sirs do you well conſider, how 
by ſuch fordid refufals of Mercy, 'you.,curn that into 
a favour of Death which breaths our nothing bur Life 
and Happineſs ; you provoke the Lord” to rain down 
Vollies of Wrath and Fury, yea Hell ir ſelf (as the Fa- 
ther ſaid of Sedom's deſtruttion) our of Heaven upon you, 
neceſſitaring him to vindicate the reputation of his ho- 
linefs, in your Eternal Miſery, and Damnation ! Whar, 
to blaſpheme againſt the Goodneſs of God, when 
ſaing you, as unwilling to ler you withour @ Ble y 
To turn your backs upon the gracious condeſcentions of 
God, when following you with ſtrong importuniries of 
Love, and intreating you to provide for your Happineſs! 
To make light (in a word) of Heaven and Glory, when 
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offered by rhe Hand of free Grace, upon no harder terms 
than only thar you ſhould cordially accept of them, and 
by patient continuance 'in well-dozng feck after them ! 
.Oh Sirs, ſuch prodigious Ingratitude as this, it will de- 
ſtroy you with a double deſtruftion ! This will hear the 
Furnace of God s Indignation againſt you, ſeven times 
hotrer ! This will ſer an accent of greateſt horrour upon 
Hel, and be the greateſt emphaſis of your Miſery and 
Erernal Damnation, Mn that place of Torments ! 


(3) THIS may give us to wnderſtand what a pleaſant thing 
it is to ſerve the Lord, and hew unjuſily the ways of God are 
traduced by Mew of corrupt mind:s,as if there were no Joy,no Com- 
fort, no ſolid grounds of Conſolation, nor any Cordials to make 
glad the Heart to be found in them. God's People in all the 
ways of obedience are never ſuffered to go withous the 
hope of Erernal Life in their Hearts, and a fair proſpe& 
of Heaven and Glory in their Eye ; how ſhould they 
go diſconſolare, or want matter of delight, and comfort 
to make them rejoice with Joy, unſpeakable, and full 
of Glory? If as Solemen tells us, it be ſuch a pleaſant 
thing for atMortal Eye ro behold the-Sun : how pleaſant 
then are the wayes of Wiſdom, wherein the Soul having 
fixed its Eye upon the reward of Eternal Life, is al- 
ways irradiated with moſt clarified Beams of Joy, and 
reflexions of Glory from the Sun of Righreouſneſs ? 
Goodneſs 15s true Naomi, that will be rurned into a 
Marah, into bitterneſs as ſhe was ; but is always a plea- 
ſanr obje& (as that name ſounds) yeilding matter of 
delight and ſpiritual pleafure to all that embrace her. 
The ways of God are like green Fields full of. vernal 
Flowers, the Beaury whereof, doth exhilerate the Mind, 
making 4 Man forget his wearinefs, and ſo come to his 
Journeys end before he is well aware. - God deals with 
all his People, as with Moſes in the Wilderneſs, to whom 
he granted for his comfort ahid ſatisfaftion, a proſpett 
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of Canaan, though he ſuffered him not to enter therein ; 
ſo though his People cannor enter into the Heavenly 
Canam, whilſt traveling through the Wilderneſs of their 
Earthly Pilgrimage; yet he brings them down Heaven, 
upon Earth ; he brings the Harbor into Sea ; the Reſt 
into their Jabour, the Glory, into their trouble, an 
ſomething of the furure * reward, into their preſent work; 
allowing them for their comfort aÞroſpett of the Hea- 
venly Canaan, which doth wonderfully rejoyce and make 
glad their Hearts. Men of carnal Hearts are apt indeed 
ro look upon Religion as a fullen, and auſtere exer- 
Ciſe, that comes to plunder them of all cheir Comforts, 
as if embracing that they would never have a m 
hour, nor ſee oneSummers day of joy after. As Chaz 
caſt our of the Minſtrels, when he traiſed up the Rulers 
Daughter from Death ro Life : So Chriſtianity, they 
think, baniſherh all Joy, neceſlitating them to take their 
longum vale of all delight, and ro bid farewell co it 
for ever. A Life of ſerious prattical_ Holineſs tranſ- 
forms Men as they imagin, into mopiſh Monks, poſ- 
' ſeſling them with unſociable melancholy, and condos 
them like Rachel, weeping for her children, to refuſe all 
comforr, as perſons ambitiouſly defirons, ro make them- 
ſelves perfe&t emblems of ſorrow and diſcontent. Bur 
ſurely that encouragement which God allows his People 
in a way of Dury, fetting before them a Kingdom of 
Eternal Glory, a Triumphant Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
rogether with rhe reward of Eternal Life as the recompenſe 
of all their Jabonrs, may well ſarisfie us that all thoſe 
are intolerably abuſive and calumnious, bringing a moſt 
falſe Report upon a Chriſtian Converſation, who do thas 
ſhamefully rraduce it, as a thing deſtruRtive of, and whol- 
ly inconſiſtent wirh all Joy. If Abraham could»rejoice 
foreſeeing by an Eye of Faith the day of Chriſts incar- 
nation, when he only cage to purchaſe Heaven and 
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conſolation, g y 
,, when Chriſt ſhould be * glorified in his Saints, and 


but is reſerved ſure ger Heavens 


ſhans, which the Rernadine Monks fondly conceited, that 
the Sun ſhone only in their Cell,it holds true of you with 
reference ro the Sun of Righteouſneſs he irradiates none, 
with the pure Beams of comfort, he lifts up the light 
oh 5 Countenance upon none but ſuch as walk cloſe in 
Communion with him. The outward Sun that ſhines 
with promiſcuous, undiſtinguiſhable Beams both upon 
the Good and upon the Bad, upon Fr:-nds and Ene- 
mies : but the Light of the Knowledge of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs, that ſhines 
upon none, that communicates its | heart-entrancing,hea- 
venly influences of joy and gladneſs to none, but. thoſe 
whom God loves with h1$ ſpecial, deareſt, andeternal Love. 
(-) Amongſt all the Rods of the Princes of Jari, the 
Rod of Agron the high Prieſt alone broughe forth Buds, 
and bloomed Bloſſoms, and yeilded.. Almonds : Thus a- 
mongſt all che Childrer of Men, they®alone that are 
made ſpiritual Priefts unto God, have their Souls like 
an Aaron's Rod, 'bringing- forth the Buds, Blooming the 
Bloſloms, and yielding the delicious Fruit of inward 
comfort .to make glad their Hearts. Gad will never 
pour the new Wine of conſolation into the old Bottles 
of ungracious carnal (6) Hearts : Till therefore the 


*.2 Theſl. r. 10. 
f x Pet. 1. 4 
s) Numb. 17. 8. p 
(3) Deus non infundit oleum miſcricordie niſi in nos _nutri- 
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10. Cap. 22. 
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Heart be ſpiritualized it can never reliſh the Sweet- 
neſs of God, and his ways, nor ever meer with any ſo- 
};d comfort to feed upon. The people of God are nor 
Icft comfortleſs. in the World ; only they feed upon hid- 
den Manna, which a carnal Heart 1s not able toreliſh ; 
they live upon the Mount of Transfiguration, which no 
ungodly perſon can ever appraggh vnto ; they have 
fullneſs of joy, but its wholly in ri light of God's coun- 
renance ; ſo that ſuch as areeftranged from him muſt 
not look to intermeddle with ir. (c) The por of Manna 
reſerved as a Memorial of God's extraordinary and mira- 
culous proviſion for his people in rhe wilderneſs, was . 
only to be kept in the Ark, in the Tabernacle of Teſti- 
mony : Thus Sirs, your Souls muſt firſt become the 
Tabernacle of the Holy Ghoſt, they muſt firſt be made 
an Ark of the Covenant, before you ſhall ever have a 
por of hidden Manna, any ſolid joy, any ſpiritual com- 
fort put into them. icked Men indeed, they may 
ſteep themſelves in carnal delights, and for a while may 
ſeem to make their Hearts merry with the flatreries of 
luſt, the blandiſhings of ſenſe, and the pleaſures of lux- 
ury : but all this is like a Lamp, which while it burns 
is cr ſelf; (4) yea in their greateſt effuſions 
of laughrer rhe Heart is ſorrowful, and the end of that 
mirth 1s heavineſs. The ſenſual pleaſures of Wicked Men 
for the preſent, haye more gall then hony, more bitter 
than ſweer, more vexation than contentment in them : 
Bur then, which may be as an Hand-writjng agaiaſt 
them, making their Knees ſmire on againſt another, 
their Naomi will prove a Marah, their joy will ere long 
be rurned into * —toh and all rheir carnal content- 
ments they will end in eternity of intolerable helliſh 
rorment. (+) For all ſenſual delighrs, like ſo many ſparks, 
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(c) Prov. 14. 10: Sicut non eff pax impiir, fic nec _gau- 
gere impiis. Bern. EY 

a) Prov. 14. 13. _ 

e) Toy idwoy ai wuang: Yay cue x ofimy U 
ozpx; AeuCdyun. Plutarch. 
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they make a mark and vaniſh ; like ſome blazing Me- 
reor, they give a bright and ſudden coruſcation, and 
unmediately diſappear ; like a candle they flame a while, 
but at length they go out-in an unſavoury ſnuff of 
cual ſhame, and everlaſting contempt. (f) Miſerable 
then are all choſe whoſe pleaſures do center themſelves 
in carnal enjoyments. Oh how ſoon will their hony 
be turned into Galt, their mirth into mourning, and 
all their carnal Joliry into Wrath,and Erernal Miſery. (g) 
The longeſt Summers day will ar length have an end, 
leaving us to the dusky ſhade of the redious night : fo 
be the Summer day of their mirrh and carnal Jolity ne- 
Ver ſo long, yet at length it will end in a nighr of foreſt 
wrath, darkneſs, and Eternal torments in Hell ! Bur 
now a Chriſtians comforts, they have Erernity written 
upon them, and will never fail. Such an one upon 
berter grounds than that rich Fool in the Goſpel may 
be merry, and walk with a chearful countenance ; as 
having much goods Jaid. up, nor for many years, which 
at length will have an end, but for a long, and bleſſed 
Eternity, which will never end. (+) As whilſt the Sun 
keeps above our Horizon it can never be night : fo 
whilſt] a Chriſtians hath Faith in his Heart and a Crown 
of Glory in his eye, fay the World of Religion what 
it will, here is enough to bear up his ſpirits here is e- 
nough to comfort his Heart, here is enough ro make a 
glorious day of joy, tranquillity, and everlaſting exu]- 
ration in his Soul. For that (/) joy muſt needs laft for 
ever, whole obje&t remains for ever. And becauſe ſuch 
an one hath his joy from a Proſpe&t of Heaven, he muſt 
needs come ſomething near ro rhe joys of Heaven it- 
ſelf. Oh little would Men of carnal Hearts imagine, 
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(f) O miſeri quorum gaudia crimen habet ! 
(g) Non ſemper erunt Saturnalia. 


C2 Prov. 8. 18. 

Miterna erit exultatio que bono letatur eterno. Et 
quanto quis gaudet de calo, ante propius ad gaudia celorum 
accedit. 
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what fullneſs of joy, what a Garden of all Soul fatiſ- 
fying pleaſures, what a Paradiſe of. all delights, and 
ſpiritual contentments God's people have in ways of 0- 
bedience, whilft ſtedfaſtly fixing their eye upon Hea- 
ven, and Glory ! Were their Souls, Chriſtians, but in 
your Souls ſtead : Did they bur feel in themſelves, 
what you experience ; had they ever- yet fed upon that » 
hidden Manna ? upon which you axe daily feaſted ; had 
they ever, walked in communion with God, and taſted 
that the Lord is gracious as you have done ; bad they 
ever ſeen as you do by an Eye of Faith, what a glorious 
Kingdom , what delirable immunities, what immar- 
ceſcible Crowns of Life, what tranſcendently bliſsful 
Soul-raping and extatical-felicity the Lord hath prepared 
for them that love him ; did they in a word but ante- 
date with you by hope the Glory of theſe Heavenly 
Manſions, the Security of that Reſt, the conſtancy of thar 
joy, the ſweetneſs of theſe parad:ſical delights, and the 
fulneſs of thoſe unperiſhable pleaſures which are at 
God's right Hand for evermore ; they would then be 
aſhamed thar ever” they entertained hard thoughts of 
Holineſs, and have enough within themſelves to fatile 
fy them, and make them readily ſubſcribe to the wiſe 
Man affirming, that all the ways of Wiſdom are ways 
of pleaſantnelſs, and all her paths peace. And ruuly 
till thus wicked Men have an experimental knowledge 
of thoſe heavenly influences of joy, thoſe Divine Com- 
munications, thoſe freſh ebullicions of comfort, thoſe 
Cluſters of Canaan, thoſe Fruits of Paradiſe which are ro 
be- had in>the ways of God, you can no more make 
them believe nor conceive of ſuch things, than you can 
make him that was born Blind fully comprehend what 
is the Glory of the Sun in irs noonday brightneſs ! 
However, would they but ſet reaſon awork, they might 
at leaſt from that Crown of Glory, that Heavcal 

Kingdom , that recompence of Eteraal Life which 
God's ple have always. in their Eye, fatiſfy them- 
ſelves thar Chriſtianity is no fuch ditconſolate penſive 
kind of Liſe as they ſhamefully, to the reproach of 
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God, and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit of comfort, do' 
traduce it to be ; (£) rhere being ſcarce any, way ſo 
tedious, but the emolument, the excellency, the advan- 
tage of the end will derive ſweetneſs into ir. The 
Racer expefting a Garland runs cheartully,crhe Husband- 
man promiſing himſelf a joyful Harveſt, he undergoes 

Doe of ſowing with comfort, and the Souldier 
in hope of a tri al Crown, he will chrow himſelf 
upon the Pikes, and" fight courageouſly : How much 
more then may a Chriſtian with comfort run the way 
of God's Commandments, he daily ſowing ro the 
Spirit and fight the good fighr of Faith, for whom hav- 
ing finiſhed his Courſe, there remains an Heavenly 
Kingdom, an immarceſcible Crown of life, a full 
Harveſt of Eternal Glory. If you will bur grant Sin- 
ners that there are any delights in Heaven, any true 
joy in God's Bliſsful-preſerice, and Glory in thoſe Erter- 
nal Manſious, any pleafanr Fruits growing upon the 
Tree of Life in the Paradite of God, and comfort in the 
everlaſting ſmiles and embraces of Jeſus Chriſt, Reaſon 
irſelf will compel. you ro acknowledge, that God's 
people having their eye fixed upon, and walking in 
the way which infallibly leads to all this tranſcendent- 
ly blitsful and Ylorious Happineſs, muſt needs for the 
preſent rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 
1 dare not indecd affirm of*God's people, whar Tilly 
doth of Syracsſe in Sicily, and others of Rhodes, that there 
1s not one Day throughour the year wherein the Sun 
ſhines not clearly upon them. This Vally of Tears is 
full of Clouds, 'tis the priviledg alone of the Heavenly 
Feruſalem to be above them. The Mirth that hath no 
Mourning, the Joy that hath no Sorrow, the Crown that 
hath no Croſs, is reſerved for Heaven, as peculiar to 
a ftate of Blefledneſs and Immorrtaliry, God's people, 
they may ſometimes go diſconſalate and be without 
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"(k) Media queruaque e:fi aſpers, & per ſe ingrats fint, 4 
fine tamen acc:piunt aulcorem © amabili; ater. 
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joy, as the Wine failed at the Marriage where Chrilt 
was : Byt then their Water was turned into Wine 3 
and ſo the bitter Waters of Msrab which at ſuch a time 
oa crunk on of ſhall be reyes peep on EY 
re conſolation. They may for ,a while be undex 
a Cloud, bur then that” very Cloud ſhall at length"be 
diſſolved gnto a Golden ſhower of comfort to make glad 
their. Hearts They may. bei a while to wander 
in the Wilderneſs, bur yer. that Wilderneſs ſhall become 
a Cansan; affording them many ripe Cluſters of Grapes 
ro feed upon. They may in a word, have a ſad and 
diſconſolate Autumm, both their Graces and comforts 
for a time withering: But the (pring ime of Heaven- 
ly joy will again rerurn, wherein their Comforts 
Nall Lioflom afreſh, -and their Graces ſhall recover rheic 
former vernancy, never to decgy, nor to loſe their 
beauty any more, till ripened into the delicious flower 
of Erernal Glory. So then though God's people may 
be in heavineſs for a ſeaſon ; yer even then they have 
the foundarion of their comfort remaining ſure, becauſe 
the Morning of true joy will again dawn, and+ the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe upoa them with healing in 
his wings. Afﬀer a weary Week, will come 2 uh”; 
after a time. of trouble, will come reſt ; after a 
conflit, they are ſure of a glorious triumph ; after a 
night of darkneſs, they #ſhall have a mornang of joy ; 
and after all their ſtorms, they are ſure ro be landed 
ſafe at the Port of Eternal comfort. (1) Bur the un- 
godly are "ike « own their joy bike a bubble quickly 


vanitheth ; like a flower it ſoon fadeth ; like a Jonah's 
Gourd, it. preſently withereth ; like-a blazing Comer 
it evapoureth and ſpends -itfelf ins a ſhort time, por« 
cending their Eternal ruin ; (») or rather like the morn- 
ing Sun-ſhine upon Sedow which ended in a cudtud 
ſtorm of Fire and Brimſtone from the Lord out of HEa 

ven to deſtroy them. Albeit then that God's own peo- 
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(7) Palm. r. 
(m) Gen. 19, 23, 24. 
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mourning like Doves of the Vally now and then, 

nfl the wicked and ungodly drink deep off carnal 
leaſures faring deliciouſly like Drives 'eve day : Yet 
iſe the godly ſhall have beaury for aſhes, the oy 

of gladneſs for mourning, and the garment of praiſe 
for the(s)Spirir of heayinefs, whilſt the wicked ſhall weep 
and, howl for their milery, for rhe wrath, the'everlaſting 
deftruQtion in Hell, char muſt ſhortly come upon them. 
why therefore Jet us not (whar ever be the condition 
of the. godly in this Life) enrertain any hard thoughts 
of God and his ways, as if no folid comfort would be 
found in them. For whether is berrer, thar Joy which 
will end in everlaſting heliſh, rorments or that Sorrow 
which ſhall* be rurned into joy" thar can never be raken 
from us? Certainly (as a reverend Divine now with 
God once faid) it a Man were crowned with royal 
Stare, and imperial command of all rhe Kingdoms upon 
Earth ; if his Heart were enlarged to the urmoſt of all 
created capacity, and filled with all. the exquiſite and 
unmixed pleaſures that the reach of mortaliry, and moſt 
ambitious curioſiry could poſſibly deviſe and might 
withour interruption and diſtaſte, _ chem the lengrh 
of the World's duration, they were ail nothing to the 
enjoyment of the precious and peerleſs comforrs of 
the ſtate of Grace, bur even for one hour, _ Bclieve ir 
Sirs, there is no fuch joy to be found in the ways of 
fin: There is no ſuch comfort ro be mer with in car- 
nal delights, as God's people are called ro partake of 
in ways of Holineſs. Can there be a more Cordial joy, 
2 more entrancing delight, a more ſtrong and everlait- 
ing conſolation, than for the Soul to feed upon hidden 
Manna ; to have the fweer and delicious Cluſters of 
Canaan to refreſh it in the wildernef6; ro dwell con- 
tigually upon the trop of Mount Piſgah, thence taking 
a clear proipett of the Land of promilc,a Land that flow- 


(a) Ifai. 61. 4. 
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eth with Milk and Hony? (a) To beſure Sirs, Chri- 
ſtianity dagh nor, when it comes into the Soul, extirpare, 
bur only Vrdinace our joy, reaching us ro place ir 

the right object. Ir doth nor rake away our joy 
oaly refine 1t, that it may be ſeraphique, ſpiritual and 
heavenly. It doth not come to pluck up the Tree b 
the roots, but only ro prune and wer, it that abi - 
ing with more Paradiſical rous Fruit, it may yeild 
. you the more ſweerneſs, more delicious, and * 
latisfaQory Grapes of Canaan to refreſh your Sonls. 
Your carnal delights, they are fariating, bur not ſa- 
risfying; glutting, yet nor filling ; like ſome delicious 
Meats that nauicat the ſt yer fill .ir not : But 
now that delight which a Chriſtian hath in the ſerious 
contemplation of. Heaven and Glory, ic brings in ful- 
neſs, withour ſaGiery ; it ſatisfies, and yet excires ; fills, 
and yet enlargeth rhe defires of the Sou! after mare. In 
carnal delights there is thar deceitfulneſs thar when 
we * want them, they are coveted, when we have them, 
they are loathed : Bur the delighrs accrewing to the Soul 
from a proſpe&t of Heaven are ſuch as are only loa- 
thed by thoſe chat want them; bur ſtill deſired by 
thoſe that traſt them ; who can never be glurred, bur 
provoked ro more infatiare longings afterthem, by their 
1 weerneſs. ' 

(4) THIS may give ww to underſtand what ſmall Rod 
ſon the Men of the World have to extlaim of God's people 
for their Zeal, Circumſpetion and Diligence in well -aving, 
or to cenſure them wpon that account, as Perſons guilty of 
uuneceſJary p' eciſeneſs, and indiſcretion, making more ads 
than they need. The Lord hath fer before chem a Crown 
of Glory, and is that an anazcelſlary tranſport of Zeal 
which maks thera conread for it * He ſhews them a 
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[s) Gratia non tollit ſed attollir, non abolet, ſed defecat, 
now extirpat, ſed ordinat naituralem gaudii affttfionem, qui 
ratione docens in prorrium co:lecetur objeFum. 

* Fileſcit adeptum, quod accendit d:/ideratum. 
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a” 
Kingdom for their encouragement, ahd muſt that needs 
be miſguided Zeal, Indifcretion and queen. ger makes 
them offer violence to it ? Hc hath promiſed rhem the 
zeward of Erernal Life, and will you cenſure them as 
per verſe, zealous Fanatiques, and Sons of violence, be- 
cauſe they willingly ſpend and are ſpent in the ſervice 
of ſo bountiful \ Maſter, when their Eye is continn- 
ally fixed uponſo glorious a Prize ? The Men of the 

orld; how free f, they 

which is not Bread, and their labour for that which can- 
not ſatisfy ? And will you ther wonder at God's pt6- 
ple and think it ſtrange, that having ſet before them 
the Bread of Life, together with that Eoviitain of nying 
Water which yields all fullneſs of ſatisfafion to thoſe 
who drink of it, they ſhould proportionate their en- 
deavours to the worth and dignity of ſuch tranſcend- 
ently deſirable, and beatifical obje&s ? Have you ne- 
ver obſerved with what unweariedneſs the Husbandman 
undergoes the labours of his calling in hope of a . pten- 
tiful veſt ? Did you never ſee with what undaunted 
courage the Souldier will endure the hoſtile incurſions, 
the fierce onſets, the cruel encounter of an Enemy in hope 
of uncertain victory ? And what ſhall I ſay of thoſe that 
run in a Race, have you not ſeen them rallying up all 
their ſtrength, putting forth themſelves to the urmoſt of 
their ability, and contending with an ambitious uncon= 
trouled violence towards the Goa), for the Crown that 
was ſet before them ? Wonder not then, if God's Pco- 
ple be unwearied in the work of the Lord, will encoun- 
rer the greateſt difficulties, and contend with a ſacred 
violence rowards the mark of their highCalling,when their 
Eye is always fixed upon a full harveſt of Erernal Glocy, 
upon an ever!aſting victorious triumph, upon a far more 
pearly, and incorruptible Crown of Life ! 
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(f) IF (aggertullian ſpeaks) Men purchaſe Glaſs, the brit- 
tle enjoyrMnts of this Life at fo dear a rate, will you 
count it an unreaſonable nimiety in Religion, indeſcreri- 
on, and an exceſs of ſuperfluous Zeal in Gods People, 
that they are willing with the like expenſe of Time, la- 
bour, and —_ ro purchaſe the rich Jewel, the encha- 
ſing orient Pearl of Eternal Glory? What, is not Heaven 
more worthy of our Care, and- utmoſt Diligence, than 
Earth ? Is not a Crown'of C———, more worth 
than a Crown of Roſe-buds, and therefore with a 
proporrinn hl Lon and Carefulneſs to be ſought after ? 
$ it Reaſon that we ſhould more earneſtly purſue the un- 
certain periſhable comforts of this preſent World from 
which we muſt erelong be eternally divorced, than - 
Honour, Immortality, and Erernal Life in the Work 
to come ? Doubtleſs Sirs, if Life and rhat Eternal ; If z 
Crown, and that of Glory ; if arrinheritance; and that of 
a Kingdom incotruptible, nndefiled, and that fadeth nor 
away be worth ſeeking after ; then. we need not be much 
ſolicitous about vindicating God's People in the zealous 
Paſſges, ſevere Endeavours, circumſpe&ious Deport- 
ments, and ſanQified Singularities of their Chriftiah 
courſe, from the Imputations of Indiſcretion, miſguided 
Zeal and Fanaticiſm, which Men of corru inds, 
carnal Goſpellers, and ſuch as have nothing bur a bart 
Profeſſion ro ſhew for themſelves, are apr to lay them 
under. For having thar Crown, that Kingdom, har glo- 
rious Inheritance continually In their eye, ſhould not 
their care, their diligence, their endeavours be in ſons 
meaſure anſ{werable, and proportionate rhez#to ? You de- 
ceive your own Souls, and dv molt ſordidly undervalue 
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(a) Tanti vitreum'? Quanti verum maygaritums? Tertul. 

l:b. ad Martyr. Cap. 4% $i pro terrenis bonis tantos labores 

& tam gravia periculs homines quo animo patiunrur ; quare 

pro fide, pro conftantia, pro integritate, pro theſaure eterno pis 

gri ſurmus ? Quare [umus timid: pro illis divitiis,quas nec nal 

ftragia nobis poſſint aufcrre ? __ Serm. 105. de Temp. 
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the recompence of the reward,when you think upon eaſier 
terms to have Heaven than Earth, and the Mikat that will 
endure to Eternal Life, than the Mear which periſherl), 
yielding no fatisfation ! Oh brutiſh and unreaſonable 
Sinners, what are all your Richts, and Honours, what 
are all your Profirg and Pleaſures, but as Weeds to Flow- 
ers, Or as Drols ro the pureft Goid, if compared with 
chat far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory, 
which abideth God's People in another World ! And ſhall 
we then think you- have reaſon to cenſure them as guilty 
of roo great ſeveriry, ſuperfluous Zea}, and unneceſſary 
Precileneſs, for giving diligence ro make ſure of ſuch a 
glorious Reward, when you yYourfelves think no time roo 
long, no diligence exceffive, no pains roo great, which 
you are at in purſuance of thoſe fading Vanities ? Judge 
all you bleſſed Saints that ſtand already pollefied of this 
eternal heavenly Glory ; yea, let thoſe among you that 
have had bur the leaſt foreraſts, prelibations and glean- 
ings thereof, if this be not an unreaſonable cenſure,judge 
freely ! Shall the covetous Worldling riſe early, go to 
bed IS eat the Bread of carefulneſs, macerate his own 
Body, and wholly exhauſt his ſtrength in purſuit of thax 
which, in the judgment of the wiſeſt of Kings, (a) is 
nothing but vanity and vexation of Spirit, like a Moth 
eating up and conſuming ir, as the original ſounds? 
And ſhall not the People of Ged having ſuch a' glorious 
Crown in their eye, much more lay hold upon al] oppor: 
tunities, walk cloſe!y with him that hath. ca'ted them to 
his Kingdom and Glory, and gladly ſpend and be ſpent 
In all holy Exerciles, that at length they may partake of 
that fulnefs of Joy wkich is in God's preſence, together 
with thoſe ſuper-celeſtiai Sou-Griefving Pleatures which 
are at his righr Hand for evermore-?* (6b) Doth nor the 
Lord: in his ſacred Oracles of truth-require, thac we 
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(a) Ecdleiialt. r. 1g, T7 TY Depaſtio aggmni ; cor 
ſumitur. enim animas, dum in re nikil;, & inani eccupatus el, 
Buxt* 

(5) 2 Per. r. s, 26, 
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ſhould give all diligence to make our Calling and Ele- 
Qion ſure * Are we not. commanded to woik out with 
greateſt + Labour and Induſtry, as the Original hath ir, 
our own Salvation ? Hath nor our blefſed Lord comman+ 
ded that we ſhould earneſtly contend, ſtriving as in an 
Agony to * enter in at the ſtrait Gate of Eternal Life ? 
And muit we nor alſo ſtorm the Kingdom of Heaven, 
allaulcing it with a kind of Holy Violence, and forcing 
our way thicher through all lifficuleies, would we ever 
enter into it > What rheris the Blaſphzmy of all thoſe 
who in oppoſition to the holy Spirit of Truth calling us 
our thus to ſpend and be fpent in. the ſervice of God, do 
rake upon them a curfed neutralicy, indifferency, and in- 
ſipid formality in the ways of God, cenſuring all thoſe 
that will not be forma],ontfided, and negligent,like chem- 
{elves, as perſons of furious Spirits, perverie Z2alots, and 
humourſome Fanaricks, as if they were afraid of too 
much Holineſs ? Believe ir Sirs, theſe and the like Scrip- 
rure InjunQtions do concluding]y evince that Chriſtianity 
is no 1dle ſpeculation, but a butineſs of greateſt aRQivity, 
:cquiring the quinteſſence and vigour ot tke Spizir, the 
very ſtrength and finews of the Soul, together with the 
createſt inteninets of all rhe afieftions. There is fuch 
an attractive magnetique virtue in that eternally g'orious 
reward which Religion propoſerh ro all them that do cor- 
diatly embrace it, that their Hearts are fo inflamed with 
defire after it, that ic rurns all difficulties into fuel, for 
rheir Zea) to feed upon. Impoſſible ir is for ſuch as are 
truly. gracious to be remiſs and negligent in Heavens 
way, as being transformed by a protpet, of Heavenly 


———————— 


+ Phil. 2. 12. Mon dicit Avoſtolus nule $624Cadr, fed na» 
T*p3aecds, id eſti, accurate, magnoque crm ſinato operamint ; 
cir malt ailigentia, & ſolicitudine pergite veſtram operari 
jalutem. A Lapide. 

* Luke 13. 24. 'Auyidacds, conten2:te, agonizate, & quaſi 
in azone, ®& agonia contendit?, extromas ſummaſqils wires ve+ 
lut, agonizantes exerite, quaſi pro vita fi wincitis, wel more, 
ft wincimini, laFaturi. A Lapide. 


_— . 2 . Glory 
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Glory,into ſo many incarnate Seraphims,whoſe proper na- 
rure it is to have their affeQtions boyled up to. the higheſt 
conkiſtency of uncurbed Zeal for Gods Glory, (c) mak- 

_ ing ther fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. ould 
you therefore approve your ſelves to be true Natbaniels, 
Ifr aelites indeed, in whom there is no guile ? Then ſee 
that ye willinglyſpend and be ſpent in the ſervice of God, 
contending with an holy Violence, that you may enter 
through the ſtrait Gate into the Kingdom of Heaven. 'Tis 
no heartleſs wiſh nor languiſhing endeavour ; no ſtill- 
born Prayer nor abortive refoJurion, which will argue 
our Souls to be ſound, and of the right Complexion. 
any there,are amongſt us, who taking up the form, 
and denying the Power of Godlinefs, are all for a mo- 
deration in Goodneſs : 'So that with them lukewarmneſs, 
though it ſpeak the Son! in the ſaddeſt remper, ſhall be 
graced with the name of Diſcretion, and Chriſtian Pru- 
dence. The truth is (as that holy Man now with God, 
whom before I quoted, faith) all unregenerate Men in 
@ manner, go uſually caſt unto themſelves in the mould 
of their own worldly Wiſdom, a religious Mediocrity, 
and they picch with reſolution and ſecurity, upon a de- 
gree of Zeal compatible with their own ſecular concern- 
ments, and this muſt be a competent ſufficiency of Holi- 
neſs for Heaven, and ſerve their turn for Salvation. This 
glorious formality, if God's People ont of a conſciouſ- 
neſ5 of their duty, and from the ttrength of defire,which 
they have te the recompence of Eternal Life, tranſgreſs, 
why now the Wicked to prevent the eſtuations of a 
troubled Conſcience, and the dreadful pre-occupations 
of Eternal Flames which would otherwiſe ſeize upon 
them, they are forced to cenſure God's People as guilty 
of too much» preciſeneſs, circumſpeCtion, and affeted 
fingularity. For ſhould they not fancy an eaſier way 
ro Heaven than that of ſtriving and running, contend- 
ing "and wreftling wherein Ged's People: walk, they 


Es ET YE —_ 
(6) Rom, 12. 37. 


muſt 
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muſt ne2ds caſt away the confideace (I ſay nor of their 
Hope, bur) of their groundleſs preſumption, and fit 
down in deſpair as Perſons for whom ir is impoſſible, chart 
they ſhould come to Heaven, or ever eſcape the ditnna- 
tion of Hell. Bur believe ir Chriſtians, whatever ſhort 
Cur carnal Goſpelters fancy to Heaven, you muſt reſolve 
ro ſerve the Lord with fervency of Spirit, excellency of 
Zeal, and enflamed affeQions, together with a ſupernatu- 
ral fingularity above all ordinary and moral perfeQions, 
would you ever come there. Fair and ſoftly, faith the 
Proverb, goes fair : But (as one wittily obſerves) it ne- 


| ver goes {o far as Heaven. (a) God prepared a Wife for 


Adam m Paradiſe flegping : But there are no preparations 
of Happineſs, Life, and Eternal Glory made, for ſleepers 
in the Paradiſe of God. Our firlt Parents ſinning were 
caſt out of Paradiſe, and therefore we can never return 
thither to feed upon the Tree of Life, unleſs we return 
with undaunted reſolution upon the Cherubims flamin 

Sword. We mult nor only rake up the form, but alſo 
embrace the power of Godlineſs; we muſt nor be almoſt 
(5) but altogether Chriſtians, would we ever receive- the 
Crown of Eternal Glory. For to be ſure they that have 
only an appearance of Holineſs, ſhall go to a real Hell : 
and they that are bur almoſt Chriſtians, ſhall bur almoſt 
be ſaved ; which indeed will be the emphaſis of Dam- 
nation, to have been within a ſtep of Heaven, and Erer- 
nal Glory : Let then Chriſtians, the blind World enter- 
rain you with what malicious inveRtives, and approbrious 
Sarcaſms it will, cenſuring you for Phanticks, perverſe 
Zealots, and diffembling Wocrices: Yer fee that you 
abate not one ſcruple of your former Zeal, either 
taking up with a flothful ofcirancy in the ways of God, 
or leaving your ſelves at a profane liberry ro comply 


— 
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( a) Nop dormient ibis proventh regnum celorum, nee 0ot:o, GH 
fefidia forpentibrs beatitudo eternitatis ingeritur. Profp. 

Omotis qui ad Paradiſum redire defrderat , cp et tranjire per 
;gnem. Auſt. 


(6) Adts 26. 28. 
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in any ſinful pratices, but having always an Eye to 
the recompence of the reward, give diligence to be ſtill 
as preciſe, circumſpe&, and accurate in all your walk- 
_ as ever ! Remember when ever the Men of the 
orld ask you what need you be fo ſtri& and accu- 
rate, ſo preciſe and ogy” wo nor contenting your 
ſelves to do as others do ? Why it is in plain language, 
and ro paraphraſe a lirtle upon thole profane Queries, 
as if they ſhould ask you, What need you make matter of 
Heaven and Glory,what need you ſomuch to regard Life 
and Frernal Salvation in the Kingdom of God, not con- 
tenting your ſelves to go to Hell, and be danmed for 
ever as the Wicked muſt ? And,can you indeed make 
light of Heaven and Eternal Glory, can you Chriſti 
be willing to fall ſhort'of Gods bearitical preſence in 
Heaven and for ever to lie under his frowns in Hel), 
thar ſuch ungodly queſtiogings as theie ſhould make you 
'aſbamed to own Chriſtianity in the Life, eminency and 
power of ir? As they, Chriſtians, have lirtle x th to 
cenſure you for your Diligence, Zea), and circumſpe- 
Qtion in Heavens way: So little reaſon have you to be 
aſhamed thereof, being come within ken of your Reſt 
already, and may with AMecſes from Mount Nevo, take a 


clear Proſpett of the Holy Land, of the Celeſtial Canaan ! 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Doftrine improved by way of Repre- 
henſion, reproving all ſuch as do inordi- 
nately love and. purſue the world , and 


diſcovering the vanity of all Secular En- 


Joyments ; in Six Particulars. 


GC) TD Y way of reprehenſion, this Doftrine affords juſt 
matter of Reproof again(t, and may ſmite as 
with a mighty Scourge, two ſors of Perſons. 


(1) Since God allows us to ſeek Glory, Honour, and 
Cor ramagyy for our ſelves by patient continuance in welk 
doing, (6) how juſtly are all thoſe reproved who making 
light of theſe eternal concernments do "—_ ous their 
rime and exhauſt their ſtrength in purſuir of the profits, 
Emoluments, and comforts of this preſent World ? The 
Lord makes them tenders of a Crown of Life : But the 
choſe to deck themſelves with Roſe-buds, preferring Earth 
before Heaven, and troubling themſelves about many 
things, (c) whilſt that berrer part is negleQed, which if 
choſen ſhould never be taken from them. Like Eſau, 
they ſell cheir Birth-right for a meſs of Potrage. Like 
Judas, they betray the Lord of Life, who would ſave 
their Souls for thirty pieces of Silver. Or like our firſt 
Parents,to get the forbidden Fruit, they ler go rheir Hap- 
pineſs in Paradiſe, preferring one deadly Apple from 
the Tree of Knowledge, before all the delicious Apples 
on the Tree of Life. What pains do we ſee Men take ? 


” 


(5) *O mb dau x7! # wncjvle flev, xby@ 3his met 
9 wanomor, 2) Tyree FP fegrov. Chryſoſt. in Mar. 22. 
(c) Luke 10. 42. What 
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What hazards do they daily run to fatisfie their unfatiate 
deſires after Creature-enjoyments? whilſt Heaven with 
all the Glory, and Royalries of ir are negleRted, as the 
pleaſing fiftions of ſome devout Fancies, rather than mat- 
rers of reality: With what —_— Brain, with what 
ftrengrh of endeavour, with what Conflicts of Paſſions, 
with what vehemency of deſire, and remorſe of Conſci- 
ences, do Men reſolving to be rich, purſue their Earth- 
born vanities, making thar pitiful Religion they Have, 
ſerve rurg, and Chriſtianity 2t ſelf become. Handmaid 
to wait upon their gain and ſecular arkly a v4 (4) Where- 
as the truly gracious do improve heir Earthly Treaſures 
for high and Heavenly ends, uſing them in a ſubfervien- 
cy to their Chriſtian devotion, that they more freely 
enjoy God : Why on the contrary, carnal Hearts, they 
ſubordinate every thing ro their own ſordid ends, uſing 
God, his Name, his Worſhip, his Ordinances, that they 
may more- plaulibly proſecute and enjoy the World. 

h not daily ſad experience let us fee, how Men will 
hazard their own. lives 1a deſperate undertakings, make 
themtcives perpetual Drudges to the Times, comply with 
every prevailing FaCtion, tarow away their own Mercies, 
make | Tn of Faith, diſſemble compejence, and ex- 
chauge their ſalvation togerher with all of Heaven 
and Glory for Earth, and Earthly enjoyments ? Oh that 
I could but ſpeak to the Hears of ſuch amongſt you who 
thus inardinately purſue the World, graſping continual- 
ly with adulterous embraces ? Was this the end of your 
being in the World, to Idolize the Creature, loving, pri- 
zing, and ſerving that, above God your Creator ? _— 
you not things of greater conſequence, and that more 
nearly concern you, to look after, rhan the profits, emo« 
haments, . and periſhable comforts of this preſent Life ? 
Is it not an immortal Soul more worthy your care, than 


— i * 


. (#) Bayi quippe ag hoc utuntur munde, nut fryantur Deo : 
mal: axtem contra, ut freautur mundo, gti voluut Deo, Aug- 
de Civit. Dei, lib. x5. cap. 7. 
. a 
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a ſinful Body ; the Riches of Heaven and Glory, than 

'our Earthly Treaſure ; and the recompence of Eternal 
Life, is not that more worthy your care, than the con- 
fluence of all Creature-enjoyments? Your approaching 
Death, your Eternal Jidgmen: before Gods Tribunal, 
-your everlaſting condirion in the world to-come, ſhould 
not theſe things be ſeriouſly minded, and much rarher 
regarded of you, than the husky enjoyments of a dying 
Life * What (alaſs!) Pbor'brutith Muck-worm "will t 
full ha wag c ch Bus" of Gold, thy yn ge Jul 
ings, thy Tong: es, thy gorg*0us Apparel, or t 
dai Dilbes and fwvger Morſels. EN as, __ 
the great God calls to Judgment, - when Death, as 
God's inexorable Serjeant ſhall arreſt thee, and thou muſt 
now breath out thysLife and thy Hope together ? Will 
your, Deeds and Leaſes, be evidences for Heaven ? Will 
your Riches, Hogours,and Pleafurable enjoyments,be able 
to comfort your Hearts, when now breaking through the 
bitter pangs, as dying groans, that will- ſhortly take 
hold ef you ? Will your Coffers, or your Bags of Gold 
by Gn as a ranſom for your loſt Souls, or can they 
urchaſe your pardon, when now tryed for your Lives, 

r your ever untchangable State, before rhe- righ- 
reous Judge of all the World ? To bring you off from the 
over eager purſuit of theſe periſhable cnjoymenrs, and 
to beger in your cheeks an holy bluſh tharever you ſhould 
neg] Heaven to feek them, dwell a little on theſe 
things. 


(1) (a) CONSIDER all Creature-enjoyments, they ane 
vain and unprofitable. The very choyceſt of your 
Worldly comforts, they have nothing 1n them, but that 
which is unprofitable, and good for nothing. There 
is always moſt vanity where there is the leaſt profit : 
And where there is no profit at all, there is nothing at 
all but vanity. And yet this is the CharaQter which $S- 


———— 


_—" 


—- 


(s) FYamum quodeunque ft, fi nullam nohis affert myo 
omen 
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lemon hath given us of all our Creature-enjoyments. © E- 
very Creature in his Diary hath vanity written upon 
ir, and (6) therefore fince the whole cannor exceed the 
particulars when added rogerhgr, he gives us in this as 
the total Sum of all ſublunary © comforts, Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity. Add a thouſand Cyphers roge- 
ther, and yer withour a figure they ſignify juſt pothing : 
So thongh a Man had. the whole confluence and uni- 
verſal aggregation of all Croitafe-comorrs, yes fugh 
is the vanity bound 'tp'ifi them, that withou gure 
&f Divine favour rhey, are a her inſſgnificant;, and 
ſtand for juſt nothing'in the Regiſter of true profit. And 
therefore" (c) Solo-mm endeavouring,. to call off Men from 
the”roo eager purſuir of Riches, will not vouchſafe them, 
any ſtation amongſt things really exiſting, bur rhruſt- 
ing them down nto the bortomleſs Abyſs of a non- 
entity, he thus queries with the infatiate Mammoniſt. 
Wilt rhou ſer rhine Eyes upon that which is nor, and 
make them ro flie (as 'ris in the original) upon a meer 
nothing ? "The generality of Men they idolize Riches, 
and look upon them as fome great matters : Bur the 
comfort, the benefit, the profit accrewing to us by them 
is ſo fmall,*thar if you count them any rhing ar all, you 
do quite over-prize them, and do count them a great 
deal more than what they are ever like roamount unto. 

We can hardly form up a conception of our Creature- 

enjoyments, ſo diminutive and ' ſmall, as indeed they * 
are : Nor can we be able to reach ſo low in our thoughrs 
as the bottom of that _ and unprofirableneſs which 

is written upon them. Moſt Men look upon their 

Riches, Honours, and Worldly accommodations through 

a Mulkciplying-glaſs, which doth ſwell them up far above 

the proportion of their own magnitude, and quite 

ſirercherh | them beyond the line of their proper dimen- 


——  ———_— 


(5) Eccleſ. x. 2. 
(c) Prov. 23. 5. 
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ſions : But would they look upon theſe things as they 
are in themſelves, how would cheir tall gigancine ſta» 
| rure ſhrink up into a Pygmey-dwarfiſhneſs, and whar 
a line of unprofitablenels and vaniry would they find 
ſtretched our upon thentall? * How long then ye Sons of 
Men will ye love vanity, and go on to ſer your Hearts 
upon "that which is nor ?Oh turn not aſide from ſeek- 


I Glory-and Honour, after Immortality and Eter- 
n ife*: (4). For why+ (as Same! ſaid in anothes# 


Gor Coon AR wu ee RT er TTY ago TT 


ca } you g6 afrex” vain things, afcer Riches and 
{ accomm s.which Cann _ 2 Grait 
Sirs, that you do not feerhe vanity: ſe things in a 
Calm, yet what will you*do in 4 , When dif- 


treſs and anguiſh takes hold upon you? In the day Sirs, 
that Satan ſhall accuſe you, that Conſcience ſhall tor- 
ment you, that Heaven ſhall frown upon you, and that 
Hell beneath ſhall enlarge itſelf ro devour you, what 
then will your Houſes and Lands, your Riches and 
your Honours avyail-you? What though, Man, thy Barns 
be. full, and thy Cup overflows ? . What though th6u 
haſt Mines of Gold, and Rivers of Oyl ? Whar though 
thou number hy Oxen by Si” wh 5 and thy Sheep 
by ren thouſands ? What though thou be arrayed inRoy- 
al Apparel with Solomen, and -fareſt deliciouſly . every 
day like the Rich Glurton? Yer what will all this abun- 
dance profit thee in a day of wrath? Will theſe things 
Quiet the eftuations of an accuſing Conſcience, ia the 
day that God ' ſhall awaken it, and amaze thee with the 
Gohe of thy own iniquiries ? Will they profit and afford 
thee comforts , wheregbng out thy poor Soul 
into Ecernity thou muſt now be cogvenred before the « 
righteous Judge of all the World ? Oh ler not your Eyes 
commit Adultery with the fair-faced nothings of this 
World whileſt you live, that through rhe vanity of 
them can afford you no profit when you come to die 
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* Pal. 4. 2. 
(4d) 1 Sanz. 12. 26, 21. 
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and to make your appearange before God's dreadfu} 
Tribunal! 1 | ka 


(2) CONSIDER all wre-emjoyments they are 
difquieting, and wexationr. T 1s. only * vanity 
in all worldly accommodations þ wa athen\ unpro-, 
fitable, bur chite is alſo vexation' Tpicit _ which * 
akes them a ſecond «fcban to ach. a joy Fhem "fo 
iſturbing rheir Reſt, that "they ive contig pc 
the Rack of diſconbent,” ove: his | 
I is Dive ut 


15 aſton, zut'® Fer Y JILL \& © ce 
care, and YonlEnting our SÞirirs wi us. , 
M k if they "Bad butfffuch an acteffion to theit 
livelyhood, if they gould bur compaſs ſuch an e 
if they might but attaim ro fuch ' 1yrr- rs th 
ſhould then be, at aſe in their” minds, and fit down 
fatisfyed : Bur alas ! when theſe defires are fully accon- 
pliſhed,..and rhey have” poſſibly / gore beyond the very 
modeſty of their former wiſheF in eir worldly ac- 
uifements, how often do they find their eaſe and com- 
f wing our by the fame door, at which rheir Riches, 


Howgr, and ſecular emoluments entred in ? (ez) Such 


+. 


is-the vexation of Þ! ly accommodations, thas 
whoever enjoys moſt of them is moſt ſadly afflited by 
them : Neither will they im to enjoy any thing 
with 2 quier mind of his ons, who purſues them 


with an inordinate Jove and aﬀeSion. ' Our Creature- 
comforts, they are not only vanity in regard of their 
uſeleſneſs, as being unable to profit us in the day of 
adverſity ; bur they are likewiſe vexation in their en* 
joymenr,not forb&aring to moleſt and diſqujer our Hearts 
even in the_day of Proſperity. Men think jn getting 
Riches, to crown themſelves as with Rofe-buds, and to 
find them ſweet to thei: Taft : Bur are nor all their Ri- 


* Ecclef. 1. 14. 
(e) Aurum amplits eruciat apnd querh lavgins Futrit ; 
amant'i nibil de prſſeſfrone ſua permiitit, 
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ches when procured, like a Crown (f) of Thornsupon 
their Heads piereing t through with many cart 
and do they not find them-<o be,mingled with La 
birrerneſs ? Oh how happy doth many a Man think 
ſhould be an live in World, could he but enlarge 


his Barns, and aegcumulate Riches as others do: 
th l& nor find 


» leaving. 
nothing bur ſadneſs and vexation.q | 

w it was with hab King of (>) ;#e!, upon whom 
- the want of one poor vineyard of Naboth, brought 
fuch heavineſs of Heart and ſadneſs. of ſpirit, that a- 
midſt all the happjpeſsFhich eirher Riches, or Honours, 
or extremity of luxury cotild afford him, he Man lays 
himſelf down upon his Bed, turns away Wis Fage, re- 
faſing ro take his neceſſary Food, as one reſolved” ro, 
£5 of the Sullens, out of d. The like vexatiba of 
pirit do we find that wicked Hamanthe Son of Ameda:ha 
the Agagite, amidſt _ court-preferthengs, fretting 
under. (:) Never Subje& wks morethighly adwanced, 
and honoured by his Sovereign than this wicked Hama, 
and yet the denyal of one poor Mordecai's Knee, how 
doth itmake him hang down the Head, vexing all bis 
mirth and carnal :olfigy into telf-rormenting envy, 
and diſcontent ? We do never purſue with eagernels 
the riches, honours, and emolumentrs of this lite, bur 
we find a fling in them to vex and-rorment us. Ard 
as Fire wider Water, the hotter it bttrns, the ſooner it i ex- 


nn 
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f) r Tim. 6. 9, 16. 
zZ) Ecclel:. 2. 22, 2; 
h) 1 Kings 21. 4. 
(?) Eſther. 3. 5 


tinguiſhed 


£3 
- 
nc.” 7” OYYD”_WWCC”. To OEPTIRes oo 


—t-2c- a A 
1$2 For the-Comfort of «Ston's Mourners,* 
—_ — 


— 


tinguiſbed by the over-runuing of the" Water : So earthly things 
when +6 eagerly purſued, they Yaiſe upfuch tnmultuary per- 

dhiughts, tn the minds” of _ Men, as do at laft quite 
extinguiſh al thes heat, and ort which was expefted from 
them. Oh then that every, Worldling would conlider 
what an enemy he is to hifown 


Hearts rely carried out after, ſporred#, 
with idolarrous fave to, any nfoftients, ac 
quiet Gan be in thy.” ragad, noveelt 7 '#h Soul And 
why will you thys be ,etie vuttiours of "vol Pumſery 
in ſee BY, De: 1 a7 regable 5 for 


comfort, nc 
pleaſure,” wh onomRing but yaniry, and vexation of 
Spirit ? hat, are, plf:you! Rithes, and Honours, and 
worldly+ accom tons when eagerly purſued aftgr, 
but like the » Whgredom of painted Jezabel to trouble 


your -peace, and to fill om with Heart perplexing « 


thoughts & The Sun. and in the lower regions by 
- reaſon” of their nearneſs tro thi Eb, they frequent! 
* exhals thaſe Fogs and Meteors that do often Now» forth 
into SrormPand imperuous ,Tempefts : Thus likewiſe in 
».carthly minds the ſun-ſhine 'of Crearure-enjoyments, 
why - it, raiſcth up rhoſe# Cares, and Heart-dividing 
thoughts, that a Man can-have no reſt but is Fall & 
uUnquier \ jen. Zak burningghke Erna with an em- 
bowePd ſulphuribus Firgfw doth often break forth 
into a ſullen Tempeſtof diſcontent. Labour we there- 
fore to be content (4) with ſuch chings as we have, not 
neglecting Heaven and Glory where 1s fulneſs of joy, 
for the comforts and emoluments of this World which 
are not only vain and unable to profit us, but alſo vex- 


CC en rm ene ents — 

**0 ze earmiulp@& b&7 wou@, yi * Bil eve mtvns, 
Joy 8 (apa dan or, of T6709 Ths Jugs mt wiv 
engines, Þ eiFrny ey; F xgtwny. Macar. HomiL 
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5. Pag 
, (b) Heb. 13. 5. 


ation, 


Happineſs whilſt thy » 


MT 


and- qui us. (i) "For doubles 
i , "when the people diſs 


ation, to moleſt 


rruſting God's ne ould. odds it up," * 
| | when Men. i 
loving the ; l they 
wag ny od” difquiet them. If there- 
| 


to get weaned "affeQtions te 
Thorn" in this preſent 1i 
with its 


4 
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6) Conflder al Creature-enjayment i, they \ wncertain, and 
thang able, The Riches, Honours, and enjoymeats' of rhis 
I EC Bona Furtinis, the Goods 

| ; ecauſe they are the Largeſfs of 
thar fiQitivus Goddeſs, as becauſe” they are likg her, in- 
conſtant, and always ious to variery of Changes. (a) 
As the faſhjorf$. in.cthe World alrerand change every days. 
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ſo d#th the faſhion of the World, wirh $1 irs enjoyments.. 


Whar we uſually call fubſtance,is indee@ bur aglining.ſha- 
dow, that hath nothing bur tmucabilicy writrea upon It. 
Men may fancy what aſſurance they wilf in their eatth- 
ly enjOFIRenea Bur indeed they are always ike the Moon 
in her Jaſt quarter, ever upon the change. (65) Our Cree» 
ture-comforts thiy are not ſo properly poſſ-ſrons as Pageants, 


— 


——  - — — 


(i) Deus olens nos amorem. non habere, niſs vite tne, 
in iſtis welus Tunocentibus deleFationibus miſcet afiaritudiner, 
ut Of in his patiamur tribulationes,  Docetur amare@ meliora, 
per amaritudinem inferiorum: nc vidtor tendens ad pupriom, 
flabulum amet pro dome ſud. Auſt. in Plal. 46;& g5. 

* r Cor. 7. 31. 

(6) Offence ihe ves,non poſſideniury* dum platen! trans 
1m, wen 
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Abountting 


cy —_ Leto ratcyes detlive” the choiteſt of 
dre: fat that kave heart js of the Provi- 
dence of God rihfing the cha Creature-en- 
Joyments all the Work over, why will you ſtill 
— La Loye to them, and' prmit Idolatry.-with them ? 
not os, rhat-yo , your Riches, your 
Hollins exfures, and all your Creature-comforrs, 
are "no Me than imconftant fading Vanities, thar are 


Cy 


"II ___— 
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'(cy-r Tim: 6. 17. 

Dfuitie hujus ſeruli incerte ſunt, quia trapfitorie ſunt : 
queri am pleyumque et ills; home ane mortem, ex tots au- 
12m in ipÞd movee. Thyme m loc. » 

(a) Subito enim letitia a triſftitia _ gaudium in 
dolewem wvertitur, ſanitas Wfirmitate Leditur, profperitas ad- 
write prefers fur, juventus ad ſeneffutem, wits curvit ad 
mortem ymo. Homil. m Dom. 5. poſt Paſcha. pag. mi- | 
ba 134- . « 

daily LY 
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EY 


ie. hangin) Wh What "IP 


dail CE 4 to 
Y PM! wrapt up ins 


leaſure, - bur as, a 

wever it be 
mack ? What is 
whine ot oa ou! 


RS Fo = ler's 
iS uncerrain. _— FEY I wort 


ven : And which of .cheſe rwo will you naw — ke jou 


cly copy 


choice 2 Will you chooſe an uncertain 
certain Heaven ? Will ou chooſe thoſe Eaxth 
ments, - that +are daily ſubge@ rg, variety of 
fore thoſe Heavenly Mangons of Glory, that: are cm— 
murabiliry, and*can_ never Change? ? Oc that the mani 
fold changes ro which all our rdly comforts are daily 
obnox1ous, may cauſe us to change our thoughts of them, 
and no longer re purſue them with a doting obſervance ! 
In all the changes to which our Creature-enjoyments ate 
daily liable, this is the you end, which , God aims 
at, that we may nat love the World ,nor the "things af 
the World. When therefore you find your health chan- 
ged into ſickneſs, your Riches changed iato Poverty, 
your Honours chamged into Reproaches, and all your 


_—_—— ——_— 
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(*) Tene certum 3 gd:mitte incerium. 


(-/) 1 John. 
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Crearyre-enjoyments into ſo many pregnant inſtances of 
the Worlds ujeertaiaty, oh Tee that” hereby you be in- 
firuKed whar Inttle reaſon you have to let out your affe- 


&ions upon them, or co fall in love with them ! Are things - 


of ſuch s changeable nature ſo much to be prized * Shall 
ari uncerrain periſhirgg World be preferred before Heaven 
e#ndJ'Clory,*whigh are not obnoxious to any, uncertainty, 
but have 1ecuri ainſt all changes wfirten upon them 2 


q Her : COMLTIOTTS 
with Eecunty rt Ho- 
gGours. or {CCOmpodations 
you hold all and are ſure 
of nothing ®! eaven and Glo- 


ry for portion, 1 

the reack'vt. chatths, and indeed "like che Laws of" the 
Medes and Perfians that knew no alteration. Why then 
will you rather chooſe ro be Tenants at will in your 
\Warldly enjoymenrs than to aſe the Fee-fimple of 
Heaven, and unchangable glotiousifelicity ? Oh be nor 
ſuch enemies to yeur own Happineſs, as to make lighr 
ofthe certain unchangable Glory of Heaven, preferring 
the uncertain mutable_and periſhing enjoyments of this 
World before it! If you will make your choice, chooſe 
not for your portion uncertain Riches; but chooſe, oh 
chooſe the favour of God'm Chriſt which is certain ; 
chooſe Hedven and Glory, they arc certain ; chooſe the 
Kingdom of. God, chooſe that berrer part, with Mary, 
which iscertain, and.can never be taken from you! 


(4) CONSIDER &«/ Tent wre-er.joy ments they a”: f* Aa 
dul-, and deceirful Nanny Clears there ate in the World, 
bur ri1e moſt 2blolute cheat of all, is the World ir {&1t. 
(z) Tis ſtaricd of certain Apples growing nigh to the 
lake of ta, that they have a golden outiide, and are 
pleafant to look-upon, but being tonched they deceive 
expeQation, all crumbliag away into duſt, and rottcnels . 


—_ —— —— R— 
_ ——— 


(s) Pomx Gomerrhaa puichra quidem funt, fed enm fran- 


gin.Ear in Vigwn pulverem ! 441} mnt. 


Thus 
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Thus the World with all its en {FOI , they .have.a 
fair ourſide, and appear delirable, bur if ce wh ie. 
them roo eagerly,they will ſhame our hope and decelve 
our expeQarions, all mouldering away mto the rotreneſs 
of diſappointment, We oftea come go the World as 
Chriſt to the barren Fig-tree expeQting the Eelicidus fiuic 
of delight - and ſarsfaQtion,: Bur upon.trydl 1 
thipgtave oulfcte lay of enſpry ; 


us, a 

enjoy ® (BFE Jr ials 
{\mPtes, rhat -it may exerciſe. 
rers us that ir may deceive 3,8 
b!andiſkmenrs of Fartune, tharit'm 
ſometimes it will promote us thar 
preſs vs,and plunge us rhe deeper in fog, 
ventable Mitery. Achan, b&promiied hit 
Iighr and happineſs in a of Gold and Baby 
garment : Burt in the ſlueahey qe devoted "and 2c- 

4 
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curſed things, not on ny hr 14 expettations,” bur a!- 
ſo procuring his utter : inevitable ruin,, Thus the 
World with all its enjoyments, they will promiſe fafery, 
and yet they cannot profit us ina day of Wrath ( They 
will promiſe Jong life, and yet they cannot hinder bur » 
that the fame night a Mans Soul! amidft 21 his abundance 
may be raken from him. "They will promi': (ima 
Word) all delight and. contentment to thoſethar have 
them ; and yer then they uſually fill us with ſorrow an4 
vexarian of ſpirit, and leave us moſt Lilcontente. Lec 
not him then amongſt. you that would not be deceived by 
Creature-enjoy ments any longer ſuffer his Heart to be (er 
upon them. You may come to the World as to a Lot-- 
rery with an Head full of Projefts hoping to get a great 
prize : But you will doubtleſs rerurn with an Heart full 


(hb) Arridet minds, ut ſeviat; blanditur, ut fallat ; 
allicit, ut occidat ; extoilit, ut deprimat. 


(:) Luke 12. 20. 
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and ut- 
or the bo Vc doth 


of i Men Wile 


| you do then he obnox- 
ntment from it. Whar large 
ent” i dbaſueris 


+a dit ſeem mo le the wks) Hen, when 


him”was tofend him 
our of the World wich OY , tagging him 
on the Gallows rhar hi had ereQed i 


For kim Abrdecai *\ Thus whoever | nboor War 


himſelf no than the 
Ng rei Like he wi 


find them like 


: pn warm pdeyel yr bur _ 
ing him. And is this your os ro Tecoy har will will 


conly Go diſappoint _—_— poſſib 


Eds 2 more to onda me 
—_— ah of Hepp zineſs, ras een] he 's 
ou large es expole 
you » inevieetle Miſery yy the want of them can do 
Hemiba!'s Army having overcome the troubleſoine Alper, 
was afterwitd ſpoiled by the 1: akon Dainties : :ThusChri- 


b) nag mombevay Atjus 0 Gatoty ndy. 
& *ArPeogs Tos proigns wadiey Vee Ehnacr. Theog. 


$77- 6os. 
7 Vinw Homiibalem ſobveras 5; armis vicit ; Vitits vithue 
of.” Sen, Epi. 3- Pag. 104. Pe 
145 
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which. rt 


preventable milesy, 
the World's EL (n) | 
whom ſhe makes not a Fool. ()She 


Hor cundly' 4 at ETD 


—_ Lex 


_ the Wa | 
ſc En eee y : 
y and frue, | 


thar which 1s 
char which will mekeſſ 


: = "2 
o : 
with'all 
_ a» 
A 


2s not cold-me, 
ceeds the 'Fame which I * 
: we come t6 the full en- 
joyment of God in Heaven, we ſhall find thar Hoggenela 
NN Glory there, which will make us cry our, cd it 
was & true repart; that we heard of thy Kingdom and 
Glory in promiſes, birt behold the one half was not rold 
us of that and Glory which we now enjoy ! 
Who then that is wiſe would er the* lying Vanities 
of the World before this trus Treafire ? Why willyou 
ſer your Hearts upon that which deceiving your Hopes, 


— — — - w—_ —— 
 — —_— 


(n) fartmna quem nimizm fovct initum focit, Mims. 


(v) Convivs ſur proſperitas ab ingtio propinat daulcis, ut 
cm inchriati fuerint, lethalecyuins admijccat. Chryſolog. | 


(p) 1 Kings 10. 6, 7. 
_ P 4 will 
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wi nn. * ang an Erernal diſappointment, 
bY you Ring thr Glory which _—_ fac 
as to qo ever in a blcfled ex- 

raſy Is 


) Confider al Perumenjome they are ty, and 
OF. - Ygur. Cres - Robe an not 
rate ©. the deſires i mperig] Soul: And 

A to ſarisfy you, a Star 


Its. capacity : fo. pou wbrke that 
; zte will for ever leave 
ied, ©. The Soul is a ſpiritual Being, 
| cp ge ents are of rhe Earth, 


ven born Soul ? (k) Selomon tells 


\ he - who loveth Silver ſhall nor be fariſ- 


me, may promiſe to eaſe ws of our 
: a *mulciplyes them. Like Drink ro 
a dropfical Ma | Tac are all our + hairy meet ments : 

So far from ſlaking, rhat they enflame the Thirſt. They 


will promiſe, ro, fill rhe Souls apperite: Bur they only » 


£2: I 


4 


(&) Ecclef. «. 10. 

Major pecunia faves avaritie mn tlaudit, ſcd extendit ; 
nz irrigat, ſed accendit «Aug. 

hiflar H:aropici, ſemper patierss fitim, mee unguant | at in” bis 
appetitum tum quan; umvis aff atomn« bibas ex aqud hari, © 
wvanitatis bujus mundi. Stella de comemnendis Mundi va- 
nitatibus lib. g. cap. r. 

Mandana ita ſunt inſtar liquerioageerbi, qui non ſatiar, ſed 
intitat atpetitim ad {wendum plas ribs, dem. ibid. 

ants plus rer:on mundanarum hbauleris, tant major in te 

fitis prura hbabendi excitabiter. Tdem. ibid. Inexplabilis eft ſola 
#varitia aj vitun : Semper rapit, & menquam Satiacur, Guge 
modo ergo ſunt divitie, quibus creſcentibas, creſcit inopia f que 
amatoribus ſuis, quanto fucrint cores, non affemmt ſatieta- 


tem, ſed inflammant cuSidiratem ? Avg. 
a 4 enlarge 


eaxthly enjoymenrs be | 


"to an immortal Sonl, no wonder though ami 
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being | , and capable of more happineſs than the 
World can afford them, they 'muſt needs remain empty 
ſtill,,and be unſatisfied. ” A Man may quickly have 
enough to load” his Body,/to overcharge his memory, 
and to fill his Barns, though enlarged ro the Game men- 
ſure of ſpaciouſneſs with the rich Mans inthe (!) Gaſpel : 
Burt rc anſwer the _ of his own Hearr, ro quier 
the enlarged _— of his immorral Soul, and q! 
up with farisfation rhe immenſe capacity ofall his de- 
ſires, can never have enough, though he» had the 
whoſe World changed inro one Paradiſe for fuch an 
end. When a thing 1 on! of the place of its _—_ , it will 
never leave moving naturally tiff it come thither : us ſince 
nothing: below rhe Boſom of God himſelf, and fulneſs- 
of communion with him c2n be the praper __ of reſt 

ﬀ all Crea- 
rure-enJoyments it be fill unſatisfied, and in perpetual, 
reſtleſs motion. Men are apr to promiſe themſelves I 
know what imaginary happineſs and fartisfaion from 
their ®Creatur&enjoyments : But to be ſure Happineſs is 
a- real thing and no figment of a minting fancy, nei- 
ther is it indeed for ſarisfaftionmrto come in at chedoor 
of imagination. For as the Creature is unable to make 
us happy, and give farisfation: _ are ro make up 
an happineſs for our ſelves our of the Creature, or to take 


——_— 
@—— 


(1) Thais f 3Ny Timue mpe0uircy Er9dminy. 
O? 30 run tu) ragigey Ex 60 Elep, AuTAgngy axiSxn, 
7's &y Kofhority daw]a;? "Theog. 359. 227. "9 
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Qion from it: When the whole Creation hath 
e its beſt, and we have. uſed ourutmoſt skill, rorturing 


ners. 


Neture to the e: Spirits, and che pa- 
reſt —— which the — of* Crearures c not 
afford - Vet» after All chis ole Hearts will be filled ch 


nothing bur endleſs | 


and {til our Souls: like che Horſe leeches - 


as gage ro, its; « n 
For certain it is: (my. there is nothing 
han can make us hippy, 'but thes God who mide us - 
(m) Nor is there an my 
our- Sauls, but Chri 
ys would nor reſt 
formed'> Nor: can any- Man reſt from his longi 
Ceſhjes of wang ant indigence, till - God in Chri 
enjoyed. What though the whole world Darkevne apkrer 
ty Sonny the Rivers ruſhing with NeQar, ields 
forth Ambroſia, the Trees y *Frait 
og». ree of life,the Clouds ſhoweri | nar Fant 
Pearls, _ every Creature were an or Ant- 
Phiog, with Muſiques harnionious charm to chaſe away 
the evil Spirit of diſcontent; 'and* to entertain us in 
World with all varicty of melodious ſounds, and carnal 
on ? Yet I can aifure you from the Word of life and 
, that Qur Souls would be till refile6, and would 
find ſuch an earthly Paradiſe come as far ſhort of giv- 
ge as the light of a little Star dots come 
Qhort of the Sen in its noon-day brightneſs. There is 
ma reſt noc ſatisfatfion to be had for our Souls, —_— 
bool. <p God, or God turn his face rowards us, and 


uſp, « 
ny Eobxy bv, 6 So hk 


—- of creation till Man 
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cauſe the light of his Once fins vpon us. Why 
then will: yourſpend your Mony for that which is =_ 
Bread, and your labour for” thar Lg fs Caniiot 

Will you ſtil] be tzekiog the — the pay 
the Tree of life in an Earthly Paradiſe ndiirfaftion 
from - that, which is noe 

of ſpirit? You; may kg ar ever hen hoe dobf, die bit 
you” will find there is nothing | 


fe hs poſibly x pc prolr phe fo bur 


vexatioh of on of ſir a thar which is Vanity, «chink 
yon. give mg Souls conrentment ? 
think er Grapes of Thorns or Figs of 


ou 
Thilthes : ? Whar'a gy" mi is this, that you ſhould 
think -rofind any filling entertainment fo Souls in 
that which is all emprineſs ? That you ſhould thinkeo 
find farisfaQtion | 
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plexing th 
is as the x0 I 
rhis but (as the Father faith) ſee 
in” the Region of Death, to ſeek for 
_—_ wocklly pee Pretnn 
may” prove our yrez 
an rn chough nor your Dury, 
fatisfaRtion of your own Souls, no 
broken Ciſterns, but+ now coming? 
ountain- of living Waters, that you may be 
! We Cmnors conceive ſo great z confluence*of 
E: bue Nill wropneytrus a pr ſo, 
w ever s the enjoy- 
God jn Feaven, Oh « Oh what fulneſs af joy, whar 
SLING pleaſures, what 'a iſe 
Ns | conrenagenrs torfhe find 
! w oa a hath as much 5a as much 
, as much ſatisfaQtion as Heart can hold ; FE2< 
e a ſtone in the Center, he can go no fureliyet 
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(a) Vitam beatam querunt in regions mortis ; mon ef i&c. 
Aug. ConfeC. lib. 4. cap. 12 
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fine any more Happineſs than whar he hath already ; now , 
wath holy David he ,can fing his Rezwiem, Return to 
thy reſt oh my (4) Soul, for lo the Lord hath dea/r 
bounrifully with thee ! What enemies are you then, thar 
love the World, raryour own Souls, preferring Trouble 
before «Reſt ; the boyſterous Ocean before « k ſerene 
Harbour ; emptinels before farisfRion; and a famine 
of true contenement, before that fulneſs of delight, 
and Heavenly _— which ou might find in God ? 
How vain is the ſhadow if compared with the ſubſtance, 
2 drop if compared with the vaſtiocean, a broken 
Ciftern if compared with the Fountain of living Water, 
or the confluence of ail Creature-enjoymears if compared 
with the full enjoyment of God himſelf ? If then you 
lbve your Souls, come away from” theſe unſatisfying 
Vanities, and ſeek now afrer Heaven and Heavenly 
objects, making God your ultimate ead, and the full 
enjoyment! of him, your only , happinels ! Whar (alas) 
will your. Riches avail you without this Pearlof great 
price ! WHll the Shell withour the Kernel, will the 
Ciſtern without the , Founrain, will the Stars withour 
the S1n, give. content, and can make a day of hap- 
pineſs, and ſatisfaion in your immortal Souls > When 
a Man my Brethren, can ſow Grace in the furrows of 
his field, when he can fill his Barns with Glory, when 
he can get Baggs fall of Salvation, when he cag Plow 
up Heaven out of the Earth, and extra Godour of 
the Creatures ; then, bur not till then he may be able to 
fiad that in. them which will farisfy the unbounded de- 
ſires of his ©wn Soul. Be nor then any, longer fo fooliſh 
as to look for farisfation from yourCreature-enjoyments, 
referring the taſte of an Apple with ous firſt Parents, 
Fefore all the happineſs of th&Celeftial Paradiſe ! Your 
crearure comforts they are all of them impertinent,” and 
muſt needs upon that account bealtogether unſatisfying, 
as having no-due commenturation, nor ſutableneſs to the 
wants and exigencies of an immorral Soul. Whar one 
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(5) Pfal. 116. 7. 
fin 
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Þ tin is all rhe World able to expiate ?* What one miſery 
iS it able ro deliver you from * What one corruption 
can ir mortify. for you ? Wharone Grace can it enrich 
your Hearts with * What one glimpſe from Gcd's 
favourable countenance can it help you to? What one 
word of comfort can it ſpeak ro your troubled Con- 
ſciences, when diftrefled with the ſenſe of God's wrath 
and the dreadful pre-occupations of Erernal burnings 
in Hell? Indeed the favour of God; and the hope of 
Heaven : An intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, * and aflu e 
through him of Erernal Glory, theſe can-give ſatisfaQtion, 
as being every way ſurable ro, and commenſurate with 
our ſpiritual wants. Bur now the imperrinency of carth- 
ly enjoymeats is fifth that you can never make up a 
ſurable Eſtate for your Souls out of them, 'nor ſatisfy 
their unmeaſurable deſires at the dry and Breaſts 
of any Creature-comfort. Oh how Fooliſh then and 
irrational is every coverons Muck-worm + Phou haſt 
poſſibly Riches, and Honours, and Lands for thy por- 
tion : Bfit what will alltheſe avail rhee, what content and 
ſarisfaQtion can they give thee, not havingan mtereſt in 
the Lord Jehovah! (*) Behold the Fire and the Wood. 
but where is rhe Lamb for facritice fad ſas 16 Abrahbarx ! 

+ Thus may I fay to you, here you have Houſes and Lands, 
here you have Friends and worldlydignities: But where 
is your intereſt in the Lord Jefus ; where is the Grace 
of God to ſanftify you; where is the mercy of God to 
Pardon you; where is the love of God to comfort you ; 
where is the favour of God ro make glad your Souk, 
as the ftren of your Hearts and your portion for 
ever ? You have poſſibly the good things of this life ; 
bur where are the good things of a berrer” life ? And 
be it ſo that you ſhould abound, and be crowned with 
all varfety of Creature-comforts : Yet remember your 
Souls they will ti! be reſtleſs and for ever unfatisfiedz 
till you come to ret your ſelves in thedoway. Bofom 
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of f God' $ Shea love, and to have fulnifs fweer com- oy 


munion with him in Glory. 


= er all cre enjoyments the 
a ps Tx ſeaſon. Like a "rm Gourd, thcb 


are on" phdiceſ CE all our Earthly Comforrs, ing 
up in one Night, and y iſto mocking the 
_—_ night following. —_ we the longeſt leaſe of World- 

bur hor of hm it ym toon HOSE our ; our lives are 


te of. and. as 
vn, eels Br goo I 
po laſt long. What the reg of caiocs 


y be ſaid of all our odd accomodations 
ve Riches they ſhall cl ; or Relations af 
ſhall ceaſe; * whether you have Honors 


you 


cer 

in the W tut vaniſh _ {hall any 

Rick bor _— tecomgodaion uſual call ehir 
tches or a S. by the name of 

mr ee they are bur a ſhadow, wall 

_ —_— more when once the Sun of lives 

is gon down will feal a Eeaſe of ejement, 

and run of all. our poſſeſſions ; fychgx 

now evr forts atrend upon vs, whilſt we 


Tor and D_ kjay prowperiry, yer- when once we come to 
$ into Erernity, they will all forſake 
T _— —— keibwe how the Apoſtle Paul was accompanied 
by the Diſciples to rhe Shore, bur there they took theig 
leave of him : Thus your Honours, Riches, and Earthly 
enjoyments, they accompany youſto the Shore of 
Ereraity, .but there they will bid you farewel fot cvgr. 


WHY then will you fer your Hearts upon ſuch fa» 
ding Vanities, Jabouri ng more for the Meat that periſh- 
eh, than” for that which will endure ro Erernal Life ? 
ON 'Whar IE is Temporal: But what we fee not is 


DC—— =. 2 4. 


are 


of fubird os he £7.88, Þ 
\ 4+ 17. + 


truly 


LY 


by * 


" th 
oY Lk” 2 


ah * , (E LE bl 
amfort of Siox's Mourners. 197 


—_—— m 
- *And is not then. the gverlaſt 


fix H 

cortifient end ; 

ble igro duſt, leaye your Souls co fink.” 
of God's heavy Diſpledſute in Ereryial 


cile «ft, ims imrpoſſibile ur prafent ilecs qui 
rois, as lie wentrem, CO dic mot om 11 
ad thliciat 1r anſeas ;- wt its Thrr a &+ in 
\ Bern, de interiori Domo. Cap: 45. 
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to come; then takeheed that you do nor too eagerly 
rfae > Grp 


poral : of this World+! 

c) For whoever will have his Heaven-of Worldly proſ- 
perity ini this Life, "Muſt e IO portios ihen 
Hen of Wrath and endleſs Mi ery'in Life to came. 
He will live in pleaſure for a time ſhall for ever be 
- gt being a Righteous | God to ſens 

tence al} ro Erernal | Who have 
preferred their the Happineſs 


Eagthly enjoyments. before 
and Glory*of Heaven it fel (4) Thus Diverwho in his 
Life cime regtived his goon edi Lazaru re- 
ceived his-evif things, whiſs he "was rormenred 'in 
Hellih flames, when that poor Man was comforted ip 
Abrabani''s Balom : Only chus -far "Jer me caution you; 
that every one who proſpers in this Life cannor properly 


be ſaid ro receive His good things: («) Nor can every one 
who bn p be ſaid ro 7 > any 7 his evil 
r 


things : : receive Si ings in. their Life 
—$—— —— 
(c) Ruiettalerit bene wviuere ad Lenapus, po vive in &= 
tern cur guim [ententis Dei ad Eterin penam, 
nals Teil bets, na prepoſuit, Lattane. Tib. & vita 
ra. . 665. ? 


(4) © 1G, 25. | 

Attend anus divitem purpur atim, &- pauperem Lazarum :/- 
lum poſt epulas flammis perennib1s tradituny ; iſhum poſh erion- 
nes in aterna, finis hrahe quicte ſecurum. Fulgent. ad Ve- 
nant-"epiſt. 7. pag. mihi 574. p | , 

(ec) Now emer autem Juuizhona preſentis ite habent ous 
preſent is vite recipiant ; nec ennes qui mala bujts vite pati- 
untur, mals hujus vite recipiunt : Sed ili recipiunt bona in 
wita ſua, qui in gddio ot deliciis vite preſentis exultant, & 
in to ſe beatos credunt, quod ſe null concuti adverſitate conſpi- 
ciunt ; ii qutems mals recipriint if wits ſus, qui prefſuras 
cribulatione: praſentis vice cum timore Dei tolerant, & in corde 
conttits '& humiliate non temporalia gaudla fed aterna [uſpi- 
ry mee tronſitura bona, ſed 9 op defiderant. Ide. 
ibid. ' 
ky tume, 
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time, who place the 
Pleaſures 


accomodatzons, 

in Helliſh Flames> whe 
do pati undergo all preſeat AﬀfiQio: 
Lazarus for ever in the ſweet entrancing Bok 
Abraham Y &” + - 
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contemmunt , s erernis ignibus ſunt concremandi ; att wers, 
mala temporalia cum timore Dei patienter tolerautyheterns qui» 
ere potituri Juns. Fulgenc. Bpilt. « ad Venanc. pagh*s573. ner 
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(f) Qui gaudiis temporalibus obleFaritur, & jeſſs FOES 
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The Deftrice farther improyd” by way of 
mend when wngoaly (Per= 
Arg Tod 06-85. hy the Pleaſures of Sin, 
& ecompence FBI Z ana 
I ewing El i Prattioe 3 in 


SH Particnlars. 


"TE." to feek IE 4 Erzrnity of Hea- 
t 


«jelly our ſelves ienc continuance in 
to all thoſe 


daily Pro-® 
Som Wes Lufts out makin 2 making al ould 


© ear A hes, but” they ſeek 
coal Peaſe, ing the y 


= 


unmixed J igUnes, as of thoſe feculent and ſordid 
Dclig 586 of Sin, whilf indul- 
ging "heir own bs ieith a SHY zres. Such oy 
all thoſe who ole a Tavern befor&the Sanfuary ; 

Scrumpets agms, before their Sovianes embraces. cheBowls 
of Bacchus, Hefore the- Cup of Salvatzon ; and carouſing 
Healths their ungodly = 4 before thoſe Ri- 
vers of unperiſhable Pleaſures, water the Garden 
&f God in Paradiſe for evermore ! Oh, but how is it that 
for the ei =04 noyfome Carrion of beftial Delights, 


POND one \ > ook the EE of Heavenly Joys ? 


ro make Sin the ob- 
je& of —_ Joy, t Thea light, the Ccn- 
ere 2 your: Delires, atd che: ereſn you would, 


con- 


On OI > > 0 OED nn Ec EI — DEI Oe ID cn 
_— - - - —_ 


EP < l 


9 AT -vsx. -X 
toe Sac. . * 
* " 
_ CI — 
: jw _ 


of Siom's Mor ners. 201 
—_ — — 


ou to tek after Glory, and Hongur 
Jad Ecernal Life ip. the Ki of 


plexing difquietments ? - 
| us who wear 
ſtians, bur yer 
cur, that gr 
tious 60, mak 
Omege of all their Happi 
had a far more noble th 
a & the greateſt Pleaſure'to conrema al 
w 


IR theſe reckon is for the high: 2con*brWligty rc 
live in them. Such Volyptuous Waoyor ul JtreE 


heroick Spiric than ſa 


to take 2n earneſt of it, cofitfaually ſoaking | 
their own intemperance, and brutiſh luxury. They look 
after no other Heaven than-only to ga ſin to 'Hell ; 
and though you give theat the greareſt variety of delight- 
ful objeCts, yet they cannot be Merry, unlels they may 
have Treaſon againſt Heaven ir ſelf for che game,and the 
Devil for their playfellow. But be aſhamedy oh carnal 
Gofpelers thus to give up the ſtrength of Jour Souls ut + 
the ſervice of ſenſug#Pleatures, making light inthe mean * 
time of Heaven and Glory together with;thoſe nnſuſhed 
Pxradifical Pleaſures whicks are at God's right Hund for 
evermore ! Oh let not that be marter of Pleaſure and De- 
light ro you, which'lay fo heavy epon the Soul £ 
bleſſed Redeemer ! Did Chriſt bleed, and groan apd*dic 
to ſave you ous Sins, and ye& will you live. with 
delight ia Whe Pleaſures 'of Sin? How eugr can You 
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have.a good thought of Sin, when you. look upon it «s 
" that which brought down the Son of Ged+from Heaven, 


and rhat quringrey the Lord of Lite and Glory ? Mult 
the b&oved Son of God undergo. the curſe due ro your 
Sins, and muſt he alſo humble. himſelf unto Death to pur- 
chaſe for,you the reward of Life everlaſting, that after all 
this you ſhould updervalue his Love, and make light of {o 
great Salvati Eine the Pleaſufes of Sin, which are 
but for 2 ſeaſon, before it. Will you ſee (Ipbeſecch you) 
your folly inthe glaſs of theſe7enluing conſiderations ? 
a £ 2K 


(1) CONSIDER wus. thillelight im carnal Fleaſurgs, it 
argues .geur Souls to be utterly ooia of Grace, and dead in fin. 
Where eyer Grace comes with poger it morrifies all vile 
affe&: ons, and* quite alienates ch&Heart from all ſinful 
deligt that.xw hoeyer delights in the Pleaſures of Sin, 
to be, he 4s. yet in a ſtate of Nature, and was never 
bravght ngoer the Power of converting Grace. (a) A 


Man cannot be a_ gracious Man : Nor is it 


volu 

poſſible for e Dove -of true Piety: to find any place 
whereon to relt the ſole of her foot, in a deluge of carnal 
Pleaſures: Our firſt Parents by eating of the forbidden 
fruit, they laſt theiggright ro the [Tree of Life, and were 
ſhut out of Para _—_ (6). By feeding with delight upon 
the forbidden fruit of Sin, Men forfeit their right to all 
ſaving Grage, and muſt need be ſhut out of Gods pre- 
ſence whaichit$ betrer than life it ſelf, as that alone which 
can quicken, and revive a, dead Soul. Tis the dead Fiſh 
only and not the livin thar are carried away with the 
ſtream : Thus when Men azetcargied away with a deluge 
of Sin, andiwim willingly down the Nceam of carnal de- 
tghbrs, its a*fgn they were never alive - unto God, but 
that ſtill they age dead in treſpaſſes and Sins. Hence the 
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(.r) Rrcmanmedim impeſſlile oft ut ignis flammam conoipiat 
in aqui, ita <drany / voluptates mundi, cn panitentia 
Chriffiand# 97 METS Q ho. Caſman. 

(6) To «rdyi #71, dd wr Cond) ndger, mapa 
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Widow who indulges a ſenſual apperire wy in Plex- 
ſure, (:) is hid ap be dead whilſt the lives. Who eyer | 
: hath Pleaſure ir unrighteouſneſs, delighring in that as . 
' his proper element, he hath no pridtiple” of: Lite and 7 - 
j Grace abiding in him, bur is ſpiricnally dead, whilſt be | 
Il lives in the a _—_ tr ey is {weet to our caſte 
and we delight our felves ig u;,' is the rgigning pow- 
er of Sin, (ooneiting beraiet us and +0555 Fav 
and that indeed is rot only the Death, bur rhe Hell of 
every graceleſs' Soul. . -A' Life 'of ſenſuali peaks that 
Man to be ſpiritually dead, who in ſuch a'manger lives 
afrerthe Fleſh. (d) Forifyou hve after the Fleſh (faith 
Sr. Paul) ye ſhall die. When Mengive their full conſenc 
to ſinful deſires} not anly committing iniquity Bur hav- 
ing Pleaſure therein Not only efteeming a tinifal Life 
to be happy,bur alſo countiag ir their Wiſdom 4 
fanc Eſau to ſell their” Eternal Birth-right tor one” meis%of 
ſuch portage ; why this now 35 to live after the Fleſh, 
and whoever thus lives, he is dead whilſt he lives. © Doth 
then thy fihcy run in 'a way of Sinful obje&swirh de- 
light, raking thoughr for the Fleſh ro fulfil ain the, 
luſts thereot? Doſt thou make thy (If rhe ſtand#dþg and 
L thy ſenſual appetite the rule 0 *Scky on9? Haſt 
. thou an Heart carried oat conrinually after imfal obje&ts 
if abſent, deſiring, and grieving for them ; but if pre-" 
ſent, rejoicing, and'delighting in them '? How dreadful, 
oh brutith Sinner is ,chy preſent — to - 
enjoy the Pleaſyres of>$in be the Life of rhy Sou), irs 
eſtcanged from rheiLife of God, and rhou art dead rhough 
thou liveſt ! (:) There {a Death faith Philo of the Man, 
(c) x Tum. 5. 6. "* 
 Anererdreny 5 © Sa; evo; v crude, mo © TW - 
wodp dy youCerp 4a. Wy, dTepuaria tor Ana Clem, A, 
lexand. Pzdag. lib. 3. cap. 7. pag. 272. | 
(a) Rom. 8. 13. 
. (t) 6i7)@& i Kdrar®, 3 ws drorime; 3% Tg 
il) & ; © ad ty ar9gons 2eumn@ wnplvyns dm TY dw 
$ 4warQ; 05 Vuyic wif pra Th, xa; 5 ardoiis. 
Philo. Leg. Alleg. lib. 
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and there is a Death ofthe Soul :- The firſt which he calls 
the Death of the Man that's the ſeparation of the Soul 
feom the Body-; the ſecond, which he calls the Death ot 
the Soul, that flands'in the want of Grace, and the pre- 
ſence of Sin. 'Tho-then thy Soul be nor ſeparared from 
thy Body, yer what will ali-this avail,ſo long asthou liveſt 
in Sin, which the moſt- dreadful Death, -and wanteſt 
the Grace Gollwhichindeed is the Life-of thy Soul * 
Did the: Body of thy deareſt Relation'lie dead upon the 
floor, what a woful SpeQtacle would it be, and how bit- 
rerly would thow weep-over it.? Bur O Sinner thy Im- 


* mortal Soul, which ſhouſd- be more preciouſly in 
. ExE ys 2 gs thy Relations 1n the World, that lies 


it®Sin,-r's eſt from God tlie Fountain of 

Life, ir hath no int zn-Chrift the Prince of Life, i: 
hacks iomin the Holy Ghoſ the Spirir of Life ; ir 
hath neither Part nor Lotan Eternal Glory the Crown 
of Life ; and is not rhis a far /more {ad and wofnl Spe- 
Qacle, ſuch 2s may well rum thy Head into Water, and 
y Eyevintq'a Fountain of Fears *. Ob whawtſhould $111 
By Heart with - Groans, thy  Eyzs with:Tears, and thy 
Mouth with - doleful. Complaints, if nor this, to fee thy 
Soul withour#Life, withour God-and Chriſt; and with- 
our all hope” of: Erernal-Glory in the World ? Canſt 
thou weep birterly-for a dead Relation, and yet canſ: 
thou not weep for thy ſelf, -haſt thou: no Tears co ſhed 
over a dead Sou] ? For a Man-to be killed by Sin, and 
yer to live ro Sin, taking pleafure therein, what a wo- 
ful condition is this ? It- yet one haſt pleaſure 
in unrighteouſneſs, to be ſure the :Tokens of Death are 
UPON Ces haſt neither Lite;,*nor yer any hope of 
Erernal Life abiding in thee ! A Soul raking. delight in 


- the pleaſures bf Sin, it's a dead Soul ; * and a Dead Soul, 


it ſhall never ſee Life, but the Wrath 'of God'abides up- 


on it ! 


ns 


* John 3. 36. * 


(:) CONSTDERTo long a: you take delight "In the 
pleaſures of fin, you" remain uncapable of, and can never 
enjoy communion apith God, If conformity be .thar which 
capacirates for-a communion, then doubtleſs ,an 
unholy fianer that © pleaſure in unrighreouſneſs, is 
alr er unfit for communion with/an holy Gad, {+) 


where firſt - there is nor ſome fimili What  feUow- 
ſhip can there-then be berwixt the great Go@ who is 
all light, and profane ungodly finners del:ighting-chem- 
ythere b Galowip tarwixe you. and. che God of 
2 n ip derwixt you, of” 
Heaven : (6) Bur then if you walk in dar making 
ſin your delighr, hee, -(airh- the le) and do 
riot the truth. nn exempt privi and that 
which .is peculiar to the 'pure in Heart, that they {þa!l 
fee God, and communion with him. (c) Hence 
Sr. Pau!» purs the (queſtion, intending thereby amore 
veliement negation, what fellowſhip hathrighreouſneſs 
with unfightcoufnefs, and _ whar commynion hath lighr 
with darkneſs, and what concord hath Chriſbwith Be- 
lial? We- ſee by experience, the darkneſs cometh nur 
ill the light be gone, and when the tight comerh the 
darkneſs vaniſheth , they cannot dwell rogerther, it being 
the narure of things contrary "mutually to take away 
each other : ,Thus the intinirely holy God, and a xo- 
lupruous ſordid Sinner who. hath pleaſure in unrigh- 
reouſneſs, they are of fuch contrary natures, that the 
can no more have-Fellowthip rogerher, than the cleare 
Light, and che thi darkneſs. Amongſt all the crea- 
rure, there are it Tan have commynior with any 
that live. not the ſame lifewirch thetnſelves ; as a Planc 
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whoſe life is only vegetative, can have no communion 
witha beaſt whoſe life is ſenfirive.; neither can a beaſt 
have communion with Men, becauſe they: live a. rational 
(a) life : Thus all ſenſual wicked Men, they are eſtrang- 
a from the life of God, they live a life of ſenſuality 

elighring in-fin as their proper Element, and therefore 
can have no . communiorts_ at. all with God, whoſe life is 
a life of unchangably bleſſed and ſporleſs Holineſs. Oh 
then how miſerable is condition of all voluptuous 
ſenſualiſts, who.render ther - uncapable through 
their brutiſh Inſts of communion-with an holy God ! 
Nichgel and the Dragon, could not agree in one Hedwen, 
* nor the Ark. and Dagon in one Houſe ; nod more can 2 
wicked Man, and an holy God agree to have communion 
together. Your carnal. pleaſures, they ſhut out from 
communion with God, as the Plague of leproſy ſhut our 
of the Camp, debarring a Man ..from all-ſociety with 
ſuch as were clean. G) And had you rather with the 
Prodigal be feeding upon Husks amongſt Swine, than 
ro feed with oy t upon this bread of life in your fa- 
thers Houſe ? Will you. ſtill go on. to preferr theſe 
Onyons. and Gazlick of Egjp:, your carnal delights, and 
pleaſurable vanities, before all rhe delicious Cluiters of 
Canaan, before rhe hidden Manna of Sweet communion, 
and fellowſhip of an«holy God? Poor brutiſh ſinners, 
did you but know hy experience, whag it is to walk 
in 'the light of God's countenance, whet ic is to enjoy 
his favour, what it is to be under his ſmiles in the face 
of Chriſt, to receive daily the freſh communications of 
his love, and for ever to havaithe ſweet influences of 
theſe heavenly Pleiades falling downflike a Golden ſhowr 
into your own boſoms, oh how quickly would you nau- 
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| (@) Epheſ,. 4. 18. 

(e) tn his rebus que inter ſe pugnant, ita, ut neutrs ferat 
alterius conſortium, quotiens banc amplefimur, illam abdics- 
VIMUS, Quatiens unam rejiormus, alteram agnoſcinm;. Cyprian. 
de dypl. Martyr. pag. Goo, , 
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ſeate all carnal delights, how quickly would you come 
off with ſhame” and ſelf-abhorrericy trom your pleaſura- 
ble' vaniries, making choiceof Colpmunion with God as 
the' only Paradiſe- of true delight, and Soul-ſarisfying 
pleaſures in” all the World. (f) Oh therefore do bur 
taſt and ſep how good the Lord is, and whar fulneſs of 
joy you my have in communion with him! You have 
long been ſucking the Breaſt of carnal delights, and 
taſting how good the pleaſures of ſin are, though bur 
for a ſeaſon! Come now in like manner, and draw the 
* fincere' milk of comfort from *the breaſts of Divine 
piS#miſes ; lay your mouths ro the Hony-Comb of Hea- 
venly corfimunion ; ſit you down a little under the 
ſhadow of the moſtHigh,aſcend with God into the Mounr 
of rransfiguration, take a turn or two with him in the 
Galleries of love, and if you find not a day thusſpent 
to be better, more laden «with Fruits of Paradiſe ro re- 
freſh and make glad your Souls, than a thouſand elſe 
where, then turi aſide again ro your carnal plea- 
ſures, renounce this Heavenly Canaar 2s a barren Wil- 
derneſfs, and ge back to the fleſh-porsof your ſenſual de- 
lights in Egypr, and ſparenot! Bur oh the fulneſsof joy, 
and divine fatisfaftion of a Man walking cloſe in com- 
munion with God ! You may as well perſwade the 
moſt pompous Moharch faring deliciouſly every day 
to lay aſide his princely Robes, to deſert his Throng,and 
go feed upon husks with the Prodigal, asa Man walking 
in communion with God to leave off that holy praiſe 
for thoſe pleaſures of fin which are but for aſeaſon! You 
that are acquainted With God, know the ſweetneſs of 
it, and having ha@ a raft, cannot but delire more. (g) 
And I tell you Sirs, communion with God, this is none 
other but the Houſe,of God, and this 1s the vo gate of 
Heaven, to uſe Facoh's words : And yet out of this for a 
little wanton dalliance, for a little ſenſnal delights, and 


.fugared poyſon, do 'all wicked "arid ungodly Men ex- 
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(f) Pfal. 74. 8. 
(gs) Gen. 28. 17. 5070 
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clude themſelves ! Whilſt we walk communion EX 
God, we ger ſome glimpſes of bis Glory ; and though 
we cannot get up wito Heaven, yer we find Heaven 
itſelf y times let down into our Souls : Bur then 
this 35 the childrens bread, which thoſe that have plea- 
ſure in. vnrighrebufneſs muſt. not think to feed upon 3 
their portion is ,with NebuchagnezZar to go a grazing 
amonglt rhe Beaſts of the field ; and though they count 
their carnal delights, to be an Heaven upon Earth, yer 
indeed they are entxed already within the Suburbs of 
Hell : Fox whoever is ſhur out from communion with 
God hath already begun his (b) Hell: The greateſt 
emphaſis of Hell and damnation mainly inf in 
the finners Eternal ſeparation from the God of Heaven. 
Oh then if any thing will make you break off your fins 
dy repentance, and abandon all the pleaſures of ſin which 
2r6,but for a ſeaſon, let the fear, let the miſery of lofin 

he happinieſs of conmmunBn with God prevail wit 

Vou to Jo it! Haſt thou fianer, any Juſt that will be in- 
ſtead of communion with an infinitely holy God to thy 
Sou! ? Or is there any ſuch pleaſure in fin as can fully 
make amends for the lofs of Divine favour, and the 


+a a> 


ſee his fmiles, who have pleaſure m ſin, never fearing 
bis frowns. , 


 (;) CONSIDER Men dcelighting in the pleaſures of 
ſn. they dowalk direfily Antipodes to the Grace of Goh, and 


— 


(+) 2 Theſl. 5, 9. 
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turn it into wdutonneſs. (i) The Grace of God, that 
teacherh us to deny ungodlineſs,. and worldly luſts : Burt 
ſuch as have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, they deny the 
grace of God, for their worldly luſts, and carnal con- 
renrments. Their profeſſion is Chriſtianity, which gb- 
ligerh them to be holy : Bur their praQtiſe is ſenſual and 
brutifh, as. if they wete aſhamed of being ſuſpefed for 
too * much holineſs. They gretend a Freedom from the 
guilt and impuration of fin: Bur that they abuſe for 
an encouragement to. wallow in the Filth and pollution 
of ſin. They will confidently lay claim to Chriſts legal 
righteouſneſs without them : Bur they chuſe to. hve 
withour His Gelpe) righoooulheſ within them. Its enough 
for them to be juſtified, they never ſeek ro be ſanRiified, 
bur let looſe the Reins to all licentiouſneſs ; as if there 
were not due preparation for Erernal life by inherent 
righteouſneſs, as well as of a Title to erernal hfeand ſal- 
vation by imputed. righreouſneſs. The Lord Jeſus, as 
they ume- is become their Redeemer ; and therefore 
thele profuſe riorous Sinners, they will run in God's 
debr, committing fin with delight, and living in it 
withour . remorſe, becauſe Chriſt hath paid all the ſcore, 
He hath redeemed his people from the curſe of thelaw ; 
and erakars apaks praftical Antinomians, they reſolve 
to lead really accurſed lawleſs lives, as if an open trade 
in Halls Commgeen s, were licenced, and ſealed by 
the Blood of Chriit. The Gracg of God in the Goſpel 
hath no other improvement amongſt ſuch wicked fen- 
ſualiſts, bur ro make them the more ungracious : * And 
all the uſe they make of it, is to ſtrengthen their Hands 
in wickedneſs, that they may fin fecyrely. Thus Mn 
pf corrupt minds, and reprobate concerning the faith, 
they will therefore take liberty to fin that Grace may 
abound : So that as Zuingliw well faid, if they were 
called Satanifts, in ſtead of Chriſtians, there were no need 
of other manners. O calamity never enough to be deplc- 
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(7) Titus 2. 12. n 
red! 
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red ! (t) We do with ſuch infamy diſgrace thenoble, 
and; truly precious name of* Chriſt, as. if like Mercury, 
he were the God and Patron of uſury, theft, and aJl 
licentioulneſs. But why do you Aarrer yourſelves with 
the Chriſtian name, when this moſt ſacred name inſtead 
of expiating doth - but aggravat2 your guilt ? Can you 
think that Chriſtianity wilt be a Santuiry from the wrarh 
of God to thoſe, who by their unmortified luſts, and 
unchriſtian lives are daily eclipfing his Glory ? (4) Will 
it profit yoy to be called Chriſtians, when for blaſphe- 
ming that holy name, you are like to fink deeper in Hell 
than the worft of Hearhens ? Whar cho 'the Goſpel be 
fall of Grace, and peace, and all fpirirval Cofdials for 
Heart-broken Sinners, ſo long as you turn that Grace into 
wantonneſs, not accepting of terms of peace, but as 
carnal delighting to go on in the conſtant violation of 
God's holy Commandmenrs ? Can you think thar the 
willful abuſers of Grace, will be ſuffered ro hide them. 
ſelves no _ gr of free race? _ thoſe have 
the peace of God for their portion, who by their bruriſh 
tuſts make war againſt Heaven, and bid Siftince to God 
himſelf 2 Will the Lord ever comfort thoſe with Goſpel 
Cordials, whoſe only comfort it 15 ro lead ungofpel Lves, 
taking pleaſure in ſin? Be no longer deceived, neither 
God nor his G#ſpel will bE mocked by you ! The Sweet- 
eſt Wine degenerates into rhe ſharpeſt Vinegar : $6 
the Grace of Gol in Ghrift, when,gluſed for an occaſion 
to ſin, doth m:ngle rhe Wine of aſtoniſhment with moſt 
Aiming ingredients for al] choſe who thus turn it into 
wanto:ineſs. For Men under Coſfpel-light to have fel. 
Icwſhip with the unfruicful works of darkneſs, is a 
God-provoking fin. We. never ſo much diſpleaſe the 
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(k) Nobile illud, > were precioſum Chriſti nomen tant d cums 
infamid conſpuimus, perinde ac ſi tuſtar Mercurii, uf we, furt:, 
omniſque petulantie Deus ac Patrenus ſit. Zuing. de intemer, 
Ve . Pag. 349. 
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Lord, as when we moſt indulge ourſelves in carnal 
pleaſures : Then is the Grace of God moſt egregiouſly 
abuſed, when Men take encouragement from it ww” 
on in making proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the Juſts 
thereof. Such croſs the great end of God's Grace, and 


walk mr. oppolite to the grand deſign of” 
Chriſt in the Goſpel. 


(a) The great end of God's pardoning Grace, and the 
grand delign of Chriſt in the Goſpel, is the deſtroying, 
not the favouring of Sin ; the healing,nor rhe increaſing of 
the wound ; a Pious and Holy,nat an impious and profane 
Life. Sinners, believe it, Chriſt never; came down from 
Heaven to £159 you 2 priviledging licence to walk on 
merrily in the way of caznal Pleaſure, which leads to 
Hell. (5) The redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, irs an 
Eternal obligation to ſervige, not a Door opened to ſenſu- 
ality : It's a bridle.to curb our Jaſcivious Fleſh, not a 
feaſt intended to feed and. pleaſe ir. . Juſtification by the 
merits, and SanRtificationby the Spirit of Chriſt are inſe- 
parable Concomirants. en Chriſt had his fide pierced 

BK a ſpear,there iſlued forth Warer and Blood : And to 
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e that is not ſpriokled with the Warer. from his 
imphre luſts, hath neicher. part nor lot in the Blovd of 
Chriſt. , (c) The Lord Chriſt defigngd thig in his Death, 
that his rene Huey {ſhould ngt live untg themſelves in 
the luſts oFconcupiſcegce, but wholly unto him who di- 
ed for them, and roſe Fain. He cathe into the World to 
deſtroy the works. of the Devil ; not to purchaſe Men a 
licence to do the Devils work. (4) When he died it was 
to purifie himfelf a peculas People  2ealous of God's 
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(a) Fit nobis tvenia won gue peccata foveat, ſid que ad pit 
ſanvAfeque wviyendi fludia nos revocer, Marlorat. 

(6b) Redemptio nos obſtr:Fos tenet, ac ſub tbedientie frano 
cohibet carnis noſtre laſciviam. Cal, 

(c). 2 Cor. 5. 15. 

(4) Tit. 2. 14. 
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works : Not to patronize impure Hearts, allowing them 
to ſport themſelves in the works of unrighteouſneſs. In 
one word, the deſign of Chriſt was not only to keep Men 
from being Veſſels of Wrath, but alfo co make them veſ- 
. fs of Honour. Confider then what you- do , when de- 
lighting in your carnal pleafures, and how ſadly you 
the Grace of God into wanroneſs! 'Oh tis ſad in- 
deed when Men. grow the more wanton for Mercies ; 
che more ſecure, becauſe of Divine * Patience, and the 
more ſenſua}, delighring irr the Pleafures of Sins becauſe 
Chrift hath puri redemptionfor loft Sinners ! Whar, 
muſt rhe beloved Son -of God1e bitterly groan and bleed 
and'die for our Sins, and ſhall we fti!! live in them with 
Jebel, as in our proper elemenc.? Was it a light mar- 
ter that made Chriſt ſweat drops of clodded Blood, and 
for which the Lord _of Glory muſt 'die the Death ?-Oh 
why ſhould we ſtillhave Pleaſure in Sin, which mingled 
ſd bitter a'Cup for our bleſſed Redeemer ® When thus 
we abuſe if, we maki our Enemy - So that 
where-ever his Grace is d , his wrath will take 
place. (z) Whoſaever do indulge "themſelves in Their 
carnal pleafures under a pretence of Chriſt's patronage 
ſhall moſt dreadfaly, ſmart for their blaſphemy; under 
the ſevereſt ſtroke of his Eternal ' diſpleaſure. You muſt 
not always thifik to -wantonnize it, fHIl living ypon the 
abuſe of Goſpel Grace: Bux if Nil you mgſs hght of 
thar great ſalvation, Mever. thi t your Carnal plea- 
ſures will ere long expoſe. you to afar more exceeding 
and Erernal des. of damnation-in Hell ! 


(4) Conſider, your carnal pleaſures they degrade the Soul, 
and make it become like the Briges that periſh. here ſenfu- 
ality bears the rule, ſhe will never ſuffer reaſon to enter 
in at the gate, as well knowing that whoever bath the 
Jeaſt of what ſenſualiry defires, hath a great" deal more 
than ſound reafon alloweth. And what 1s theres that can 
more brutify the Soul of a-rational Man, and degrade it 
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from the excellency of its own being into the likeneſs of 
aft, than to Jive in thoſe Pleaſures which the difQtates 
of right reaſon do condemn ? (f )Tuly, tho an Heathen, yer 
thought him unworthy the name of 3 Man, who thould 
ohe Day in om Pleaſures. And Marcus Aurelius, 
he was wont t eſt, that though = Gods would par 
don him, and yy would not hate him, yer he would 
hot allow himſelf in any fenſual conrentments for 


vilenefs of them, - When an 1 live dy che chate bru apps 
rite, MR oy Tim. they do bur 
under ) Al the 4 d ncibetwiar 


5 Qands mainly in the bo- 
ein 


elſe Por og ps differ from 'druic 
making np of ro ay! things, devotes 


their Pleaſures as welt hs 
| nfm ye only as © for a os Soul NA feed 
u ty uch as ritual an an aveniy ex- 
| craft (b) The Pr: Ji of a Wicked Man, which 
Joal a) of of tem afrigs ſome eartal and. bruciſh frui- 
tion, are Ebeſcemiing Chriſkan, in whoſe 
Heart LS py arg, af Heaven and Glory, 
do even in eLif by ſweet anticipation concentricite 
themſelves. Nor are the Pleaſures of a Swiniſh ſenfualift 
rolling himſelf in the dirt and flthinef of carnal cotitent- 


———— 
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(f) LT" dignns nomine banunis que vel unuwn d':m t6- 
tum velit efſe in velupt atibus. Cicero lib. 2. de Finib: 

(8).OvNv Dagint {&r9Ypoa@ &xgpTh; Snely Ts dua5t- 
TS. Ogrg 29 ag regnee, uf ono T7 #)&ﬆ 
& mn] G- T&gTe bn mop 3 73 yr Pagiggt IH dpport- 

Twp Bagxnuaay * Socrates in*Xenophon. 

(b) "Aakiverey 2a? $ dayTrs prrotghiag & TW Ea 
tebra@y 6 ndVs 37 3%; axath; oi may 8i&. Clem. Alex. 
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ments, any more to compare with the Pleaſures of a 
Child of God delighting himſelf in the ſweee contempla- 


tions of Heaven and , than the courſeſt Bread with 
our fineſt Mancher, or that fulſome Water which gr 


kind of percolation ſoars out of a filthy d A 
with thoſe more pure clarified Streams which flow 
a living Fountain. - Why then will you be like the Beaſts 


that periſh, {till ing away in Pleaſures wanton Lap ? 
| ic your Honour toe degrade tom your 
to go a grazing with Ne- 


nor any-thin 
you A rg 
n ghr of Nature 
faw ſo much rurpitude in a Li Pleaſure, 
they accounted it the Life of a Beaſt, eſteeming it as the 
f , to contemn all carnal Plea- 
ſures, and live above chem. And will you'then thar live 
in « Goſben. of Goſpel-4i ze ſhort of , tak- 
ing Pleaſure in the uitfal. Works of (a) 
which their Star-light conderans, as betrer becoming irra- - 


tional Brutes than immortal Souls? What Man not 
rather die, ſaith Tuly, as cired by that Chriſtian Cicero La- 
Hantins, to be rurned into the form of 4 Beaſt, 
though Nilkhe ſhould rergin the mind of a Man? But oh 
how much more mi le is if forFone ro be in the form 
of a Man, and yet of '@ brutiſh Mind delighting in the 
ſame ſenſual Pleaſureswith tr Beaſts thar periſh ? 
Remember O Man how miſerab Crown falls from 
thy Head, how rhou turneſt thy Glory into Shame, how 
thou degradelt thy ſelf into the naſtineſs of a very Bruit, 
and expoſeſt thy ſelf co the ſcorn of the whole creation, 
when wallowing in the mire of thy ſenfual Pleaſures ? 
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(i) Preclare M. Tullius, $i nemo eft inquit, quin emeri 
malit, quam converti in aliquam figuram beſftie, wu ho- 
minis mentem fit habitarus, quanto eft miſerius in Cd: Fenn 
14 arimodeeferate ? Lakt. Jaſtitur. lib.5. cap. rr. pag 489. 
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(4) CONSIDER Men delighting in the Pleaſures of Sin, 
they can never enter into the Kingdom of God, nor ever coms - 
ith = into the place of his holy habitation. Such as feed with delight - 
upon cheſeQatons and Fleſh-pors of Mg ypr,they muſt never 
think to raſt any gips Cluſgers of Canaan, nor to feed up- 
on the _ of Life in the Paradiſe of God. Phe King- 
dom of Heaven, 1t's a peculiar place prepared for a pecu- 
liar People : Nor for {uch as turn the Grace of God in- 
ro wantonneſs, defiling themſelves with every impure 
luſt ; but for rhoſe who through the Grace of God are 
clothed with the Robes of Holineſs, endeavouring to 
cleanſe themſelves from all filchineſs of Fleſh and Spirit. 
(4) Heaven, my Brethren, ir's a pure Manſion, it's an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled; and therefore whatſo- 
ever defileth, or 15 unclean, can neverenter into it. Tis. 
nor enough that Heaven is prepared for us, but 
we alſo muſt be. prepared for H_—_ , would we 
ever enjoy it. (m) Thoſe only may look for the 
inheritance of Saints in light, who x h che mor- 
tification of rheir vrle : ions, are made meet for 
it, havigg no fellowſhip with the unfruicful Works of 
Darknefs. A Man having the Leprofie upon him, was 
thur out of the camp, and might not come among God's 
People in the Earrhly Tabernacle : Thus he that hath a 
Leproſy of Sin upon him, polluting himſelf with carnal 
Pleaſures, will undoubredly be ſhur our of the Camp of 
glorified Souls, and muſt never think to come wirhin the 
Heavenly Tabernacle. (#) When once our firſt Parents 
hall ſinned, they were driven out of Paradiſe, and kept 
off from rhe Tree of Life by the Cherubims flaming 
ſword ; Thus Sirs, whatever Sin you take Pleaſure in, it 
will drive you our of Heaven, 2nd may we!l be likened 
to the Che: ubims flaming Sword, ro keep you from ever 
f:eding upon the Tree of Lite! And is it nothing do 
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(!) 1 Per i Revel. 21. 27. 
(m) Cololl. 1. 22. 


(n) Conflituir Dens Adammwn in P.yr1dily rinacen in, oxtite 
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you think to miſs of Ererna] Life, and for ever to fall 
morr of Heavens Glory ? Or till raking delight in 
the Pleaſures of Sin, will you promile your ſelves 
thoſe Pleaſures, which are at God's right hand for ever- 
more ? Can you ever imagine that Coats and Swine! muſt 
enter into the new F-r«{a/-» ? Shall corruption inherir 
incoruption, and thoſe that ſuffer Their vile affeQions ro 
run riot, counting fellowſhip wih the untruicful works 
of Darkneſs rheir chiefe(t d4ciighr, muſt chev look roi thine 
like bright Stars 1m rhe Fixmament of heavenly Glory 

(») Know you not (faich the Apoſtle) that the Unrigh*- 
tous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Gol ? Be not de- 
ceived, for neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adul- 


terers,nor Effeminare,nor abuſers of themſelves with Man- 


kind,nor T hieves,nor Coverous, nor Drunkards, nor Revi- 
lers, nor Extortiomers ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. 
Believe it Sinners, whatever good thoughts you may have 
of your carnal Plealures, yer will vou tiad them a 7acob 
taking from you the Birth righr of He -aven, and deceivins 
you of the Blefling of Ecernal Glory ! How dare you then 
live one moment longer In the Pleatures of Stn, when 

vou know they will rob you of your Crow n, and for ever 
thur your Souls out of Heavenly CGilory * Oh Sinners 
what prodigious folly are you guilry of, thus to fel! your 
Birth-righr for a mz15 of Pottage, and let go Heaven for 
a little carnal contentment ! Do you know what you do, 
when thus you ler run rior, Inventing Þ! od 1: 210US vw ays 
of ſinning 7 to ſatisfic your brurith apperice 7 Have you any 


Init that will countervail the loſs of Heaven. or any of 


your carnal Pleatures that can make amends tor the Joſs 
of Eternal Glory ? What are the cups of Bc, to the 
Cup of Salvation whoſe ingredients arte nothing but Lave 
and Erernal Iweetnels? What are the dainties of a D: ver, 


ro the Marriag 43 pp r ot rhe great King, to which the 
People of God {ha " all (it dow nu 1th 4 Fulneſ, of [)c JT ghe * 
Whar ave the fmiles of }inms, to the light of God's coun: 


tenance, when ſhining upon us in its noon-day bright 
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nel > What,in a word, are all the unchaſt arms of a laſs 
civious Latis, to the delicioup chaſt embraces of Chriſt our 
Redeemer, in the downy bodlom of whoſe Love all believ- 
ers ſhall reſt themſelves, and therein take up with ſatisfa- 
Gtion their Eternal repoſe * Who then but a Man diſtra- 
Qed wou!ld deprive himfelf of Erernal heavenly Pleaſures, 
fur the Pleaſures of Sin which are but for a ſeaſon. To 
ſee God as he is, to behold rhe King in his Glory, to be 
made glad with the light of his Countenance, to feed for 
ever upon hidden Mams,and to drink of the River of his 
Pleaſure, ſo that we ſhall never hunger any more, nor 
thirſt any more, nor be the leaſt moment withour any 
tulnels oft Joy and Comfort to all Eternity, how glorious 
were ſuch a priviledge, and what a prodigy of madneſs 
would it be, to purchaſe a little carnal Plealure with the 
loſs of ſuch a far more exceeding and Eternal weight of 
Glory ! Tis true, whilſt weare in this World, living by 
ſenſe, little do we know what it is to have the full enjoy- 
menr of God in Heaven, nor can we indeed fo prize it as 
we ought to do : Oh but what thoughts will Men have 
of Heiven and Glory, when all their carnal Pleaſures 
leaving them, they muſt now ſtand trembling at the Bar 
of divine Juſtice, there to receive from God their ever- 
Iifting doom ! What will all your Pleaſures and carnal 
contentments avail you, when God ſhall bid you depart 
a-curled, as everlaſtingly untit ro enjoy communion with 
himſelfin Glory ? Though Sinner thou thouldſt live like 
an Epicure, and hadſt the univerſal confluence of all 
leth-pleaſing vanities, yet they were no more worthy to 
be compared with the leaſt moments enjoyment of God 
in Glory, than the ſmall duſt of a ballance with all the 


World. 
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carnal pleaſures, which like that, at the laſt will bite 
like a Serpent, and ſting like an Adder. Thoſe that 
now liveincarnal pleaſures, will ſhortly paſs into a place 
of Torments, where their Flowers being all faded, rhat 
Fire will kindle upon them, that muſt bura for ever. 
(5) Though luſt come in with a painted face, and be 
ſweet in the att, yet her end is bitter as Wormwood, her 
feer go downrto Death, and her ſteps take hold of Hel). 
(c) There is a certain Herb, che juice whereof being 
taken, makes a Man laugh till he dieth : Thus whoever 
takes pleaſure in fin, well may he laugh and make merry 
a while, but to be ſure' he muſt die eternally, and be 
damned for ever! The feeming pleaſure of ſin is but 
coloured cruelty, all being nothing, but a ſweet ſawce 
to make Men ſwallow down with greedinefs thoſe mor- 
ſels of poyſon, the fiery venom whereof will afterwards 
drink up their Spirits and inflame their Sou!s with ever- 
laſting burnings in Hell. The ſting of fin will remain, 
when the pleaſure of fin is gon : And though here Me: 
make it their delight and merriment, yet in Hell it will 
fill them with Horrour, and Eternal rorments. As imma 
of the Eph:ians ſeemed to (mile on ſuch as came into 
her Temple, but ro frown upon ſuch as weat out,: Sov 
ſin at fiſt ſeems ro ſinile upon thgte that have pleaſure 
in it, but at laſt ic expoſes them to the frowns of an an- 
gry God, and for ever lays them under the froak of 
his heavy diſpleaſure. Such 1s the deceit of fin, thar at 
firſt it preſents () — and profit before us, bur 
ſo ſoon as ever the aft thereof is over, it deals with us 
aS Amnn with Tamar, chruſting us out, and hating 
us; wounding our Conſciences,and deſtroying our Souls 
Your carnal pleaſures, they may fo far infatuate you 4 
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while, (:) as to make you think you are ſteering a right 
courſe rowards the harbour ot Erernal reſt : bur if itil 
you go on to delight in them, you are fure ro make ſhip- 
wrack of your precious Sculs and to be broken in pieces 
inevitably upon the rock of God's eternal Diſpleaſure ! 
Who then for a moments pleature, could run the hazard 
of eterna} Vengeance * Do the damned in Hell think you 
find comfort in thoſe pizaſures of fin, 'wherein for the 
preſent you ſo much delight ? Is there ſo much as one 
drop of hony in that birrer cup of Divine Furv, where- 
ot they are forced to drink deep to all eternity ? Oh 
Remember Sirs,your carnal pleaſures, they rurn you into 
vetlels of wrath, and ſo make you fir for deſtru&tion. 
(f) If Hell beneath hath enlarged herſelf and made her 
Mouth wide without Meaſure , it is that all ſuch as re- 
joyce in ſin may deſcend into that place of rormenr. 
Look over Sirs, the beginning, and ſee what will 
be che end of your ſin. The fiſh Swim down Jordar 
pleatantly, but they fall at laſt into the dead 
Sea : So through a TJordan of carnal Delights, 
you will come at laſt into the boundleſs Ocean 
of God's Wrath, and Erernal Diſpleafure. Here you 
ſport it with your carnal pleaſures, burtthere you muſt 
ſmart for them : Here they are your pleaſure, but then 
they will be your eternal Torment. And oh how in- 
rolerable will eternal Burnings in Hell feem royou, 
that are now for nothing elſe bur your ſenfual content- 
ments! Now your fleſh is delicare and render, ir may 
lie fofr, and fare deliciouſly, and have all tenſual provi- 
ſion made to fatisfy ir : But how will ir do when caſt 
into a Bed of ſorrow, when it comes ro dwell with erer- 
nal Burnings, when it muſt be rormented Night and Day 
withour ceaſing for ever * Oh ler the hear of Hell over. 
come the heat of luſt, and rhe bitrer end of fin, ler ic 
.keep you from ever taking pleatfure therein ! The Lord 
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hath ried fin and the puniſhment thereof rogether as with 
Chains of Adamanr, fo thar if you break not off vour 
fins by repentance (z) 'tis impolſhble that ever vou ſhould 
eſcape the damnation of Hell. Who then can reli the 
miſery, the flames, the everlaſting burnings, which at Jaſt 
like a tempeft of Fire and Brim-ftone wiijl fall upon al} 
that have pleaſure in ungodlinets ! Go to then ye Sons 
of Belial, ler loote the reins to all Jicentioutnels, pleaſe 
Fleſh in all ſenſualiry,cat, drink, and be merry ; account 
our words as wind, and Death and Hell as ſome poe- 
rick fictions ; cloath yourſelves in Scarler, and fare deli- 
ciouſly every day : Yer know that e12 long deſtruction 
will overtake yon as a Whirlwind, and for all thcie 
things God will bring you to judgmenr. () And is this 
ſuch a merry jocund hfe, to go from ſhor: joy, roere:- 
na} ſorrow, and after yon have ſurfeited a while upon 
your carnal delights, then to be puniſhed with ever}.?- 
ing deſtruction trom the preſence of God, and from rhe 
Giory of his power * Oh what Tep/+-; is not a Paradite, 
whar flaraes are not a Bed of down to fuch a dettruction ! 
And vet this muſt be the Erernal portion of all the une 
godly, and thus it will be done ro all thoſe that have 
pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. - Remember this ye that are 
mighty to drink Wine, and that follow ſtrong drink til 
ye are inflamed, your Bacchus-bow!s will ere long be 
turned into vials of wrath, and after all your pleatant 
Liquors, you muſt not expect the leaſt drop of Warer 
ro cool your Tongues, when eternally rormented in hel- 
liſh Rlames ! Remember this ye whoſe ſtrength is conlſum- 
ed in chambering, and wantonnefs, you will thorrly 
have enough of all your laſcivious practices, when you 
muſt embrace deformed Devils, lie down in a Bed of 
ſorrow, and have the Fire of Luſt rurned into the Fire of 
Hell ! Remember this (in a word) ye coverous rich 
Men that go cloathed in Scarler and fare deliciouſly eve- 
Ty Day, weep and howl for the miferies that will come 
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upon you, when all your worldly treaſures ſhall be rurn- 
ed into rreaſures of wrath, and the ruſt char now cor+ 
rupteth your Silver, {7) thall devour your fleſh, and 
Iike Fire teed upon K. for ever! And thall alj -ovr 
warnings be Jott thar tel] you of a ſtorm to:drive you ro 
the Harbour ? Was Sovon, though pleatantly fituated.any 
fafe place to be dwelr in, efp=ctally tor Let, when rhe 
Lord had given him notice of 4 cioud of Fire and Brime 
ſtones hanging over it, and now rcady to fall dowa in 2 
ſtorm of tore{ wrath upon it - Will you never be teri- 
01s 1n theilc Erernal concernmenrs, that thote Erernal 
hel:iſh rorments of ſin which tollow afcer, may dererr 
vou trom the Pleatures of tn which are bur tor a teafon? 
O! what everlaſting turious Heart-rendingretiexions watl 
ou have upon your own madnels, when chough now you 
tare de!licic fly . Yet anan, you cannor geta drop of Wa- 
ter ; though now you are Cioathed in Scarier, yer ano 
you muit be covered with ſhame ; rthovgh now vou wa 
with delight amongſt your ungodly aflociates, vet anon 
vou mutſt be thur up in everlaſting Chains under dark- 
nets ; though now you take your fill of carnal p ſeaturts, 
vet anon you muſt depart accurſed into everlaſting Fire 
Oh Believe it iinners, the rime is at Hand, when as 7e- 
12:5 did in another caſe, vou will cry our of all your 
carnal pleaſures, | have taſted a my e Hony, -and now 1 
mult die! I have had alittle raite of rhe hony of tin, and 
tax2a tome ſenſual delight chere! _ but now I nmait die 
erernaily and perith for ever ; of all my caraal p'eatures 
there is nothiag now but Erernal Tormentrs remains unto 
n _ If then Sirs,you have any [picirua I diſcerning,con'ider 
, and learn now to counterbalance yourt Ons 
ro tin, with thoſe Erernal ea leſs rorments that will f, 
low after The Lord fenced Exen with a flaming Sw ord:: 
1hus rhe Eden of flinful Plcatures is fenced with the 
flaming Sword of God's Wrath, which doth always cur 
thoſe atunder that muſt needs enter in. Oh that now 
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therefore you would look upon the Pleaſures of Sin, as 
you will then look upon them, when inſtead thereot you 
mult have nothing but Eternal Pains ! Oh the change 
that every ſenſual Sinner will then meer with ; now re- 
joycing, but then mourning ; now laughing, but then 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth for evermore ! Oh 
what Worlds would he now give to be ſaved, when for 
a little wanton Dalliance, for a little tenſual Delight, and 
carnal Contentment, he muſt now go to Hell, and be 
Damned for ever ! Where then is thy Reaſcn oh Man, 
that for a ſuperfluous Cup thou ſhouldſt adventure ro 
drink a Cup of Wrath unmixed, and for the Pleaſures 
of Sin here thouidſt willingly run the hazard of erer- 
nal Burnings in He!l ! Canſt chou be content to purchal= 
thy carnal Delights with the Blood of thy own Sov, 
with eternal bitter Howlings, and Lamentations in Hel- 
liſh Torments ? Oh little can you now imagine how 
dreadful wiil be the end of all your ungodly Praftices, 
when as your tPleaſures in Sin have abounded, fo your 
eternal Pangs and Torments in Hell thall much more 
abound ! Be no longer enchanted then if you love your 
Immortal Souls, with any ſenfual Contenrments, but 
think ofren with your ſelves whar fiery Wrath and In- 
dignation they will ſhortly-expoſe you to ! Look beyond 
your carnal Pleaſures to that eternal Crown of Lite, 
whereof they will deprive you, to that everlaſting un- 
preventable Miſery, wherein they will involve you, and 
then delight in them ſt1il it you can! * How much ber- 
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ter is that Sorrow, that will end in Joy, than that Joy 
which will end in eterna! Sorrow * And what Man that 
is well in his wits, doth not ccunt it a wiſer patt to go 
weeping to Heaven, than laughing ro Hell, the Tor- 
ments whereof are endlels, and paſt all imagination ? 
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CHAP. IX 
The Dottrine improved by way of Exhor- 


tation to God's own People, exciting them 
to walk in the whole courſe of their 
Life, as betomes a People that have 
Heaven and Glory ſet before them, as 
the ſure reward of * all their Latonrs ; 
wherein the Exhortati:n is branched ont 
into Twelve Particulars, of grand import 
fo every gracious Soul, 


_ way of Exhortation, this Doftrine may be 
uſetul both ro Saints and to Sinners, both to 
ſuch as have and to ſuch as have not an Inrereſt in that 
Recompence of Reward which God ſets befare us. 


(1) B Y way of exhortation to you that are blefſſe4 
with an intereſt in this glorious reward ; give ye dili- 
gence {o to aft and walk in the whole courſe of yous 
life, as becomes a People that have Heaven, and Glory 
at all times in their Eye. The great care of every Chri- . 
ſtian in this preſent World, ſhould be to walk worthy of 
him that hagh called us to his Kingdom and Glory, endea- 
vouring that his Chriſtian deportment may be ſomething 
enſwerable to his bigh encouragement. __ 

or 
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Le: 3} ſhould never {weeten his ho!y precepts with any 
Or »romife to encourage tO the pretent work of Dury by 
the ropolal of an Ercernal reward, yer we were bound 
ro ob) ve every precept with the _—_ rel:gtous devorion, 
to walk in all dutiful obedience before him ; how _ 
more when God holds torth a Crown ot Life, an He: 
venly Kingdom, an Eternal weight of Glory to prov oro 
us thereunto ? Ifa proipett of He, avenly Glory will nog 
makeus wa!k circumſp=t, and gauie the face of our con- 
ver{ation to ſhine, it aroues we 2re - Mz 10t a lordid and 
1gncÞle Spirir Whar #h21l "0"Y oO! 'OL miſe us a Crown of 
Life, ſhall he rake us up 1t6 the Mounc of transfigurati- 
on, ſhall he ſh:w us alt che Beauries of Heaven, and af- 
ford us a fu!l pro ofpeR ot Ereraal Glory tor our encou- 
ragement to all holy ſeli-d-nying and upright wa'king 
befSre himſelf, and yer ſha!l we be remiſs and negligent 
in a way of duty, nor anda" 'ouring © walk as beconres 
the Goſpe! of Chriſt * Believe it Ch:iſtians, that re!- 
p2 which God allows in all your obedience to Heaven 
and Ererna) Glory, 1 15 a ſtrong engagement upon you, ob- 
lg ng you in all things to have reſpe& to that w xray 
vou know to be acceprab! e and well-pleafing before hin 
Ot! then take heed rhat you ſpor nor your ſelves as the 
Men of the World do, but ſee that you live as thoſe that 
afe Burgellzs and Citizens of the new Fer:/a/e, ſtriving 
always to ſhew forth the Virtues of him that has called 
us out of Darknels into his marvellous lighr. + You have 
heard what manner of Priviledge the Lord endulgeth 
You with, what tu! neſs of Joy, what an 1: nmarceſcib! © 


ris Lord "rn _ us; W hat manner of Perſons ſhould 
we then ſi:ive to bein all Holy Converſation and God- 
lineſs ! 

T O manifeſt therefore that you have a due ſenſe 
of God's wonderful condeſcending Love, fee care- 


fully co rhe ordering of your converſation arighe ACCcor- 
ding to the purport of theſe Twelve enſuing particulars. 


(1) WALK 
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(1) WALK thankfully, adoring the Riches of God's Grace, 
who allow: yo! [0 great encouragement in Heavens Way. When 
Godallows you in all your obedience the libertyot having 
a refpe& ro the recompence of the reward, what Jefs can 
you do than with all rhankfulnets acknowledge his won- 
derftul condeſcention, and itand admiring it? Can you 
lee the Heavens open, and a Crown of Life prepared for 
you, and yet remain ungrateful under ſuch tran{cendenrt- 
ly great and glorious diſcoveries * Doth God allow you 
to walk ar all times with Heaven in your Eye, and will 
you nor ſtrive to mzKke melody to the Lord in your 
Hearrs * Shall your heavenly Father ſhew you his back 
parts, and caule all his G:lory to pals before you, and yer 
can you be unthanktu!, not endeavouring to glorifie his 
great Name ? The God of 2!! Confolation (Chriſtians! ) 
15 no niggard of his Cordia'ls to us : And ſhall we then 
ſhew our ſelves niggards m our rerribution of thanks to 
him? Shall God's Hand b= opened, and ours ſhur > ls 
his Heart enlarged, and fſha!l we be ſtraicacd in our Bow- 
els + Can we make ſo light of Heaven and Ereraal Glory, 
as to think the Lord unworthy our Praiſes, for allowin 
us a tull protpe& of them * It the Diſciples were in ſach 
an extaly of admiration when teken up into the Mount 
with Chriſt, and beholding ſome obſcure glimples of 
heavenly Glory ; How much more cauſe have we to ſta«d 
as in an extafy, admiring the Goodneſs of God, whom 
he allows to live every Day upon the mount of transfigu- 
ration, ſhewing us all the Beauty, and cauling us to anri- 
cipate the Pleaſures, Glory and Happineſs of the World 
to come? God might have left us under a neceſſiry of 
obedience withour any hope ofan Erernal reward in Hea- 
ven, and yet even in that caſe all thanktul acknowledg- 
ments had been done ro him : How much more when 
our Work is ſweertned with the aflured Hope of an Erer- 
nal reward, ſo that now going on in the way, we may 
look at Heaven and Glory as that which will be the end 
of every Duty ? Oh let us all with enlarged and raviſhed 
affetions, wath the utmoſt vigour and aftivity of enfl:- 
med Hearts, recount the wonderful condekcention, a 
Tis 
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Ntupendious love of God in vouchſafing us for our encou- 
ragement a proſpett of the Land of Promiſe in the Way 
thither! To admire the Riches of free Grace, and to 
warble out the Praiſes of God,w1ll be a gcear part of our 
Work when we come to Heaven ; (a) let us now there- 
fore begin the employment of Heaven whilſt we live on 
Earth, adoring rhe Lord's remuncrative Goodneſs, where- 
by we have fo great encouragement, ao lefs than a Crown 
of Gloey, to a!l Holy, Self-denying, and upright waik- 
ing before him! When God ſhews us Heaven and Glory 
as 1n a mirrour, that by the bright refle&tions of it, our 
Hearts mzy be rejoiced, 'tis bur equal that we ſhould 
ſtrive to become the Monument of his Praiſe, at 211 rimes 
bleſſing the Lord in our Hearts, and with our Mouths 
ſpeaking good of his Name. The Glory of Heaven is {o 
tranſcendently great, that we may ſooner loſe our (elves 
in the admiration of it, than ever return thanks ro God 
proportionate to the leaſt glimpſe that proceeds from ir. 
Oh be nor any longer unwilling to be much in thanks- 
giving and praiſe ro. him,who ſowillingly allows you the 
encouragement of ſo tranicendently bleſſed and glorious 
a reward in a!l your obedience ! Whar, can you bleſs 
God for giving you a Crum, and not for ſhewing you a 
Crown of Life, as the certain reward of all holy perfor- 
mances ? If liberty to uſe the good things of this World 
be matter of thankfulneſs ro God, how. much more ſhall 
'we thank the Lord, admiring his Goodnefs,for the Liber- 
ty which in all our obedience he allows us, to have ref- 
e& th all the Good things of Heaven and Glory, and the 
Vorld to come * If enjoying the Meat that periſheth, we 
are bound to bleſs the Lord and ſpeak good of his Name 
for ſuch a temporal truition, how much more ſhould we 
adore the Lord whilſt eying the-Meat that will endure to 
Life everlaſting, though but yet in expeRtation ? The 


(a) Artem nunc alinuam laudandi Dominum addiſcamus, 
quam oporteat aliguards, infimtis ſeculis exercere. Arrow. 
Tat. Sacr, lib, 3. Se&. 15. pag. 361. 
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Queen of Sheba having obtained a ſight of Selomon's Glory 
was ſo ſtrangely tranſported, that ſhe had almoſt loſt her 
Soul in an extaſy of admiration: In what an extaſy of 
admiration ſhould ir then put us, cauſing us with all 
thankfulneſs to adore the divine remunerative Goodneſs, 
when the Lord gives us a ſight of his own Glory every 
Day, making us to behold in our proſpe&t here on Earth 
all the Royalties, Immunities, and Soulzentrancing de- 
lights of the heavenly Jeruſalem ? Had God, Chriſtians, gi- 


; ven you the Kingdoms of theW orld,with all the Glory of 


them, they had not been worth ſo much as the leaſt 
glimpſe of that Glory to which the Lord allows you to 
have an Eye in all your endeavours: Be therefore no lon- 
ger unthankful ro God, but admire him rather. (4) Be- 
cauſe thy rh = ſaith the Palmiſt, is berrer than 
Life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee: So my Brethren, becauſe 
the Lord allows you that reſpe& roche recompence of re- 
ward,that ſight of Heaven, that proſpeCt of Erernal Glory 
which 1s betrer than Life ict ſelt, why therefore let your 
Lips, yea, and your Lives too praiſe him. The ſight of 
Heavenly Glory purs Life into the Soul and ſo makes it 
go on with delight in ways of obedience: Oh therefore ler 
that'God who , makes your Hearts chearfu], be ſure to 
find them thankful, and your Mouths running over with 
his Praiſes inevery condition ! For remember it,he that is 
not truly thankfukrco God for Glory in expeQation, ſhall 
never have Heaven and eternalGlory in their full fruition. 
You muſt now admire the goodneſs of God in the hope 
of Erernal Life, or you can never taſte how good the 
Lord is in the beſtowance of Erernal Life upon you. . 


(2) Walk wprightly, doing all that you do in the Ways of 
God, not for vain-glory, nor from any ambitious deſire of popular 
applauſe, but purely from a principz of love to that God who in 
all your obedience hath allswed you the flrong and everlaſting en- 
cour agement of having an Eye to the recompence ef the reward. 
You need not Chriſtians, to look afquint in your obedi- 


(5) Pfal. 63. 3. 
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ence, nor do any thing that you do to be ſeen of Men, 
ſo long as the Lord {crs before you che reward of Eternal 
Glory, allowing you to look on that,as a Feaſt wherewith 
ro refreſh you, as Robes of Righteouſneſs wherewith to a- 
dorn you, as a conſort of Celeſtial Muſick wherewith ro 
delight you, and as a Royal Diadem wherewith rocrown 
you after all your labours, when once you come to Hea- 
ven ! (c) Ler not therefore vain-gtory, nor any ſuch low 
and ſordid principles att you in ' the Ways of God, bur 
let the Love of God, who allows you, by way of encou- 
ragement, a refpe& to the recompence of Eternal Life, 
be the ſpring of all holy motions in your Souls. Look 
vou may at the recompence of the reward, bur ſhall never 
receive it, if in all your obedience you have not God, and 
Frernal Glory, bur the praife of Man, and vain-glory for 
your end. Be the Tree of your Chriſtian profeſſion ne- 
ver ſo ſtately and flourithing, yet vain-glory is a Worm 
that will ſmate it, and fo quickly make it wither away 
that you muſt never expett to gather any cluſters of Cana, 
any ripe fruits of Paradiſe, any gleanings of true Happi- 
nets from it. The Phariſzes they faſted, and prayed, and 
gave Alms; bur becauſe they did ir all ro be ſeen of Men, 
this rook the Crown from off their Heads and robb'd them 
of all future Happineſs, (4) Verily I ſay unto you (faith 
Chrift) reproving their Hypocriſy, they have received 
their reward. They ſougahr in all their re!;gious perfor- 
mances the praiſe of Man, not the Glory of Gal; and 
therefore their Sin,it becomes their puniſhment: The praiſe 
of Man they ſhall have, bur the Glory which comes from 
God only, they ſhall never have. And yet tho vain-glory 
be thus like the Curle of Chriſt to the barren Fig-rree, 
cauſing all our Plants fo ro wither that the ripe frnit of 
Eternal Glory will never grow upon them : Yer how apr 
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are the very beſt to let all their performances be ſowred 
with this Leaven,and to ſuffer this Worm to corrupt their 
Choiceſt Fruits, and Flowers! Oh how rare a thing is 
it to ſee Men a&ed, not by any carnal reſpe& or vain- 
glorious motive in what they do, but by fpiritual 
motives and Heavenly conliderations, ſuch as-are the 
Love of God, a defire of Communion with him , 
and the hope of an Erernal reward from him ! (a) E- 
ftcem of Men, popular Applauſe, and worldly Glory, 
theſes make many Perſons rake fome httle tintture of Re- 
ligions, who otherwiſe would never have had fo much 
as a ſhew of it. Many thouſand there are who count 
godlineſs nor gain, unleſs they can make a gain of god- 
lineſs ; nor will they art all lay forth themtelves in the 
fervice of Chriſt, unlets thereby they can raiſe up to their 
own name a Monument of wor!dly Glory. Burt oh how 
unworthy and ſordid is the praCtice of ſuch ſelf-defigners 
in religion, who do thus fubordinate the Glory of God, 
the credit of Religion, and the joys of Heaven, to their 
own carnal ends, and make them all ſubſervient to the 
luſt of rheirown hypocritical, vain-glorious, and am- 
bitious Hearts! Is there not beauty enough in God to 
attratt our love, and Glory enough 1n Heaven to recom- 
pence all our labours, unleſs' we may have, and ambiri- 
ouſly defign for ourſelves the praiſe of Men ? To fol- 
low God in religious performances to be ſeen of Men, to 
make a profeſſion of Chriſtianity meerly that our names 
may be famous and admired in the World, what is this 
but ro be a Tudas (clling Chriſt for Mony,or Eſa, ſelling 
our Birthright for a Meſs of Pottage? Beware then thar 
you never enter into this temptation, which that you may 
not do, pray hard for an upright frame of Spirit, and 
conſider often as a motive to all holy duties, the Glory, 
Happineſs and Frernal joy which God hath ſet before 
vou. As Aar0#s Rod devoured the Rods of the Magici- 
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ans : So that Crown of Life and Eternal Glory which 
ſhall ſhortly be put upon us, ſhould utrerly devour, con- 
fume and cat up all detires aiter vain-glory. If ſtately 
and Yumpruous Buildings allure you, think often what 


ſons which Chriſt is preparing for us. 1f gorgeous and 
fantaſtical Apparel bewirch you, think ferioutly whar 
wages theſe are in compariſon of thoſe whiteRobes where- 
_— all che people of God ſhall be cloathed ia che King- 
dom of their Father. If any worldly ſplendour and 
Glory have an influence upon you,oh think whar a Bubble 
it iS in compariſon of that far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of Glory which lies before us in all the wavs 
of obedience / Let a- Man bur often tevolve in his 
thoughts,and always keep in his Eye the Reward of Erer- 
nal hife,and he will not need to look abroad in the World 
for any motives to all upright, ſel-denying, and holy 
walking before the Lord. Oh how little ſhould a Chriſt:- 
an be affefted with all 'Earthly Glory, and how upright 
ſhould it make him. when God allows him 1a all the 
ways of obedience a Tree of Lite ro feed upon, cauting 
him by fairh to ſce the Glory, and ro anticipare the plea- 
ſures of the Heavenly 7er«/a/zn ! What, is 1t nor enough 
that there is Heaven art the end, un'efs yon may have the 
praiſe of Men in the way of obedience * W1ill not the 
Glory which corhes from God alone ſatisfy you, unleſs 
vain Men like yourſelves admire you ?. ls it nothing to 
be walking oa towards a Crown ot lite, unleſs others 
ſee, and count every ſtep that vou rake in Heavens 
way.* Can you think you have cleanſed your Hearts 
in vain, and count a!l your labour loft in the ſervice 
of God who will thortly reward you with an Eternal 
reward, if you have not the praitc of Mca given you 
intQ the bargain * Oh dreadful hypocrity, and aeve: 
to be bewailed but with tears of Blood ? If thus you be 
ated by vain-glory and ſiniſter ends in the ſervice of 
God, in vain fſhall vou expet a Mantion of Erernal 
Giory in God's Heaven!v Eiagdom. - Our firft Parents 
by eating of the Tree of Kaowledge, they loſt eheir 11 ghr 
w 


Corrages theſe axe in compariſon ot thoſe Heavenly Man- 
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ro the Tree of life: Thus if you wll-deck "the" 


of Man, and live upon | Wind of 
the ſervice of God, pe ered 


ro Eternal Glery {+ Boe aac 
nor the grea POLeEE: Fg nor | 


of a gliurious 


there be found under the _ —_ Gra nog 
ele, bur II 


what 1t will. 
chere was a Famine in _— 
received the glad po $ of his Sons welfare, he i 

at eaſe, and» as one fully farisfied he Cries out, _ 
nough, 7oſeph is yt alive: So whatever 
you, and whatever Troubles you ſtand invo _— yet 
Chriſtians methinks the glad Tidings of Erernal- Life 
prepared for you, and of that crerkiflingdy glorious Re 
ward which {od fers before you, ſhould make you"lir 


| down well farisfied,. and cry out aFin an extaſy dtoIbrg 


miration, It 15 enough, we have Heaven in our-eye, and 
2 Crown of Life lies before us !. What raough you have 
bur lictle in hand, yet fo Jong as: you have. RR 
in bope, and a clear proſpett ot Erernal Glory an | 
eve, why ſhould you not be contenc-andifit.go 
tied > W harever :hriſtians, your - conditioas' be yes . 
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en ye wh: yer you may ſay with holy Devid, conſi- 
erin, - glorious recompence of Reward which God 
allows you to have an eye to in Heaven's way, the lines 
are to me in pleaſant places, yea I have a goodly 


ding re !.If, as /Sofomey faith, yir be ſuch a pleaſant 


| y che eyes to behold the Snn, and that which 
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| ©? The 
aten Se-mart; how well fatisfied is he, 
g5 with Storms, and impetuous Tem- 


bo It 


neſts. .when once he diſcovers Land, and comes within 
an of. the Harbour 7” And will nor you Chriſtians la- 
is.to be content, when whatever Troubles abide you, 
vharever pelting Storms'you are toſſed with v the 
boyſterous Sca- of this ungrateful World, yet ſtill you 
nay « the Land of Promiſe, and are always with- 
I” rem of Heaven, that wiſhed Harbour of eternally 
bleſſed and glorious Reſt ? That which,Jearned St. Paut 
the grear myftery of conteptation, enabling him to fic 
down as well ſatisfied in every condition, was his ſted- 
faſt fixed beholding of eterna) Gloty. ' Paul though ſadly 
eroubled, and perplexed, and always delivered unto 
Death for Jeſus fake, yet he murmures not, but is well 
content with all this, as having fixed the Eye of his 
Faith, not upon Earth but Heaven, * not upon things 
that are ſeen, but upon 'an eternal} weight of unſeen 


Glory... And ok is it that we having the ſame Rewart y. 
fer before us, 


the ſame Crown of erernal Glory ro 


fix. our eyes upon, cannot learn of that blefſed Man in 


every. condition therewith tro be content ? Oh rake heed 


Chriſtians that you murmure no longer againſt Heaven, 4 


bur ftrive that having ſtedfaſtly fixed your eye upon 
heavenly Glory, you ma well be ſatisfied in ev Con- 
dition.; not only when gives, bur alſo when he tak- 
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eth;not only when we receive good from the Hand of the 
Lord, bur alſy when we receive evil; "not only when 
you abound with Bleſſings, but with Crofles too ; nor 


only when, you enjoy all things, but when you are 
ftripr of all ! Oh Chriſtiaps how bet ſhould d evety 
thing be where nothing is deſerved ! If we look at our 
own, deſerts, we may wonder rather av we have, 


han repine againſt God for whar we 


with delight up | 
God. Though here we fit. in Darkneſs and have no 


Light, yet this ſhould make us content in every fuch 
diſconſolate condition, that hereafrer we ſhall partake 
of the Inheritance of Saints in Light, where we thall 
have a bright Sun-ſhine of eternal, G)loty ! 


(4) Walk humbly, acknowledging your own unworthineſs 
that .cver God ſhould give you the encouragement of ſo glorious # 
reward. When the Lord for your better encouragement to 
all holy, Self-denying, and upright walking before hum- 
ſelf,allows you ro look up to Heaven; you haverthen cauſe 
(if ever) to walk humbly, and be abated as low as Earth: 
Where the guilt is great,and the receiver, as in this caſe, 
alrogether unworthy, the moſt ſutable return that can be 


is Humility, and felf-abaſement. God's People ſhould 


never lie lower in Humihty chan whea he raiſerh them 
higheſt in their Hopes, full aſſurance of _— 
- 


lory- ' 
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234 4 projpett of Heavenly Glory, 
Glory. - (a) Thus holy David, when God had ſpoken of 
eftabliſhing his Throne ang Kingdom for. ever, he now 
25 admiring the wonderful, condeſcention-of God in his 
preferment, conf-{leth his own unworthineſfs, ſaying, who 
am I oh:Lord God, and what is my Houſe that thou haſt 
Etrooghr me hitherto ? Well! The Lord hath ſpoken to us 
of an everlaſting, Kingdom, affuring us of that in the end, 
as the reward of-all our Jabours, and ſhall riot. ghis reach 
os all, humility, cauſing every one to acknowledg his 
own tnworthineſs of 19 great Meicy*?.(b5) The Moon 
dorh never ſhine lefs than in ber neareſt approaches to the 
San, from whom The borrows her light: Thus Chriſtians, 
we ſheuſd never think our ſelves to ſhine leſs than when 
God caufeth us ro approach neareſt ro himſelf ia the ren- 
ders of ven Se Glory 

us.” "They that. know nor Theſe _ Tregfures of Love and 
Sweetneſs, may admire themſelves, and have big-ſwellin 
thoaghts of their own Worthinefs: Bur ler thote among 
you that are.come to, have a proſpet&t of Heavenly Glory, 
fixing-their Eye vpcn an obje& of the firſt magnitude, 
be vile in their own apprehenſions, Jofing 'themiclves in 
the fulmneſs of God's free Grace and. remunerative. Gogd- 
neſs! There is nothing that ſhould more humble us than 
to think how highly the great God 1s abour to exalt us : 
Nor any thing, thar ſhould more debaſe us than to confi. 
der how Glorious the Lord promiſes at length to make us 
We ſhould fee our own Poverty in the Riches of God's 
Bounty to us: And be þ hogs of our own drop, when 
he makes us thus lanch forrth.in the farhomletſs Occan,of 
his own remunerative Goodneſs. The Stars vaniſh when 
the Sun appears;and ſo the ſmall Candle of our own worth 
ſhould prefently diſappear, and be put out under an"e- 
verfaſting extinguifher, when once the Glory of Heaven 
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ariſerh in our thoughts. (c) El/jah wrapt his "face ite 
Mantle, when the Glory of the Lord pafſed before him; 
Thus when God gives us a+ profſpe& of Heaven, cauſing 
all his «Glory, for out. betrer encouragement in_ a way 
of Duty, to paſs before us, 'ris time that we ſhould' now 
wrap our ſclves inthe Mantle 'of true Humility. ' The 
greatneſs of God's Mercy in giving us a ſight of Hea- 
venly Gtory, ſhould 'make us Gf any thing can) to be 
litrle in our own Eyes.” Tis then moſtealſy to ſee our own 
poHution and vilenels, when God, takes us up into _the 
Mount of Transfiguration, and cauſerth rhe, Tight of the 
Glory of Heaven to ſhine round about us. . "The Sun 
indeed having dazled our Eyes we fee nothing welt : 
But yer we diſcern - our felves, and fee our own un 
worthineſs beſt of all, when our Eyes are moſt dazPd 
with the brightneſs of that Glory which God fers before 
us. As therefore with one Eye we behold the pood that 
is done by us, fo ro keep us humble, let us ſtedfaſtly 
look with the other, upon the good rhar is laid up in Hea- 
ven for us. What is all our Work, to fo glorious a re- 
ward ? What is the Wilderneſs of our batren obedience; 
ro that fruirful Canaan; a Land that flows with Milk and 
Hony ? What (ina a word) are all our weary Weeks of 
Labour and Travail, to that Erernal Sabbath of Reſt that 
will follow after ? Do bur conſider Chriſtians the: rranſ- 
cendent worth and excellency of rhat reward which God 


'ſers before ns, and then be proud if you can, of your 


own worth, and religions performances, how excellent 
ſoever ! (4) Thar far more exceeding and Erernal Weight 
of Glory may welt keep you humble, and cauſe what- 
ever you can do, or ſuffer for it, to ſeem lighter than 
vanity-it ſe}f. We that did nor deferve the leaſt glimpſe 
of heavenly Glory, whar doth the Lord afford us -a full 
Sun-ſhine ? We that could not expect the ſmalleſt raſt 
of his Goodneſs, what doth he give us a whole Clufter 
of Canaan ? We that have deſerved nothing but to be fl- 
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led-with-the fear of Wrath, the foretaſts of Hell, the 
| pations of Erernal Burnings, doth the 
Lord allow us, for our encouragement, the hope of Glo- 
ry the firſt fruits of Heaven, and the jo yful prehibations 
of an Eternal recompence of reward there ? Oh then ler 
ns all fall down and adore his marchleſs Goodneſs, endea- 
vouring tw be as Jow in Humility, as the Lord hath 
made os to be high in our priviledges ! We thar have ri- 
ſenthus in God's thoughts, ſhould fall jn our own, Nriv- 
ing to humble our ſelves, when moſt aſſured of a 
Exalkation to Life and Eternal Glory. (:).Remem- 
ber Sirs,you muſt ſtoop low in Humility, would you ever 
enter in thro" the ſtrait Gate, into the Kingdom of God. 
” Man by Narureis full with the emptineſs of Self-admira- 
| tion and till this be removed our of the Way, he can ne- 
verbe filled as a veſſel of Honour, with the new Wine 
of erernal Conſolation. We lay up the richeſt Wine in the *? 
loweſt Cellars : So doth God the Riches of heavenly Glo- #® 
ry in. the humble. and lowly Heares. (f) Whom ever 
God indo exalr he firſt humbles them : Giving none XZ 
of Ecernal Life, till firſt he have brought them *® 
upon their knees. (z). Be little therefore in your own * 
Eyes that you may be peat in God's heavenly Kingdom : 
And if ever you would fit x» in Glory , be ſure. to live © 
low in ſelf-abaſement. Men that neither defire Glory,ror © 
conſider the worth. of ir, may well be proud ſtanding * 
much ppon their own worth : But you chat would come © 
eo Glory at laſt, as having ſeen the excellency of ir, muſt 
count it your greateſt worth to be ſenſible of your own 
nawarthineſs, reſolvirtg to creep. to Heaven upon the 
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» (e) Nam potes intrare per pertam aliquam anguſtam nf te 
ies ; nife te humiliaverir, non intrabis in reguon Dei. 
Ila de contemnendis Mundi vanitatibus lib. 2. 
f) Prov. 18. 12. 
£) Me ofſe paruns & humilir, ut mercaris:@ Deo exal- 
teri in alto throw, & g/oria. Stella de Cont. Mundi va- 
nirar. ubi ſuprz, 
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bended knees of .rrue humility. Auid truly has is no- 
thing that will lay Men ſo low in themſelves, as ro 
ſeriouſly how high for their eric God 
them in promiſing, and: howmack be 
them in beſtowi Shevrriah Life 

can empty us of Self.admirimg __ 
humble, *ris duly ro conſider, howric 


erelong with Erernal Souk-ravi 
— the Soul mR—_ feer 
(Hy fixed ypon entr 

at God righ ir Hand-for CR—_ og Pl 
in Glory cannot chooſe but be humble, ing down in in 
bis own ſhame. 

(s) Walk r:ſolvedly going on in the Wi of op: with 
what difficulties ſerver it "may be atrended, © Mott Men we 
apt to meaſure duty by their own ſafety enwilling 
to engage in the wayes. of Chriſt, vill a 0 tſonticear re- 
moved by a ſecular arm; and if once the Titties 
onany _— exerciſe, rheir faces are no+ 
wards that Duty, as formerly, nor cart you pi 
vail with them to lanch forth any further for Chriſt, by gre 
If at any time a ſtorm ſhould ariſe; they may ro 
che Shore again! Bur judge in 4) me ſever "+ te fk | 
thoſe ro make ſhy of Duty fleeming, | 
attending it, to  hurbonr ; bas —R_E 
reward for their encouragenient the way of Duty?! 
they leave themſelves at a looſe indi yas A 
or omitting Dury ar rheir own choice rot 
who ſhall erelong have their Heads-imcircled withat 
marceſſible Crown of Glory ? _— Noah worn Did Abre- 
ham thras > Did the three Fewiſh Worthies 
threatned with the ſcorchings of an hot fiery ce? 
Did Daniel thus, who norwichſtaniding the Roy | 
the contrary upon pain of being made a Prey | ro; 


=—__ my Nw. Lyons,” was yet t! To 
tion of holy Prayer, cal ” n 
fo him us Be did hore-ime? ( (b) } Of merkinks 
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It © ſhould ſhame usro ine Duty-.not ſevering in the 
4 faithful and k en" a -or per how _ 
rene pol r,  havipg allowed ys for our encou- 
Roiey, of Herten, as 2 bright glimpſe of fu- 
all our religions uadertakings, a reſ- 
pe who es tha recompence of.:xeward! Do you not ob- 
erve Chriſtians, how the Moan 7enturer puts to Sea, 
. rupnng many” a deſperate hazzard amidſt Storms , 
and” Tempeſts. in hope. of a gainful return * And with 
what undaunred Courage doth the valiant Souldier take 
his Life in his hand, encountring the fierceſt adverſary 
upoen'the hope of an uncertain 0 Why then ſhould 
we deEline oor Duty for fear of any Storm, who are al- 
ways +. aq ken ofthe Harbour, where once being landed 
*we are ſure ro enjoy an everlaſting calm * * Why ſhould 
hor we' ranch Tek the Lord's Batrels, who fight 
not'as "uncerain, but are ſure of the Day before we en- 
* ter the Field, and may ſound a triumph before the 
ViQtory, as knowing that through Chriſt we, ſhall be 
_ an -f*" + nh Oh why ſhould we be afraid 
et. 7g any Goliah-affliftions, to encounter 
a W hoſt of crolles , or to lufter any hery try» 
al 'in a way of duty, being cncouraged* thereunto, | 
by that Erernal recompe ence of reward which the Lord #® 
hath ſet before us? The Lord allowing us a reſpe&in # 
our obedience to rhe recompence of - reward, will 
expett. that we ſhould always bave an open ear, and an 


jN odediefit willing frame of Heart to fall in with oy 
= work -that he calls us to, not pleading the rang di 
, gulry againſt the faichful preformance © . duty. 
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and difficulties apprehended againſt our-dury-to- hi 
muſt aever be pleaded : Bur whareves-oppofi ba 
ever flames, ſaaxdihips, and fiery tryals ſtand i. 
vs and Chriſt, we muſt break chrough them all xo come 
unro Chriſt; in a way- of durityl tence wr 
reous Will. And.Jer mertel! you, in. vain an 
Man ſeek his'own ſafety our of a way of duty, or chink 
to be freed from that which is evil, by nogjettingunas- 
ing of that which is good. The Worlds greateſt poli- 
ricians, they think ro diflemble conſcience, to'comply 
with every prevailing faQtion, and ro turn, their backs 
upon the moſt neceſſary Dury, if the times will not 
bear it, is the way to live {acure and be at- reſt; But 
Believe ir, ro hold faſt our integrity. is the ſureſt.way-co 
ſafety, and if ever we would keep ane of harm's way, 
we muſt be ſure to keep in the way of God's pu wes. 
ments, © Jowah might at firſt play che fugitive, but hay- 
ing payd for his learning, befound by bis own expe- 
rience, that Nineveb was his ſafeſt way. (a) Ina wey 
of dury we have the promiſe af the faithful,Gad for 
our ſecurity : Bur out of that- we lie open mo- 
ment to all the hoſtile incurſions of Men and Devils. 
Lot kept his integrity in.S$edom, and vexed. his ri 

Soul in ſeeing their obſcene converſation : (6) The 
righreous God therefore kept Lot from Sodom's Miſery, 
and made Zoars a Sanftuary to him againſt their deſtry- 
Qtion. Ler therefore the ſafery, and everlaſting .en- 
couragement which *may always be found ina wayof 
duty, make us all ſtudy Heart-integrity, endeavouri 
to run the way of Chrifts commandments, with whar 
dangers and difficulties ſoever they may be attended. 
If out of a way of duty, you have the like promiſe of 
ſafety, proteQtion, and an Ererna] reward of Gloxy, tro 
what the faithful God hath made”you whilſt walking in 
all duriful obedience before him, then diſſemble $>n- 


(a) Pfal. gr. 17. | ' "bp 


(5) Gen. 19. 21, 22. 


240  erojiett of Heavenly oh, 
endo penny no for , buerumn your 
te upon the ways of Chiiſt and not! But if 
Chriſtians,you have only the promiſe Sn Con 
and. a .Crown of life re You, whilſt wal in 
the” way' of your duty, then rake heed leſt negie&: 


dom, thar-far more exceedi eternal Weight of 
Glory which the Lord hath allowed us to rake incourage- 
ment from iq all our obedi ſhould usrefolve to 


and to go on in the faichful performance of 
7, Wharever it coſt-us !” Though Chriftians, 
ince be diffculr," yet' our recom is ſure : 


there be hard{bips attending the commandmenrsof Chrift, 


in the way of his judgments, yet is it not 
beter togobey God «chan Man, and will not his Erernal 
Gmiles' make” : amends for rhe Worlds frowns? What 
though (in a word) thy obedience to Chriſts command» 
ments ſhould e thee to reproach, perſecution, and 
| ities in the world, a. having Heaven and 

Glory always in thy Eye, Jook not thy upon 
. duty, but hold*on in the. way of obedience, not 
doubring; bur the Lord who allows thee fo great encou- 
ragement- in the way of duty, will be ſure to Crown 
thee in the end after all » Ares with a far more 


uncguling and Erernal weight of Glory! 


( __ LK A « willing to ſpend, and be ſpent 
- in the erujee of Gods You may well put your hands to 
God's Plough, and give diligence to abound in the work 
of. the Lord, ſo long as he allows you for your better 


En» 


encouragement, to have Heaven and 'Eternal 38 
ways in your Eye: (c)- The 1ſracliter "removing: 
Tents, they went from Afthcab to Haſhmonab ; * from 
ſweerneſs ro ſwifrneis ; as thoſe ' names,” if 
upon according to their crue notarion, ſignify: 

riſtians, rhe go from the ſw of God's 
favour manifi in giving them a proſpeft oftheir fy- 
ture Glory, ro ſwiftneſs in running-cthe wie cf 
mandments.- The- end of God's bounty Is - 
ſo that the goodneſs of God diſcovering che 
of Heaven, and fetting that before you ;; () 
duty ſhould make you offer violence to it, 


to take it by force. The induſtrious 

refuſes no labour, but dorh willingly ſpend R 

his ſtrength in tilling the ground, for 

hath of a pleariful Harveſt, DR —_— 
not Chri 4 


nefit of all his endeavours. And ſhould | 
much more lay forth chemſelves in the ſervice of God 
with all diligence, having no leſs for theircencourage- 
ment, than a Crown of Glory, an Heavenly Kin , 
than the recompence of Eternal life ſet before-them'? 
We live, I confeſs in declining times ; and becauſe int 
quity doth abound amongſt us, the love of many be- 
gins to wax cold : But yer we maſt ſtill that 
the People of God are to live not by , bur by 
rule, which” requires that we ſhould always ſtrive wo be 
beſt in the worſt of times, that when ochers are ourlided 
and formal, we ſhould be fervent m ary tn 
Lord, (es) giving diligence to have our Zeal for God 
and his Glory by an Antiperiſiaſic, kindjed from 
the coldneſs of others. And truly there is that in the 
recompence-of reward, which if carefully eyed; would 
make us burn in Heavenly Zeal for , and cauſe 
us to run with all diligence and holy <co ion, the 
Race which he hath ſet before us. Let Men of « oat 
* ww Ww 


—————_—_— 


a) Mat. rr. 12. 


(9 Numb. 33. 29. 
e) Rom. 12. 31. 


. 
— » 


and ciny. 


_ opepoc js mary mbevy zeal for God an boly 
y diligence in«his ways no betrer than a 

_ of a .rcligious: dotage, yet kgep thy Eye ſted- 
fixed upon the recompence at the reward, and thou 
| not flack, thy. pace in. Heavens way, but mayſt 
C cantinue | ficdialt, unmoveable, always abounding 
mol work of the Lord. For what ſhould more ſtreng- 
en. our. Hearts. and Hands to all diligence in the ways 

of. God,. than to have Heaven with a Ithe Glory, and 
.x0pa ries thereof continually in our Eye before us ? Can 
lag having. fixed his Eyes upon, and expeRing 

ernal reward of Glory in Heaven, indulge himſelf 
and-powerle(s perfarmance of holy duties, 
g to be-carried on in-the Wark of the Lord, 
violence, and holy aCftiviry of Spirir * 
15 certainly unworthy the Glory of Heaven, 


phe thinks i not. well, worth his vemolſt diligence, and 


- 


Loveon Earth. (a) The Kingdom of Heaven is 

| not. for.loyrterers, burfor labourers: Nor for 

ofe that ſtand idle all the Day in Gods Vineyard,bur for 
thaſe that make - haſt. to. run the Way of his Command- 
ments. -* This. Kingdom, though. not meritable by the 
endeavours any mortal, but the. free gifr of God, 
Jet. is. never /to- be taken but by an holy Storm : Ner 
muſt any Man. ever. think to come there, that is nor 
willing, to gain it in. the ſweat of his brows. How then 
uld this all our Hearts with great thoughts, and our 
ands 7 all opportunities, ſending us torth to meet 
all. advantages, and engaging us to uſe all poſſible dili- 
ence in Heavens way ? An n You be content to 
if Heaven rather than La for it ? To be ſhur our 


——_— 
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+ 1x Cor: 1s. 58. ©. 

(a} Nom enim dormi cnt ious proventt regnum calorum, [od in 
Dei mandatis labor antibus. Leo Serm. 2. . de Epiphan. 
Pag-.25- p ; . F: ”Y 

* Xen &'® F eyaCaiyery BreGouloy ig Tis Searls; x; (i- 
Jura) Tis ants; dvamrunius wnmacuGdyer, Clem. 
Alex. 
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of the Paradiſe of, God for ever, rather than | 
ſelves into it, by an holy viglence 'through-the {tra 
Gate ? Can youggo roo. much for a+Crown- of Glory; or 
expend more ſtrengthan the fervice of God; than " wha 
the recompence of reward will make amends for ? "Oh 
believe ir Chriſtians; you'can never-put your time, yoltr 
ſtrength, your diligence to berter-utury, than'by Jayi 
forth all in the ſervice of God ! There 'is'nor aÞi ky 


not a ſigh, ner «tear, notthe leaſt ſtriggle of rhe E \ 
againſt the Fleſly herein, rhat-thail ever berloft* ( ; 
as Your diligence for Chriſt duth*abound in ork” 
of thes Lord, ifo. the-reward -of - Eretna} Life * 
ſhalt gzuch more abound-unto you, Your -wi 
vours ſhall be» crowned with: ftropg car 
your temporal ence on earth;+you ſhall ri | 
pms 7 of Erernal- _ * And for Ybur 
labour of love here, .you Thall- reſt for ever hereafter in 
the ſweet and delicigus.ecmbraces of your' beſt . 
the dear Lord Jef b pom ro {ee without ernd-will be 

«: enUleſs happinels'!/Qk rhen what diligence in the ſervice 

£ of God, whar , labour- in the work of rhe Lord,” what © 

Þ exaftneſs in all our Duties, .can de; ſufficient for thar 


F God, who hath- prepared ſuCh” tranſcendently glorious 
= and Soul-rapings fehcity, for thoſe,”rhar faichfully ſerve * 
. him ! Haſt thou Chrſtian, ſuch a Crown, and: yer rup 
no fafter ? Haſt rhou-ſuch an ererfial Triumph, ind yer 
fight the Battels of the; Lord with m6 morexourage and 
ativity ? Haſt -chou-fuch a bleſſed nd Canfiindeaety | 
clorious Reward, and” yet no morgy ihgenr, zealous. and - ? 
Y aboundthg in the ' Wor che d *, Oh rake a pro- 
ſpe& by the” Eye of ot -the Land of Promiſe, 
view the Glory, obſerve the. royalties, rake notice: of. 
the many choyce immunuries of tha. Heaveniy Canainy ; 
let the recompence of Erernal Life be always in. yours | 
Eye, and then forbear to be roons 12 ſpirit, when'ſer- 


— cp —_—_———_—_— og 4- — 


R (?) "Ons whelar win @, mrs nie Tgnar. Epiſt 4 
olyc. 
ving 


a ranch, The ſo rranſcengenr! reat and 

The endeavours of a IC ian for 
bear ſome proportion with” what 
receives from God. . Having there- 
fe boar lhe us 
we ink we can 


So « br open theny 


of Heitrvun the way 
ping it is all for che life of our pans; 00 tl that Os 
recom ' of Eterna}" Glory is ſtill before us, as the 
of all our Chriſtian;endeavours. 
+ CG) WALK naedly, mot | the World ner 
theo of the = 285 fſerrt dy Heart At aenas 


where yo de bf Thould affet 
wn Kh char the Poke which affords you of 
an eternal Reward ven, may attraQ and draw up 
your , I z wholly divorcing t from 
the Love of oyments. Th Lap» 
wing is made an Emblem of iry by ſome bicoald 


ning © Hate Coronet upon her head, ſhe yet feeds upon 

: Well ent a therhave a Crow © of 
_ > upon your z yet in your 
Eye, take heed that you be not ſuch | ye TR 
ownHappineſs as ro with delight upon the ſordid 
enjoyments of this pteſent World. Th that gal- 
lant #rbenian Captain, bid his Friend hy thoſe Brace- 
lets which be eſpicd on the ground, for he thoy art 
not 
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_ as tn. 


not, t Themiſtecles, implfing,that it it Was nd beflols a; a of 
his Place and Renown, to with fuch 2 
So Chriſtians let may" Friends down and om. 


brace ber Profits, and gurwa! 
i's belogy you that haye - Heaven in your Eye $0/bers 
with them. "Tis a thing = all you, | 


ward is laid up in the higheſt cav o topo be- 


oy your _ as to uy. out pour 
at the en igking och nt 


roo far below him, (+) Lk much more 
an ſcorn having Glory in 
fongd, Nike one - 9 baſs Eclows, 1 
ng Vanities of « dunghil 13. ore 

41M that ro redeem his ather, and. 

with his Wiſe, arcube what aKen. 4 ron ; 

he ity gal ered, tþ 

purchaſe her L Z Lite: But, prevailing 
upon eaſier rerms, 


| they re 
ded Cymru for + goodly 
know of his m 
ſhe, I cannot rell, bor i 
whom then ( 
on ? On wh 
would have - A aq go Life "ai bs own. Libergy 2. 
Thos CHE, 3 oy hoy Þ much ered; Buch E 


Love to Chriſt, and a he delightful 
be hon of 
7] you, 


Happineſs, and glor 

precio Blood = as 20s to wo nk 
the whole Whrld with 

looking after, much leſs ro me ny your pv. 
Time, your AﬀeCtions, your Surength upon it. The Re- 


| "WR *. AE : = 

: & AA; geured, a} 3Þ us 8 Oqptacrrane. Phut. The- 
miſt 

(i ) Nos cont emmere maluone, quam cont inere opes 5 imme 


centiam magir cupinus, magit patientiam flagit amu ; 
nas 107 bons efſe, quam we Ly Min. Feel. OR. 118. 


was asked in 


his Wife ?-T. 


\ ” . 
Foe 


4 4 Pripet» of Heavenly Gay, 


;whi ch 'God fas before ith it's an heavenly'Re+ 
js therefor fo not like Men under the curſe of 


. lie cron iing.s upon the Ground, and licking ve 
f the oc all your Tho honghrs, your it 


of Soul, be corftinually ol 
Tis RS oagh for Heithens who E/ 
Ne Kemps of his Glory, nor et 
L. erer E made to them, ro con- cl 
af eafure and Honour in the Ol 
K. afﬀfeCtions ro ruii our that way -: N 
on _ AL the Back- TL, chovah, ar 
. t with have E 
all it Royutern and Glory Ting before you, Ve 
| obedience, for you to be Earth- g] 
eeking bk things in t orld for your cl 
aoft” | mi that can be! v 
? What are the-Riches of the ta 
Glory ? What'is the Marnmon el 
o that CR Down of Righ- = V 
i< Lord. ſets befote- you, for ; go ber- =_— 
to all hol ly Sel-gemying and upright = 1c 
* im ? (c) Oh methinks iſtiaus»you = 21 
Dould even b and be aſham&dy/ ro Jer the World ger = 1c 
4 poſleflion of your Hearts, having no leſs an Erernity R 
" of Life and heavenly Glory in your 'Tis faid of rc 
the Loxdfſtone thar'it_ cannot draw Iron, ſo long as the n 
Diamond is in-preſence + And ſhall earthly Variities draw re 
* out” your” affeQtions after them, wy a Crown of Life, | ri 
all fer with fparkling ongs © is in preſence * 2 r 
Are you" cloathed Wi i Big: a garmeyty, and C 
cannot you now rumble th wich alf the Soabluna- n 
rjes under your Feet ? Have"you Heaven in hape, and = © 
will aot that content you, unleſs you may have the Earth 
: K 


4 aA. 4a - — Q  ——_..-— | —# 2A OR a. 5 w 


D —————— 


(7 © Confimnder: igitry quod its abutaris deſideriis twis 
adhereyas  fetidic mundi ftercoribus cum poſſir recrear! odo- 4 c 
riferis. roffs caleſtibus : Stella de contemnendis mundi va- > 0 


nitaribus. lib. 1, cap. 37. 
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with 
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with the fulne(s rhereaWin your Hand ? Do you not 
know what * Enemy the World is to che progreſs in Hea- 
vens way, den nying Men, if once they go abour to court 
it, a quiet paſſage chrough ir Territories, as the” King 
of Edim lid th the” Iſraelites , a the promiſed Conaadt ! 
Eſau by hunting too long after- Veni /4 loſt his Fa- 
chers Bleſſing : Thus whilſt ins free rs, Ri- 
ches and Promotions in the World, you will tofe with 
out a ſpeedy rerurn, the Bleſſing of an Eternal Life. A 
Man with a in his E yo pee ne carl nor with 
any delight behold the ee5 us if = your 
Eyes to be filled with the duſt of che Wow ne- 
ver clearly ſee, much leſs look upon with - | 
glorious Reward which God ſers before 
ches, Honours, wo" _ m_ 
World, r they luga 


L— 


eons 


was much he coke r ro 
look afrer the.c ings fo whiltt Mea 
are troubled igghe 1 bing - with ca penn en- 
joyments og 24 eaſily forger to ook afrer the 
Reward of Ererngl G lory: Tis a rare thing for Men not 
to loſe in Spirir when they gain'much in Temporals; 
not fo be -1mpoveriſh&d in Crie, by -their Riches; nor 
to ſtarve thitie Souls, when cheicgBodies proſper, and nor 
ro fall in their deſires afcer God, and Heaven; and Glo- 
ry, when raiſed a few ſteps higher ; inthis preſent World. 

Crates Thy was a huge deipiter of all w orldly enje = 


ments, as judging rhem prefagicial ro thz ferious ſtu 
of Philoſophy : and ſhall we chea' drown our ſelves in 


— —@ 


* Fortuna mnit creditur ; Of magno viatico bFeve wite 
iter, non inſtruitur fel onerarey. Minut. Fol. O&. 122. 

(e) Dulces ſint aivitie aman:: ious , [rd mori in olla : cun 
erimim reddant hominem inſol-wtem & ſuperbum trahunt ſecum 
ad maxtem £iernam. Idem lib. r. cap. 18. 

Luke 10. 41. 
'T world 
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"I A Proſpett 7” = Glory, 


worldly cares, who to co (8 Qudying Heaven and E- 
ternal. Glory ? AYR llloqs jc Chrilliony cha more you love 

the World, the ou enjoy for Heaven : Nei- 
-_ can you J a {rg ate Eternal Glory, and life 

your” Hearrs yo age burdened with e cares of 
his t: Life, How many wither in Spirit whilſt they 
EIS wing the more cold in their devo- 


ti Ee find themſelves in their worldly 
19> The berrer. ſome feather, their Detty, = 


thay arg to ſoar aloft, and fly to God 
the wing of Divine editation. And to tell you Fs 


eruth;'(w @ holy vane of our own once thoughr 


have well to Heaven, had nor the 
gon fo wellon ir ſide, asto bo wks _— 
ven to. be : ulr 
th *;f you ove you ui F: Ren alfare, and 
not go- abour to- Wo. your ever, by your 
_ wen. pd yy 


here the i there gd che 
vs your TT arv all laid up ts ! Petven, te oe 
Hao — \ eden —_— =ts in ont te 


*Tis not for fach Sw 

thoſe whoſe ; ſhould be fixed upon a 

ousReward in Heaven, to be Dae ving towar Phe 
Earth as their proper Center ! ouup into 
the- Mount, giving a proſpe&t ney cot Heavenly 
Glory, and cannot think. it good-to be there, bur 
you'muſt be going Wo in World] ph -mindedneſs to your 
earthly Comforts ?! Will you ſtill like the dptiea! be 


EF 
(f) ſgitur ut qui viam terit ed felicior, quo levior Tncedit : 
its beatfor in hoc intinere wivendi, qui paupertate ſe ſuble- 
1 quands. ſub divitiarum onere ſuſpirat, Minut. Foal. 
118. 


—_— 


Qui plas habet minori gaudet libertate, nec tam facile cor | 


ſurin attolkere poteſt ad Dominum. Idem. lib. x. Cap. 22. 


Non potes wel per terram iter facere ferens onus, & adime | 


Pers: te itnrum ad galum cum fir onufiu;, Tdem ibidem. 
feeding 
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be. ——_—_ I 2 — 
feedi Husks, when there is Bread enough to 

eeding upon Hi gh -'y cy 


in your Fathers Houſe? Will you ſtill be bailding 

naeſes for your ſelves on Earth, when rhe Lord 

you ſuch Manſions of Glory prepared in Heaven ? Foo- 
liſh Children ! When ſuch an erernally glorious Reward 
is h?!d our to you, by the Hand of your heavenly Father, 
how can you with any patience behold rhe World, or 
think it worthy that you ſhould ſpend ſo much as one 
chought upon it ! You ſhould live Chriſtians,ia the high- 
eſt Region of an heavenly Converſation, leaving thoſe to 
ſcramble for the World, that have nothing elſe ro ive 

on. (g) Thar of Laffantius was a brave heroick Spir 
which if chroughly imbibed would make you, all 
him,let che Kings of the Earth haye their 


Rich Men have their Riches, and the Prudent ofthis wW 
* thetn have pen we IG ſo rhat 

will only leave us t () »by patient cofitt + 
nuance pA well Glory, and Honour, and Immorta 

Jiry, and_Ererndl Life ! Ger your Hearrs fixed-upor your 
Treaſurer Heaveny*ahdA dare ſay ir will never ese 
you to ſee the, filling: rhe Bellies of he 

with his hid aſure on'Earth.” . Ir matrers not mach 
jo what they have in'hand; fo long'as God'allows you rg 
e have” always M inl@arteſſible Crown* of Glory in yours 
v0 WREyec. "Oh this is the Happineſs of Gods Reople evetiin 
l this preſenr World, that having jm theig Hearts once 
: k 
o 


, 


weaned from earthly Comforts, they live in'thefabucbs of 
the heavenly Feruſalemn! When onceghey leave of. to 
het upon rl 'GazJi&k and Onions of 


feed wir 

Ery:t, theyAhall then fit dow under the ſhdow of Gods 
lear!}} Love in Canaan, and there find his Fruit ſweer 
10their taſt ! When once they turn away their Eyes from 
bcholding worldly Vanities, they may behold with de- 
light the promiſed reward, and have their Eyes &Ontigu= 
ally feaſted with the-brighrt,entrancing beams of Heavens» 


(g) Sua ſibi habeant regna reges ; ſuas diwvitias d/vites ; 
IR [rm werd prudentiam prudentes ; relinquans nobis ftulrnian 
= BOL Lat. de Juſt. ib. 5. cap. 12. Pag. 493- 
= 6 L 2 ly 
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ty Glory ! (5) Who then for the defire of ſuch a Life 
would nor deſpiſe rhis preſent World ? Who for the de- 
light of that abundance, would not even fear the Rithes 
of gliding rime ! Who Mor the Love of that glorious 
ek 4 would not contemn as things of no value, all 
earthly Kingdoms ? Oh believe ir Chriſtians, you wi!l 
have Meat to cat which the World knows not of living 
Heavenly-minded ! The World can never feaſt her great- 
eſt Favourites with thole redundancies of Joy and Com- 
fort, which you may expe, getting weaned affeQtons 
to. things below, and living above. Let therefore "the 
Price of earthly Commodities fall, and the price of 
eavenly Commodities rife in your thoughts: And tho 
e ablent from your Treaſure in Body, yet fee that 
you be always prefent therewirh in Spirit. © In vain doth 
God afford you a bon of Glory on Earth, if it prove 
not a ſpiritual Load-Ntone ro attratt and draw up your 
Hearts as high as Heaven ! ag 
WALK patiently, as well ſatisfied to [u}er and bear 
the worſt oh Afiifizonr, that at length you may come to. Heaven, 
the beſt of Rewaras. Their Hearts may We be eſtabliſh- 


God alows'ro be fixed in every y mpon heavenly 
Glory. . And truly the condition of God's Peoplenn this 
preſent World,” doth evince the great neceflity of Divine 
Patience ro7all that will hve Godly in Chriſt Jeſus 


ed with divine Patience in every L-þ M1, whoſe EyesF 


Luther makes it the very definition of a Chriſtian to be a 


Crucian, who" deftiying himſelf mutt rake his Crol; 


and follow Chriſt. "The ord Jeſus hath Ko Crown: 


the one of Thorns, the other of Glory : They thar j2 


> 


would enjoy the latter aud be crowned with Gloiy, they 


» 


(h) Quiz neu illius witt deſiae Fo. p of utemn VU! !min re M. ; 


that ? Quis noniliius abundatitie deleAaments, divitias te 


pers labentiwexhrrrea;s ? Quis non illius recent dileftione, oY 


” 


nis terrens Regua contenmat ? Fulgent, ad Theodor. epitt. 
hy 


6. pag. $57. 
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muſt firſt undergo the former, and be crowned witi 
Thorns. What the Holy Ghoſt ſaid of Chrift, thar 
it-behoved him, ro ſuffer, and fo to enter into his Glory, 
the. very ſame holds true of all his People, (7) who 
through many afflitions muſt enter. into the Kingdom of 
God. The ſtones in Solomen's Temple were firſt hewen 
and poliſhed, and. then ſer up into a ſtately Building : 
So God's People, firſt they muſt be hewen and carved 
by ſufferings, before they can be fir ro build rhe Tem- 
ple of God in the heavenly Jeruſalem. To all the Peg- 
ple of God this World is a Wilderneſs, not a C:ataar ; 
an Egypt, not a Paradiſe; a troubleſome Sea, not an Har- 
boar of Reſt! The day that is without clouds; the ighe 
that is without Darkneſs ; the Joy: that hath noTorraw, . 
is reſerved for Heaven. So then the miſery of our pte- 
ſent condition, may well ler us ſee the neceſſity of Chri- 
ſtian, Patience to ſuffer and wait upon God in it. With- 
out Patiance every, burden will ſeem too heavy, every 
Cup that aur Reayenly Father puts info our Hand roo 
birrer, and every affliction-roo. Jong : Bur ger. Paticace, 
and that will lighten every burden; have Patience,and that 
will ſweer birrereſt potion; lengrhen Patience, and 
that wml the rime of all your affliitions ſeera 
ſhort. 'Thege i five obedience required of all Chri- 
Niangs ther they 'Mmay quietly ſuffer, and "tis porience 
muſt, he!p them :. 1t we bring evil upon our ſelves, rhen 
we thould afflit our Souls with Godly > bur if 
the Lord bring evil upon us, then we mt exerciſe Pa- 
rience, both quierly hoping, (+) and waiting for his ſal- 
vation. Qhriſtian Patience," is not- only a.come!y Grace, 
making miſery itſelf, by a pious deportment under 'ir, 
ſeem amiable ; bur 'ris alſo a neceſlary Grace, making 
the very worſt of Miteries ſe2m. tolerable, by framing 
a Mans mind to his preſent condition, when kis condi- 
tion 45 not to his mind. There are many Men profeſſing 
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the Coaton nag who - delle come - at their 
own Time, they preſently grow 1 ent of waiting 1 
God's time reſolving ro trade for ir apoori Own way : p 
| 
{ 


But were their Hearts eſtabliſhed with divine Patience 

they would never . thus precipirate their Mercies, nor 

think thar deliverance worth the having, which only 

- ſprings up our of the ruines of Faith, and a good Conſci- 
ence. "Tis the nature of Chriſtian Patience ro make a ' 

Man tenacious of his integrity, working in him a ſtrong | 
refolation not to purchaſe ths greateſt good, with the | 
comffiiſlion of any the leaſt evil. This makes a Man the | 

ſame in Priſon,as at Liberty ; the ſame in Poverty,as when 
abounding with Riches ; the ſame when under reproach, 

_ perſecution and foreſt calamities in the World, as when 

che Sun of outward proſperity ſhone bright upon him. 

Let what Storms will bluſter abroad in « orld, he 
enjoys his mind at home ; by Patience he holds poſlefii- 

6 on of himſelf (1) of his Wiſdom, ,of his Faith, of his 
Integrity, Meckneſs, Humility, and e other Grace ; 

; and. of rheſe all the Power, and. Policy of H<1Fir ſelf can 
never yy > him Such is the force of Chriſtian Parience, 

that it derives a kind of invincibility -intg the Sov], 
giving every Man that hath it, the rot ſecurity 
againſt all dangers. Impoveriſh hi way, bur can 
never undo him. -Perſecure him you may, bur” can ne- 

ver ruin him. (=) Kill him-you may, bur can never 

A conquer hi or take his Crown from him. For as 
Patience keepfhs in preſent poſſeſſion of our ſelves, and 

all ſaving Graces : So it will infallibly put us in full 
peſſſſion of Life, Happineſs, and all furure Glory. Be 
patient therefore, and ſtabliſh your Hearts in a quier de- 
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Poſſeſſio imporrat quietum dominium, Of tides pry patientiam © 

dititur homo ſuam animam peſſidere, in quantum radicitus 

* evell:: paſſiones adrverſitatum, quibus anims inquittatur. Agqui- 
mas. 22. Þ, 36. 23. 
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endance u God under all your ſufferi doubr- 
lag bur afhnr © ſorrowful night will pur, hn, Fw of 
Joy, after a wet ſeed-time will come a plentiful harveſt, 
after a weary Week will come an Eternal Sabbath 'of 
reſt in the heavenly Canaan! (=). The Vifion is for an 
appointed tune, bur at the end it will ſpeak and not lie : 

hough ir ry; wait for it, for it will ſurely come and 
will nottarry, Weare apt to antedate the Viſionsof God, 
and to make them ſpeak deliverance before cheir appoin- 
red time ;* bur we muſt learn by Faich and Patience to 
wait upon God for their ſcaſonable accompliſhment, 
elling our ſelves that though rhey may tarry beyond 
our Time, yer they will never tarry beyond God's 
time. When we are prepared for s tag , and” thkar 
Mercy ripened for us, the Viſion of Mercy, of 
Comfort, of deliverance will be ſure to come, and will 
not tarry. The Lord uſually makes the preſſures of his 
People, The prefaces of his Mercy to them, raking occa- 
ſion from their low condition, ro. compaſs them about 
with Songs of deliverance. When the Morhiag is at 
the darkeſt, then comes the gladſonge Day : So when the 
contin gan People is moſt dark, and ſad, and 

loomy, e Day of deliverance will dawn upon 
= Sea is at ahe loweſt ebb, then in comes 
the tide: So when God's People are in the loweſt con- 
dition, then a tide of all furable Mercies will come flow- + 
ing in upon them. When (in a Word) the Wine at 
the Marriage ſolemnize& at Cans in Galike, was all ſpent 
and the Water-pors filled up to the brim with Warer, 
then did our Bleſſed Lord rurn' that Water into Wine : 
So when the proviſions of God's People are all ſpenr, 
and their Souls filled up to the brim with the birrer 
Waters of Marsh, then will the Lord turn thoſe Warers 
into the Wine of Eternal Conſolation. Be patient there- 
fore Brethren, holding faſt your integrity, and let no 
Reproach, no Perſecution, no evil entertainment - that 
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you. meet from the World ; (-) make any of you 


grow difſloyal and antimagiſtratical: Bur remember 
with divine La#antius, your Religion muſt be defended 
not by killing, but by dying, not by inhuman crueky, 
but. by Chriſtian Patience, not by the perperration of a- 
ny Wickednefs, but by holding faſt the mrſtery of Faith 
in a. pure conſcience. *Tis the moſt unſeemly thing 
that can-be, for a Chriſtian having affurance that che Rod 
of the Wicked ſhall not always reſt upon his lor, to put 
our highand through impatience to any iniquity. We 
diſhononr the God of Heaven when we at fo far be- 
low. our ſelves, our engagements, our. hopes on Earth. 
What, ſhould not the hope of a joyfal Harveſt make 
you patiently endure the fortow of a wer Seed-time ? 
Should nor the expeCtation of an Erernal Reward, make 
you patiently endure all preſent ſufferings ? -And a proſ- 
pe&t of Heavenly Glory, ſhould 'nor that make you with 
all Patience endure whatever Reproathes, whatever Aft- 
fliftions, whatever Bonds,Perſecutions,and Impriſonments, 
you ſhali meer with on Earth? Oh remember it Chriſtians, 
therefore doth-the Lord allow you to have regard in all 


' your obedience ro Heaven and Glory, that fowyou might 


not regard any ſuffering, Perſecution orgiery Tryal that 
may poſlibly artend-you in a way of ob@dience, bur with 
Patience undergo them all. The Lord hath fixed Heaven 
at the end of Duty, that we may learn with more Parti- 
ence to break through the difficulties of the Way. And 
that we may not give over our diligence for God, nor 
graw impatient through our preſent Miſeries, he gives 
as leave 1n all that we do, and ſuffer, to have an Eye 
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(o) Defendenda enim relizio eff, mon occidendo, ſed mor;- 
endo ; non ſevitis ſed patientid ; non ſcelere, fed fide. La- 
Qtant. de Juſtir. lib. 5. cap. 19. pag. $20. Oy 209 - ay" 
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upon our (4)furure Happineſs, And certainly Chriſtians 


you had need of Patience (as rhe Apoſtle faith) thar af- 
rer you have done the Will of God, ye may reccive the 
Promiſe. Without Patience after we have done God's 
Wi!l, there is uſually no receiviug of the Reward for 
doing his Will. Through Patience the Will of God 
is fulfilled in us, and the Promiſes inherited: Go 
on therefore ſuffering his Will, and waiting with 
Patience for the promiſed Inheritance of eternal Life, 
thar- will follow afrer. Oh be not impatient of thar 
Sorrow which will end in Joy; be not impatient of 
that Crofs which leads to a Crown ; be nor impati- 
ent of that Cloud of Diſgrace, which anoa ſhall be 
changed into the bright Sun-ſhine of. erernal Glory ; 
be not (in a word) impatient of thoſe AMﬀMidtions 


through which you will ſhortly enter into the 
dom of God! Oh labour, having Heaven in 


King- 


your 


Eye,. with Patience ro wade through the big-ſwelling 


Waters of all earthly Affiiftions ! 


(9) WAL K fiducially, endeavouring that at all times your 
hearts may be eftabliſhed with a well grounded aſſurance of | 
intereſt in that glorious reward which th: Lord hath ſet 
before ,you. Let it nat ſuffice, that you have Heavenin 
your Eye, bur laboar alſo ro have the affurance there- , 
of in your own Hearts. **Tis good to have a fight 
of Glory, but it is much®better ro know that we 
have a right to Glory. To have an Intereſt in e- 
cernal Life is the ſtrongeſt ground of Comforrg- tur 
rill* there be ſome Afſtrance and Knowledg of our 
Intereſt, we uſually have ſmall ſenſe of Comfort. For 
the fear of coming ſhort of Heaven, makes the Soul 
ro live continually in a temporal Hell, depriving it 
of all thar Comfort which an Intereſt in heavenly 
Glory, if known and improved, would otherwiſe have 
filled it with. Hagar's (a) Well did not comfort her, 
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you meet from the World ; (s) make any of you 


grow diſloyal and antimagiſtratical: But remember 
with divine La#antius, your Religion muſt be defended 
not by killing, but by dying, not by inhuman crueky, 
but by Chriſtian Patience, not by the perperration of a- 
ny Wickednefs, but by holding faft the miſtery of Fauh 
in a. pufe conſcience. 'Tis the moſt unſeemly thing 
that can-be, for a Chriſtian having aflurance that the Ro 

of the- Wicked ſhall not always reſt upon his lot, to put 
our highand through impatience to any iniquity. We 
diſhononr the God of Heaven when we at fo far be- 
low. our ſelves, our engagements, our- hopes on Earth. 
What, ſhould not the hope of a joyful Harveſt make 
you patiently endure the ſortow of a wer Seed-rime ? 
Should nor rhe expeRation of an Erernal Reward, make 
you patiently endure all preſent ſufferings ? -And a prol- 
pe&t of Heavenly Glory, ſhould 'nor that make you with 
all Patience endure - whatever Reproaches, whatever Af- 
fictions, whatever Bonds,Perſecutions,and Impriſonments, 
you ſhali meer with on Earth? Oh remember it Chriſtians, 
therefore doth the Lord allow you to have regard in all 
your obedience ro Heaven and Glory, that fowyou might 


not regard any ſuffering, Perſecution orghery Tryal that | 
may poſſibly arrend-you in a way of ob@ience, bur witlr 


Patience umlergo them all. The Lord hath fixed Heaven 
at the end of Duty, that we may learn with more Pati- 
ence to break through the difficulties of the Way. And 
that we may not give over our diligence for God, nor 
grgy impatient through our preſent Miſeries, he gives 
as leave 1n all that we do, and ſuffer, to have an Eye 
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upon our (#)furure Happineſs, And certdinly Chriſtians 
vou had need of Patience (as rhe Apoſtle ſaith) rhar af- 
rer you have done the Will of God, ye may reccive the 
Promiſe. Without Patience after we have — 
Wi!l, rhere is uſually no receiving of the Reward for 
doing his Will. Through Patience the Will of Gad 
is fuffilled in us, and the Promiſes inherited: Go 
on therefore ſuffering his Will, and waiting with 
Patience for the promiſed Inheritance of eternal Life, 
thac- will follow afrer. Oh be nor impatient of thar 
Sorrow which wil} end in Joy ; be not imparient of 
that Crofs which leads to a Crown ; be nor impati- 
ent of that Cloud of Diſgrace, which anoa ſhall be 
changed into the bright. Sur-ſhine of erernal Glory ; 
be nor (in a word) impatient of thoſe AﬀMidtions 
through which you will ſhortly enter into the King- 
dom of God! Oh labour, having Heaven in your 
Eye,. with Patience ro wade through the big-ſwelling 
Warers of all earthly Afﬀiictions ! 


(9) WAL K fiaucially, endeavouring that at all times your 
hearts may be eftabliſhed with a well grounded aſſurance of | 
intereſt in that glorious reward which th: Lord hath ſet 
before you. Let ir nat ſuffice, that you have Heavenin 
your Eye, but laboar alſo ro have the affurance there- , 
of in your own Hearts. **Tis good to have a fight 
of Glory, but ir is much®better ro know that we 
have a right to Glory. To have an Intereſt in e- 
ternal Lik: is the ſtrongeſt ground of Comfort g- tur 
rill* there be ſome Afſtrance and Knowledg of our 
Intereſt, we uſually have ſmall ſenſe of Comfort. For 
the fear of coming ſhort of Heaven, makes the Soul 
to live continually in a temporal Hell, depriving it 
of all thar Comfort which an Intereſt in heavenly 
Glory, if known and improved, would otherwiſe have 
filled it with. Hagar's (a) Well did not comfort her, 
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though cloſe by her, till the Lord opened + her Eyes 
to ſee it; nor could Mary Magdalen» refrain her weep- 
ing by Chriſt's () Sepulchre, becauſe though Chriſt was 
preſeqgt with her, yer ſhe did nor know him: S$o 
though the Well of Life Everlaſting - be re us, 
and Chriſt having the Reward of eternal Glory in 
his Hand be preſent with us to Crown us, ,yetif we 
know not all this, we may well be filled with Sor- 
row, and go weeping.as Men withour Hope from 
day to. day. For it is not ſo much Heaven, as the 
A ce of Heaven, nor ſo much an Intereſt in e- 
ternal Life, as the Knowledg of our Intereſt in thar 
glorious reward, that can wipe away all Tears from 
our Eyes, and make our Hearts rejoyce with Joy 
unſpeakable and full of Glory. The Safery of your 
Souls depends indeed upon your Intereſt in the Re- 
compence of eternal Glory; that gives them the 
ſtrongeſt Security - againſt an everlaſting Shipwrack ; 
ſo that let what Storms and Tempeſts will be abroad 
in the World, yet having an Intereſt in heaven! 

Glory, they ſhall never miſcarry, but be Janded fate 
upon the wiſhed Shoar of eternal Reſt: But yet the 
Comfort of your Souls, and Hearts, and Lives doth 
mainly depend upon the Knowledg-and Aſſurance of 
that bleſſed latereit. You may 'be ſafe with a bare 
Intereſt in Heaven, but you can never be Comfor- 
. table, nor free from Heart-perplexing Thoughts all the 
day long, without. knowing your ' Intereſt, without 
ſome Affurance of Heaven as your eternal Inheritance ! 
'The Sun when hid in a Cloud, doth not yield thoſe 
comfortable Irradiations and guilded Beams of Bright- 
neſs ro- refreſh us, as at other times, when ſhinin 

. Forth im its Noon-day Splendour : | So neither mu 

you Cx the like Comfort from Heaven and e- 
, ternal Glory to folace your Hearts, your Iatereſt there- 
in being hid from your Eyes, as otherwiſe they would 
afford, did you but know Heaven to be your home, 
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and eretnal Glory to be entailed upon you as r 
Portion in another Werld. Yon then that would live 
Comfortable, and die Trinmphing, give diligence ro 
know what Right you ave ro the Recompence of 
Reward. *'Twill afford you little Comfort to have 
Heaven in your Eye, ſo _s ns you want the AC 
ſurance'vf Heaven in your Hearts, not knowing bur 
you may eternally fall! ſhort of ir. 'A proſpe&t of e- 
ternal Glory, without a known Intereſt jn eternal] 
Glory, will prove bur a dull Cordial. Be thy Right 
t6 erernal Life never fo good, yer thou Joteſt rhe 
Comfort thereof, ſo long as thy Evidences foreternal 
Life are not. cleared up. And had you rather dwell 
in the Tenis of Keadar invelop'd in thick Darkneſs, 
than to live and die affured of the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem as your own Inherirance? Had you rather- walk 
under the Feats of Death, and be filled every day 
with the dreadfou] Apprehenfions of eternal] Burnings, 
than to know rhat&your Names are written in 
Book of Life? Had you rather be wandring in the 
Wilderneſs, not knowing whether ever you ſhall come 
to Canaan, than to be upon” ſure ground for thar 
holy Land? Had you rather be ſhur up ina black 
Cloud, thatt ſolace your Souls in the bright Sun- 
ſhine of God's Love and Favour? Had you rath 
be under continual Toſlings at Sea, and hve at the 
Mercy of every enraged Wave, than to come with 
full Sails into the peaceful Harbour of a divine Ple- 
rophory > Had you rather. be upon Uncertainties for 
an heavenly Manſion, than to know that if your earth- 
ly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diffolved, you have 
a Building of God, an Houſe not made wittt Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens? In one word, hal you ra- 
ther barely Jook upon -heavenly Glory, thary to be- 
hold it with - an Eye of Faith, as that which ſhall 
infallibly be the Reward of all your Obedience, to 
Crown you with? What (alas!) are all the Royal- 
ries of Heaven and Glory to me, if I may nor 
know them to be mine* Were all the as a4 
> 6 eq- 
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heavenly Glory collefted and gathered together in 
one Sun, yer what were all this tro me, it ſtill Sbe 
left ro'ſfit in Darkneſs, not ſeeing any ground! of 
Claim ro one beam of that Glory ? Let all the Clu- 
ſters of Canaan, Jet all the Grapes of that, Holy 
Land, be preſſed and ſtrained into one Cup, yet whar 
Comfort can my Soul - have thence when ſeaing 
them, I know not but 1 may want them for ever ? God 
allows us in all*' our Obedience to look at Heaven, 
and Glory, _ and eternal Happineſs, but wherewith 
ſhall I clear vp my Hearr, and make glad my Soul, 
if I cannot look upon Heaven as uy Heaven, ypon 
Glory as my Glory, upon eternal Happineſs as my 
own Happinels, and exceeding great Reward ? What 
ſweetneſs can a Chriſtian draw from the Promiſe of 
eternal Life, if he know not himſelf ro have an In- 
rereſt in it, and be. not ſure to live eternally by it ? 
Loſe not therefore the Comfort of your Souls in an 
heap of Uncertainties ; do not caf away through yeur 
Unbelief, thoſe Cordials which "God hath provided 
for you ; oh! fir not down ſatisfied any longer with- 
ous the aſfurance of Heaven, if you. would not live 
and die without the Joys of Heaven! Many there 
are, (I confeſs) that cry down Aſſurance unler the 

roachful Nick-names ., of carnal- Confidence, Pre- 
Tumprtion and Security, as if this heavenly Manaa 
like that i4n the Wildernets were *ſubje& ro Corrup- 
tion, and would breed Worms, making Men turn Li- 
bertines, grow careleſs, and ceaſe to work out. their 
own Salvariof with Fear and Trembling. Burt the 
truth is, there are none that ever walk 'ſo chearty], 
{o upright, ſo circumſpet in Heavens way, as thofe 
char kngav 'they ſhall infallibly come there. Among(t 
all Men in the World, - thoſe are always moſt fted- 
faſt, moſt immoveable, moſt abounding in the Work 
of the- Lord, that know their Labour ſhall never be 
in.yain, but. be Crowned at length with eternal Reft. 
Whoever expeCts to receive much from God, and 
hath the Hope of eternal Life abiding in him, ſuch 
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an one will- moſt willingly ſpend; and be ſpent in 
the Service. of God, giving diligence above al} others 
to purify himſelf- as (c) he is pure. As well you may 
ſay that the Fire will make a Maa freeze withcold, 
as that the Aſlurance of eternal Life will make God's 
People grow ſecure, floathfu}, and negligent in their 
Chriſtian Courſe, taking boldneſs to live as they liſt. 
What doth the Affurance of future Glory, diſpoſe 
thoſe that have ir, ro turn the Grace of God 1ato 
Wantonneſs ? Shall a known Intereſt in the Reward 
of eternal. Life, be thought to make Men love the - 
Wages. of Unrighteouſneſs ? Muſt the knowing that 
we have an-Inheritance amongſt the Saints in Light, 
incline us.to have the more Fellowſhip with the 
uafruicfal Works of Darkneſs? Can you think that 
the Souls Evidences for Heaven, ſhould encourage ir 
tc walk the. way, which leads .to Hell? Men that 
are yet unacquainted-with the Spirit of Adoption, 
not - knowing/whatggt is to have the hope of eternal 
Life abiding in them, may -tell you ſo, and with a 
great deal of Confidence, - they may ſpeak out ſuch 
fine Repugnances, as if the ſparklings of the white 
Stone, . would beget a Stone. in the, Heart of God's 
Children, and the - reading of their new.” Name writ- 
ten therein, wonld make them att contrary” to their 
new Nature,: But ger a well-grounded afſurance{f 
heavenly Glory, fabour to have the hope of erernal 
Life abiding within your ſeives, and you ſhall eaſily 
fiad by your own. Experience what a ſtrong En- 
gagement this wilt be to all Holy, Upright, and 
CircumſpeQ, walking before the Lord, making you a 
thouland times e willing, than ever to ſpend and 
be ſpent in. his Service. Dvell therefore,no Tonger 
in Generals; loſe not your Comforts ina heap of 
meer Conjeftures, and Cucertainties : Bur give dili- 
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(c) 1 John 3. 3. 
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gence now to botrom your Souls upon a ſure Foundari- 
on, labour to read your own Names (4) written in the 
Book of life Eternal ; and ler ir not ſuffice you ro have 'a 
Profpe& of Heaven and Glory, bur be thre ro ger good 
Evidence for them. 1s it nor berter to lie- ſafe art An- 
chor, than to be left every moment to the Pleaſure of a 
Wave? Ob let Faith no longer be pur to ſilengh, 
endeavouring to in its own proper Diale& : Bur ler 
r Right e ſoclear to the Kingdom of God; ro 
[prarkir yas eternal Glory, that you may fay, this Heaven 
is my Heaven, and this —_—_— my Glory, and this 
Kingdom is prepared of God for me, as the-place of my 
erernal Abode'! Oh yþis will be the ſtrongeſt Cordial 
when you come to die, to know that your Names are 
wrirren in-che- Book of Life, and ſhall-never be blorrel 
our! Oh how comfortably may you leave the Wilder- 
neſs of this World, when you know you are now going 
ro take Poſſeſſion of the heavenly Canzaan* Oh *cis 
good having an Eye ro rhe Recompiſee of eternal Life, 
when we know ws ſhall ſhortly be Crowned with thar 
glorious Reward !' A well-grounded Aſſurance of Hea- 
ven; this isthis Suburbs of the new Feraſalem; and ob 
with whar comfort may we live there a while, when we 
know the Gares thereof ſhall never be ſhar againſt 
p, e ſhall have an abundant entrance into hae = 
Petafting Kingdom ! ' 


(re)W 4 L K comfort ably, got deſpunding rider any affitiar, 
bas rejoycinng im the aſſured hope and expeFation of that reward 
which s ſer before you. They ſhould never allow themſelves 
ro-go without Joy in their Hearrs, whom the Lord al- 
louy. to walk continually with Heiven in their Eye. 
chongh ſoreſt AfﬀliQtions ſhould wairupon you, though 


(4) ToX..appaCare 5 . LrdualGr oe ds xlionds 
Ne s WiSrugd mes; dornd4 re Sex ou va ois ms aitorieg (40- 
Yes. Caryl. Hier, Carecheſ. i. pag. 2. 
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ſharpeſt Perſecutions ſhould overtake you ; whether the 
days of your Pilgrimage be cloudy or clear, ſhining with 
Proſperity, or lowring with Adverſity ; , yer ſo longas 
you have before you an immarceſcible Crown of Life 
that can never wither, why ſhould you ſuffer your Come 
forts to wither and fade, and die within you ? Whar, 
ſhalf every Norchern Blaſt nip Glory inthe Bud ? Shall 
the Wilderneſs of worldly ictions,, Which is not fo 
thick ſet with any Difficulties, bur by Faich you may ſee 
through them all, make you hang down your Heads like 
a Bull-ruſh, and-go diſconſolate, when all the of 
the heavenly Canaan lies before you? Muft the 

pence of eternak-Life loſe its Powegzto Comfort, «when e- 
. ver the World gets a Power to 1&t you ? Cannor 
Heaven it ſelf Miniſter Sweetneſs, if at any time your 
earthly Enjoyments ſhould be imbittered, to you ? How js 
it thar You are not aſhamed to let the Malice of a few en» 
vious Philiſtines tap up all thoſe freſh Springs of Com- 
fort which God hathpencs in Heaven to refreſh and 
make glad your Sous * The Sun once appearing in our 
Hemiſphere, the Clouds are preſently ſcattered, and all 
the dark Shadows of the Night, they fly away : Thus 
when the Lord gives u$a ſight of Heaven, and makes the 
Reward of eternal Life in all irs R&yalries and Glory to . 
A * before us, all Clouds of Diſconſolatenes 

then be ſcattered, and all the dark Shadows of worldly 
Sorrow, they ſhould for ever take Wings and fly away, 
(s) So we find ir, T am ſure with good Habethat, who 
having fixed his Eye- upon God, as one that would 
Crown him ar length with eternal Salvation, he reſolves, 
come: what will come, to Feaſt his Soul continually wirk 
the Joy ofthe Lord, ke purpoſes to live and die with his 
Mouth, or rather with his Heart full of hiddeg Mannag 
he gets him up into'the Monnt of "Transfguration, *re- 
Jolving that whatever Storms are abroad in the World, 
he will never be driventhence ! And what is it, I would 
fain know, that makes you who have the ſame Encou- 


(e) Habakkuk 3. 17, 18. 
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ragement with this holy Prophet, to eat all your Comforts 
with bitter Herbs? Why 1s it that your Hearts are fi1- 
led with Bitterneſs, and your Mouths gunning over con- 
tiaually with the Gall of fad Complaints * How comes 
it to paſs, Chriſtians, if one may know, that you walk 
all the day long in the Valley of Tears, never labouring 
- to ger yourſelves up iato'the Mount with G g to 
ſolace your deje&ed (gF Souls by raking & PrOffpeRt 
of the heavenly G#naan ? Though ſuch may well hence 
out of heart as are ſtill withour Hope in the World : 
Yer certainly its below the Hopes of God's: own People, 
to be daily twallowed up of thoſe worldly (b) Sorrows, 
which will ſhortly be turned into Joy unſpeakable, and 
full of Glory. Undcſtand then ye bleſſ:d of the Father, 
where pos Comfort lies, and fee that fixing your Eye 
upon the Recompence of eternal Life, you hve conti- 
ox (i) rejoyging in hope of the Glory of God ! 
The Wicked they go rejoycing all the day long, though 
their Portion be only in this preſent Life : And will nor 
ou much more walk comforrablſÞ to whom belongs the 
everſion of eternal Life, and whoſe Reward ſhall be fo 
great in Heaven ? The (4) Eyesof nngadly Men are con- 
tinually beholding Vanity, and yereven hence you may 
find them taking a ggeat deal of ſenſual Joy, and carnal 
Contentment: And is there no Joy to be found ih þe- 
+ holdingthe Glory of Heaven, no Comfort flowing» in 
uÞon your Souls from a proſpe&t-of erernal Happinels ? 
Whar, are the Warers of Abana* and Parphar, . fo much 
bercer than the Waters ef Jordan ? Shall a ſmal! glance 
of worldly Felicity, afford mote Matter of Joy and 
Gladaeſs, than an Eye bcholding with open view the 
Kingdom of Heaven, with all its Royalties and ſurpaſſing 
Glory ? Oh who ſhould walk comfortable, and rejoyce 


(g) Triftetur et deflcat, 5 fibi male fit in ſecu'o, cui mon 
poteſt bene efſe poſt ſeculum. Cypr. contra. Demettiam. 

þ) Joha 16. 20, | 

(:) Rom. 5. 2. 

(&) Mat. 5. 12, 
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on Earth , "if not the People of God, whoſe Eyes are con- 


tinually feaſted 'wich bright Viſions of o 
erernal'Glory from Heaven ! . Awake then oh. flu 
Chriſtian, and go forth chearfully to the Work of the 
Lord : . There 1s noſuch Lyon inghe way as thou dream- 
eſt of; ox if there be, why yet in thar very Lybn thou 
may? $od ny ! The way to Heaven 15-not ſo dark 
and mYFas moſt 4 bough indeed ir be ſtrair 
and rtdious to Fleſh and Blood, yet thereftands abr 
Crown of eternal Glory at the-end, which makes ir com- 
fortable. Be aſhamed then, ' having ſuch encouragemenc 
to walk diſconſolate in Heavens way. "There" are nor {o 
many Thorns to prick you, -as Roſes:to' refreſh you': 
Nor half ſo much cauſe of Sorrow, Wrhere is of 

fort, and rejoycing of Spirit. Chriſtians walking in Hea- 
ven's Way,. they may meet (I confeſs) wirh'a fiery Try- 
© a], but then there 3s tome Light for their Comfort,” as 
well as Heat ro Torment them. end let me tell you, the 
ore your Hearts are melted and foſtned in; ſuch a Fame, the 
deeper will be the Impreſſion ®*Sf givine Love, Conſolation and 
Sweerneſs upon them, - A ſight of. Glory from Heaven, is 
then molt Cordial, when we-can 'ſce nothing bur Bonds 
and Impriſonmehrs, and foreſt Afi&ions. to abide vs on 
Earth. (a) How ſweetly die +Srepher, "rhar blefied Pro 
ro-mirtyr, fall aflcep under a Shower of Stones, as if ho 
had gone to Heaven ina Bed of Dowa ? The Reaſon of 
a'l Was this, he ſaw Heaven open and Jeſus ſtand- 
ing at the zight Hand” of God, ready to turn every ” 
Stone that was. thrown at him *4nto an orizne Pearf, 
and to Crown him fo ſoon as ever he had pailed 
the Strairs of Death, wich erzrnal Life. Thi. mide 
him forget his Sorrow, and walk on wich Comforr 
through the Valley of Death, chat at length he, might 
come to that Glory in Heaven, . which he found fach a 
Cordial to his Son], when realy to leave her earthly Ta- 
bernacle. And why is irthit we having the fame Re- 
comp:nce of Reward fer 'before us, caunot endure the 
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fike Hardſhips with the ſame Comfort * Muſt there be 
ſo much allo to make us live upon thoſe Cordials, which 
Heaven it ſelf hath provided for us? Are the Conſola- 
tions of God grown ſmall with us, that we reſolve thus 
ro walk with ijorcowful Hearts, whilſt he ſhews us Hea- 
ven as ina Glaſs, and ſets Glory in our Eye? Shall e- 
very. light Afficition ear &* the Heart of ax Comfort, 
when we ſee there lies before us afar more exceeding and 
ma) Weight of - Glory? , Either Chriſtian ler thy 
eart feel more, or thy Eye ſee leſs, of Heaven: And 
do. not go. to- bring up an. 1!1 Report upon the cele- 
ſtial Canaan, by walking diſconſolate in the way thither ! 
For you that havegHeaven before you, ro come weeping 
after ; for you that hav©& Glory in your Eye, to be filled 
with Sorrow ;. for you that may hope to live witf-God 
for ever in. the Mount, to go mourning from day to day 
like Doves of the Valley; how*unteemly were this # 
If the World be bitter, yer ſweer is Paradiſe. If the 
Farth caſt you out, yet H wilt receive you. If 
here you be tolled with Sto like a Ship ar Sea, yet 


rien at the wiſhed Shoar of Ererniry, you will find 


reſt. If inthis (5) World Men Revile yau, and Perſecure 
you, ſaying all manner of Evil of you falfly for Chriſt's 
ſake, yer ſtill you ſhould walk rejoycing, and be exceed- 
ing glad, becauſe great is your Reward in Heaven. * And 
oy ſogreat Matters are all our AﬀfiSions on Earth, 
that they ſhould be able co imbitrer Heaven ? Pray you, 
(c) what is AMiQtion ro Glory? What is Tight AMiR: 
on toa weight of Glory ? What is 'a ſhort momenrary 
Affliction, that like a little Cloud, will ſoon be blown 
over, to (Ked' pris ois wa Convy Bde®@ HiEms) a far 
more exceeding, and eternal Weight of Glory beyond 
all poſſible Hypetbole, that will never be over ? Thar 
Man (ſure) never looked by Faith ſo far as Heaven, 
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(5) Mar. 
(c) 2 Cor. 4. 16. 
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hom any Afflittion on earth can make to go weeping 


be 

ke Rachel, refuſing to be Comforted. 

=o 

ws (11) WALK purely, endeavouring to cleanſe your ſelves 
ban rom all filthineſs of Flejb and Spirit, and to mortifie every 

E- bat would ſpoy! you of your Reward. It becomes "not rhoſe 
rt, What have the, Recompence of ergrnal Life before them, 
nd Mo love the Wages of Unri neſs: Nor thoſe that 


hy ave Glory in their Eye, to make themſelves by the Pol- 
ad Mutions thacare in the World through Luſt, like one of 
le- baſe Fellows® The Inheritance of che Saints in Lighr, 
r! S.a pure, and an undefiled Inheritance: And there- 
1g Wore bebolding it, we muſt labour to be changed into the 


ed me und Purity, and Holineſs with ir, would we 
pd vez came to the Enjoyment of it. The Lord al- 
ay DWSS a fight of Heaven in all our Obedience, that be- 
FT, 

he 

if CAN 0 

et 

d 


mm 


C_ 


of eternal Glory. The Hope of furure Happineſs, is che 
me Iducement to preſent Liolineſs. Every Man (e) 
that hath this Hope in him, purihzrh himſelf, as he - is 
pure. Hope to be like Chriſt hereafter, Glorious as he 
1s Glorious, and Bleſſed as he is Ble{ied, will work in us 
a defire tro be as like him as we can here, Pure as he is 


Pure, and Holy as he is Holy. He thatharh moſt hope 
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(4) 2 Cor. 3. 18. 
(e) 1 John 3. 3. 
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of being ſaved, wi!l give moſt diligence of all others to 
be fan&ficd, We never cleanſe our Hands ſo much, as 
when we have Glory in Hope : Nordo we ever Purif, 
our Hearts io threughly, as whin we have Heaven in our 
Eye. _Whea Mc; had been with God vpon the Mount, 
he eeme down with his Face ſhining « Thus if at any 
time God calls erp ing the Monnr with him felf, wing 
$a ſrehe of thar (:1ory, which ſhal! ſhorrly Þ+ revealed in 
us; \we fhon!Fhe tvre rovcome down, having not only 
ot Faces, bur ovr Hearrs Ikewiſe ſhining with uvnfpor- 
red Purity. It were the moſt unbeconrs thing in the 
Word, for thoſe ro D-file themſelves with any  Unrigh- 
teouſorſs, who have their Eye continually fixed upon 
an undefilcd lrhcritance, expetting avthe full Reward 
of all their Lat ours, a Crown of Righteouſneſs. Whar, 
ſhall not Heaven's Brightnels expel! the Darkneſs of Hel! 7? 
©hall not the Hope of 4 ternal Happinefs, promore in ou; 
Hearts and Lives the Work of - Holinefs ? | Is there a 
Crown of Glory at the end of qur Chriſtian Courſe, and 
ſha!l not that make us walk Pare and Undefiled in rhe 
way thither? With whar Face, Chriſtian, canſt«thou 
look vpon,the Recompence of eternal Life, and yer ſtu- 
dy to gritify thy own bruriſh Appetite, defiling thy 
felf every day with the Pollutions, ſuperſtitious Obſer- 
vances, ungodly Pratices, and finful Compliances of a 
wicked Wor!d * Believejt (Sirs!) the very Mire in the 
Streers ſha!) ſooner be tranſubſantiared into maſly Go'd, 
than a Man thus we'rring m the Filth, and Mire, and 
Vemit cf his Sins, {ſhall evez be fuffeied ro enter into the 
Kingdem of God. Sin b'ocks up the way to Heaven ; 
ror muſt any Man cer think he ſhall come to; Glory 
there, if he entcr not in through the Suburbs of Grace. 
(f) The Prophet David hathggelolved the Caſe long ago, 
telling us, that he who is of” clean Hands, (g) and ot 3a 


(f) Pal. 24. 4: 

( AS TV Cor mundum, ſceleriſane purinm, politum, exMia: 
inanunditia Tacunum, C* trorſns detecatum, hec dendtat pbr a- 

fcologia. 
= | choice, 
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choice, pure, poliſhe Hearr (as the original imports) 
ſhall atcend into the Hill of the Lord, and ſhyl Nand 
i his holy Place. Wirhour Holineſs we cannor ſerve 
che Lord 1n a way of Obry'; T much leſs are we fir with- 
our Holineſs to enjoy the Lord in a State of Glory. 
A Man living ip fleſhly Luſty, hath the very Plague- 
ſores of Hg running upon him: And ſhall ſuch an one 
ever think To itand* betore a holy God- in Heavenly 
aces * To be fure the inbegirance of Saints In "ig, 
it was never prepared for thofe that have any felfowthi 
with Works of Darkneſs. And do you love your Luſts 
better than your lives, or will thoſe Pleafures af Sin 
which ate bur for a ſeaſon, countervail rhe loſs of Hea- 
ven, and Erernal Glory ? Oh fooliſh and unwiſe” Sin- 
hers, who for a draught of Wine, for a brutifh luft, 
for a moment of carnal Pleaſure, will ler go wWhareyer 
Joy, whatever Happinels rhe Lord harh provided; in 
Heaven for thoſe- that fear him! («) Why 1s It thas 
you fee nor the danger of Sin, how f1d!y ir provokes the 
Lord agaiaſt you, bow emaiculares and ditinews your 
Souls. how it. b'ocks up your way | ro Heaven, how ir 
robs you of your prefeac Comforr, how ir forfeits your 
forure Crown and Happineſs, expoiing you” Mm the 
World to come to Rrargal unpreventable miſery ! Ag9 
will-you ſtill be denling your ſelves with this mortal 
p2!turion : And that when Heaven and G!%ry lic before 
you as a bait, ro all Purity, Uprightnets, and holy 
walking before GoJ, will you thus provoke the Eord 
with Mam in your Mourhs? Sha!l nor rhe ripe Frries 
of Canaan make you nauſear thete wi'd Grapes, andfor 
ever to d ſreliſh theſe cluſters of S240 * When rhe Glory 
of Heaven is in your Eye, will you hwwe npon your 
. 
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Hands the pitch , and in your Hearts the very plague 
of Hell irſelf ? Oh why is it that. you will thus render 
your ſelves uncapable of Heavens Glory, by your own 
». Soul-defiling and unrightcous converſation ? Is 

not ghe recompence of Eternal Life which God ſets 
before, you ettraltive enough ro draw you out of the 
mire of all your fleſhlyLuſts, and ungodly Pradtices ? 
You have. ſtronger engagements to purity of Life and 
holi of converſation ®than others upon you: You 
may daily ſee the Beauties, antedare the Pleaſures, be- 
hold the 'Glory of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and yet 
will you ftrive ro be no more holy, no more pure, 
no more undefiled than others ? "Tis Jo duty tro be 
eyery whit as good, as others are bad ; every whit ,as 
holy. as others are profane ; every whit as pure, as 0- 
thers are polluted; and whilſt others are running into 
all exceſs of rior, you muſt labour the more to cleanh 
- Four ſelves from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, (5) en- 
deavouring to perfeft Holineſs in the fear of God 
What if | others profane the Sabbath? (c) You mul 
fanQtify it. Whar if athers drink till they be drunk ? 
(4) You muſt ſtudy to be ſober. What if others de 
file themſelves with the pollutions that are in the 
World through luſt? You muſt labour to keep your 
ſelves unſpotted of the Warld. What if others caft 
in their lot, and ſtrike hands with the workers of ini: 
uity ? (e) You muſt have no fellowſhip with the un- 

Euieful works of Darkneſs. YF Tis only the Self- 
pprifying Soul, that is capable of Heaven ; ſuch an one 
and nong elſe, is a vefſc] of Honour .fit, as for the 
Maſters uſe here, ſo to be filled with the new Wine of 
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(5) 2 Car. 7. r. 
(«) Bok 22. 
4d) Epheſ. 5. 18. 
(9 Ephel. 5. 11. 
T 2 Tim. 21. 
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Ecernal Conſolation hereafrer. Oh therefore do not 
ro exclude your ſelves out of Heaven by your I 
compliances : nor to make your ſelves unfir for rhe King- 


'L dom of God, by your ſelt-pollutions ! What in all'che 
Res World will encourage to _ and Holineſs, if not g0 
the live daily upon the mount of Transfiguratiog, thence 


caking a proſpe&t of Heaven, and Erernal Glory God 
allows you to bave a reſpe@ro the recompence of 'the 
Reward, ſerting Heaven continually before you'z *and 
let thar make you to walk before him in all hohycohver- 
ſation, and Godlineſs! You never deſerve to ſee the'leaſt 
glimpſe of Heavenly Glory any more, if having ſuch a 

ure undefiled reward in your Eye, you keep not” your 

Hem pure, and your lives undefiled in the World: 


(12) 4 ND laſtly, walk perſeveringly, never growing weary 
of well-daing, but labouring to be faithful to the dedth, that 


e may receive that Crown Life, | that" tranſcen- 
q Toy eli which God now £ before you. ( f} Chri- 
F ſtians muſt not think it is enongh to ſer (our for God 
2? at the firſt, bur they muſt know "cis -their Thor alſo to 
{ bold on in their obedience, i Gene he / They 
ys thar have begun to do the Work of Godin the Morn- 
: ing of their youth, they muſt continue” working (in 
q God's Vineyard till the evening of Death, ' would they 
. ever receive their penny of Eternat 'Glory. -Be"th-u 
4 faichful unto death; (x) and I will give thes (fai h 
f Chriſt ſpeaking to' thote of the Church in Smyr#e) a þ - 
: Crown of Life. The Lord Jefus will never yield thir wp. 
thoſe ſhall be crowned after Death, who have nag been - 4 
6 faithful and conſtant in obedience to him- al their Life. 


We muſt continue ftedfaſt in well-doing ro rhe bend, 
would we ever be bleſſed of God with Erernal Salvation 
« 


_ 


(f) Non quetuntur in Chriſtianis initia, ſed finis + Paulus 
mate cepit, fa bene finivit; Tulle laudantur exordia, ſed fmir 
proditione danmatur. Hier. epiſt. 16. ad&-Furiam. 


(xg) Rev. 2. 10. 
Us in 
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in the end. (b) Amongſt al) thoſe that are hired to 
'work in "Gods Vineyard, not he that begins firſt, bur 
he"that holds on to the la}, and he 'alone ſhall receive 
the Reward of Eternal Life. (:) As God condemneth 
no Man before throngh final -impenirency perſiſting in_ 
Sin, he hath made himſelf a veſſel of Wrath fir- 
red for deſtrution: 'So neither will he crown any | 
Man, before through pMtient continuance in well-do- | 
Ing, he hath made himſe!f mect ro be a partiker of 
the inheritance of Saints in light. We muſt firſt con- 
quer” before we can triamph, firſt win | the Garland, 
ÞHefore we can wear it ; firlt ſeek by Patient continu- 
ance "in 'Well-doing, Glory, Honour, and  Immorta- 
lity, © before ever ' God wi!] crown us; with Life E- 
terns). How injurious then are all ſuch to their owt Y 
Souls, that like Orpah take rheir Jeave of Chriſt 9 
decline affliftions, torfaking the favour of, God for rhe 
Jove of this preſent World, exchanging the Ark for 
Dagod, the of "Chriſt for the- Traditions of An- 
tichrift, *rhe Worth of God in its native Beauty. "for 
the 
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the pomp-and'va of ſordid ſuperſtition, thus. miſe- 
rably ending in the Fleſh, though tometimes they ſeem - 
<d ro have” begun in rhe Spirit ? Are there. not ſome 


amongſt 'us,” (+) with whom it is. thus, and of whom 
we-may fay, as fornetime Pau! to the Galatians, ye did 
yon well, who did hinder you, thar you ſhould nor o- 
bey the rructh ? At your firſt ſetting our 3n the ways 
of God, you' dit run "to purpole, then you were ve- 
ey reſolved, and ſenſible, and ſeemed. very ſeriovs : 
But, wo and alafs, ſach fatal efaſcination hath now be- 
witched you,” that like Sampſon having loſt your firengrh, 
«you «move nor at all 'in rhe Zodrack of true, Godlinels, 
unleſs with Hez:t7ab's Sun by way of retrogradation ; 
Time was, that 7chu-like you [Eemed to drive on with 
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anho'y fury for God in the work of reformation: But 
now alas the Charjot-wheels of your Zeal are taken 
off, and if you build not up Calves with Feroboam at 
Dan and Bethel, yet you can well fir down in a Juke» 
warm indifferency under them. Time was joe you 
could not leta Day paſs you without the performance 
of ſome Nury, nor any dutyy withour ſome experience 
of Gods Grace, and Love and Goodneſs to you : But . 
now alaſs you can ſpend whole .Days and Weeks, af 
not ſome Months, and yer never give the Lord a viſit, 
at leaſt in ſuch a formal manner, thar. as God hath 
no Glory, fo your Souls have no comfort, ao zncomes 
of Grace from Heaven, no ſpiritual advantage thereby ! 
Time was that you ſpent much _ time in Clearing . up 
* your evidences for Eternal Life, giving . all di/igence 
ro make your calling and ele&ion ſure. * But ,now a- 
laſs'you can put Eternity ic (elf to vearure,,you have 
tefr off working for Heaven ; a fad ſign» that your.mo- 
rion was 'artificia!, not” patural proceeding from a prin- 
ciple of Life within ! Time -was,that you counted ic. your 
delight to conſectate rhe Sabbath Jas holy. unto God, 
waited © with joy for the_riling of the , Sun of Rights- 
ouſneſs'on that Day, and were filled wich many vehe- 
ment pantings, anhelations, and breathings after God jn 
his Ordinances : Burt now (alaſs? ) there is ſuch an va- 
favourineſs upon your ' Spirits, thax you . count its a 
wearineſs to eve the Lord, and are G far from «ſteerm- 
ing one Day in God's Courts better than a thouſand 
elewhere, that you think that to. be the longeſt, Day 
in all the week, crying when .will the Sabbath be. o- 
ver ? In one word, time was that, you ſeemed to have 
eſcaped the pollutions that_are in the World. through 
Luſt, to be convinced of the evil of Sia, to. reſolve 
againſt all Unrighreonſmeſs, ro bewail bitterly your 
Drunkeneſs;-your - Pride, your Uncleanefs, your impro- 
vident miſpence of Time, your horrid Qaths.and bloody 
execrations, together, with all your Ungodly: PraQ- 
ſes: But wo and alaſs do you not now turn from' the 
holy Commandment delivered ro you, and. inſtead of 
going on to reform your lives do you not return wo your 
ormer 
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former vomit, breaking forth into more obſcene, pro- 
digious, and abominable impjeties than ever ? Oh ler 
me (my dear Friends ! ) our of®that render Love which I 
bear to your immortal Souls, beſpeak you in the language 
of God to his own People! (7) What iniquity have 
your Fathers found in me that they -are gone far from 
me ? So what iniquity did you ever find in God, and 
the ways of God, that 'you are thus gone away from 
them, and ſo ſoon grown weary of them ? 
What iniquiry have you ever found in the invoca- 
tion of holy fervent prayer , that the wings there- 
of are now clipr, your devotion grown cold, and you 
come like florhful Suitors to God, (m) as if you would 
reach the Lord ro giye you the repulſe ? What Ini- 
quiry have you found in God's holy Sabbaths that you 
are grown weary to bear them, and count ir no great 
priviiedge thereon to wait upon God, and have tweet 
communion with him in the Beauties of Holinfs ? 
— What Iniquiry, bave you found in Heavenly medira- 
tion that you cannot now ſoar aloft as formerly, bur 
flike Siſers whoſe Head was nailed to the Earth, have 
our hearts nailed and faſt rivered to Earthly projetts ? 
ſhort, what yur did you ever find in the re- 
formarion of ives, altaming from the many groſs 
infamous = horrid pollutions that 'are in the World 
through Juſt ? Is there not-as much evil in, your Drunk- 
ene, ſwearing, and the like abominable impieties, now 
"as ever ? Are they not as highly diſplealing ro the 
Spirit of God, as greatly prejudicial to the wel. 

of your precious Souls, as truly meritorious of 
Ecernal Burnings in Hell, as ever? and is not that 
God 'who cur off Herod in his Robes, Belſbazzor in 
his Cups, Babylm in its Pride, Jexabel in her paint and 
whoredoms, as able now to cur off you finning after the 
ſame enſample, and to-puniſh you with everlaſting deſtru- 
Qtion from. his Preſence, and from the Glory of his 
Power ? Oh then if you love your Immorcal 
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Souls beware of recidivation.” take heed of relap- 

ſing again into any of thoſe ſinful courſes, which» you 

formerly had eſcaped, and bs ſure that you walk perſe- 

* veringly endeavouring that you may never turn aſide 

from the holy Commandment delivered ro you'! Re- 

member Lat's Wife, nay, remember 7Jz425 thar Son of 
Perdition, and take heed that you never Iook back” in 

your Chriſtian courſe ! If having fer your hand to the 
Plough of an holy Profeflion, you ſhould afterward look 
back ; if having begun in the Spirir, you ſhould | after- 
ward end in the Fleſh ; if having eſcaped rhe Pollutions 
that are in the World through Ivſt, you ſhou!d again 
be intangled therein and overcome thereby, your latter 
end will be worſe, more dreadfu] and damnable than 
yeur firſt beginning ! Your hopes have been raiſed high 
by your Chriſtian Profeſſion, and therefore ſhould you 
now . miſcarry, you muſt needs fink the deeper in Hell, 
and erernal ation ! And ob 'what Millions of 
Worlds would you not now give ro 'change places in 
Hell wich a Turk or an Infide), and ro have no greater 
puniſhment there than an ordinary Datnnation + * Every 
evil after the expeQtation of its oppoſite good, becomes 
the greater evil. Whar then will be the Hell, the Mi- 
ſery, the eternal Heart-rending Reflexions of all 'Apo- 
ſtates, who notwithſtanding all their groun@leR hopes, 
are now like to be ſwallowed up of black Deſpair. 
They thought themſelves once in ah happy condition 

but now diſtreſs and anguiſh rakes hold- upon them 

They promiſed themſelves ro drink for ever of the River 
of Co's Pleafures, bur now whole Vollies of Brimſtone, 
and all the Vials.of God's Wrath, come rhundering down 
upon them. They expeCfted ro fir down with Abrabem, 
and I/asc, and Jacob and all the Prophers in the Kingdom 
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of God, but now they are thur up irrecoverably amongſt 
damned Spirits in everlaſting Chains under Datknets ! 
They preſumed themſelves ro be in the ready way ro 
Heaven, but now they are inevitably dropping into Hel, 
the rageful Flames of which Infernal Lake, are now 
ready to ſeize upon them and burn them wichour quen- 
Ching for ever! And can there potſibly be a greater em- 
phaſis of Mitfery, than ſuch ever'atting dreadful dilap- 
pointment ? Look to it then all you that have raken vp 
the praftiſe of Piery, and rake heed thar you never draw 
back ro your own deltruttion ! O labour co hold faſt 

our Inregrity,*be. net weary of well-doing, bur look 

el1.ro your telves, t that you lotfe not the things 
which you have wrought,” that you loſe not your Pray- 
ers, your religious performances, and all your ſufferings, 
brr thar you may receive a full Reward ! You have not 
only Hells horrour behind you ro: keep you from draw- 
ing back ; bur you have alio Heaven's Glory before you 
to keep you ftedfaft and unmovabie always perſevering 
in the work of the Lord. (#) And why wil! you e- 
ver” have thoughts to leave 'rhat way, which leads to 
Glory, or grow weary of that Work, which will ſhort- 
ly be crowned with an Ererial Reward? If Yao) 

lought not his fourteen years hard ſervice tedious, 
laving Rachel, a beauriful indeed, bur yer a fading 
Flower; in his Eye: Why then ſhould you cok upon 
the ſervice of God, as redious or ever grow weary 
of it, having Heaven icſelf in your Eye, where you 
ng, Ether not only Beautiful, but unfadatle Flowers 
of Happineſs, and Joy, and Glory for ever? Whar grea- 
" ter reproach can you bring upon yourſelves,” tharr ro 
fall from your own ſtedfaitnels, making ſhipwrack of 
Faith, and a good conſcience, when the Glory of Hza- 
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ven lies before you, 2s an encouragement to all patient 
continuance in well-doing ? Columbus having failed long 
withour making any diſcovery, his company at Jaſt be- 
gan to grow weary of rhe Voyage, till ar length they 
eſpied Land, and then they wenr on chearfully ; Thus 
though you be all weather-beaten and toſled as with 
Storms vpon the tronbleſome Sea of this World, yet 
having the Land of Promiſe, the Heavenly Canaan in 
your Eye, you thou!d never grow weary in - well- 
doing, bur hold on chearfully. It's but a while Chri- 
ſtians, and in caſe we hold faſt our integrity we ſhall 
have done wreſtling, and weeping, and praying, and 
then reap the fruit of all our Jabours. Ics bur a while 
and holding Faith and a good Conſcience, we thall 
have done ſuffering and bleeding and dying for the 
cauſe of Chriſt, and to be crowned with Life Ever+ 
- laſting. It's but a white, and conrinuing patient in 
wvell-doing, we ſha!j come amongſt al} the. redeemed of 
Chriſt ro - S/o» with * Songs, and everlaſting Joy wpon 
our Heads ; we ſhall obrain Joy and G!adnels, and 
ſorrow and ſighing thall fly away ! Ler -nort. therefore 
your hearts grow: faint, nor your hands be weakned 
through any Atiitions, Tryals, or Difficulties that you 
meer with in Heavens way, but having ſuch ever'aſti 

contolation and good hope through Chriſt, ler all your 
Righreouſneſs be like the Morning-light, never. decli- 
ning, but 1:1} ſhining more and more to the perfe&t 
day. They ſhould nefer backflide, nor grow weary of 
ſerving God on Earth, whom the Lord allows for # 5" 
encouragement to all holy ſelf-denying , -and upright 
walking before him a clear profpett of Hzavenus Glory ! 
I vain doth God ſhew us the reward of Erernal Life, if 
the ſight of it makes vs nor {.ithtf,! unto the Death t 
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The Doftrine improved ty way of Exhor- 
farion fo poor ungodly Sinners, adviſing 
them to give all dilizence for an Inter- 
eſt in this oloricus reward, and preſſing 
the neceſſity thereof uton ther by Five 
weighty Conſiderations. 
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(II) Y way of exhortation to you that have no 
intereſt in this glorious Reward which God 3 
ſers before us, give all diligeace that ir may be yours, 
What will Heaven, and Glory, and Erernal Life a- 
vail you, if you can not Took upon Heaven as your 
Heaven, upon Glory as your Glory, and upon the 
recompence of Life Eternal, as that which ſhall be 
your portion for ever? Wealth in the Mine doth no 
ood at all, till aftually ſevered and ſer apart for per- 
ons, and uſes ;' Water in the Fountain is of no ſervice 
to a Man, till conveyed thence into his own ciſtern : 
So though the recompence of Reward, be as a Mine 
full of excellent and unſearchable” Riches, as a Foun- 
tain overflowing with living Waters, yet till it be aftu- 
ally made our ov-n, that we come to dig in this Mine, 
to draw Water with Comfort, out of this Foun- 
tain of Life, we remain as Poor and Miſerable as if 
this recompence of Erernal Life had never been ſet 
before us, *Tis not a proſpe& of Heaven, bur an in- 
tereſt in Heaven; not the render of Eternal Life, bur 
the having of Ecernal Life, that will make us Happy. 
Moſes himſelf had a ſight of Canaan, and yet died in 
the Wilderneſs: Thus God may give you a fight of 
Heavenly Glory in the renders of the Goſpel-, yet 
not-embracing it by Faith, you may die ip your _ 
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fall ſhort of the celeſtial Canaan, and be damned for 
ever. Sit not down therefore ſatisfied in hearing of this 
Eternally Glorious Reward, but give diligence now to 
get an intereſt in it, and to make it your own, Oh 


loſe not your precious Souls, loſe not Heaven and Erer- 
nal Glory, for want of looking after them. 


(1) CONSIDER, if you get not an Intereſt in the Re- 
compence of the Reward which God ſets before us, you are liks 
to have all your Portion in this preſent Life. You may poſe 
ſibly promiſe your ſelves great things hereafter, becauſe 
ySur Barns are full, and your Cup overflows here : Bur 
in vain ſhall you Took for Glory when you come ro die, 
if you ſeek it not by patient continuancein well-doing all 
your Life. *Tis no good Argument that your Hearts are 
filled with ſaving Grace, becauſe. your Bags and Coffers 
are ſtored with Gold. Becanſe the World dandles you 
ypon her Lap, 'ris no ſure ſign that you ſhall reſt for e- 
ver in 4braham's boſom. You may nor think to be Heirs 
of Heaven; becauſe you are rhe Pofleffours of the Earth. 
For not getting an Intereſt in the Recompence of the 
Reward now, you are ſure to gowwithour it ro all Erer- 
nity. "The good things of this preſent World you ma 
love, bur the good things of Heaven and Glory, you 
never have. You may have a large Portion of earthly 
Enjoyments : Bur ſhall never enjoy the Inheritance of 
Saints in Light. + 'Tis no newthing for God to fill their 
Bellies with his hidden Treaſures, with the choiceſt of all 
earthly Comforts, who never take any care to lay up for 
themielvesa Treaſure in Heaven. But what (alas!) will 
it profir you to have Earth in Hand, if you have not 
Heaven in hope 2 What though Riches and Honour 
are the Lot of your Inheritance amongſt thoſe whoſe Lox 
is Happineſs and eternal Glory ? Whar reliſh rhink you 
hath Drive; now left him of all his Delicacies, or Eſas of 
his dear-bought Portage ? What pleaſure hath the Rick 
Fool of his tull Barns, or that young Man of his large 
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Pofſeffions ? What delight hatkwFezabe! in her Paint, or 
in Nabeth's Vineyard ? Whar comfort can a Man 
have in the choiceſt Quinteſſence of any, or in the great- 
eſt.Confluence of all carthly Enjoyments, who muſt re- 
ceive ther as his Portion, and can never expeRany other 
Happineſs, any other Portion, or Reward in God's _—_— 
Kingdom *? It may be for the preſent thyMony is thy Idol, 
and thou art held in Thraldom under thy own Poſſeſſtons, 
bur what will remain of thySilver and Gold to carry tby 
Sou! rhrough the Srorm of Death, ſave only the (6) ruſt 
thereof to joyn in Judgment againſt thee, and torment 
thee, catingaby Fleſh like Fire we hun Ir may be 
thou art ated now by vain Glory and es-of popular 
Applauſe, bur what will ir-then avaibrhee, ro be admired 
by thy fellow Priſoners, and'condemned by thy Judge ? 
It may be thou ferveſt thy own Luſt, and unother's 
Beaury, but whar Pledfure will there be mall this, 
when'the Fire of Luſt ſhall be turned inro'the Fire of 
Hell * tr may be thy worldly Comforts and Accommo- 
dations are now loo U by thee as  greate 
Happineſs, 'bur what miſerable Comforters 4wili{thele, be, 
when peeping our of chy Grave, thou ſhalr ſee Heaven 
and Earth all on a fire, and Chriſt coming*in the Flames 
thereof to rake Vengeance upon thee? TT here isa bleſſed 
God rhat-could-comforr in ſuch,an hour, bur thou muſt 
never fee him! There is a Crown of Glory thatsfaderh 
not away ; "there is a Kingdom that cannor- be moved ; 
there is all fulne(s of Joy, . and Soul-ſatisfying Pleaſure ; 
bur having thy Portion in this preſent World thou ſhajr 
never have theſe ro comfort thee. 4n the World+ro cone ! 
Makethe beſt of your Portion-here, of your Riches, Ho- 
nours; and Pleaſures oa Earth ; for yow muſt never xe+ 
ceive any Porrion hereafter, you mult never look to' be 
Crowned with Life, and-Erernity of Glory in Heave;:! 
Otrthen how unhappy are all rhoſe who _negle& ro ger an 
Intereſt in'the Recompence ofthe Reward, have no Hea- 
vers but Earth, no Glorybut-what will end in everlaſt- 
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ing Shame, and perpetual Contempt, no Pleaſures but 
'hat muſt ſhorrly be changed into Hellith, Intolerable, 
and remedileſs Torment ! If you love your immortal 
Souls, come away from all worldly Vanities, and be furs 
o get an Intereſt in this glorious Reward, that your 
ZZLives, and your Happineſs, your chr” - an all 
FF our Comfort, may not end rogerther! The greateſt 
Portion in this Life will afford you bur ſmall Comfory 
*Þf upon good Grounds you cannot look for a better Por- 
ion after Death! 


Ia 


(2) CONSIDER the Recompence of the Reward which 
od ſets before us, it's a thing feaſable, and that which you 
Emay obtain if you will but ſeek it. The Riches, Kingdom 
Zand Glory of this World may be ſought, and yer never 
or found : But whoever by patient continuance in well- 
doing ſhall ſeek for Glory and Honour, * and blefled Im- 
*Imnorrality, God will cerrainly Crown them with Life ever- 
ITE aſting. The Lord is willing ro beſtow Heaven, ' the bett 
ZFof Rewards upon rhe worlt of Sinners, will they but em- 
Ebrace it. This eternal Recompence cf Reward, 'ris a 
xErthing indeed difficult ro be obrained, that none may def- 
MSpiſe it : Buryerit's poſſible to be obrained, that (o none 
EEmay fit down diſcouraged, asdefpairing of it. This Ex- 
hortation would be our of featon ro rhe Damned in Hell, 
EZberwixt whom and eternal Glory, there is a great Gulf 
7 fixed, ſo that they are now'no longer within the Poſſtbi - 
& lities of Life and Salvation : But for you, there is ſtill 
== Balm in Gilcad to heal alf your Wounds ; there is an all- 
Fx ſufficiency of Merit in Chriſt to expiare your Sins; and 
= there is ſtill a moit merciful Propentiry of Will in God, 
=& to Crown all thoſe thar diligently ſeek him, with a glo- 
"X rious Reward. And why then fince Life is before you, 
$8 will you die the Dearh 2 Why will you chooſe to be 
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= ncis? Why will you expoſe your ſelves to helliſh Tor- 
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ments, when the Lord himſelf doth ſo earneſtly invite 
you to accept of Heaven * Shall God be willing togive, 

and ver you ſo unwilling to receive the Reward of cter- 

nal life: Oh why will you be ſuch Enemies to your 
own Happineſs, making light of that great Salvation, 
which though difficult, is yet poſlible ro be obtained ? 

, Can youu becontent to fal) ſhort of eternal Glory, and FF 
for eve 1o(c) be ſhut out of Heaven, where is fulneſs of 
Joy * Shall God hold out the Golden Scepter of his | 
Grace, and will you not ſo much as touch it to fave 
vour own Lives? Muſt he follow you with daily Im- © 
portunities ot Love, intreating you to accept - this 
olorious Reward to make you happy, and will you ſtill | 
with Diſdain turn your backs wpon him, as if the PF 

vour of God in Chriſt, as if Heaven and eternal Glor \ 
were not worth the having* (4 The Lord is Bountitu!, 
and willing togive : Bur y«t he expeRts that you ſhould 7 
be ſo dutitu!, asto reccive with a!l thankfulneG what "OY 
he gives. The beſtowance of this glorious Reward, 
dorh indecd belong ro God, as his part : But then th: 
ſeeking and acceptance thereof doth belong to every one 
of you as your necellary indiipenſable Duty. Give di- 
ligence then, fince God to freely offers, with all thank- 
fu'\nchh to embrace the Reward of eternal Life. Were i 
the Matter of this Exhortation an Impoſſibility, exciting i 
you ro feck for what you could never find, and to labour: WE 
for what you could never obiain, you might we'l in (ucl 
caſe make liplt of it : Bur when chus you have a Crown, ai 
a Kingdom, an eternal W., ;ht of Glory ſet before you, C 
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* ogether with this Encouragement, that in ſeeking you 
wn, all be ſure ro find them, how inexcuſable muſt you 
\r BÞceds be, if fill you ſhould goon 1a the. careleſs neglett 
n, WSf chem ? Becauſe che Recompence of eternal Life is 


: FÞoffible ro be obtained, therefore impoſſible will ir be 
.1 ZFoc thoſe thar ſeck it not, that ever they thould eſcape the 
»f VF engeance of eternal Death. 
= - . (3) CONSID EP. how unable all your Creature-enj0y- 
\_ ents will be to afford you any ſolid Comfort at Death and 
-  Jwdement, not having an Intereſt in the Recompence of eternal! 
1 $$&-f/c. Whar the _ Ghoſt ſaith of Riches, may truly 
_ Þc affirmed of all Creature-enjoyments; and worldly 
, Accommodations, they profit not in a Day of Wrath. 
7 © The Night approaching, we loſe the benefit of the Sug 
d & fora time, and can no longer we enjoy the Light of his 
\} Þeauteous Beams : So the darkſom Night of Death and 
Judgment approaching, you can now no longer enjoy 
| She Comfort of Riches, Honours, and the like worldly 
. Accommodations, but muſt loſe them for ever. You 
— nay cry Brethren, to your Riches, and cry ro your Ho- 
- Z@Bours, and cry to your Friends, and cry bitterly to 
" Four deareſt Relations, but not having an Intereſt 
" 1 the Recompence of Reward, all theſe will then 
> FR@nſwer you as the King of Iſras! (:) ſometime an- 
 Fwered the poor Woman of Samaria, if God do not 
' Kelp you, whence ſhall we help you ? The good 
*Fthiags of this Life, they are only calculated for the 
"Meridian of Time, and do only ſhine with a borrowed 
*Yight: So that when Death ſhall ſeize upon you, and 
Judgment overtake you, they wall then be gone, and 
" Bike a Shadow diſappear for ever. And will you not 
" XD abour,. all this contidered, that you m2y nor be com- 


ortleſs when all your Crearure-comforts fail you ; not 
Srv ichout good ground of rejoycing, when all your En- 
SHoymenrs will avail you nothing ? Oh that you were 
*Ebur wiſe to conſider this, that you would but remember 
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your latter end ! Will your Health, and your Strength, 
and your Life endure for ever, or have you any thi 2 
in this preſent World that can deliver you from Death, 
and the Jaws of Hell? Boaſt you may for a while off 
your worldly Enjoyments without an Intereſt in hea. 
venly Glorv, but when you come Sirs to look pale Death "2D 
in the Face, and muſt hold up thy Hand to be judged} 254 
ar the Bar of Chriſt the Righteous Judge of all the 
Wo:ld, though now you had the very Quintefſence and# 
mcſt refined Spirits of all Creatures mingled in one Cup ® 
for yout Comtort, yet aflured!y you ' would find then & 
but a cold Cordial. Though Sirs you were Cloathed in 
Scarlet, faring deliciouſly every day ; though you were ” 
all beſpangled with the Pearls of Heaven, enjoying th: 
whole Empire of the World as your own: Yet what © 
(alas !) were all this againſt the fatal Stroak 6f impartia!'® 
Death, or againſt the Judgment of the great God nov: 
Sentencing your Soul and Body to the Vengeance of e-þ® 
ternal Fire * Never think that your Riches, Honour; 
and rhe like earthly Comforts wall avail you any thing 
againſt the Thunder and Fire of Heaven in ſuch a day '® 
An Intereſt in heavenly Glory, this indeed will be abl:R 
to comfort you : But have all the Riches, Honours, an; 
Pleaſures that the World can afford, and yet withou: W 
this, your condition is equally helpleſs with the Dam- 
ned in Hell! And ſhall not all this conſtrain you to RX 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, endeavouring to get an Inte 
reſt in eternal Glory ? Since Earth cannot relieve you, 
why will you not reſolve to look after Heaven ? | 
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(4) CONSIDER hw ſmall the number is of ſuch a T. 
ſhall cver obtain the reward of Etcrnal Life, ans let tha 
make you labour tle more for an intereſt in it. The Lord 
hath indeed prepared a Kingdom, yet not for the re. 
ceprtion of all promiſcuouſly whatever good or bad : 
(2) But only fer the houſing of that twice lirtle d+- E 
minutive Flock, for whole ſake the good Shepherd hath 
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laid down his Life. This glorious recompence of the 
reward will be given but to very few, becauſe ſo ma- 
8 ny refuſe ro work in God's Vineyard for it, Of thoſe 
= many that are cajled, (5) there are but few that are 
w_ we # to obtain Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt : And yer 
XX how few are all thoſe that are called, in compariſon 
7 of ſuch as never yer had any call from Chriſt in the 
Goſpel? If the learned Brerewoed compute right, who 
divideth the whole World into thirty parts, afſigning 
nineteen of thoſe thirty to idolarrous Pagans, tix to 
Mahumetans, and but five to Chriſtians, within how nar- 
=X row a compaſs will ſalvation be confined ? Salvation 
= to be ſure is no plant of Indis, nor is it any com-* 

1 Xx modity to be found in Twhkey : Such Goats and Swine 
"> as inhabit there whether Idolaters worſhipping falſe 
">> Gods, or Infidels worſhipping the true God out of 
"= Chriſt, they muſt never think to enter into Paradiſe, 
"EX; nor to gather fruit from the Tree of Life. So thar 
"RX if any where Salvation may be found, 'tis only amongſt 
£=XE choſe that are Chriſtians : And yet even here ſuch is 
7 the number of ſeduced erroneous Paprfts on the one hand, 
*ZX and of profane formal Preteflants on the other, that un« 
2X doubredly there are not many of thtm, that ſhall ever 
=X be ſaved. (c) Of the four forts of grounds that we 
"XX read of in the Parable of the Sower, there is nor three 
ZZ good and one only bad; nor two good and two bad : 
=* bur only one good, and all the reſt bad ; ro teach us 
»* how ſmall the number is of ſincere Chriſtians who re- 
= ceive the bleſſing of Erernal Life, in compariſon of 


*3Z thoſe impenitent, fruitleſs and ungodly Chriſtians who 
- j X are mgh unto curſing, (4) and whoſe end is to be 
7 X burned. Amongft all the inhabitants of the Earth, 
d = there are bur few to be found, that will .ever find 
* 7 the right way to Heaven and Glory. («) For ſtrait: 
: £2" 

6 
bl (6) Matth. 20. 16. 


3 c) Luke 8. 
43 4 Heb. 6. $. 
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is the gare (faith Chriſt) and narrow is the way which $ 


leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it. Thaugh 


all Men deſire, and many ſeek, yet few they be that 
find the Way to trye Bleſſednefs. ' This is the mark # 
that all Men aim at, bur ſo many take their aim 


amiſs that bur few hir it. This is that wiſhed Harbour 


ob which all Men are bound, bur fo many fail by a Z 
alſe Compaſs, that ſmall is the number of rhoſe who "F 


ſteer a right courſe thither. There are multitudes of 
Men and Women, that periſh in the Broad Way which 
Jeadeth to Deſtrution : Bur few that walk in the nar- 
row Way which leadeth unto Happineſs, and blefle! 


immortality in the Kingdom of God. And what wil! *# 


make you caſt off Preſumption, and offer violence to 


the Kingdom of Heaven, it not this conſideration that ” 


there is but a very few who have either port or Jot in 
that Glorious Inheritance ? Were there but few dam- 


ned and many ſaved, yet in that cafe it would much ! 


concern us to look to our ſelves, Jeſt we ſhould be 


ſome of thoſe few that muſt go to Hell: How much |! 
more ſhould we look to our ſelves, laying hold upon * 
Frernal Life, when ſo f-w fhall be ſaved, and go to ' 
Jeaven ; when ſo many walk on in the Way of De- | 


Atruftion, and muſt go to Hell? Oh deceive nor your 


own Souls, expeCting to go to Heaven in a croud, | 


bur give diligence to be found of that little Flock, 
upon whom it is the Fathers good Pleaſure to beſtow 


A Kingdom ! Whilſt multitudes ot Men and Women : 
o, crouding into Hell, ſtrive you to walk in that nar- # 
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row Way which will bring you to Glory. Be not #8 
diſcouraged by the paucity of thoſe thar thall be f%- {7 
ved, but becauſe they are ſo few reſolve to be found i 


in that bleſſed Number, that they may be the more. AR 


Remembring this ſtill for your encouragement, that 8 
though there be but few, yer ſome there are, who ſhall 7 
receive the reward of Eternal Life, and you as ſoon as ** 
any, if by patient continuance in well-doing you will 
bur ſeek 1t! Be they never fo few that ſhall find rhg 
by Way th leads to Glory, yet no Man can ever loſe 


F 


ay thither, but through his own negligence ! 


(5) cor 


3% 
$ 
FS. 


5 
49 
>. 
x4 
+ 


For the Comfort of Ston's Mourners, 28 5 


OO  — —_—_——— 


(5) CONSIDER you have yet an opportunity wherein 
fo ſeek the recompence of Eternal Life, and let that make yore 
70 ive all poible' diligence in labouring for it. When God 
affords us an opportunity of Grace, he then expects thar 
by patient continuance in Well-doing we thou!d teek 
for Glory : When he holds open th2 Gare of Mercy, 
then if ever he calls vs to enter in. When (in a word) 
he makes reports of Life and Salvation ro us in an ac- 
ceptable time, then, oh then above all tlhungs in the 
World, it concerneth us to work out our own Salvation 
with fear and trembling! Well, yer the fair-day of 
God's Grace is not over, and therefore deal ' wilely 
in your Heavenly Merchandiſe, now buying of him 
Gold tried in the Fire that you may be rich, an4 
purchaſing for your ſe!ves, that oae Pearl of great price. 
Yer your fſeed-time is not paſt, be tur therefore to 
ſow in tears thac hereafter ye may reap in Joy; now 
ſow to the Spirir that of the Spirit ye may reap Life 
Everlaſting ! Yet Chriſtians the fix Days of the Weck 
are not all of them gone, ſee therefore that you ga- 
ther Mas, now labouring to make proviiion for an 
everlaſting Sabbath of Reit in Cods Heavenly king- 
dom ! Though the damned in Hell be fhut up 1n an 
Everlaſting Night under Darknets, yet ſtil] it is Day 
with you : Work therefore while you have the Day, 
becauſe the Night cometh wherein you cannot work. 
If ever yon would be able to go through with the 
work ot your Salvation, you muſt be ſure to ſet a- 
bour it in the Day of Salvation: And it you ever wou!d 
find the Reward of Erernal Life, you mutt be ſure 
to ſeek it, before the glaſs of your Life be run our, 
and your ſtrength exhauſted. P:ay therefore to 
Day ; repent to Day; teck Heaven ro Day ; thou art 
not ſure of to morrow : And he that is nor fir to 
Day, will be leſs fir to ſeek after Heaven when ro 
morrow comes! How vainly then do Men talk of work- 
mg for Heaven, when they are juſt going ro the place 
of Reward : and of doing the greateſt Work, to re- 
pent, believe, and teek the Kingdom of God, when their 

X 4 ſtengrh 


: 


286 4 Proſpeft of Heavenly Glory, = 


Im—m—n—_—  — ———  — — 


ſtrength is at the loweſt ebb? (f) But believe it Sin- 
ers, you will find it too much for one to look af- 
ter a fick Sou), and a fick Body together ; roo much 
ro get a lively faith, when he lieth a Oying 3 roo much 
to mount vp as on Eagles wings to 

feet are going down to the Grave, and his ſteps take 
hold of He!l! If ever you wou'd have your works in 
the full and Erernal Reward of them to follow you 
when dead, you muſt be fure ro follow your work 
cloſe while you hve, now ſecking by patient conti- 
nuance in well-doing for Glory, Honour, Immorrtali- 
ty, and Er:rnal Life. Now therefore delay not the 
Jong of thar, which muſt be once done, or your Souls 
are undone for ever. Wh:it do you not yet know the 
certainty of an approaching D-arl, together with the 
Vanity and ſhorrnets of your own Life, which according 
co the juſt eſtimate of Truth, is no more than a ſpan 
which 1s ſoon meaſured, a Vapour that quickly vaniſh- 
eth, a Flower that preſently fadeth, or a little ſport of 
time berwixt too vaſt Eternities * Do you not know 
thar upon this ſhort moment of time dependeth your E- 
ternal condition, of Happineſs, it improved well, bur 
of Miſery if ill-improved. (zg) Do you not know thar 
the longer you delay to ſeek after this Erernal Reward, 


— 


(/) Ponitentia que ab infirms petitur, infirma eft : & 
pamteniia ques = moriente tantum petitur, times ne ipſa mo- 
riatur., Auguit. Serm. 57. de temp. 

(2) Nuippe ex voluntate perver/a, ſata eff libido ; & drm 
fervitur libidini, fafin e# conſurcude 53 of dum conſuctudin; 
non refiſt:tur, fatta ef neceſſitas. Aug. Confeſ. lib. 8. cap. 5 
T6 tov ors quay xadionny. Arelt. Eth, lib. 2. cap. 6. Nu- 
tura Of conſuctudo rob:iftiſanam faciunt & invitiſimam cu- 
pidutatem. Aug. ad Simpl. hib. 1. q. 1. Non pudet te ro!;- 
guias wite tibi reſervare, & id ſolum tempus bone menti dc 
#:n2are quod in nullam rem conferr: pojjit ? Sen. de brevit. vir. 
CaP. 4.  Juwuemutem tuam in peccatis traducis, ubi vero la- 
bore fratta furrint inſtrumenta, tanc ipſa ad Derm anduc is, 
ewm jam illoryn nulluv fit uſwe. Batil, Orat. 4. , 
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the more unfit you will be for it, and the leſs able to 
go through with fo difficult a province, it being im- 
poſſible, that your Hearts thro* procraſtinartioa ſhould 
not grow harder,yourcorruptions ſtronger, whilſt cuſtom 
converted into a ſecond Nature, produceth waithour a 
miracle of Mercy, an irrecoverableneſs in a courſe of 
Sin ? Do you not know it's a point of the greateſt 
diſingenuity that can be, to exhayſt the Spirits of your 
ſtrength in the ſervice of Sin, conſecrating the 

fruits of your Time to ſuch a cruel #zyprian Taskma- 


© fer, and ro reſerve no better for the ſervice of the great 


God, than the very ruins of your ſtrength, nor any ©- 
ther than the dregs of your time, wherein to leek the 
Kingdom of Heaven ? (þ) Do you not know how faſt 
your lives unravel, being not of a permanent, bur tran= 
tient nature continually waſting, l:ke the Oyl in the 
lamp, whether you work or ſtand idle in God's Vineyard, 
whether you will ſeek for a Crown of Life or not ſeek 
it ? Do you not know that be the rime of your 
lives never fo ſhort, yer the term allatred for, us of 
God wherein to ſeek atrer Heaven and Glory 1s never 
extended beyond it, (:) as the 1ſraclites might gather Man- 
14 on any of the ſix days in the Week, but not on the 
ſeventh * Do you nor know, bur if you negle& the 
preſent opporrunity, refuſing now to ſeek after the re- 
ward of Eternal Life, God may teal you vp in your 1m- 
penitency for ever, denying you all further advantages 
for your Souls, .as not having. promiſed a Day of Re- 
pentance to any, though he have promiled to all that are 
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(5b) Sicut dormiens in navi vehitur ad portion : 5:4 tu dove 
mM!s, ſel em pus Ernm ambulat. Ambr. 1n Pal. I. 

(:) Exod. 16. 26. 

Qui promiſit penitenti veniam non promiſit panitendi ho« 
ram ; qai penitenti miſericordiam premiſit, peccanti crafli« 
nm non promiſit, Aug. de verb. Dom. Serm. 5g. 
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truly penitent a Crown of Glory ? (&) Oh then to Day 
if you will hear his Voice harden not your Hearts, ne- 
gleQing the reward of Eternal Life till ro morrow, when 
the preſent time is the only Day of Salvation ! If the 
Day of Salvation be neglected, your hope of Salvation 
will for ever be fruſtrated. Ifnow you let ſlip the 
Day of Grace, you cannot chuſe bur fall ſhort hereaf. 
ter of the Crown of Glory. Time and opportunity 
in this caſe do vaſtly differ. Time is the continuation 
of Hours, Days and Years ſucceſſively coming after 
each other: Burt opportunity 15 the univerſal concur- 
rence of all other helps and advantages to give birth 
by their auſpicious Mid wifery ro your wiſh2d ends. 
So that you may have time, and yer loſe your op- 
portunity. You may have in the Glaſs of your time 
many ſands, when there 15 not a ſand lefr in the Glaſs 
of your opporrunity. You may have the Moan-light 
of time, when the Sun of opportunity 1s gon down 
in an everlaſting Night of Darkneſs upon you. And 
to be *ſure Sirs, if you loſe the San-lighe. of OPppor- 
tunity, you will never be able by th? Moon-!ight of 
time to find out, and walk in that narrow . Wav which 
leads to Glory. (!) The five foolrſh Virgins came ton 
late, and for that cauſe were everlaſtingly thur our 
from the marriage Supper. (m) Feru/a/:m had the things 
belonging to her peace hid from her Eves, becauſe in 
the Nay of her viſitation ſhe would nor know them. 
And E/a« having loſt through delays his Fathers Bleſ- 


Ed 5 Ths euetoy wh wr 020 eyafany + xwpir; Epic. 
Stob. cap. 16. 

(7) Marth. 25. 10, 11, 12. 

(12) Luke 19. 42. 

YE: iplo alc re/ipur Not 7g Comiftus wrbem ingrefſus of hec 
Jententia lata nan frajſet : quod quia negl:xit, in poſterum 
nullus miſericordie locus ; ex 440 liquet quantum intereſt re/# 
piſcentiam, won aico tu annum, ſed in diem differre. Cart. in 
Joc. Heb. 
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ſing, he found no place of Repentance, nor opporruni- 
oO ro recover it, though he ſought it with Tears. So 
that you ſee the leaſt of opportunity ro get Heaven 
once fallen, never ſpringeth again. The Marker-day 
of Grace once over, we muſt never expett a ſecond, 
wherein to purchaſe for our ſelves that one Pearl of 
great price. The ſwift tide of God's mercy in the ftri- 
vings of his Spirit once returned, we muſt never look 
to tee it high water again, nor think by the reflowings 
thereof, ro have our Souls landed ſafe upon the wiſh- 
ed ſhore of Eternal Reſt. And this dear Friends I tell 
you, not to plunge you in deſpair, but ro beger in you 
deſires after the lively hope of Eternal Life : not to thur 
you up under a ſentence of wrath and unpreventable 

ifery in Hell, but to haſten you in your purſuit of 
Heaven and Eternal Glory. Though you have former- 
ly made light of Salvation, yer if now you will prize 
Ir, though you have heretofore turned your backs upon 
Heaven, yet will -you but now ſeek after it ; though 
hitherto you have undervalued all thoſe ineſtimable ten- 
ders of Life and Eternal Glory which God hath made 
you, yet if now you will cloſe with them ſeeking dili- 
zently by patient continuance in well-doing for Glory 
lonour and Immortality, you need not doubt bur Sa]. 
vation ſhall] be your Crown, Heaven ſhall be your home 
and the full enjoyment of God in Glory ,that ſhall be your 
portion and your exceeding great reward. Yer the Gol- 
den Scepter of God's Grace is ſtretched our, now there- 
fore be ſure to lay hold upon it. Yer there is a door of 
Mercy ſtands open, be ſure now to enter in thereatr. 
Yet you are not ſealed up under an irreverſible Sentence 
of Wrath in Hell, give diligence therefore this day, rhis 
hour, this preſent moment, to lay up for your ſelves a 
Treaſure in Heaven. Now, oh now my beloved is your 
Term-time, wherein to ple2d with God for the lives 
of your Immortal Souls, ſhortly comes an everlaſting 
Vacation of Happineſs or Miſery, where you cannot be 
heard pleadlog for your ſelves though with = 7 
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Blood ! } As in War fo in this caſe, we are nor per- 
mitted to err twice ; now Heaven and Eternal Glory 
lie before you ; either ſpeedily get an intereſt in them, 
or together with your preſent opportunity you will loſe 
them for ever. hen Death begins to make his arreſt 
upon thee, its not then a time to ſow, but to reap the 
fruit of our doings ; not to labour for Eternal Reſt, 
bur ro reſt from our labours ; not by works of Righte- 
ouſneſs to ſeek a Crown, but to receive a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs ; not to lay up for our ſelves a Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, bur to go to Heaven, where our Com- 
fort, our Treaſure, our Happineſs are all laid up! 
That Seed of Grace muſt be ſown in ſeaſon, from which 
we would ever reap a crop of Eternal Glory. Now 
therefore while the Lord waits to be gracious, while 
his Spirit ſtrives, and calls you to break off your Sins 
by Repentance, be ſure ro work out your own Salva- 
' tion with fear and ——_— providing for your ſelves 
everlaſting Heavenly Manſions, againft the Time that 
our Earthly Tabernacles will be diflolved ! Oh remem- 
r, if while God affords you the auſpicious gales of his 
own Spirit, you ſhall not now hoyſt up your Sails ſer- 
ting forward in your Voyage for the holy land, you 
ſl never expett to arrive lafe at the ſhore of bleſſed 
Eternity. 


— —  — —— - 
ys —— er - = 


T ts moyte, cher, nec vel ſemel quidem peccare licet : nan 
hoc tale peccatum eft irrevocabile. Semel mortuns es, ſemer 
mortuus es : ſemel male mortuus es, ſemper danmatus es. Hanc 
mortem corrigere, hanc danmaiionem excutere, per omnem &ter- 
miratem non porerts. 
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A Sixth Conſideration added to move Sin- 
ners to ſeek an Intereſt in Heaven and 
Glory, taken from that everlaſting Mi- 
ſery that will otherwiſe lefall them, where 
alſo the Horror of that Helliſh Miſery is 
ſet out in Six Particulars, 


(6) N D laſtly eonfider if you get not an intereſt in Heaven« 

ly Glory, the reward of Eternal Miſery muſt be your 
portion, Ir hath by ſome been fition'd that whar every 
Man affected in this Life, with that he ſhould be fola- 
ced in the Eliſian fields: Phe Moral carrieth in it a 
certain truth, that Took what Men fer their Hearts moſt 
upon here,ſuch ſhall be their Erernal condition in anocher 
World, whether it be upon Sin unto Death, or upon 
Righreouſneſs unto life everlaſting. Whatever the 
Church of Rome may dogmatize of their Limbus Infantum, 
a Receptacle for the Souls of Infants dying withour 
Baptiſm, or of a Purgatory for ſuch as die in venial Sins 
whoſe guilt was not fully expiated ; * Yer as the ways of 
Men in this Jite are but ewo, either Holy or Unholy, fo 
the Divine Oracle acknowlkdgerh no more than two 
Final and Everlaſting eſtates for Men in the Life ro 
come, the one of Happineſs, the other of Miſery, the 
one of all fulneſs of Joy ia God's preſence, and the other 


Op —————_—_— —— 
* Omnis homo aut eft cum Chriſto regnaturus, aut cum Di a- 
belo crugiandns. Aug. Ser. 85. de Temp. 
Aut Ceſar, aut nullus, uv 5 wiorr Sahel; x; Ss- 
Ta. Gregor. Naz. in Pentecoſt. Rom. 2. 7,8, g. E 
Oo 
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of everlaſting D:fruftion from liis Prefence, and from the 
Glory of his Power. Hence it 1s {ſaid of God, that to thoſe 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
G'ury, and Honour, and Immortality, he will render 
er-rnal Life : But ro every Soul that hath Pleaſure in 
Uurighteouſneſs, not obeving the Goſpel, Indignation 
and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſth. (*) And Chriſt 
himſelf declaring the Procels of that grear Day, as he 
only takes Coynzance of two torts of Men, the one 
Righteous, the other W:cked, the one as Sheep on his 
right Hand, the other as Goats on his letr : So he only 
makes mention of a tworo!4 Sentence, the one of Abſo- 
lution, the other of Condemnation, each afſigning to irs 
proper ObjeQs, rheir everlaſting Condition ; 1o that the 
Wicked, in the Execution of this Sentence, muſt go a- 
way into everlaſting Puniſhment, and the Righreous into 
life Erernal. They that have not the Happineſs to ſtand 
amongſt the Sheep of Chriſt on the right Hand, they 
muſt ſtand amongſtthe Goats on his lefr. They that are 
not pronounced Bleſſed, are pronounced Accurſed. And 
whoever is not called to inherit the Kingdom of God, to 
be ſure he muſt have his Portion with Hypocrites in the 
Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimftone for ever. E- 
very Man's Works when he once comes to be matriculat- 
ed amongſt the Dead, will + be ſure to follow him, either 
for his Comforr, if they have been Righteous, or for his 
eternal Confuſion, if Unrighteous. Never think then 
(my Brerhren) falling ſhort of Heaven, and Glory, to 
elcape the Demnation of Hell. For as when the Lighe 
is departed, a gi'vomy Darkneſs immediately thereupon 
tucceedeth, and raketh place: So whoever are not count- 
ed Meet to be partakers of the Inheritance (5) of the 


C— — — — —— 


(*') Mat, 25. 31. 46. 
(a) Col. x. 12. 
(+) Opers ſequuntur bones, perſequuntur male; : illi [ee 


cundum opers corond juſtitie donautur, þi propter opera 
* ai qua injuſti perpetrarumt, arernd pleTuntup miſe- 
ris. 


Saints 


—_— 
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Saints in Light, for them is reſervell the (-) Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs for ever. And who toavoid Miſery, would 
not chooſe Happineſs *? Who to elcape everiaſting Shame 
and perpetual Contempr in the World ro come, would 
not row make Glory his Option ? Who to prevent the 
heavieſt Stroak of God's eternal Diſpleaſure, the furious 
gnawings of that Worm which never dies, and the moſt 
exquiſite Torments of everlaſling Burniogs in Hell, 
would not now give diligence to lay up for himſelf a 
Treafure in Heaven? Believe it Sinner, thou that art 2 
Demas, embracing this preſent World, thou that art a 7u- 
das betraying thy Lord and Malter for thirty pieces of 
Silver, thou that art an ungodly Achan, hugging thy ſelf 
in any accurled thing, which God hath devoted, thou (in 
a word) that art a prophane Eſau, ſelling thy Birth-righe 
for a Meſs of Pottage, I have received a Commiſton 
from God to write bitter things againſt thee, and our of 
love ro thy poor Soul, let me tell thee, that if thus thou 
go on to make light of Heaven and Glory, there re- 
maineth nothing but a fearful looking for of Judgment, 
(a) and fiery Indignation from the Lord ro devour, to 
torment, and to burn thee for ever! Oh then conſider 
this, allye thar forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, 
and there be none to deliver you ! What is there in all 
the Profits, Honours, and pleafurab'e Vanities of this 
Wor'd, that for them vou ſhould run the hazard of ever- 
laſting helliſh Torments ? What, is not Life to be pre- 
ferred before Death, Happineſs before an Erernity of 
Miſery, and the Joys of Heaven, before rhe everlaiting 
Pains, Tortures, and Burnings of He!]* Oh remember 
ic Sinner, there is that in Hel!, which, chough thy Fleſh 
were of Iron, and thy Bones of Braſs, mighr make thee 
tremble, and thy Knees to ſmire cne 200Inſt another ! 
And yet in caſe thou be a Drunkartd, a Swearer, a Co- 
verous , or an unclean Perfon, making light of Heaven 
to enjoy thy Luſt, this is the place whither thorrly thou 


—_— 
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muſt go, and wherein thou muſt erelong receive tor thy 
Portion, the Vengeance of erernal Fire, For the Mourl: 
of Truth hath ſpoken it, and will make it good, (4a) that 
the Wicked thail be turned into Hel}, with all the Na- 
tions that forger God. Bur that what I have faid, may 
effe&tunlly influence your Souls ro look after Heaven, 

we me I|c:ve to Epitomize Hell, and to ſhew you in 
tome few Particulars, the Horrors wherewith this place 
of Torment is tilled vp to the brim. 


(1) CONSIDER the Purity of Hell Torments, which ave 
a Cup of the Wine of Goa'. frerce/t Wrath wnmixed, whcvein 
there is net to be found any one Ingredient of bis Love, or Mercy. 
Here the worſt of Men do enjoy ſome Cood : Bur in 
Hell, even they whoſe Condition 1s the beſt, they have 
nothing but Evil. There is not any Grant of the leaſt 
Comfort to the greateſt Torment ; not one drop of Ho- 
ny inall the Gall which is given them to drink of ; nor 
ſo much as the lealt glimpſe of heavenly Light in all that 
Cimmerian Darkneſs: Bur (e) Sorrow without Joy ; Death 
without (f)Life ; and Judgment withour Mercy,muſt for 
ever be their Portion. "Tis I know the Opinion of the 
Schoolmen, that the very Reprobates in Hell are pun- 
iſhed @tra condiznem ; Whence ſome would infer, that 
there is no place wherein there is not ſome Impreſſion of 
God's Mercy, nor any Creature which doth nor taft of 
his Gocdneſs. Burt however God ſhould mitigate ſome 
part of that Torment, which the Sinner juſtly deſerved, 
and which in the Rigour of his Juſtice he might rightly 
have inflifted : Yet as for any poſitive Ef-tt of God's 
Mercy and Goodneſs in Hell, rhe Damned are altogether 
unacquainted with it. "Tis true, both the Devils and 


Reprobates in Hell, they have a Phylical Being, which 


—— 


*s 


(4) Pal. 9. 17. 
(e) Jam. 2. 33. 
(f) Pot-ft dici quod etiam in eis (damnatis ſeil.) miſeri- 


eordia locum habet, in quantum citra condignum punitn- 
tay. Aq. Sup. 3. part. q. 99. att. 2. 1, 


in 
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in it ſelf is good : Bug yer to: them jt is nothing ſo, as 
being only conctianted to render them capable of everlaſt- 
ingDeſtruftion from the Preſence.of God, and fram the 
Glory of his Power. They have a being, bur ir's only 
ro fiz-them for an eternal Miſery 4 they have a Life, bur 
ſuch that they would-(þ) give ren thouſand Worlds to 
be eaſed of that heavy Burden, as being made thereby ob- 
noxious ta.the ſtroak of erernal Death. So that wharever 
be the Goodnels of a Phyſical Being which-the Damned 
havg,, yet ſure it doth nor pre te the Vengeance 
of e Fire conjunt& with ir... Bur (til you may look 
upon would . you conceive aright thereof, as a 
place of 'Tormenr wherSartbey ſhall never have the Jeaſt 
eaſe ; as a place of Sorrow, wherein they muſt never ex- 
_ peT the leaſt Joy; as a place of Deſtution from the 
blisful Preſence of God, wherein they may never raſt 
che ſmalleſt of his Mercies, noc expett one comfortable 
Smale from his Fage #0 all Erernity. And oh what Te- 
bet is not a Paradiſe, what Flames are not a Bed of 
to the loſs of alkour Comforts, but eſpecially ro 
the loſs of the God of our Comforts! That which is 
privative, Gangs Lau Ora the Sinner all Good, is 
worſe (i) than that which is Poſitive in Damnation, 
though hereby be brought in an univerſal x of all 
Evil, a = + Iliad of Miſeries at once. The Pain of 
Loſs doth infinicely preponderate the Pain of Senſe : So 
that (&) the Refiexion of a Sinner upen the loſs of God, 
and Chriſt, and ercrnal Glory wiil be the String of all his 
Sorrows, the Head of that envenomed Arrow, which 
will drink up his Spirits like Poylon for ever, and this 


(hb) Vellet damnatus potitts men «fe quam talis ofſe qui 
miſeria intenſiſms eaque etirno duraturd argerentur. Bar), 
Exercit. 1. Conclul. 3. pag. 7 

(i) Omnia vro Gehenne [up i ia l; per abit Deum non Yi- 
dere, & bonis carere quezin poi:ftate habnifſet obrinere. Bers 
ae inter. Dom. cap. 3$ | 

(k) O87 dwwrgians 1, emrgord, dpoenringey Ih, & 
fagurweer w radon. Baſil. de Aſcenc. cap. 2+ 
&1$ 
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is that Worm of Conſcience which never dies, the fu- 
rious gnawings'whereof will be far more dreadful and 
intolerable, than the Vengeance of eternal Fire it ſelf '- 


If the departure. of God from his own People, though 
Partial, and only for a\Time, be ſo dreadful, that they 


ſually cry out as Men undone, thinking no Rhetorick 
Kifficient ro expreſs it in, but Sighs, no Tongue, - but 
Shreeks and Groans, no Ink, but mournful Tears, no Pa- 
per, but that of aawonnded and broken. Heart ; oh then 
bow unfufferable wiltthe loſs of God'be to all the Damn- 
ed in Hell, who,muſt be Puniſhed with a full and,ever- 
laſting Deſtruction from God, and fromthe Glory of his 
Power > Do:they mourn ſo;terly when for a ſmall 
moment he forſakes them, though with great Mercy he 
gathers them ; when in a little Wrath he hides bis Face 
from them, though. with everlaſting Kindneſs he wil! 
have Mercy upon them ? Oh then how birterly wilt 
thou Mourn, - and with what hearexending furious Re- 
flexions wi!r thou look back upon thy. own ,prodigeous 
Folif, when rhe Lord ſhall forjake'thy Soul ro all Erer- 
nity, when he ſhall 'hide his Face from thee for ever, 
commanding thee to depart from ths Prefence Accurſed 
2nro eternal Fire / Should you imagine ten thouſand 
Hells, (/) yer all this were not ſo much as to loſe the 
beatifical Preſence of God in Glory. The full Enjoy- 
ment of God, that is the Crown and the Glory of Hea- 
ven : Ando, the total loſs of God, that is the great- 
eſt Emphaſis of Hell, and eternal Damnation. Oh that 
1s the Sting which enters into the Bowels; that is the 
Worm of helliſh Horror which will feed upon them for 
ever ; that is the heavy Milſtone of God's foreſt Wrath 
which will Inevitably fink and drown them in eternal 
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(!) Si mille eliquis poxat Gehennas, mhil tale difurn; oft 
quale a beaie illiusglorie repell; honore. 


x alienatio a Dei vita in 4ternitate ſupplicii. Aug. 
e Civir. Dei. lib. 6. 


Summa mors anzme 


Per- 
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Perdition! A Man who enjoyeth God gan never want 
Comfort :* But whoever loſeth God, he loſeth all his 
Comfares rogether with him. How woful is then the 
Condition of all che Damned in Hell, who muſt neither 
enjoy God, nor the leaſt Mercy from God to all Ererni- 
ty ? Here poſſibly you have Riches, and Honours, ma- 
ny Friends,” and carnal Pleaſures : Bur lofing God thou 
muſt leave them all behind chee, nor fhall any of them 
be able to bring thee Tidings of Comfore, when ſhur up 
inHell! You (m) know how it fares with Rich Dives ; 
he denied the Crums to poor Lazarus, and in Hell, though 
he ſeek ir with Tears of Blood ; yer the Comfort of one 
drop of :Water to cool his T e, when termented 
with infernal Flames, © will nor granted him. For 
that's a Place of Judgment without Mercy ; * there rhe 
Eye ſees no Comfort, the Tongue raſteth no Comfort, 
the Exr heareth no Comfort : Bur Puniſhment without 
Piry ; Sorrow without Succour, Torment withour Eaſe ; 
and the lo of God over all Blefſed for ever, is the Por- 
tion of all the Damified ! And what Sinner, haſt thou 
any Luft, any Sin, any Dalilah, whoſe Love will be able 
to compenſate the lofs of God, of his Kingdom and Glo- 
ry for ever ? Can'ſt thou. dwell Sinner in Miſery with- 
out Mercy, in continual Mourning without Mirth, in 
Heart-killing-ſorrow, without any Solace, in the Valley 
of the ſhadow of Death without the Favour and loving 
Kindneſs of God, - which is berrer than Life ? Why, 
whar reaſon haſt thou poor Self-deſtroying-ſoul, by thy 
careleſs negle& of Heaven and ererna! Glory, thus ro run 
the hazard of being Puniſhed for &vec from the Preſence 
of God, of his Grace, of his Mercy and Goodfieſs in 
helliſh Flames, where are all things to fili with Terrour, 
bur nothing to excire Deſire, or ro Miniſter the leaſt 
Comforr ? Oh this, this is the grand Aggravation of 
the Damned's Miſery, and thar which makes ir ſaddeſt 
of all, that in Hell chey muſt nor only 1ole their Riches, 
Honours, and Relations which were all in themſelves 


(m) Luke 16. 24+ 


YT © Good 
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Good: but the Preſence of God himſelf, who is beſt 
of all! | ; 


(2) CONSIDER the Sucicty you are like to have in 
Hell-rorments, which is none other than that of Devils, and 
that of dammed Spirits, whoſe Names were not Written in the 
Bpok of Life. As in Heaven there are none but Sainrs and 
vlorious Angels . So in Hell thereare none bur Sinners, 
and ſnaky Devils ; and theſe are they that for ever muſt 
be your curled Aſſociates in Wrath and Miſery. _The 
1 ares, and the Wheat in this Life, they grow bork to- 
yoo : Bur when Chriſt, who 1s our Life ſhall appear, 
aving gathered home the Wheat into his own Garner, 
he will bind up the Tares in Bundles and burn them to- 
gether. Here the (») Sheep, and the Goats, the Foo!iſh, 
and the wile Virgins are promiſcuouſly mingled toge- 
cher, being oftentimes, not only of the ſame Nation, 
bur of the ſame Cognation and Family too: Bur there 
is 4 great day of Separation coming, when being ſorted, 
and ſet one upon God's right Handy". and the other upon 
his left, the Wicked with the Devil and his Angels, ſhall 
be hurried away together, as ſo many Swine and Coats 
from the Preſence of God, into the Vengeance of erer- 
nal Fire. And oh whar a dreadful Aggravatiog.ot your 
Tormentrs in Hell will this be, when the Devil who 1in- 
Nigated you through his Subrilty ro commir Sin, and 
thoſe that were. your Companions in the Contrivances, 
Pleaſures, and Profirs thereof, muſt for ever become 
your Aflociares in that Wrath, that Miſery, that endlets 
unpreventable Deſtruction that will follow after ! . Mas 
ny Foal-hardy Sinners there ace, who think 1t wil! be 
Come Allay ro their Milery in Hell, that they ſha!l 
not go thither alone : But ro be ſure the more 
Veſſels of Wrath, the more Vials of God's Wrath 
will be poured out upon them ; (c) and if the con- 
current Judgment of Expeſicorrs upon the Parable 


(n) Mat. 25. 4, 32. : 
(o) Luke 16. 27, 28, 


of 
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of Dives: and Lazarus (p) that which made the rich 
Man ſo paſſionately defirous to have his five Brethren 
premoniſhed by the Herald from che Dead, was not any 
Compaſſion which he bore to chem, bur a certain fearful 
looking for of an Aggravation of his own Miſery, by the 
Afﬀociation of theay with himſelf in thoſe Hellith or- 
ments. Howland tremble then all ge that neglett Glo- 
ry, ſtriking Hands with the Works of Iniquity, for the 
Miſery that will ſhortly come upon you, when Chained 
up-by the Almighty Hand of God amongſt Devils and 
damned Spirits in the dark Chavs of eternal Confuſion ! 
In this World the Wicked love not to Aﬀociate them- 
ſelves with God's People, bur ſhun their religious Socie- 
ty, abhor their devout Exercifes, exclaiming of them as 
the only Troublers of the State, Subverters of good Ors- 
der, (q) Enemies to Ceſsr, the very Peſts ofthe (r) Coun- 
try where they live, (-) and Men that rurm the World 


. uUplide down: Bur oh what everlaſting horrid Confo- 


fion, what Trembling, what fearfub Aſtoniſhmeor, 
what furious Heart-rending Reflexions will this fill chem 
with, to ſee the Righteous called vp into eternal Soul- 
entrancing Communion with God in Glory, and them- 
ſelves carried headlong with grifly Devils, and damned 
Spirits into helliſh, Torments! If Bavid complains fo 
bitrerly of the (:) Society of contentious Neighbours, 


faying, Woe is me (u) that I dwellin M:ſech, and that I 


t) Pſal. 420. 5. . 
(u) Apud inferoes fngu/ariſſraum erit tormentum, perpetim 
andire rot centenorum millium horribili ſm; nagitus, plan#«s, 
rugitus, perinde 7 mille broes aſſentur vivi, 


Y 3 ſojour 


| 300 A Proſpect of Heavenly Glory, 


fojourn in the Tenrs Kedar : What cauſe then of ſad 
comphint will all rhe' datnned have in Hell, where 
they ſhall by their birrer out-cries, horrid execrations, 
and doleful ſchrierchings murually aggravare each others 
Torments, and never envy any other Company than 
that of enraged Devils infulring over them with hellih 
ſpire, ©} and rorruring them as the Inſtruments of*God's 
etgrnal Vengeance, with variety of exquiſite «Torments 
for ever ! Should a poor damned Soul break out of Hell 
with rhe Flames and Wrath of God upon him, and-ar- 
tended with Legions of furious Devils ſhew himſelf mh 
our Streets, filing the Air with his doleful Ourt-cries 
and hideous Roarings, how dreadful would it be to all 
Behcelders! How would Mens Hair ſtand an end, and 
their Knees ſmire one againſt another ! Think then wirh 
'our ſelves, and ler if make you ferious in ſeeking 

eaven : How dreadful it will be ro have your Portion 
with-the Damned in” Hell, ro dwell with Millions of - 
ſnaky Devils, and ro be filled for ever with the hideous 
Qur-cries and doleful Lamentations of ſuch everlaſtingly 
tortured, and torturing Caitifs ! . 


G) CONSIDER the univerſality of Rell Forments, 
wh:< _— diffuſe themſeboes, through - rfny that 
ner a: Soul, nor member of Body ſhall be free 
Frens anguiſh. Here Diſcaſes have their particuhar ara of 
reſdence affigned them in the Body, ſo that ſome 
parts are free, while others are full of Pain; Or if 
ity Diſtemper exerciſe ſuch an univerſal Tyranny '©o- 
ver the whele Body as to affli& and torture it in every 
Part and Member, yet the Spirit of a Man doth ofren 
eſcape the malignity of his afflition ſuſtaining him or 
der it. Bat in Hell the whole Man muſt undergo an 


—— 
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T Diabolus flow eor min; fteriton accipiet jules danmmariens, 
gui fpente ſe tradiderant rave afioni. Haymo in Dom. 7. 
poſt Pear. pag. 308. 
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univerſal - Miſeryes) So that every Vein and Atrery 
in the Body, every-Powes and Faculty of Sou!, ſha!l be 
filled pp ro the.brim with che invenomed bitter Water of 
Gods enraged jealoufie to rorture and perplex them for e« 
ver. Here the Bady'is tortured im alt parts, not a Vein, 
noran Artery, n Muſcle «goes free : And in every 
Senſe it is rerrified, and beſer with ſome prodigy of 
Hotrour, and/ dreadfiil aftoniſhmenr. There ſhall be 
BH in the Eyes, for there .is weeping and. wat 
I” -lbes inthe Ears, proceeding from thoſe hide 
ous onrcries, dolefal complaints, and horrid execrations 
which” the damned will breath forth for ever in Hel- 
liſh Tormenrs ; (5) the ſmell which was here ſo choice 
11 fingling out irs fragrances ſhall, there be everlaſting- 
ly offended with the noyſom fume of Brimibone, and 
with thoſe poyſonous favours that proceed from dam- 
net Reprobares, which if breathed into the Air were 
enough ro infe& the whole World with a morral Plague; 
the curious Palate which here muſt be entertained with 
variety of delicious Fare, not well knowing through 
niceneſs which diſh at a Feaſt to teed upon, ſhall 
thefe traſt nothing but the Poyſon Aſps and the Wine 
of Everlaſting aſtoniſhment ; che Touch which here muſt 
be gratified with all ſofrne's and effeminacy as impati» 
ent through the delicacy of it to endure ſo much as 
the injury of one cold blaſt, ſhall there be everlaſtingly 
afflicted wich moſt exquifice Tortures, lying under the 
fierce Storm of Gods Wrath, which like a Tempelt of . 
Fire and Brimſtone ſhall excruciate and beat upon ir for 
ever. And as all the Senſes, ſo every Member of the 
Body ſhall have its peculiar pain to wrack and torment 


—c-———_ mvxxJuJ} ſ+_- _ _———_ 


(z) Pane damnatis ſecundum corp:is > [ecundum animam 
infligentuy. Corprus pans vari! 0:10ad ommes ſenſi a ficics ar : 
Anima ſecundum onnes ſua potent ias crit 11tur, Gerion. | 

(b) Si danmatus vel cxignd't empore ver/avetur 11 err .s, fa- 
tido ſur ore ita aerem inficeret, vt induceret magnam peſtem a 
contagionem in univerſum mun{um. Stella de Cont. Mundi 
lib. 3. cap. 20. oag. milu 358. : 
T H I 
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it for ever. The Head that was here ſwoln like an 
impoſtume with all wicked Plors, and treaſonable de- 
ſigns againft Heaven, ſhall in Hell feel. che ach of Gods 
heavy Diſpleaſure, and break into an Erernal 5, eo 

ly Bair 


unſuffe<rable Pain. The Face that was here the dea 

of Beſtial deſire , exerciſing. a. Juſtful Tyrangy oyer, 
and commanding a ſecret adorationrfrom- the amorous 
Loyet, ſha!l have no ſuch (weerneſs now, as to move 
any pity, no ſuch attraltive Beauty now, ,as to cagiti- 
vate any Eye, nor any ſuch ſilent Rhetarick, as to 

a Sigh, a Tear, a Groan from any beholder, 'but +m 
now gather blackneſs for ever, and inſtead of the gar: 
paint of comely Features, which, will all mek away 
under the hot Catching Beams of Gods fore diſpleaſure, 


be filled with the confounding bluſhes of Erernal Flames. 
(:) The Heart that was here the Minthouſe of all in- 
ordinate affeQions ſhall now meditate Terror for ever, 
be ſhor chrough wich ren Thouſand invenomed Arrows 
of the Almighty and now every Sin, every Luſt it hath 
harboured ſhall be turned into ſo many Scorpions and 


Furies to ſting 'and torment, and rend it for ever. 
Thus 1f like a $skilful Anatomiſt I ſhould go through 
the Whole Body of Man, criticize upon every part, I 
might ſhew you how their Eyes wili ſtart out for very 
anguiſh, their Tongues be ſcorched with thirſt, their 
Lips quiver, their Fleſh tremble, their Sinews be dread- 
fully wracked, their Bones are all ſhatter'd in pieces, 
their Moiſture and Marrow dried up, their Bowels 
*hhudder for Horrour, (a) their Hands and Feet bound 
fait in fiery Chains of Eternal Wrath, the Joints of 


———— 


(c) Gen. 6, s. 

ALY Plus off dicere figmentum cogitationum quam 
eogitationes [impliciter. Jetter ipſas etitm incompletas copita« 
fiones videtr includere, & quicquid homo in animo concipit, 


format, Or fingit. Amama Antibar. Bibl. lib. 2. pag. 395. 
Luke 16. 24. 


(4d) Matth. 22. 13. 
thei 4 
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their Loyns looſed, (2) and their Knees like Belſbaz- 
zar:*{mire one againſt another for that Eternal Wrath 
and Miſery which muſt come upon them. But wav- 
ing 'the ſeveral Parts of the Body, as capable of no more 
than the Body and mere outſide of Helliſh Tormenrs , 
I muſtwell you thar all the faculties and Powers of thz 
Soul ſhall have their ſhare in all the ,unſufferable end- 
le& Torments of Hell, which indeed will be the Sou], 
Go Emphaſis, - the fting of thoſe Helliſh.. Torments. 

ere the COR - ſhall be, dreadfully - per- 
plexed, when the Soul ſhall fee how for a little ſugared 
Poyſon,: a little ſenſual delight , and wanton dalliance, 
it hath loſta Crown of Life loſt the enjoyment of the 
ever Blefled God, and Eternal Glory, and plunged it 
ſelf irrecoverably in everlaſting unpreventable Miſery. 
(f) Here the Will ſhall alſo be filled with all the in- 
gredients of Wrath and Miſery, obfirmed in Wicked- 
neſs, captivated for ever in the Labyrinth of Horrour 
and Heart-rending deſpair without any ghread of el- 
cape, deliring nothing more than for ever to be ſwal- 
lowed up, and lie hid in the moſt abhorred eſtate of 
annihilation, from the Wrath to come. Here the va- 
rious affections of the Soul (which however diſtanr, 
if not contrary in the circumference of their differing 
objefts, did yer all of them accord to meet, and con- 
center themſelves in this Life upon nothing bur Luſt. 
and Sin, and Creature-Vanities) will wage an ever- 
laſting inteſtine War, begetting ſuch rumultuary Jars, 
( s) pernicious Schiſms, unquiet agitations, Heart- 
rending conflicts, and Boyling eſtuations within, that 
now the damned in Hel! will be like the troubled 
Sea indeed, having no reſt Night nor Day for ever. 
Here in a word the Memory that faithful rememe 
brancer of all opportunities loft, all Mercies lighted, 
all Sins commitrred, and of all. favours abuſed, ſhall 


(e) Dan. s. 6. 
(f) Revel. 6. rs, 16, 17. 
(z) Ifa. 57. 20. 
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now be an everlaſting Fury, bringing a! thoſe rhings 
to mind, (+) and reflefting them continn ally to to 
Conſcience, which awakned through the Tyrci:ins hear 
of Gods heavy diſpleaſure, ſhall nov | T only 
a Thouſand Witne es but a thouſand 415-fy] Devils, 


to throw the Soul into an Everlaſttng Agony, o ex- 
cruciate, ſting, and torment it, as with Scorpions fi 
ever. And if this muſt be the Lor of the damned 
Hell, fo that no Member of Body, no Facu'ty of SoufF 
ſhall be free from ſuch exquifire unſufferable Yormat 
what a prodigy of madneſs is it then for Men by ne 
ſetting Heaven and Eternal Glory to expoſs them- 
© ves Body and Soul to all this Wrath, und Horrour, 
and univerſa] unpreventable Miſery ! Think of ir ſeri» 
ouſly, and "conſider, if now you cannot endure the 
ach of our Member, how ever you will be able 
to ſuffer, when all of them muſt be moſt dreadfully 
rortured rogether in one common” deſtrution 2 W 
will yow do When all the Senſes of your Body, whic 
here you have ftndied ſo much to gratify, ſhall have 
all their pleaſing obje&s ryrned . into matter of Hor- 
rour, and Everlaſting anguith ? Nay, what will you do, 
in what abyſs. will yon hide your ſelves from your 
ſelves, from your Sins, from the Wrath of God, when 
your poor Souls that were chief in finning ſhall 
now be chief in ſuffering, and ſhall be turned inro 
ſo many living Hells, full of, nothing but the Wine 
of aſtoniſhment, rogerher with the Fury, and indig- 
nation of the "Lord for ever ? 


(4) CONSIDER the immutability of Hell Tormenty, 
which makes the condition of all thoſe remedileſs upon whom 
ſitver they have once taken. hold. Every condition in 
this Life” is a Compound of mutabilirty, wiciiruges 
and various changes ; Health and Sickneſs, Eaſe and 
Pain, Joy and Sorrow murually ſucceeding one another : 
Nor is there anv Man ſo miſerable through Sin, and 
the Hand of God upon him for Sin, but breaking off 


_ 
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(+) Mark 9. 48. his 
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his Sins by Repentance he may find Mercy, (:) the 
Pom being always ready in this Life to crown with 
{ory all thoſe rhat by patient *continuance jn well- 
1ps ſeek dfrer him, as willing to rouch by Faith 
'!\s Golden Scepter of his Grace. But Wo and alafs 
# letringg flip the Day of Grace, you be once Condem- 
cd xt Chriit's Tribunal, now you muſt inevitably be 
b# hed his Glorious Preſence, and ſhut up. for ever 
$620 the damned in the Priſon of Hell withour 
»«aþo Bail, or- Main-prize, there being now no more 
Day of Grace, any calling tro Repyntance, any 
IHe::venly Manna, —_ any Angel deſcending into 
the Pool, ' any »Fatob's Ladder let down from ven, 
by the climbing whereof you might eſcape our of 
the bortbmleſs fiery Dungeon of Toipher, where the Pri- 
ſoners wonld not live, yet can neither dice,” nor.evade 
their . Torments. (+) When once the damned come 
within' the confines of - Hell, chey have then ſhot the 
Gulf, through which there is ne returngr:g again to 
Heaven and Glory. _ Hell will not berto the Sinner 
like Jouab's Whale, when once it hath'ſwallowed him 
up, to caſt him-again upon the Shore of true Happi- 
neſs : Bur rather like rhe Red Sea to the Egyprians, where- 
in all further Hopes of Comfort, of a of Deli- 
verance from that place of Torment will be drowned 
for ever. The Sun may go down in a Dark Cloud, 
and yet rife Gloriouſly again beſpangling the World 
with more pure clarified Beams of Light and Splendour ; 
Bur thoſe who once go down in the Pit of DeftruQi- 


b_— ——s OR —— — 


on) Gs 3» vo *W we, Þ 5 ®i& TImu3- 
y ig T7 y. Ignat. Epiſt ad Smyrn. pag. 122. , 
(&) Luke Bd ; | | ” mp 
Quemadmodum in ejuſmedi hiatu in quo mrbes vel terrarum 
iraFus abſorbentur non poteft tranſiri ab uno" hiatts labro all 
alcerum cum 0 nou fit compreſſum, ſed hiatus maneat © ita fg- 
nificavit Dominus fieri non poſſe ut ullo modo tranſeatur ab eo- 
ri flatu qui fant tormentis adjudigati ad flatum quietis & 
conſolationis aterne. Raynold. de lib. Apoc. vealed. 162. 
on 
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on making their Beds in Hell, they muſt never look 
any more, coming out of thoſe Helliſh Torments; to 
riſe in Glory. The Place of the Damned is like the 
Lyons Den, where all the Footſteps look forward bur 
not one backward. So that what Solomon ſaith of ſuch 
as go into an Harlor, is here verified of thoſe who have 
their portion in Hell : (!) none that go in uato her 
return again, neither take they hold on the paths -of 
Life. For the Arreſt of Hell and Damnation as./at 
will take no Bail, ſo neither doth it admit of any 
the leaſt Hope of evalion for ever, but unpreventably 
ſhuts up the Soul in remediteſs Miſery. And oh how 
dreadful will it be for all you who now make lighr 
of Heaven and Glory, to be ſhut up irrecoverably 
in Hell, and remedileſs Torments ' Oh this is the em- 
phaſis of the damneds Miſery in Hell, this is the ſting 
and Poyſon of all their Sorrows, that there is now no 
furcher Hope of obtaining Mercy, no way to fly from 
the Wrath to come! (m») If Hope deferred maketh 
the Heart fick: How dreadfully the will it break 
and rend their Hearts to -be plunged deep in that 
bottomleſs Sea of Divine Wrath, where all their Hopes 
ſhall be daſhed againſt rhe Rock of Eternal Deſpair ! 
That Hell js ſuch a Priſon as admits of no Hope of 
releaſe, ſuch a Night as ſhall never ſee the dawnin 

Day of Grace, ſuch a black Storm as will never _ 
in a Sunſhine of Glory ; this hath more Torment, ' 
more Pain, more Terrour in it, than all the Torments 
of Hell. 'Tis a diminution of our Happineſs to en- 
joy that good which may be changed Sr Evil, and 
the greateſt aggravation of our Milery to lie under 
that evil, which we can never hope will be changed 
for good. That which makes the Saints in Glory com» 
*pleatly Happy, and the Reprobates in Hell compleatly 
miſerable, 1s this; that the one need expet no worſe, 
and the other. can never expe&t any better Condition. 


(1) Prov. 2. 19. 
(m) Prov. 13. 32. 
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*As Heaven would nor be fo full of Joy, if not above 
all Fear of Furure Evil : So neither would Hell be 
ſo full of Horrour, if ' not quite below all hope of 
furure Good . For to be without all hope of Good 
1s infinitely worſe than the ſuffering of any 'v>f rhe fo- 
reſt Evil : So that whatever Flames, whatever Wrath 
is determined upon the damned in Hell, yer all rhis doth 
not now torment them ſo much, as rhe loſs of their 
Hopes ever to be made Happy. Why then will you 
now let go your Hopes of Heaven, expoſing yourſe]ves 
ro-remedileſs hellſh Tormenrs ? Is ic nothing to be 
ſhur up in that darkneſs, where you ſhall, have ao hope 
at all of Light for ever? Nothing ro undergo that 
Miſery in Hell, which excludes all hope of future Hap- 
pineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven ? Nothing to be plun- 
ped in that unconfined ireful Ocean of God's fiercel? 

rath, ont of which you can never have Hopes of 
ſwimming to the wiſhed Shoar of Blefled Immorrtali- 
ty ? Oh what will you do when filled with that Hor- 
rour which ſhall never give way to any the leaſt Con 
forr ? When averwheimed wirh that Sorrow which ſhall 
never be turned into Joy? When ſurprized with that 
Everlaſting Nigtit of Wrath aud Globminels, which 
will never have a Day-break of Love and Mercy ? 
Oh this, if any thing will make the Tormenrts of Hell 
tolerable, that they are unchangeable, ſhurring our the 
Hope of all true Comfort ! Here you muſt never thick 
to change Torments, for Eaſe; Death, for Life ; the 
never dying Worm, for the light of God's Cyunte- 
nance ; nor the Flames of Hel}, for rhe Glory and 
Happineſs of the new Jeruſalem. 


(5) CONSIDER the extremity of H.!l Torments, which 
for exquiſiteneſs are ſo dreadful, that no beart can meditate 
the terror of them. What Burton ſaith of prevailing Me- 
lancholy, is much more true of the damned in Hell, 
whoſe Miſery is ſo dreadfully accenred, rhat there is in 
it no hope of a lighter, nor any place for an heavier 
ſtroak. No torture of Body like unto ir ; no Strapadoes, 
. Hot-irons, nor Phalars's Bulls : all Fears, Griefs, Suſpi- 
CiCOs, 
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cions, Diſcgatggrs, are ſwallowed up and drowned in ' 


this Evripw, this* Ocean of Miſery, 'as fo many ſmall 
Brooks. Here the Wrath of God is poured ont in ful! 
Vials upon all the Damned; * and who knows the powe; 
of that Wrath or the unconceivable horror it bring; 
with it ? So infinitely dreadful is the Wrath of God, 
that no Man in the World can underſtand it, much leis 
Rand under it, if once the ſftroak thereof falls upon him. 
And yet a Cup of this implacable Wrath full 'mixed 
with all ſorts of Plagyes, } but unmixed without che 
leaſt drop of Mercy, muſt be the Portion of all the 
.- Damned in He!!, where every Veſſe? of Wrath ſhall 
have that fulneſs of Wrath, that extremity of unutrera- 
ble Torments, which no Tongue can poſlibly expreſs, 
nor Heart of Man though.,enlarged to the utmoſt reach 
of all created capacities, conceive! A Melancholick 
Man (faith a - learned Divine of our own) niay fancy 
vait and terrible Fears, Fire, Sword, Tempeſts, Wracks, 
Furnaces, Scalding-lead, Boyling-pitch, running Bel!- 
metral, and being kept alive, to fee] their Torment : 
Bur yer all rhis, it compared with thoſe moſt dreadful 
Horrours, and exquifire Torments, which the damned 
in Hell muſt for ever be plagued with, are no more than 
a Jirtle ſpark falling upon the Hand, to the furious Rage 
and Burnings of Nebuchadnezzar's hot fiery Furnace ! 
We have heard tell of ſome that have endtred 
mangling of Body, ripping of Bowels, breaking up- 


on the Wheel, Fleeing alive, Wracking of Joynts, . 


Burning of Fleſh, Pounding in a Morter, tearing im 
pieces with Fleſh-hooks, Boiling in Oyl, Roaſting upon 
hot fiery Grid-irons : And yer all theſe, though you 
ſhould ſuperadd thereto all Diſeaſes ; fuch as the Rong 
Srone, Gour, Iliack Paſſion, Strangury, or whatever elſe 
you can name moſt Torguring to the Body, rogether 
with the moſt inhuman Cruelrties, and prodigeous Butche- 
ries ever Executed by the moſt bloody Perſecutor upon 


* Pſal. go. 11. 


+ Pſal. 78. 5. Reyel: 14. 10. 
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_ the bleſſed Martyrs of Chriſt ip any Age, from the Blood 
n 


of Righteous Abel, re rhis preſent time, would came inh- 
nirely ſhort,albeir they were all colleted into our extream- 
eſt Torment, of that Writh; rhat Horcour, that uncon- 
ceivable Anguiſh which the damned moſt inevitably fut-, 
fer every moment, without any intermiſhon of their 
Pain in helliſh Flames ! e Storm of divine Wrath, 
which in Hell, Tike a Tem of Fire. and Brimſtone 


'will beat non the Heads of the Damned, is (a) unimter- 


rupted, and continual admitting of no Vocation of Reſt 


*from that intolerable xeſtleſs Anguiſh, wherein they muſt 


be Tortured night, and day, _ without cealing for ever ! 
;Tis ſome Comfort in their Life, that all our Sor- 
rows. like an intermitting Feaver do afford us ſome 
Reſpite : But jn Hell this will break their Hearrs, rhat 
the Fit of the damneds Tormgnt will be always upon 
them ; therethey lie continually in the moſt rageful Pa- 
roxyſm of foreſt Angniſh without bope of any the leaſt 
moments reſpite for ever. © The Furnace of rhe*r Miſe- 
ry ſhall always burn without an <qual Hear, and yet the 
Heat of thatFurnace G) by the Breath of the Almighty 
like a'River of Brimſtone lowing in upon ir, ſhall be 
boyled up tothe higheſt confiſtency of ficry Rage, and 
revengful imperuous Fury ! ln Hell it is that God 
draws the revengful bearded Arrows of his Juſtice to rhe 
Head : Here he empties all the deep-drenching Vials 
of his Wrath upon the Damned, as beyond all time in 
Ererniry, ſo beyond all meaſure in moſt dolorous Heart- 
rending Extremity. The(c) Wrath of God, if kindled 
never 1o little againſt a Sinner in this Life; af bur one 
ſpark of it fall upon the Conſcience, what dreadful ha- 


* vock doth it make, rurning every Man upon whom it 


I1ghts into a living Hell, a Magor-M//a%/b, Terrour round 
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(a) Sicat enim gloria ſanflorum nunquam interrumpi cur, 
iia nic pens damnatorum, Aquin. Sup. 3. part. queſt. 
70. art. 3: 

(6) Ifaiah 3o. 33. 

(c) Pal. 2. 12. 


about ? 
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about? Who then can tell how dreadful hot and. ſcorch- 
ing God's Wrath will be, when through the of his 
enraged Diſpleaſure againſt all the Ungodly, it ſhall be 
turned into the Fire of Hell, thar will ſcorch and tor- 
ment them without quencAgEIe ever? Tf -the Fire 
which hath been given of arg Man for his Ute and 
Comfort, be ſo hot and unfufferablevin Nature, thatiir is 
ſtill reckoned for one of this moſt drea#tul. exquilire 
Torments: Whar then may-we'think of the bixe of 
Hell, which not, Man who vable to deviſe much, - nor. 
yet Angels which are ableto find&our--more, - bur Gad 
himſelf whois infinirely able co invert tbFof- all, hath 
in the largeſt compaſs of his Wiſdam ſough--out, to be 
not for uſe, bur for a Curſe ; . nor” for the Comfort of 
Man, bur for his everlaſting ;Tomenr ? Thong, 50 
nothing more painful to the Senſe than Fire; no+Fire 
more noyſome and ſcalding}'than ghar of Brimſtone : And 
yer hereby isthe Puniſhment of the» Damned" ſer. forth, 
1mporting the reſt Extremity of Wo and Miſery ima- 
ginable, that rhe y ſhall have their part in "the Lake char 
burnerh (g) with Fire and-Brimſtone, ' Whether this 
Fire (2) ought to be x properly, or Figura- 
tively, of a true corporeal Fire, oronly of ſome ad- 
ful kind, of Torment- which the Spirit of 'God (hath 
thought ro emblematize to us by that furious 
Flement -xs much controverted. The School-men, and 
Papiſts earneſtly contend to prove the Fire of Hell 
Material, as A«ſin,.. and fome other of the Fath:rs 
Dogmarized (f) Amonglt the Proteſtznts, though ſome 


would have it paitly Corporeal for the turmenting 


ms 


(a) Rev. 21. 38. 
(e) Cum corpori non poſſit adaptari yena niff corporea, ig- 
ms inferni erit corporeus, Aquin. Sup. 3. part. quelt. g7. 


art. 15. 
I 


(f) Gehenna illa quod etiam ftlagnum i3nis & ſulphuris 
diftum eft, corporeus ignis erit, & cruciabit corpora dam 
natorum. uguſt. decivir. Dei. lib. 21. 6ap. "10. 


Pag. 1633. 
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Tormenting of the Body, and partly Metaphorical for 
the Aﬀicting of rhe Soul, yer others there are thar aflerc 
it to be purely Metaphorical, ot whom the Learned Cha- 
miey tells us,(g)we are certain tha* of the Fire and Flames 
in [ell, there is nothing but what is Metaphorical, and 
that all ſuch do bur Childiſhly trifle, who judge other- 
wiſe of them. By theſe the unproportionableneſs of a 
material Fire ro the Nature of Devils, aud the Souls of 
Men, which ate purely immaterial, 15 urged, and with 
much plaulibiliry ſtood upon ; they think it nothing 
likely, that a ſpiritual Being thould become Obnoxi- 
ous to the Dint of any corporeal Puniſhment. Bur the o- 
ther with as much Facility ſeem to untie the Knor, rel- 
ling us that although corporeal Fire in the Nature of ir, 
benot proportionate toany immaterial Subſtances, ſuch 
2S are Devils, and the Souls of che Damned in Hell, nor 
able by any phyſical Power of its own to leave any af- 
fAiive Impreſſhons upon them, ver conſidered for that 
end, by the Almighty Power of tis revengeful Hand, to 
an height of tranſcendent Eiicacy beyond all Hypecbo!es ; 
ſo it can eaſily rorment a ſpiritual Being, and make the 
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(e) Nobis certum, tgni: "On fammaram in infeirna nh; ! 
eſſe, nf m ' 3P 004 C1108 © previliter tang arti, FI CUNG UE (0r+ 
pore, five metir; alis [wit imaging:i. Cham. Pautrar, 
rom. 2. lib. F5. cap, 20. Y. 47. pag. 190. Cam id: 
ft ignis paratus Di aboln, & homini6:s tmp it, ignis atom 


eorporeus wow poſit ager* in Jpiviti: : plamon j;* tgnis 
imagines (>;vituale ſmupplic:xm ad : ri. Tijen. Syntag 
part. 2. cap. 68. Hiſce Ca:T:1: nr erprotiim Tlie dotife 
mur in Ia. cap. 3J. Ver. $33. £ 2175 PF: 0:40.97 y, [rn:2 
infernmi, cum ut! diving jusÞitie ment Uniiae 
niciuum ay Anima 2,» Dbonga®! » provrfer V : 107008 1X, Veg 
y& animam Cnuctnre acti Aq. -Sup. 3. part. Q. 76 
a. 3. VRpeniiter i corporer [>rittzr co *D0r'0 1017 XTU TAN 
tur Dotferes [iper ayantunms fontentigrum deſcribmt. Com 
muns re!pin'to off, anna ille irnis in avantum 6 inri 
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ſame painful Impreſſions there, as it would upon- a cor- 
poreal Subſtance. Some other Arguments there are in- 
{iiſted upon, which becauſe I judge them concluding for 
neither ſide, I purpoſely wave; Nor ſhall I undertake 
the Decition of fo dark a Contrgeverty, raſhly, (as Auſtin 
ſaid in another cate) defining, what with the utmoſt 
reach (þ) of my ſhallow Underſtanding,I cannor compre- 
hend, as always thinking betrer to ſuſpend our Judgmenr 
mn things that are Occult, than Unchatitably to litigate 
tout Uncertainties. Whether then the Fire of Hell be 
Corporeal, or only —— 15 of no great Con- 
ſequence, as affording no hope of any the leaſt Eaſe, or 
mitigation of the Damned, rorments which way ever the 
Deciſion of the Controverſy goeth. For if it be taken 
properly for a corporeal Fire, yet there are in it thoſe 
Ingredients of fiery Rage, and Impetuoſity, which make 
itas far ſurpaſs in Degrees of Hear, and fiercenels of 
Burning our molt furious ordinary Fire, as that exceed- 
eth the Fire Painted upon the Wall. Our common cu- 
linary Fire is eaſily quenched : Bur the Fire of Hell 
1s Unextinguiſhable, ſo that chough the Damned in Hell 
ſhou!d weep a whole Ocean of Tears, yet they could 
never quench the leaſt ſpark: thereof. Our Fire con- 
ſumes the Body upon which ir ſeizeth, cauling Life to 
evaporate with its own Smoak : But the Fire of Hell, 


(hb) Temere d:finire non audeo, quod excogitare non wa- 
bee. Avg. de civit. Dei. lib. 22. cap. 2o. pag. mihi. 
738. Sed .melias eff dubitare de occultitr, quam litigare de 
mcertiys, Lamb. ex Aug. lib. 4. diſtin. 50. d. Jens 
infernalis & meſte» nimium quantum differuy,;: O& primsd 
Guidry I Krewd' ſenſa. Noſter igni; Auguſtino pifFus wvi- 


getrr, fed ilic alter Verus, ricquid lic te Wit, fabuls 
eft, joeus oft: quicqud ic paterir, meriſſmus ludus eff 


Ienium umbra funt ens noſt»i, ad illa inferorum inceudia : 
porere quar bic diygerainus delicia funt, ad ills nunquam 
defiura torminta. Cur enim non dicayius quamuis mivis 
tamen wiris modir, etiam ſpiritus incorporeus poſſe p 418 
807peraiis 1991; affigs ? Ang. de Civit. lib. 21. Cap. 10. 

though 
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though ir burn the Reprobate there, yer it never befriends 
them to far, as ro conſume them; though ir dreadfully 
rorments them, yet it will never Annihilate them. Ouc 
Fire with its burning Power can only burn Cor- 
poxeals, and make impreflion upon bodily Subſtan- 
ces : Bur tuch is the Penetrativencts of Hell Five, that 
its able ro torment a ſpirirual Being; fo that here the 
very Soul of a Man for (;) Subjetting it ſelf willingly to 
a brutiſh Senſuality, ſhall be unwillingly SabjeQted ro & 
ſentual Pain, beyond all that the Heart of Men and An- 
gels can conceive of But in caſe the Fire of Hell be 
etaphorical, yet this argues not the Puniſhment of the 
Damned, tobe one thought the lefs dreadful and terrible; 
becauſe whatever terrible things th: Holy Ghoſt makes 
ule of, whereby to repreſent unto us the Pains of the 
Damaed, they do as far come ſhort of that which is in- 
deed the Torment of the Dainned in Hell, as the Sting 
of a little Bee, comes thort of che Sting of a Scorpion, it 
not infinitely more. ' For betwixt a Finite, and an In- 
finite, a Temporal, and an ererna! Puniſhmear, a Pun- 
1{ſhment Inflited by a weak Man, and a Puniſhmenr pre- 
pared by the utmoit reach of God's Wildom, with all 
fiery torturing lagredients, and fo ſer home upon every 
Faculty of Soul, and Member of Body, by the Almigh- 
ry Power of his omaiporent revengeful Arm, there is no 
Compariſon. So that (&) though by our general Ciration, 
you thould call in all thoſe prodigeous unheard of Ways 
and Methods of Cruelty invented by the deepeſt reach of 
Policy, and moſt exquitire Malice of implacable Devils 
in Hel], andexecured upon the Fairhful Servants of God, 
by the moſt bloody and merciiels Tycants, ſuch as Ne- 


——_— 
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(i) Animas per culpam ſe corpori ſubjicit per pravam 
concupiſcentiam : ergo yuſinrm oft, ut in panam rei corporee 
Jubjici/atur per paſſiovem. Aq. Sup. 3. park. q. 79. a. 3. 

(t) Cogita koma quoſlivet mundi cuciatur, quaſque ſeculi 
panas, intende animo quoſque tormen:orum aviores, quaſ- 
cunque dolorum acerbitazes, compara hnc taum Gehenne, & 
aur lic. 
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buchadncz%ar $ hery Furn: ITC, the Propher Il aia'. 1s grating 
Saw, Lawrence's Grid-iron, the Impaling uicd tor the 
Torruriag of Chriſtians amongit the unpirying Turks, 
together with the many execrable ways of Torture In- 
ſpired by Hell it ijelf into the moſt Iakmuman Blood-thirſty 
Managors oft the Spaw/h Inquiſition : Yer in them all, 
could rhey pour out the very Dregs, and Poiſon of cheir 
rorturing Power into one C up, Y ou would not be able to 
find any Tech Gall and Bitternels, ſuch Horrour and Ex- 
quiſireneſs of Torment, as were worthy ro make ſo 
much as an Emblem, or dark Shadow ot the lealt gripe 
of Conſcience, wherewith the Sou!, or the lealt ipark 
wherewith the Body of the Damned 1 in Hell muz} be ror- 
tured for ever! Be therefore the Fire of Hell marerial, 
or only Mertaphorical ; yet you ſee it will be infi- 
nitely dreadfa! and rormenting, beyond all the Terror 
and Extremity of unſufferable Anguith which heart can 
meditate. Leaving off theretore all needicts Diſputes a- 
bour the Nature of Hell Fire, how thould we all give 
diligence to fct the Blood of Chritt as a Skreen betwixr 
our felves and the Flames thereof, endeavouring to 
quench x by the Shield of Faith, that by woful Expe- 
Tience We may never come to know what manner of tire 
it is? Ir werea dreadful uncomfortable thing, for a 
Man to lie naked upon the hard Ribs of a Grid-iron. 
But oh how much more dreadful and intollerable, for a 
poor naked Sinner to lie boiling upon the hery Grid- 
101o0f God's Wrath night and div, with ceaing for e- 
ver! If thedisjoynting of one oaly Member dorh af- 
Aitt us with one Pain, than with Patience we are able 
to undergo; Oh then how untufferable a thing will ic 
be, when the waole Soul thall be Tormened, and the 
whole Body plnnged in a Lake of Fire and Brimftone | 
There was dreadfal how ing, and hideous ourcries (no 
doubt) in S:7, and the Cities round about, when firſt 
they felt a Tempe? or fiery Wrath and Brimitone Rained 
down from God out of Heaven vpcen them : How (think 
you) did the poor ſcajdel Creatures run up and Jown 
C that Delugeof Bi an atone. -ereeking and roar; ng to! 
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the Miſery that was come upon them ? Oh, but what 
w1ll be the Gnawings of the never dying Worm, what 
the furious Hearr-rendring Retlexions of guilty Conſci- 
ences upon miſſpent Time ; what bloody Agonies of 
Soul, whar wringing of Hands, and gnafhing of Teeth 
In Hel!, beyond ail poſſtibiliry of Belict or Imagination 
ro the moit frightful-working Fancy, when a fter 
Stream of Wrath ſhall go out from the Throne of God, 
and poor damned Creatures ſhall wallow hither and thi- 
rherinche hor Fiery Lake of 7bp,5-t, withour all hope of 
End, Eaſe, or the leaſt mitigation of their Torments ! 
Oh then if you have any Reafonas Men, any Faith and 
Wiſdom of Chriſtians, any Bowels of Compaſſion to 
pity your own Souls, give diligence now to lay up for 
your ſelves a Treaſure in Heaven, and toſly from Wrath 
ro come, that you may never come imto this place of 
Torments, the Pains whereof, for the Extremity of 
them are endleſs, and paſt Imagination! Oh let nor 
all theſe Warnings be in vain, that tell you of an ap- 
proaching Storm, to drive you out of the $So.{22 of your 
ſinful Lite, that ſo Fire and Brimſtone in Hell may ne- 
ver be your Portion ! Oh ler nor the ſeeming Pkaures 
of Sinftill bewitch rhy Hz-arr, when io fure ro end_ in 
intollerable hellith Tormenrs. Remember, Sirs, Stn is 
the Flint, out of which the Fire of Hz!l is itrucken ; ms 
the Fuel whereby the Flames of Hell are everlaſtingly 
ted and nouriſhed ; *tis che Womb wherein all the Mife- 
ries of poor damned Cr:atures ace conceived ; yea, 'tis 
S:n thar isthe very Sting and Emphaſis of He!l, making, 
che Fire thereof ro rage and burn ſo firrioufly, that all 
Rheroricians in the Word have not Expreſtions compre» 
henfive enough, ro ft forth the Horror of ic! Think 
often therefore of the Hell of Sin, and by* that means, 
chrough the Grace of God, thou wilt fave thy ſelf from 
the Hell of Punithmear. 


(5) AND laſtly, confider the Eternity of Hell Tyments, 
which mevitably will ſeizs upon you in caſe you fall ſhort 
yg Heaven and Glory, and let that prevail with you to make 
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ſure of them. Now God ſets before you the recom- 
pence of Erernal Life : But in caſe you make light of 
that, to be fure Erernal Dezth, and Miſery will be your 
portion. You cannot refule an Erernal Weight of Glo- 
ry ; but vou muſt needs expole your (elves to an E- 
ternal Weight of Wraith, Whocver turn their Backs 
upon Heaven, failing thort ot that, they fall into Hell 
Irrecoverably, (a) where the Worm dieth not, and the 
Fire is never quenched. As the Fire of Hell is un- 
quenchable; fo the. Worm of Conſcience is unendable : 
Neither can the Fire of Hell be quenched, that ir ſhoull 
not for ever burn you; nor yet the Worm of Contci- 
ence, that Boſom Fury, by any means be finiſhed, rhat 
3t ſhould rot Everlaſtingly rorment you. 'Tis ſtoried 
of Caius Caligula, that having condemaed a Maleta- 
for, he would give order to the Executioner ſo to 
firike that the party might feel himſelf dying and ſut- 
fer the pains of a Jlingring Death. Thus poor ſelit- 
deſtroying Sinner will it with thee, in caſe thou make 
not ſure of Heavenly Glory : (5) Thon muſt ever be 
dying, bur never dead; ever ſeeking Death but never 
find it ; Thou ſhalt follow afrer ir, but it will ever 
fly from rhee ! As the Righteous ſhall be blefled wich 
an Eternal Sun-ſhine of Love and Glory : So the wicked 
they ſhall all be inveloped in an Everlaſting Night 
of Horrour, Wrath, and extremeſt Anguiſh. Whilſt the 
Righteous are called up into Heaven, there to be with 
the Lord fex ever: (c) The Wicked, theſe are the 
Men, theſe are the Women that muſt then be puni- 
ſhed with Everlaſting Deſtruftion from the preſence 
of God, and from the Glory of his Power ! In Hell 
the damned ſhall never be able with Agag to ſay, the 
bitterneſs of Death is over : But when for millions of 


(a) Mark g. 44. 

(5) Revel. g. 6. | 

Conſtat quod ficut finir non eft gaudio bonorwn, ita nec tore 
mento malorum. Greg. Dial. 


(c) 2 Theſl. 1. 9. 
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Ages, they have lain broyling upon the Grid-iron of 
Gold's foreſt diſpleaſure, ſtill they will find birrernels 
tro come, Wrath to come, Torment to come, Fire and 
Brimſtone to come thac will burn them wichour quench- 
ing for ever! As the People of God thall reſt with 
him in Glory for ever: So the Wicked muſt be kepr 
for ever upon the Rack of Goll's fierce indignation. 
As the S:ints Heaven, ſo the Sinners Hell hath Erer- 
nity Wiitten upon it : There is no tear of falling from 
Heavens Happineſs, nor any hupe of ever eſcaping 
the Torments of Ho!l. The Saincs Joys and the Sin- 


ners Groans, will run mp wich all Eternity : And. 


look as the Pleaſures of the one ſhall never have any 
period, ſo the Pains of the other ſhall never have any 
end. The Wicked m Hell they can neither ceaſe ro 
be, miſerable. Though now they will infiniteiy deſire 
ir, yet there is no roy of returning to that dark 
Abyſs of nothing, whence firſt chey were taken, or of 
hiding themſelves for ever (accord:ng ro the Socint an 
dotage) in the moſt abhorred State of Anuililation: Nor 
yet according to Origen's wild Opinion aay hope 
of a Goal-delivery out of that infernal Priſon, as if 
the Mercy of God hyperbolizing into a Soleiciſme of 
fooliſh Pity towards the damaed in Hell (che very 
conceit whereof borders nigh upon the Confines of. 
Blaſphemy) would at laſt after ſome few Centuries of 
Years, reſcue both Men and Devils out of the ſure 
Hands of Divige avenging ſuſtice ! (4) The infinitely 
Glorious Majeſty of God by their Sins was offended, 
which muſt needs derive an infinite guilt and deme- 
rit upon them, binding them over ro ſuffer an inf« 
nite puniſhment : Bur becauſe nv puniſhment can be 
intentively infinite in the degrees and greatneſs of it, 
as being a thing impoſſible that a finite Veſlel ſhould 
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(a) Cum peccatores peccent contra Dewum qui 4ternus eff, 
conveniens eft ut pana &terna 6's ex divina juſtitis inferatur. 
Aq. Sup. 3. part. q. 99. 2. 1. 0. 

Z 1; kc 


Ao 
3Y 


318 A Proſpett of Heavenly Glory, 


hold an inftaire Wrath, (e) that the back of a Poor ti- 
nite Creature ſhould bear an infinit Stroak ; why there- 
fore ir muſt be exrenfively infinite ; what is abared in 
greatneſs muſt be made up ia rhe Everlaſting Du: a- 
rion of rhe ſuffering, and ſo the whole penalry wil! 
always be ſuffering, but never tuffered, always will 
the - Sinner be burning, but never burnt, nor ever 
come toany end of his Torments! 'The Sinner he del- 
piſed an Eternal! Happinefs, making light of che great- 
eſt Salvation, (7 ) and therefore how juſtly doch he 
now fall] under an Eternal Miſery, whilſt everlatting 
Wrath and Damnation take ho!+ upon him > Who 
more defervediy ſhut up in Everlaſting Chains under 
Darkneſs than ſuch 2s willfully go on to negle& E-» 
ternal Manſons of Glory ? Suchis the deſperate mad- 
neſs cf wicked Men, (z) that all their Life long Hea- 
ven and Glory are negletted, and nothing bur the 
Pleaſures of Sin delighted in : So that wicked Men 
thus inning um their Erernity, no wonder though rhey 
be puniſhed in Gods Frerniry ; they finniag fo lon; 
as they had a life to live, how juſily doth God rer.- 
liate, puniſhing all their Wickedneſs and Sins upon then 
ſo long as he lives ? Becauſe the Righreous God hves 
for ever, therefore the Wicked, and the Ungodly, thy 
muſt die for ever, be damned for ever, be torment<d 


— —— 
(e) Cum non poſſi eſſe infmrt a Pena per intentionemn, q: :8 
rreatura nm «<7 capax a'/icujrs aualttatis infmite 


quod fit ſaltem auratiome infinita. Aquin ibid 


2 <4 


(f) Fafus eſt malo dignus eterno, qui hoc in' fe peremit, 
bonmum, awed efſe poſit eternem. Avguſt. de Civic. Dei 
I. 21, Cap. 12. 


(gs) Peccator punitur pans eterns, quia peccavit ſuo eter- 


», id eff, fine fine. Pic, Mirandula. Apolog. quaſt, 2. 
| for 
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for ever! (+) Their deſires of finning wer2 infinite; 
h4l chey lived for ever they would have tinned for ever : 
And how Righteous a thing is this with God, that they 
jthould have puniſhment without end. -who (hd he nor 
ſtopped them in the ſwifreſt career Of their carnal Plez- 
{ures by the unwelcome arreſi of Death) would neWr 
have put any end to their Wickednels, and horrid Re- 
be]lions againſt Heaven ? (:) There are none that go 
down ini9 Hell, but they carry their unbelteving im- 
penitent Hearts along with them : And therefore fiace 
they never break off their Sins by Repentance, endea- 
vouring to live unto God, they are bur juſtly ſhure up 
in thote fiery Chains of Wrath which will never break, 
nd in which they can never die. Repenrance is on all 
hands acknowledged a neceſſary prerequiſite of pardon, 
except by thoſe of the Antinom/an Libertiniſme : God will 
humble the Sinner and bring him upon his Knees, be. 
fore he give him a pardon. "The Hearr of every ungod- 
Iv Man muſt either be broken by Godly Sorrow from 
Sin, or elſe wanting ſuch godly Sorrow, he muſt ne- 
ver look to eſcape the Vengeance of Eternal Fire. 
Bur what hope of ſuch wholeſom, though bitter Fruic 
of Repentance, when the Tree 1s cut down, and now 
burnt irrecoverably in the Flames of Hell ? God for. 
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(-) Ad magnam juſiitiam jnd'cantis pertinet ut nunquam 
careant [upplicio, qui in hac vita nunquam Volueruus carere 
peccaro. Gregor. hb. 34. mor. cap. 2. Iniqui ideo cum fine 
delimerunt, quia cm fire wvixermm? : woluiſſent quippe ſing 
fines vivere, ut fine fr:c poturifſent in [uts iniquitatitus docs 
mmancre. Nam MAS Gpperuns peccare, quam ViVvEre. Greg. 
Dialog. 4. Cc. 44- 

(1) Peccare non deſmnit, quem in extrems fitum recedere, 
a criminibus ſola tantum facit impoſſioilites, non volunt as * qui 
enim a mals aftibus tantum morte aiſcedit, non relinquit 
ſeelera ſed relinquitur @ ſceleribus. Argue ideo tunc puts 
peccat quanas ceſſaverit, quia quantim ad aniwum necaun 
defiit, qui aahuc velit peccare ſi poſſit. Sal. ad Ecclel. 
cathol, lib. 13. 360. | 
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row for Sin is not a Flower to be gathered out of any 
of thoſe Bun4les of Tares, chat he burning in Hell. 
The hor ſcorching Fire of He!!, it will break the 
Heart of the ſtoureſt Sinner, bur never mollify it * It 
will rend the Heart with unconceivable Horror, but never 
t it down into Tears of unfeigned Repentance. 
Wicked in Hell, they will have Fire enough ro 
rorment them for their Sins, but none to refine and 
purify them from the drols of their Sins : Tears they 
will have enough to. ſhed over their Sins, becauſe of 
thar Wrath and Miſery they have now brought upon 
them ; but nor one Tear ro ſhed for their Sins as diſpica- 
ſing to an Holy God, and violative of his Righreous Wil). 
(k&) For now they are ro come to their final Eſtate, 
they have no further to crave], bur are come to their 
_ end, where Sin ſhall be aggravared into a 

rodigy of Wickedneſs, and moſt horrid Blaſphemy, 
not conquered by a ſerious Repentance, the Will being 
here Everlaſtingly obfirmed in Wickedneſs. 


* And though the Damned being now in Termino, 
where is neither place for Merit nor Demerir, (which as 
means have relation to ſome future Good or Evil, and 
muſt therefore ceaſe, their re{peftive ends once atrained) 
do no longer contraft further guilt by their bloody Cur- 
ſings, horrid Execrations and Blaſphemies againit Hea- 
ven, ſo as to expoſe themſelves, every Moment to new 
Degrees of Puniſhment, ſuch obfirmedneſs and obſtinacy 
in wickedneſs, being itſelf che very Emphaſis of their 
Miſery, and their greateſt Puniſhment : Yer that Impe- 
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(t) Dammati ctm jam de fatto ſint in Termino, ſunt in fta- 
tw immutabili, ita ut Voluntatem havent in mals perpetuo && 
immut abiliter confirmat am. Barlow. Exerrt. x. P. 19. 

* Cum meritum, & domeritum ordinentur ad aliquud tonum 
wel malum conſequendum, neque boni merebuntur, quia bona 
woluntas in eis non erit meritum, ſed premium; neque mal' de- 
werehontur, quia eorum ma's veluntas non erit demeritum, dl 
pens. Aq. Sup. 3. Parr. q. 98. art. 6. o. 
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nitence under Sin when final, ſhould leave the Ungodly 
ro an Erernity of Miſery in Hell, 1s bur equal ; that 
ſuch as would never forrow for Sin after a godly man- 
ner ſhould be eternally Damned for Sin, that ſuch as 
would never humble themſelves, nor go ro God upon 
the bended Knees of -true Repentance for a Purdy, 
ſhould for ever lie under his ireful frowns, 1s bur equ 

Here the Lord is upon a-Treaty with us ho!ding out the 
go!den Scepter of his Grace : Bur becauſe in Hell this 
Treaty will be over, and Repenrance our cf dare, there 
15 therefore no further poſſibility chat tke Damned ſhouJd 
ever eſcape the Vengeance of erernal Fiie. Fools then, 
or mad Men ſhall | call chem who hearing tell dayly 
bow untufferable for extremity, how unſupportable for 
Erernity Hell Tormenrs are, do yet willingly ro enjoy 
the momentary Pleaſures of Sin, deprive themſelves of 
that eternal hyperbolical weight of Glory, plunging 
themſelves Body and Soul in eternal remedileſs 'Tor- 
rures * Whar, thall not the thought of eternal Deſtru- 
&tion from the prelence of God makes you afraid, cau- 
ſing you to fly by Repentance from the Wrath to come ? 
t Who can dwell with everlaſting Burnings * or ſtand 
{corching (ro give you the original) in the hot fiery 
Hearths of Erernity ? There is not (Sinner! ) any con- 
dition of Miſery ſo dreadful and intolerable, as that 
which is unalterable: So that your Miſery under the 
Wrath and ignifluous diſpleaſure of God in Hell being 
endlets, it muſt needs be eafleſs. To a Woman in Tra- 
vail, now ſcrieching and crying out for the griping 
throws, and grievous Pangs now come upon her, 'tis 
no ſmall Comfort to think that being once delivered, 
they will all have an» end : Bur Wo and alaſs poor 
ſelfdeſtroying Sinners, there is no ſuch ground of 
Comfort as this in Hell, where all thoſe Ma woful 
end is to be damned, ſhall have Fice and Brimſtone, 


4 Iſa. 33. 14. 


4 : 
C=_S2MD TID Fo: eternitati : TPV) enim & ignem, &f 
locum ubi accenditur ignis, ſecundum Pagninum, ſignificat. 
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unſparing Wrath and Damnation withour end ! Think 
not poor brutiſh Senſual:ſt, chat che dark Night. of 
ſuffering, will be as ſhort as the day of thy Sinning : 
or that thy future Miteries in Hel! wi '1 as loon pats 
awav, as thy preſent carnal Pleaſures! The del 19ht and 
'S/: of Sin is ſhort: Bur the Puniſhment and Tor- 


ment that will follow after, is Erernal ! When Sinner, 
thou haft lain as many Millions of Ages in Hc 
burning like a Fire-brand upon the CGrid-iroh of God's 
fierceſt Wrath, as there be Sands upon the Sea-ſhorc 
ren thoutand times ro!d : Yer fhil an Ererniry of ſuf- 
tering will be tuture (if a!) tururity there be not {wal- 
wed up in one infinite Moment of Pain) rhat will 
never be overcome. norgever come to end ! Were rhe 
damned 1a Hel] ro expiare theic Sins with a whole 
Ocean ot Tears, and yet bur every rhouſand Year to 
ſbed a Tear, rhis would afford un!peakab!e Comfort 
and make them think themſelves the mot happy Men 
in the World, if then there might be an end of 
their Torment: Oh but what an He'l will this be in 
their Conſciences, , whar a Fire in their Bones, and 
what a Dagger m their Hearts, ro think that when they 
have been burning as many Millions of Years in the 
Inferna] Flames, as there are Drops of Water in the 
vaſt Ocean, yer now they are not one moment near- 
er coming out from that Place of Torment, than the very 
firſt minute that they were thrown down irrecoverably 
into it! For here the Worm never dieth, the Fire 
never goeth our; the Storm is never blown over, bur 
an Everlaſting Night of Darkneſs 1s determined upon 
them : So that though they ſhouid defire De: 2rh as a 
Paradiſe, vet it wi!l fly from them, Fire wil! burn 
chem, Devils inſu! 'r over them, and the "belle of 
Hell rorment them without quenching for ever ! Oh 
dreadful condition, and never to be thought upon bur 
with fear and crembling ! For a Man to be milerable, 
and that Eternally ; be ſhut up in Chains of Dark- 
neſs, and that Eternally ; have his portion with Hypo- 
crites in the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim- 


None, and all this Eternally ; how doleful and uniuffe- 
rable 
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rable would this be? And yer thus it 1s, and thus it 
will be with all the ungodly ; their Repentance for 
Sin never hada beginning, and therefore the Wrath, 
the Horrour, the Heart-rendirog Torments of Hell, 
ſhall never have any end 7 Oh boundlets Eternity ! Oh 
Erernity not to be melted by any ſpaces of Time ! 
Oh Eternity not to be comprehended by any humage 
Intelle& ! How infinitely beyond all Hyperbole of ima- 
gination doth it aggravate the 'Torments of the dam- 
ned in Hell! Grievous are the Torments of Hell tor 
extremity ; more grievous for the ſad varicty of them ; 
but moſt grievous of all for their unfathomed Erernity ! 
For what more muerable than for a poor Creature 
ro beſo extreamly rortured, that he cannot live, and 
yer fo ſtrangely wretched that he cannot die > What will 
ir profic thee (Oh Man!) that in this Life thou haſt had 
thy Pleaſures, when in Hell there will be nothing re- 
maining of them but Eternal Pain to torment thee ? 
Should nor an Ercrnity.of Helliſh I ormenrs following 
afrer, make thee fly tom all the foregoing Pleaſures 
of Sin, which are but for a ſeaſon? What meaneſt 
thou poor fond Sinner! canſt thou burn for ever ! be 
damned for ever ! undergo the Frowns of God for 
ever ! or canſt thou endure for ever an Erernal Ago- 
ny of Helliſh Horrour ! (a) Fly Man, if thou love 
thy Sou!, theſe intolerable endleis Tortures, where nei- 
ther the Tormenters will fail, nor the tormented die; 
where there is D ath without Lite, and theſe Torments, 
where in Death irfelf that purs an end to a\ other 
Sorrows, can yield no Succour ! Qh what Agonies 
and Horrours will invade, .and tear in pieces the wo- 
ful Hearts of wicked Men, when they muſt be burning 
in Fire and Brimſtone kept in higheſt Flame by the 
1gnivomous Breath of the Almighry,Wor!d withour end ? 
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(1) Fuge frater illa tormenta, wbi nee torteres deoficiunt, ues 
rorti moriumtur; quibus (ine fine mors ef, non poſſe in cruciati- 
bu; mari. Auguſt. de Catechiz. Rud. cap. 25. pag. mi- 
hi 56. 
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Berrer werz it for a Man to endure the ſharpeſt and 
moſt exquiſitely rormenting of all bodily Torrures in 
this World for a thoutand Years together, wichourt any 
Heart to pity him, or any Hand to tuccour him, 
than ro lie under the Wrath of God, enduring rhe 
pains of the Damned in Hell the leaſt moment : Oh 
then conſider this all you that forger God, how will 
you be able to he under the Frowns of God for &- 
ver, to endure the ftercenets of his Wrath everlaſtingly, 
and to ſuffer through all Ererniry the pains of Hell, 
without any hope of end or mitigation! Think then 
Sinners many ſad and ferious x Feng about your 
Erernal Condition ! What proviſion you have made for 
Erernity ! What Comforre your immortal Soul will meet 
with at the Threſhold of Erernity ! What Harbour you 
will put into when lanching forth in the vaſt Ocean 
of Erernity whereby ro theiter your ſelves from the 
hideous Storms of God's Erernal diſpleaſure! Who 
knows how ſoon (Sinners!) you, may drop into Eter- 
nity, how ſoon you may be ſwallowed up of an E- 
verlaſting Condition, how ſoon you may take poſſeſſion 
of that eſtate in another World, which ſhall be for 
ever, and from whence there is no returning ! Why 
then will you ſtill make light of heavenly Glory, when 
in caſe you fall ſhort of that, an Eternity of Wrath, 
Miſery and unſufferable Torments in Hell muſt be 
your portion? Oh what deſperate folly hath poſſeſſed 
the Hearts of all graceleſs Sinners, who never ſeek an 
intereſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, but run head- 
long without Fear upon Eternal Burnings in Hell, as 
it were to a Banquet ! Is this your Wiſdom to deſpiſe 
Canaan and die in the Wilderneſs,- ro fer light by 
Heaven, and then drop into Hell irrecoverably 7 ls it 
your Wiſdom to fin a while, and be damned for ever ? 
Oh what Worlds would you give for Heaven when 
ſhut up in Hell! What Worlds for a Day of Grace, 
when Eternal Wrath is determined upon you! What 
Worlds for the leaſt hope of erernal Glory,when puniſhed 
with everlaſting Deſtrutioa from the preſence of God 
and from the Glory of his Power! How dreadful will 
be 
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be the Condicion of all ſuch as fall ſhort of the 
Recompence of eternal Life, I have ſhewed with all 
Faithfulneſs: And now (dear Friends) 1 would beg 
of you, as ever you defire Comfort, "__ or dying, 
as ever you would efcape everlaſting Tormentrs in 
Hell, or be called up into eternal Communion with 
God in Heaven, that you give all poſſible diligence 
to nfake ſure of that glorious Reward! Oh fer a 
bout this Work preſently, without delay, fer about 
it in geod earneſt, without rrifling, fer about it in 
a right manner, and do ut _ ly, that you mif- 
carry not, and that by the due Obſervation of rheſe 
enſuing Particulars ! 


CHAP. XIL. 


Direftfeth how to pet an Intereſt in hea- 
venly Glory, and to have it as our etere 
nal Reward, in 10 Particulars, which, 
may be as ſo many Rounds in Jacob's 
Laader, for the Soul to climb up into 
Heaven by. 


r, j ABOUR to be truly ſenſible of, and to get your 
Hearts wery deeply affefied with _ Sorrow far 


all your Sins. Humiliation, like John the Baptiſt, ha- 
ving prepared the way of Chrift before him : Now 
he rakes the Sinner by the land, (a) and puts him in 
Poſſeſſion of that Joy, which no Man can take from him. 
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The King of Perfia's Preſence might nor be approached 
of any Man in Sackcloth and Mourning : | But the way 
to approach the bliſsful Preſence of God in Glory, is firit 
to be covered all over with the Sackcloth of godly Sor- 
row, as with-a Garment. A Generation of Men thers 
is, who not able to bear the wholſome Severities of Chri- 
ſtianiry, do declaim againſt the Do&rin of Repentance, 
as Legal, and inconſiſtent with the Goſpel-diſpenſation : 
Bur believe it Chriſtians, ſuch as thus make ir their bu- 
fineſs to cry down the Praftice of Repentance as an un- 
evangelical Work, by making you to negle& the Seed- 
time of godly Sorrow, they would ſpoil you of that Har- 
veſt of Joy, that full Crop of eternal Glory which fol- 
Jows after. For this obſcrve I beleech you, as God's 
uſuz] Merhod with loſt Sinners, that firſt he humbles, be- 
fore he Exalteth them ; firſt he gives them the Spirit of 
Bondage, to fear, betore he gives them the Spirit of 
Adoption ; firſt, he fills them with the Terrours of 
Mount Sinai, betore he refreſheth (5) them with Mount 
Sion's Comforts ; firſt, he brings them ro mourn bitterly 
for Sin, before he pours out upon rhem Oyl of Gladneſs : 
firſt, in a word, be puts into them the Spirit of Heavi- 
neſs, before ever he will Clearhthem with the Garments 
ofeternal Salvation ! So that here we muſt mourn and 
humble our Souls for Sin, would we ever come lafe to 
Heaven, rejoycing with Joy unſpeakable, and full oi 
Glory. And truly whatever ſome ſay to the contrary, 
we may as well expet a Crop withour Seed, as torcap 
the Reward of eternal Glory without Sowing in Tear: 
There muſt firſt a Shower of penitential Tears tall from 
our Eyes, before ever the Sun-ſhine of true Happineſs in the 
Kingdom of Heaven will break forth upon us. Repen- 
tance is ſo neceſlary a Duty, (c) that no Man could ever 
yet get ro Heaven, nor eſcape Hell without it. Sia muſt 
and will have Sorrow, either on Earth, or in Hell; ci- 
ther in this World ro your Comfort, or in the next '@ 
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(5) Harah Gr. 3. 
(c) Luke 13. 3,5. 
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of Bur (/) through this Valley of Tears you will come at 
£ length to the Paradiſe of God, where inftead of the bir- 
2 ter” Waters of Marah, your Souls ſhall be farisfied with 
wy the new Wine of eternal Conſolation. when the Cloud 
I: that hid che Sun from us, is once diflolved into a Shower, 
S then it ſhines out gloriouſly : Thus when the Cloud of 
' your Sins, that now hides from you the- Light of God's 
l Countenance, diflolves _— a Shower of Tears, 
Y then will you find the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhining aur 


upon you with the brighteſt beams of Love 
. Shall I then prevail with you . to :become 
ritual Seeds-men (m)now ſowing in Tears to the Spirit, 


that of the Spirit you may reap. Life everlaſting. Oh 
negle& notl beſecch you this gre Salvation, ive 
not your ſelves through the hardneſs and impenizency 


of your own Hearts, of that fulneſs of Joy, and eternal 


aſt 

ys £ 
N- 

» 

3, 

X Happineſs, which the Lord hath provided for all thar are 
n 

Jr 

d 

d 

f 

f 

[- 

h 

e 

'y 


Mourners in Sioz ! What though godly Sorrow be diſ- 
leaſing to Fleſh and Blood, and Repentance bitter : 
tu) Yet who for that fulneſs of Joy, and thoſe Pleg- 
ſures that are at God's right Hand for evermore, -wou 
nor gladly undergo ir * Poflibly you think its a tedions 
rhiag to affli&t your Souls for Sin, rurning your La 
ter into Mourning, and your Joy into Heavineſs : Oh 
but remember that Crown, that Kingdom, that eternal 
weight of Glory to which your Repentance leads, will 
abundantly make amends for all your Sorrow! By a few. 
hearty Sighs, 2nd Groans, and "Tears you may get to Hea- 


p. ven: And oh how ſad would ir be, if for want of thife 
. | you ſhould fall into Hell irrecoverably, and be rormeat- 
' LASESET. by 
(1) Hes te peccatorum flaTibut merſum prolcvabit, &f in 
porrums divine cdlementiae protelabit. ertul, de Pzni- 
tent. Cap. 4. p:gs mihi. 166. 
(m) Gal: 6. 8. 


(n) Plal. 16. rr 
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ed forever! A(s) Man breaking off his Sins by true Re- 
pentance, 15 looked ypon, and Crowned with eternal 
Glory, & if hehad never ſinned ! Bur the leaſt Sin Un- 
repenred of, will be fure to plunge the Sout in remedi- 
leis intolerable Miſery. 


. - 

(2) B: fe tat you quit your owe Righte uſneſs, gi Ving 
gil:7once to fee the Inſufficcency of it to Life and Saivation. 
Such is the Corruption of our Nature, that thoughr the 
Covepant of W8&rks be violated, and the Condition 
thereof unperformable to Man Japfed :- Yet ſti]] we 
would Trade for Hegven in a'way of working, building 


our Hopefor ererngfLife upon the {ſandy Foundation of 


a Self-opiniative Righteouſneſs. If at any time Men are 
ſtarcled by the powerful Impreſtions of a SouFſearching 
Miniftry, and begin to feel rhe Sting of Sin in their 
Conſciences; you may preſently ſee them have recourſe, 
notto Chiiſt, but ro Aves; not' to the Righreoutnets 
which is of God by Faith, burro the Righteouſnets 
whith is of the Law, placing their whole Athance in the 
ſuppoſed Worth, and Merit of their own good Works, 
as if theſe could ſave them. Burt know you muſt, that 
thoſe who pur Confidence in their own Righteontnets, 
will as ſurely fall ſhorr of Heaven and Glory, as thoſe 
who make no Conſcience of Righteouſneſs at all. Cool 
Works, when reſted in, and made the Matter of cur 
juſtifcarion before Cod, are as infallibly Damning, as 
evil Works, when never Repentcd of (p) For as mar, 
as be of rhe Works of rhe Law, (rrvfting ia, and expeci- 
ing Salvation by rhem) are under the Curſe. The La at 


frf was an caſie way to Righteouſneſs, ana from thence 19 Sal- 

ation: But now every [5 there HRS AS iow as He<;). 
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ſorver a Man ftirr, , he finds nothing but Death before him : 
One Man's way , by the Givility of his Edrcation, the Ingenu- 
ity of his Diſpeſition, the Engagement of other ends or Rela- 
rions, may ſeem more"|moo!h aza plauſible than anoaþers, but 
by Nature they all rum into Hell, as all Riverr, though never 
/o different in other Circumf ances, run inte the See. And the 
Reajon of allthis, rhe Apoſtle hath {ubjoyped yn the fo!- 
towing words,” taken from that everlaitiog Inability that 
we lieunder, to fulfil all Righreouſacſs, which the Law 
i1 its utmoſt - rigor. and latitnde doth zequire at our 
Hands, as pronouncing all thoſe Accuſed that cantinue 
aot in all-chings which are writren in the Bookdf rhe 
Law (q) to do them. So then ghough Sin and Death 
go rogether, as Work and Wag yer eternal Life 
muſt never be expetted as the Purciile of our own good 
Works, but as the free Gift of God in Chriſt: Jeſhs. 
The Ways of Sin (r) is Death, ſaith the Apoſtle: 
Burt the Gift of God (faith he purpoſely, changing 
the manner of his Speech) is eternal Litz. Say chere- 
fore the Papiſts whar they will of their Merit of 
Condignity, proportionate in worth and exceliency to 
eternal Glory : ' Yet would you not for ever be ſhut 
out of Heaven, and fall ſhort of Glory, you muſt 
Renounce all: Opinicn of your own Merit, Jaying 
hold-on eternal Life, as. the free Cir of God. For 
can we rationally think that our 1mperfett Obedi- 
ence ſhould juſtly deſerve with God the Reward of 
eternal. Glory * Do we fail coming ſtort in every 
Dury, and ſhall we yer look for Heaven, and. not 
of Debr, and nor oft Mercy * If the (:} Suffer- 
ings of this preſent Life are not worthy to be come 
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pared with the (s) Glory that ſha}l be' revealed in us, 
what little reaſon can we have te think by any inferior 
aQ of Ohgdience to merit ſuch a far more.exceeding and 
erernal weight of Glory.. (5) The Reward of eternal 
Life is the gifr of God, and therefore ' not to be ſoughr 
by Works of Righteouſneſs, as infinitely exceeding in 

orth and Dignity all our performances how glorious 
ſoever. . Miltnterprer me not, as if 1 were declaiming 
againſt the neceſliry of inherent Righteouſneſs, when in- 
deed the meritotiquineſs ant condigniry thereof propor- 
rionate vo eternal Life is all that we here deny. We do 
not cry down Obedience and good Works; as they ſtand 
in ſubordination to #- and are the genuine Fruits 
of SanQikcation, as ry of the Romiſh FaRion have ma< 
licioufl:- traduced the Reformation : But only as they 
ſtand in oppoſition to the free Grace of God in our Ju- 
ſtification, and are made by Pharifaical felf-juſtiriaries 
the Foundation wherenpon to bottom their hopes for 
erernal Life. We of the Church of England do main- 
tain the neceſſity of | good Works, prefling earneſt- 
ly to the prattiſe of them as antecedaneous ro Life 
Erernal , without which no Man can be ſaved: 
But that wherein- we difſenr from the Church of 
Rome is ebout the cauſality of good Words; with 
Whom we dare not affirm, (a) bur deny them to be 
meritorious of Eternal Life, as if a Man ſhould be fa- 
ved for them. We do allow them with Bernard to be 
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his own bottomy as well: a$- If S1nne: 

are notoriouſly 10 famous? for- all>Hanner of. abamina- 
ble impieries, willfall ſhoxtof Heavery / Whe thinks 
ro find Life in his own' Rightegouſne(s and Glory in 
his own Graces, ' will be funk through ſuch carnal Con- 
ndence-to loſe Lifeand . E + Glory- for ever! Oh 
then let not- any Man-berfound "oloathed in this own 
Righreauſneſs that wanld ever. be cloathed ypon with 
the Garments.of Salvation! For Men , to. deſpair in 
themſelves, counting all thew Ri uſneſs but loſs for 


the excellency of ;> This is the beſt way. to ob- 
tain the reward Glory in. the-Kingdom of 
Heaven. He that - cries out as a Man loſt and 


undone in-himſelf,umill hereafter be -found-in,Chriſt to 
the| ſaving of his Soul; Never did any Man yet gar 
ro Heeroghy truſting inhis own Righteouſne(s: Nor 
ſhall any Mani fall thorrof Heaven who renuncing 
his own; RighteouſneG-rruſteth wholly ro the Mercy of 
Gn Chriſt Joſs. _ we he A 

3) GE T renewed' Natures mating jure 6. principle of 
Grace within. (b) A Wicked Man '1n bis unregeaeracy, 
1s no- more-capable. of van'intereſt. an this Alagious 
Reward, than a dead Man is capable of being. made 
rhe Monarch of the whole Univerſe. The Tree muft 
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{Fruit'to Eternal Lite. 
A Man muſt” firſts» be born 4ynto the World, before he 
can have any II prmane confer- 
red upon 'ham in»ch&- World! ::Thus.a Man. alſo muſt 
firſt be born {2840 from Heaven by the Holy Ghoſt, 
before ever he can Hos raewey xy 62 fullenjoyment 
of Life and -Eternal»Glory-in 'the Kingdom of God. 
(c) For” except a be: born again from | above 
(faith - Chriſt) che wc ſee: the Kingdom of God. 
(4) A Man muſt a'Member of the Church mi- 
lirant- on Earth by SinCtification, ' before he can poſſibly 
be made a Memberoof the Church trmumphanr in Heaven, 
by erernal glorification. (e)-;FThe Grace.of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus "is alone. which -muſt Crown us with Glo- 
ry, if ever we have ir »And yet know you muſt, that 
ths Grace of God itſelf will never reign but through 
Righreonſneſs unto” Eternal Life. The d Reward 
of a Chriſtian /is«the beatifital Vigon of God in Glory : 
Bur becauſe he is an infinitely puresand holy God,( f why 
therefore without Holineſs you muſt never look to ſee 
him as your. Happineſs and; Reward. What ſhould 
they do with . an. Holy God who are \nor themſelves 
fanQified ? Or how-tan+they /behold with Comfort 
the Holy ore of | frach, whe have not a pure Eye, 
bur are all over polluted and ſtained with Sin ? oe 
ver think to be a Veſſel of Glory; if firſt thou be not 
ſeaſoned throughout in Body; Soul, and Spirit with re- 
newing Grace: But ob how long thall theſe things be 
Paradoxes and hidden Myſteries amongſt you ! Where 
is ' the Man in 'our- Congregations-that knows by his 
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own \experience what it is to be made 2 new Crearure, 
ro be born of rhe Spirit from above, ro have his Heart 
waſhed in rhe Laver of Regeneration from all unclcageſs, 
and (in-a Word) to be gaiſed by the Almughty irre- 
ſiſtable power of God, from the Death of 'Sin to rhe 
Life of Grace ! Are not moſt Men pleaſing themſelves 
wirh exrernal perforniances, making their Prayers, their 
Alms, their good Works, a fufficient Qualihcation for 
Heaven, whilſt they never think of gerting ſanRtified 
Hearts, and renewed Natures? (g) Oh that all ſuch 
amongſt you would now conſider, hovs impoſſible ir 
is for any Man to obtain the Reward of Eternal Glory, 
nor being firſt born again from. above, and made a new 
Creature ! Poor ſelf deſtroying Sinners, if here you be- 
come not Men of a pure Hearr, yon muſt never ſee 
the Face of God in the 'Kingdom of Heaven, bur the 
Furnace of Hell is heating for you, and a Night of 
Erernal Darkneſs, abides inthe World ro come ! 
And is it nothing {do you think) ro be ſhue our of 
Heaven, and to” fallinto Hell irrecoverably ? Is it*no- 
thing to miſs of Erernal Life, and for. ever. to loſe the 
Reward of Erernal Glory, that you . can live and die'ſo 
well ſatisfied ina canal mere Condition ? True 
it is while we'are in this World living- by ſenſe, little 
do we conceive what it is to be ſaved ro fit down 
with Abrabam, and Iſaaxc, and' Jaceb, and all the Pro- 
«phers in the 'Kingdam of God, whar it 1s- rohave full 
and Everlaſting Communion with God in Glory ; nor 
can we {o prize theſe things now as we ought ro do : 
Oh but we ſhall come ro breath ont our Souls into 
Erernity, and muſt ſtand trembling at God's Tribu- 
nal tro receive our everlaſting doom, then- tobe ſure 
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Life, Happineſs, and Eternal Glory will be in requeſt ! 
Oh. then that in ſuch Day when all the World can- 


not comfort you, Life may your and” Salvation 
yours, and the full enjoym od in Heaven yours, 
pi diligence now to have 


the Truth and "Life of 

race in your inward Parts,, endeavouring to find a 
through ſanQifying Change wrought upon you. Re- 
member if you die in a carnal Condition you are un- 
done for ever, damned for ever: But if 'fanRtified 
through the Spirirand made new Creatures, the Reward 
of Eternal Clory ſhall be your Portion ! 


(4) Lry hold wpon Jeſus Chrift by @ lively Faith, above all 
things [aboxring to get an interef# mm him. Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed by his own Death the reward of Eternal Life : 
But its not for all promiſcuouſly whether good or bad, 
bur only for thoſe that by Faith receive him, making 
him their Saviour. ThougWChriſt were"as univerſal a 
cauſe of Salvation as the &*inians dogmarize: Yer rill 
by Faith you 'embrace him, as wil to receive him 
in all his Offices, 'as a Prophet to'i and.reach you, 
as a Prieſt to. wntercede and die for'you, asa King to' 
command, ſanhifie, and govern ans... fure he will 
never profit yow to Life; and 10n.. * He thar = 
the Son hath'Life ; but he” that hath not the Son hath” 
no Life. Both the Life of Grace, and the Life of Glory 
come -in by Chriſt ; he: alone. is the Tree-from whence, 
you may gather this Fruit of Paradiſe : And therefore of 
neceflity you muſt cloſe with Chriſt, would you either 
have the Life of Grace ro make you holy, or the Life 
of eternal Glory to make you happy. Salvation for 
loſt Sinners could no otherwiſe be purchaſed, bur by 
the precious Blood of the Lord Jeſus : And though now 
the purchaſe be thus made, yer the Blood-of Chriſt @an- 
not fave you, unleſs. you receive him to dwell in your 
Heafts by Faith» *Cotimunion is never to be found, bur 
where firſt fome kind-of nnion went before to uſher it 
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in. - So that though Chriſt came into the World re re- 
pair. our. loſt condition, to cleanſe us from all unrigh= 
reouſneſs; to deliver our Souls from the Wrath to come, 
and to make us meet by gfis' Spirit working mm os, for 
the full enjoyment of God-in* Glory : Yer if firſt we 
be nggwunited to Chriſt, we” can never have the Happi« Þ 
nels of Communion with him-in theſe and the like 
glorious Priviledgess. bur notwithſtanding the Blood, 
rhe Death,the Sufferings of Chriſt, muſt for ever fall ſhore 
of Erernal- Glory: w-dreadtu] then is the condition 
of every Chriſtieſs Sinner! There is an All-ſuthciency 
of Merit in Chriſt, but it ſhall never procure their Par- 
don. There 1s a redyndancy of Grace in Chriſt. Bur 
it ſhall never ſanftify, nor make them holy. There 
is a Soveraignity in the Blood of Chriſt, bur ir ſhall 
never cleanſe their Souls from Sin. (a) There is an 
indeficient Fountain of Life in Chriſt : Bur refuſing 
him, they no inevitably tic the Death, and ſuffer 
» the Vengeance of Erernal Fire! You then that would 
nat for ever thus dreadfully miſcarry and come ſhort y. 
of God's Kingdoni and Glory, oh ſee that you now 
ſire diligence xo cloſe with Chriſt, making him your 
iſdom to dire& you, your Righteouinels to juſtify your 
Perſons, your SanQtification ro prepare you for Glory; 
and your Redemption to free \ your Souls from, the 
Wrath to come! (6) His Merit is beyond all your Mi- 
ſery, his Pardons are more than all your Debts; his 
Power to ſuccour is infinite, and therefore it can ne- 


F 


— — 
— — _ 


(i) Et vere malorum profunditas necat, ff quos deſperatiq 
ingdulgentie deteflanda cords obduratione prejugiciat. Fel» 
gent. epiſt. ad Venant. pag. 560: 1 Cor. 

(k) Dens etenim noft.r fic oft miſericors, &* bonus,” fiens + 
infinitus, & invittus : proinde bonitas isfuitti non vincitur Of 
infiniti miſcricordia non finitur. ldem. Qualecungue fit 
peccatum 4 Deo quidem pateſ® remitti comverſo : ſed Hef 
remitti non ſinit, qui deſperanao, contre [e indulgentie oftium 
clanſerit. Fulgent. pag. 562. i 
ver "YN 
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ver be non-pluſt® by ary thing but an Evil Hearr of 
unbelief. Have Faith in Chriſt and though rhe uni- 
verſa! Guilt. of all Mens Sins in the World lay upon 
you, yet they could never damn you: Bur want Faith 
refuſing ro accept of Chriſt &pon Goſpel Terms and 
Heaven itſelf cannot ſave you. Every Sin hath ſuch 
infinire evil and malignity bound up in it, that cf ir- 
ſelf ir deſerves Damnation: Bur yer no Sin dorh a&u- 
-ally expoſe the Soul thereto, withour Infidelity. Were 
there bur one Soveraign medicine againft ſome mor- 
tal Diſesſe in all the World, ſurely his caſe muſt needs 
be deſperare, who labaring under this Mortal Diſtemper, 
ſhould refuſe that Soverarign, Remedy : Such is the cafe 
of every unheliever, who refuſing the Redemprion pur- 
chaſyd by Chriſt, and making hghr of to great Salva- 
rion, can never efc2pe the Damnariorw of Hell, nor the 
Wrath of God, nor the Vengeance of Eternal! Fire ! 
(!) For there 1s no other Name under Heaven given 
amongſt Men, by which we muſt be ſaved. Out of 
a render care therefore .of your own Souls, make ſure 
of Chriſt, and do nor dare to live a Moment longer with- 
out an intereſt in him. Chriſt alone is the Way 
which leads ro Thfe; and rherefore not believing 
in him , not emlfacing of him, nor-accepting ot 
him as your Saviour. You walk every 'moment 
on the frontiers of Hell, not knowing how ſoon vou 
may drop irrecoverably into thar Place of Torment: '! 
Why then will you not come to Chriſt applying his 
Righreouſneſs to your ſelveg by Faith, that you may 
have Life, obtain Mercy, and be crowned with an þ- 
rernity of heavenly Glory. Oh little do you know the 
Happinefs of a Soul believing in Chrit for remiſſion 
of Sins andy for Life everlaſting! His Faith gives him 
an intereſt in that Chriſt, who hath Life, Heaven and 
Frernal Glory following after him, ſo that Faich lone 
doth more for him than all other Graces beſides ; for tho 


4 


Pe Er Ce IIETOES 


(1) AQ. 4. 12. 


Faith 


. For the Comfort of Ston's Mourners. 339 


Faith in the Subſtance of it conſidered as an inherent 
Qualiry, hath no fingular excellency above orhfer Gra- 
ces : Yer as it is receprive of Chriſt, and an Inſtrument 
appointed of God for thy applying of his Righteouſneſs 
to our- Souls, whereof no other Grace is any more capa- 
ble than the Eye of receiving food to nouriſh the Body, 
ſo 'tis the moſt precious and uſcful of all others. What 
the Eye was to an 1ſ-aclite When ſtung in the Wilder- 
nels, thar Faith alone is to us when mortally wound- 
ed with the _i1ting of Sin. Ir was not a quick Ear, 
nor a ftrong Arm, nor an ative Hand, nor an eloquent 
Tongue, that could heal him, bur only an Eye, Jook- 
ing up to the brazen Serpent : Thus 'tis not Know- 
ledge though Angelical, nor Sorrow for Sin how affli- 
Qing, loever nor «any Religious Performances how many 
and. glorious ſoever, that can help us, but only Faith 
ig, the Lord; Jeſus, (e) through whom we thall neyer 
periſh but have Eternal - Life. Oh then. what encou- 
ragement may this afford to all ſuch as lie bleeding 
and groaning under the Senſe of their own Sinfulneſs ! 
Wharever. your wounds be the Blood of Chriſt applied 
by Faith can heal them. Whateyer your Sorrbws be, 
che Spirit of Chriſt can abundant! comfort you. What 
ever your Fears of Wrath and HA! be, the Redemption 
purchaſed by Chriſt can remove them all. Whatever 
your , unworthinefs be, yer being cloathed upon through 
Faith wich the Garmeart of Chriits Righteouſnefs, you 
are ſure ro obtain the Blgſſing of Life, Glory, and un- 
conceivable Happineſs in the Kingdom of God ! If then 
you deſire when your Souls ſhall be diſlodged from 
theſe Tabernacles of Clay, to have them received into 
everſaſting Habitarions, do not, oh do not. any Jonger 
refuſe, but now ſee that you cloſe by Faith with a: 
precious Chriſt ! There is not a Soul of. you I am fare, 
that is willing to go to Hell and be damned for ever : 
(/) Believe therefore in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and fo 
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eſcapitig the Wrath; the Flames, the Damnation of 
Hell, you are ſure to be ſaved with an Everlaſting 
Salvation:Remember Jeſus Chriſt in that bleſſed Zzer unto 
whom tetiring by Faith unfeigned, thy Soul ſhall live, 
and be crowned with fulneſf of Joy, when Fire and 
Brimſtone, Storfn, and Tempeſt. Wrath and Hell, ſhall 
be rained from Heaven, upon the whole World of 
the Ungodly ! 


(5s) BE ſure that you make an univerſal Reſignation of 
your ſelves to the Lond Yeſns, devoting yourſelves wholly bath 
Sax!" and Body, and. all that you are to the ſervice of Chrift. 
That Faith which is faving' hath two Hands, the one 
© receive Chriſt, and the other to give up the Soul 
to the obedience of Chriſt. "Twill not ſuffice "a us 
v__y to rely upon Chrift, that he may fave us ? if 
our 


aith be of the right Stamp, a Living and not a 

Dead Faith, (g) it will make't cleave unto Chriſt yh 
full purpoſe of Heart, (4) that we may ſerve himin | 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our Days. We muſt - 
here live ro Chriſt by fincere obedience, would we e- 
ver® live with Chriſt in Glory'as our Erernal Recom- 
pence. Give Dilig&pce then, that as Chriſt is yours, 
you alſo may be Mhriſts.. You muſt look as 'well ar 
Ht commanding Duty, as promifing the Reward 
thereof, Would youever have Chriſtlooking after you 
to Crown you with Erernal G!ory. © In vain ſhall you 
expe& the Dignities and Priviledges that come by Chriſt, 
fo long as you refuſe to Wrform the Homage and 
Services*that are due ro Chriſt. Oh therefore beware 
leſt there be any emongſt you that fall ſhort of Erer- 
nal Life by building their Hopes for ir, upon a partial 
accepting'of Chriſt. If you take not Chriſt far your Sove. 
raign 'to obey” and ſerve him, he will never be your 
Saviour to redeem and crown your Souls with eternaIGlo- 
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ry. (9) Your Faith is dead and will never fave you, if it 
make you not live unto Chriſt, who is never the Author 
of eternal Salvationto any but ſuch as obey him. Though 
we muſt be ſaved by Faith in Chriſt, nor by ,Works : 
Yer that Faith will never ſave us, -which doth notſet us 
about working for Chriſt. (#) The Office of true Faith, 
3s. to bottom us upon Jeſus Chriſt for Life and Salvation: 
Bur the Property of true Faith, is to make us work our 
our own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. And to be 
ſure, -that Faith is always falſe-hearted, which is not dou- 
ble-handed : That Faith will betray the Soul co erernal 
DeſtruQion, which hath nor one Hand to receive Chriſt, 
and another to give back the Soul to Chriſt, by way ef 
holy Reſignation. Look to it then, that whilſt you be- 
lieve.in Chriſt for the Reward of <rernal Glory, you for- 
get ride-to be found walking before Chriſt, as a People 
- wholly devoted to his Service, in all holy. Converſation 
Godlineſs. The (5) Pepple of God, they are boughr 
a Price, with a Pric&more precious than that of 
Silver and Gold, and therefore muſt not think them- 
ſelves their own to live as they liſt; their Minds their 
own to meditate Miſchief, nor their Eyes their own 
to behold Vanity; -nor -their ds their own to 
work" Wickedneſs ; nor their  Tdpgues their own to 
ſpeak both Hebrew and Aſbded ; nor any Faculty of Soul, 
or, Member of Body their own, - to be made the Inftru- 
ments of Unrighteouſneſs ; Bur in every thing they muſt 
ſtriveto bewholly at Chriſt's Devotion ; in their Under- 
ſtandjngs to know him, ax} Contemplare his Glory ; in 
their Memories to treaſure up. his Promiſes, . Precepts 
and ſweet experienced Diſpenſations, in their Wills to 
{ybrait ro whatever he commands in his holy Word, thar 
uperring Rails of all Rehpeguſncls, in their «Eyes to be- 


Id his maryellous Works ; in their Tongues often to be 
————— L — — 


hem — 


(70 Jam. 2. 17, 26,26. 
a) My : 


e 


vaults im.4 mins Hye mor Yeu nancy 
Tiw Wa WW teyor of Tay iy 2uirny, owous 02 »- 
ra7ems. Peluſiort. Epift. 73. lib. 3. 
(5) x Cor. 6. 20. 


ſpeak- 


3242 A Proſpect of Heavenly Glory, 


_ ——— 


ſpoking with delighr of him, to him, and for him; in 
their Hands to work the thing which is good ; in their 
Feer to run the way of his Commandments ; thus la- 
bourvgg to glorifie him both in Body ant in Spirit, which 
are his. (c) For as Ignatius ſweetly, a Chriſtian hath no 
Power, being wholly ſet apart for God, either to alienare 
himſelf from God, or to liſpoſe of himſelf in any thing, 
to the Prejudice of God's Glory. And he that thus 
lives Devoted ra Chriſt, the Lord will be ſure ro own 
him in the day that he makes up his Jewels, Crowning 
him wich the full Enjoyment of Chriſt in Glory. 


(6) Have @ ſpecial care to be that indeed, which yow are "in 


Hppearance. The (d) King's Daughter, though the have a 
ſpirirual Embroydery withour, yer ſhg” is. faid to be all 
Glorious within : And fo muſt you be, would ſever 
Reign as Kings in Heaven, or to be Crowned with ; 
Seeming Holineſs, will fer a\Man *n the outward C : 
Burt inward SanQtity and Uprightrneſs of Hearr, is r 
alone which can . fit him for the Holy - of Holies, Q 
Lord indeed will have the Goodneſs of our Hearts 
to appear in the Holineſs of our Lives: Bar yet the ap- 
pearance of Holineſs withour,/.is never ſo much to be 
regarded as rhe Uprjghteneſs and Ingepery of our Hearts 
within. Where there-is a pure Heazt,, there will be 
clean Hands; but a Man may have clean Hands, and yer 
his Heart remain as Filrhy, Unreformed, and Polluted as 
ever. How many have the Lamp of a glowous Profeſſi. 
on, that would never purchgſe the Oy] of Grace to ſea- 
ſon their Hearts? Moſt Men delire to feemi,, but few 
will labou”co be really Gracious, and of upright Hearts. 
They will cleanſe themſelves from flethly Pollutzons, bur 
nor from ſpiritual Defilements. They will hold forth ghe 
Form of Godlineſs in their Lives ; but will by no means 
receive the Power of Godlineſs into their Hearts: - Like 
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7ezabel, they will give God a painted Face ; bur ne- 
ver take care to preſent him with an upright Heart. Thus 
many are Righreous, and havea Name (e) to live before 
Men, who are nothing bur painted Hypocrites, dead in 
T'reſpaſſes and Sins, in the fight of God: An ourward 
Shew and Semblance, is enough for rhe one, but inward 
Power and Trurh isrequired to the other. Let Conſci- 
ence therefore be more to you than Credit : And be 
not ſo much ſolicitous abour your Aions before Men; 
as about your Hearts in the ſighe of "God. In -. Ta 

ou Clean-handed Men, if you be not alſo 
earted before God. Your getting into a handſome Garb 
and walking under a Pretence of Religion, will avail 
ou nothing, ſo long as God looks ar an, upright 
rt, {f) above alt things, requiring Truth in che in- 
'Tis not the Form, but the Power of God- 


li So Nis not 'the Semblance, bet che Truch of Grace, 
whigh the Lord will £. If a Man could offe. 
up Fery as many Pri 


z AS Thou to the 
Lord, nes i OY rneſ[s os | T—_ Rt" 
im till Noon-day, and” outvy very An O 
Viet: for the frequency "and external Glory of he ite- 
rated Devotion : Yer if all theſe be nor the Fruit of an 
uprighe Heart, and a willing Mind, the Lord abhorrerh 
them from his very Soul, and they prove like a blazing 
Comet, porrending the. Ruine, and inevitable eternal 
Deſtrution of him that performed them. - The Lord is, 
no queſtion fot a fair gurſide, and requirts external Per- 
formarices at our Hwhds : But yer you muſt know, 
theſe can no otherwiſe find acceptance with him, than as 
they proceed from a pure Fountain, and are enlivened 
by the Uprightneſs of the Heart within. - When the 

&r is wanting in our Religious Duties, we do but of+ 
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(e) Multi hominibus jufti videatur, pauci-Deo-: aliter enim bo« 
minibus aliterDeo hominibns ſecundum externam ſpeciem Of faciemy 
Deo ſecmmdum internam veritares ' & virtuem. Ambrof. in 
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fer ups dead Sacrifice to the living God, and fo provoke 
the pure Eyes of his Glory. Do not then, oh do nor 
ent the Lord with Leaves for Fruit, with Lies 
r Devotion :--Bur let your Tongues, and your Hearts, 
your Prayers, and'your Hearts, 'your Lives, 'and your 
Mogers your outward Performances, and the inward AF- 
fetion of your Hearts go'together, endeavouring to be 
betrer indeed, more Pure, more«Upright and Holy, than 
you can be jn 'appearance: Some G) there are wh6 
would oo rouge pod dd, but care” not to -be fo; and 
though they be really bad, yet they would not be taken 
for al ſach Perſons. Be not you like them, ſeeking the 
priife of Man with the loſs of your own Souls * But 
whatever Grace, 'whatever Reformarion, wharever Good- 
neſs you make ſhew of before 'Men, be all rhar, 
more in the ſight of God ! If (Sirs) youthi 
nour © appear Good, (#5) is it not much 
fiour to be ſo indeed > What alas! is'the Nam 
ſtian worth, if you wi ut on the Nataze of 8Z&hri- 


ſtian ? /To think 1 puted of amongſt” $ 
People, I wascalled a good, and ha@the Name” of a Chri- 
ſtian, can this be'a' Cordial, when you come to die ? Or 


- will it comfort your Hearts, w appearing before the 
Judgmenc-ſedt of (:)che great God, where all your Paine 
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(s) Swit qui bei 'wideri, nm efſe, mali non videri, ſed 
of i tops Serm. 66. in Cant: , _. ho 
) Neimey 6H aa aelyoy KaAG Ow tvs; & v 
i) : $ yep naiyedw, Fro ty) eats m1si. Ig- 
nat. epiſt. ad Magnef. pag. 5® | Ohunins enim nihil 
prodeft nomen ſanitem habtre ſine mor i6us-; as vita a 
drofeſſigne diſcordans, abrogat thuftris tituli ey Tx 
indigtorim attuwmn vilitatem. Salvian. de Gubern® Dei 
hb. *3.-pag. mihi 94. | 
(c) Nuid.eft in "quo nghis de Chriſtiono nomine blandi« 
annr, cum wiique* hee ipſo magis per nomen ſacratiſſeum 
r#i” fimus ati a ſanfo nomint diſcrepamus ? Nam & idro 
Plus ſub religionis tituls Deum ludimus, quis poſit! in ve 
kigions peccamus, Idem "paulo. - poſt. —"p 
"2 
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and Varniſh being waſhed off, you muſt now be puniſh» 
ed as. Hypocrites, with everlaſting DeitrcuQion from the 
Preſence of God, and from the Glory of his Power ? 
To be counted Rich, and yer turn Bankrapt, to bejudg- 
ed/healchful, and yer ſick unto Death, would bur aggra- 
vate in ſuch caſes a Man's Miſery : S$o to. be counted 
Holy, and yet Profane,'to have a Name to live, and yer 
after all be found dead. in Treſpailes and Sins, oh this 
will moſt dreadfully vate the Hypocrices Miſery a- 
nother day, this will fink them deeper in Hell, than the 
mates 4 ungodly, this will prepare flaming FV.gredi 
ents for the Cup of Wrath, and pur new Srr.4gs into 
thoſe fiery Scorpions that will vex and torment them for 
; It then you love your Souls, give diligence now 
ie beſt (ide inward, doing every thing from this 
; {Ces ly, as unto God ! Scripſe you mult tro make 
i in(ide, e gutſide of the Platter, and 
dure ;.as wellaftan Hands, would you 
be Veſl | wen for the Maſter's uſe. 
The'fooliſh Virgins they hat Tamps in their Hawds, 4 
Profeſſion of Godlineſs {-Yedorned ; with many glorious 
Perfarmances : But t roy tm animated with an 
upright Hearr, they, wanted the Oy] of Grate within, and 
therefore depart from me (laith Chriſt) I never knew 
you. Chriſtwill know thoſe” well, "he will know them 
to be Men of pure Minds, and upright Hearts, whombe 
receives to dwell with himſelf in eternal Manſions of 
Glory : Othegwiſe if a Work of Grace þe: wanting ' 
within, if the Heart beunſfotnd, and noranwardly Ho- 
ly, they muſt bok to depirt accurſed inzo eucr afting burnings, 
where the painted fire of all their pretended zeal Jball moſt 
Lepage 'd with the tree fire of* God : hravy wrath, and 
ſort Mipleaſure. Thus you may -poſlibly appear Holy be- _ 
fore Men, and have. your Chriftian Proteſſion adorued 
with many ſcemingly glorious, Performances : Bur in 
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e} Mat. 25. 3, 
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cafe your Hearts be not upright before Cod, now he 
throws you down for ever into Helliſh-torments, now 
he puniſherh your Souls with everlaſting Deſtrution 
from his own Preſence ; now he commands you ro depart 
accurſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
ahd his Angels, and you muſt obey him ! Oh then what 
a wofu] thing 1s arotten Heart, and how much doth. it 
concern us all ro be thatindeed, which we are in ſhew ! 
He thar is Raya good, bur really bad, rhough die he 
may with ſeeming hopes for Heaven and Glory, "= 
fall the muft into a'real Hell of Miſery, and eternal endleſs 
Torments ! 


(7) SEE that you mortify through the Spirit, the Deeds of the 
Boay. That which thou ſoweſt (faith the A is 
not quickned, except it die ; fo, except firit* yaw die to 
Sin, you can never be quickned, nor raiſed, 'ro enjay the 
Reward of erernal Life way to die hereafter, *Þ ro 
live here: And the ve  fod—ony is to die here. 
They that now livein Sit,” muſt hereafter ex Death, 
and eternal Miſery, 'as the juſt Reward, and Puniſhment 
of their Sins : "Bur they thatnow die to Sin, crucifying 
the- Fleſh with the Aﬀe&ions and Luſts, ſhall hereafter 
live with God in eternal! Manſions of Glory. For ſaith 
the Apoſtle, if ye live after rhe (5) Fleſh, ye ſhall die : 
Bur if ye through the Spirir, mortify the Deeds of rhe 
Body, ye ſhall live. Here you fee are, deſcribed rwo 
ways, the one leadingro Death, the otheg to Life; the 
one to Hel}, rhe other ro Heavens the'one to endleſs For- 
ments, the other toall fulneſs of Joy in God's own pre- 
ſence.” So then he thar will fave "the Life of his Sins, 
ſhall loſe his Soul : Burt he that will mortifie þingfelf, 
his beloved Lufts, and Sins, and deareſt Corruption, he 
ſhall live for ever. Though then you' cannot totally kill 
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e) Gal. F. 24- 
(4) Rom. 8.13. 
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ro go 
2 allowed of, is enough 
for thy Damnation, ahtd che {, when martified, can 
by ne means hinder thy eternal Salvation. The Life of Sin, 
and the Life of a Sinnes, are like rwo Buckets ata Well, 
if the one go up, the other muſt godown : Thus, if your 
Pride, your Hypocriſie, your Covetouſneſs, your Car- 
nality, your vile Aﬀe&ions live in,you,. you muſt die 
eternally ; bur if through the « on you mortify them, 
you ſhall live for ever. Behold then, 1 now ſet before 
you Life, and Death, Mount E42/, - and Mount Gerriz- 
2im, Bleſſings, and Curſings, the Pleaſures of Heaven, 
and the Torments of. Hell; and oh that you would 
chooſe not Death, but Life, not Eba/, but Gerizaim, not 
Curſings, but Bleſſings, not helliſh, intolerable Torments, 
butheavenly Glory ! There are bur rwo Eſtates of Men 
in this preſent Life, and but two proportionate' ro them 
;in the Life to come. Some here live after the Fleſh, and 
they muſt die ; theirdelighr 15 preſent, but momen- 
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(3) Rom. 6. 
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rany ; their pain is future, but Eternal ; ſome do here 
by the Spirit mortify their beloved corruprions ; their 
ſent Work is difficult, bur ſhort ; their Reward is 
Des, bur Erernal gnd Glorious. Oh therefore above 
all things fee to it, that every Luſt, every Sin, every P 
vile AﬀeBion in your Souls. be ſubdued, mortified, and | 
. abſtained from with the moſt religious Solicitude. If , 
with Jebu you will ſtill have. your Calves at Dan and O 
Brrbel, notwirhſtanding your pretended Zeal for the 
Lord ; if with Hered you muſt ſtill keep your Herodtas, 
notwithſtanding your readineſs to hear John Baptiſt ; to 
be ſure you will loſe your Sovls, and fall ſhort of 
Glory ! Bur if making ir your, great care to mort! 
through th? Spirir the deeds of the Body,, you ſhall 
keep your ſelves from your own inigmty, hewing in 
ieces your "delicate gag, and. giving an raal 
Divons to every Delilshghat picaſeth you, then donubr 
nor but Heaven ſhall r home, and the Gd of 
Heaven himſelf, -you your Portion, your ex- 
ceeding great Reward. a Life of Mortification 
on..Earth, is rhe ſure way to a ſtare of Glorification 
in Heaven ! ' 
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(8) BE careful that you bave an impartial reſpe# to the 
whole Law of God, ende&vouring with Zachary, and Elizabeth, 
(a) to walk in all the Commanamenty, and ordinances of God 
blameleſs, A partial reſpe&t to Gods Commandments, 
will be ſure to expoſe you to a faral Deſtrution from 
God's bliſsful Prefence : Bur an univerſal Love and Obe- 
dience to Gods holy Wall, this will ſer you above the 
reach of Hell and Miſery, crowning your Souls with 
an univerſa! Confluence of all Joy and Happineſs, ,and 
pureſt Pleaſytes in the Kingdom of God.. (/) Then 
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(a) Luke's. 6. bd 
(6) Pſal. r19. 6. \pynI Fiariuz £00 in Picl, ubi 
geminata liters, intendit ſygnificatiomem, reſpondet «& TwlCs 
Grecorum, quod atum, quaſi fixit oculis, © exaFo intwith,. a- 
« ſquid contemplantis denotat. . . 
| | (faith 
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(Girh Holy Devid, that ſpiritual Orphen:) ſhall 1 never 
be & Woirus when I have .reſpe& unto all thy 'Com- 
mandments. When our Obedjence'is notuniverſal but 
partial it will end in ſhame, and gauſe us to lie down 
in Eternal Confuſion : Burt when wittrall Religious Ex- 
atneſs, and Godly curioſiragns the original Word im- 
plies) we have a reſpe& to the whole Will of God, 
endeavouring that , all our Obedience may be adequare 
thereto, now Glory, Honour and Life Everlaling, 
will be your Portion. See therefore that you go nor 
about ro indent and capitulare with God in marrers of 
Obedience, as if the univerſal Reſpe& of all his Com- 
mands, wexe not a Duty incumbenr u you 2 
(c) But give Diligence now to havg a Conſcience uni- 
verſally&wid of offence both rowards God and rowards 
Men, i) to live honeſtly. Like Mygs 
ayenly Canaan, you 
with the two Tables 

Man : God incach 


in all things will: 


muſthave both your Han 
of the Law, reſpetfting both 
Duty of Piery, walking before him, and Man 
in each Dury of Equity deporting your ſelves miſe 
ouſly rowards him. To make conſcience of one Duty 
and not of anothet, is indeed ro make Conſcience ne- 
ther of one nor other.” Every Command of the- De. 
calogue hath rhe ſame Image, thefame Supecſeriprion, 
the ſame Divine AOTIrny ſtamped ripon ir *'(2) So 
that a Man allowing himſelf in the ditabſervatipa of 
any one (quod vizcuham formale) doth violate all, re- 
fleQting contempt upon the Authoriry of the whole 
Law, though he do not attually violate itt in ey 

part. And yet how many are there who anſwer the 
Lorg with an half-obedience, juſtlike the Eccho which 
makes not a Perfe& reſpondence of the Voice, bur of 
ſome . part thereof. ({) We read of a certain young 
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(c) As 14. 16. 
; (0 Heb. i3. 18. 
(+). Jam. 2. 10. 
(f) Mark 19. 11. 22. 
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Gentleman who came in a fad and ſerious manner to 
learn of Chriſt the Way .to Heaven : But yer one 
ing was lacking, his deſires of Heaven ly Glory, 
were bounded with ſecret Reſervations, Proviſo's 
and Conditions of Wis own; upon the diſcovery where- 
of by Chriſt, he wenf away diſcouraged, as not able 
to accept of Glory vpon Terms of univerſal obedience. 
Thus frequently a &eeceitful Heart rurns Men afide, 
entringCaveats againſt an univerſal devotednefs ro Chriſt, 
and canfing them to ſtand, upon abatements with him 
in the bargain of Salvation ; not conſidering that a due 
reſpeCX ro all the Commandments of God 1s neceſlary 
in thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, albeit that the Covenant 
of Grace never intended to make 'the perfe& Obſerva- 
tion of God's Corfmandments any Condition of our 
obtaining 'Salvation. So then if you would nor fall 
ſhort of Glory, be ſure that the Obedience of your 
Heart and Lite be of equal extent and Jatitude- with 
the whole Law of (z) He that ftands upon 
abatemenrs with God, ing only ſuch Command- 
ments as will ſtand with his carnal Intereſt, his World- 
Jy Eredit, his Safety, and his ſecular ProjeQts, doth 
not ſerve the Will of God, but his own choice. The 
Will of God revealed, that's the grand motive to obedi- 
ence\; 'So that becauſe the whole Law is bur a Trarſ- 
cript of Gods' holy Will, there is the ſatne reaſon why 
you perform obedience to all, as to any one 
of his Commandments. (+) Shame therefore your ſelves 
into the univerſal Obedience of God's Commandments, 
when iever you find your Hearts, to make ſhy of any 
Duty, with this prefſing* Conſideration, that he who 
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(s) Raids enim ſervus ex demint juſſis ea facit tantum- 
wodo que wilt facere ; jam nen diminggam voluntatem implet, 
fed ſuam. Sal. - ' 

(b) Jam. 2. 31. _FITy 

Neque enim juſia cauſatio oft cur erantur aliqua, wii . 
faciends ſunt nia, Salvian. de Gub. Dei. lib. 3: pag. 80. 
com- 
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commanded one, hath commanded al! ! Every Chriſtian 
he muſt be a through-paced Conformiſt ro the Will of 
God ; not ſpeaking both Hebrew and 4ſhaod, not ſwear- 
ing by God, and Malhom, not taking one ſtep ſtraight, 
and another crooked, not keeping a covetous Hearr- 
for the World, nor a proud Heart for H<il, nor a 
ſenſual Heart for the Fleſh : Bur endcavouring to ob- 
ſerve al) things whatſoever Chriſt harh commanded ys, 
giving Diligence to walk before the Lord in all holy 
Converſation and Godlinets. (7). That for which we 
find Caleb and Joſkua ſo high! pwned,” was becanſe 
they fulfilled it after the Lord : Thus would you ever 
have the higheſt Renown of heavenly Glory, you muſt 
follow rhe Lord fully ; refolvinggghat though you can- 
not fulfil all Righreouſnefs, yet you will negle&t none. 
Thy? failing in every Duty ſhall never keep thee our 
of Heaven, if there be no Duty, in the carelcſs negle& 
wheteof thou alloweſt f, Where the Eyeof a 
Chriſtian is upon the e Law of God, and his 
Heart open to do it; (#) x the Goodneſs of God 
will accept the Defire for the Deed, of the Parpoſe 
for the Performance, and of the Will for the Work, 
never ——_ ro crown the weakeſt endeavours when 
ſincere, with a glorious Reward. Burt remember, thoſe 
chat only make conſcience to do. the Will of God in 
part, and not wholly : they have neither parr, nor 
lor in his heavenly Kingdom, bur muſt wholly. end for 
ever fall ſhort of Glory ! 


(9) TAKE hred that Þ build not your Hopes for 
Heaven wpon a negative Righteouſneſs, but give” diligettte to 
live in the conflant and faithful praftice of all poſitive Dutjes. 
(0!) The Veflel of Honour is difknguiſhed from the 
Veſſel of Diſhonour, not ſo much becauſe cleanſed 
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k) 2 Cor. 8. 12. 

(!) 2 Tim, 2. 24, WWD 
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from what is Evil, as becauſe ſanftified and prepared 
for every good Word, and Work. here are multi. 
rddes in the World that think themſelves nd ſmall 
Saints, becauſe not the worſt and moſt prodigeouſly 
Wicked amongſt Sinaers : And many there be who 
count themſelves in a good preparedneſs for Heaveg, 
becauſe they have nor the very Botches and Plague- 
ſores of Hell viſibly running upon them. (m) God 
I thank thee (ſaid that prouJ Phariſee) that IT am not 
as qther Men are, E zoners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, or 
even as this lican As if fo be, that becauſe he 
had not his Hands full of Bribes, and Oppreſlion, and 
the like Pollutions, he muſt needs go to Heaven; and 
be ctowned with Gvry. . Thus many glory. becauſe 
they are no_ Dry s, no Lyars, no Swearers, no 
Sabbath-breakers, ho unclean Perſons embracing the Bo- 
ſom -of a ſtrange Lover ; oh *thatall our People 
had ſo much Rightoous this. to glory of ! t 
verily Sirs, the fair Way*of ws. (uk Righteouſneſs 
leads Hell and eternal Deftruftion as well, as che 
foul! pochy way of notorious Profaneſs. Did you ne. 
ver hear of a Man dying for hunger, as well as by 
eating Poyſon ? Did'you never fee a Runner loſe the Gar- 
land, as well for leaving off to run, as by catching afall 2 
Didyou never obſerve a Lamp going out as well for want 
ofO7l.cs by means of an Extinguiſher ? So may you hear 
of thouſands that die Erernally as well for want of 
doing good which js the Food of the Soul, as by 
feeding upon the Bbyſon of their own Hearrs Luſts. 
So may you ſee Men daily loſing the Garland of 
Eternal Glory for leaving off. to run the Way of God's 
Commandments, zs by falling into wicked Pratices; 


So may yougobſerve the Lamp of _ profeſſing 
Chriſtians go 4 out in the unfavoury Muff of ſulphu- 
reous hell ifery, for want of rhy. Oyl of gracious 


Performances, as well as by the fatal Extinguiſher of o- 
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n Ungodlineſs. Do bur look into the Proceſs of 
Fadgrherk which Chriſt will be fure co keep to in that 
oreat Day, and you will find vpon due obfervarion 
made, that the dreadful damnatory Sentence then to. be 

ronounced againſt all the Ungodly, ir runs moſt upon 

egarives, commanding Men therefore ro depart ac« 
curſed ..into Everlaſting Fire, ' not _ io mach for rhe 
Commiſſion of Sins forbidden, as for the negle& and 
omiſſion .of Dury enjoiged. (») Ye have nor cloarh- 
ed, ye have nor fed, ye have nor- viſited my poor 
Brethten, ſaith Chriſt, and. therefore go. ye oy "Tis 
not aid, ye have robbed, ye haye ried, ye have 
perſecuted them, bur rheir- negleQ of the foremention- 
doeth-them ; this is 
there works their E- 
t then will be the end of 
Faithleſs, and Irreligious 
e ro do Evil, yer never 


ed Duties is that which now up 
that which ſinks them ro Hell an 
verlaſting DeftruQioni! (o); 
all Prayerleſs, Medirati 
Perſons, who though t 
learn to do well? 
much whether you have oppreſled, as wherher you have 
relieved the Poor; not {@ much wherher you hav® pro- 
fancd, as whether you have ſanQified God's holy Sabbathg, 
not ſo much whiert a have blaſphoemed, as w 
you have called upon name of God with an u ighr 
leart? And this know, the allowed total omiſſion of 
any ſuch Duty will ag ry 2774 damn you, as to live-in 
the pratiſe of the moſt F'9 and ſcandalous-enorrm- 
ties : So that to eſcape Hlurions that are in the 
World through Luft, will at the befhy bur procure "you 
a cooler place in Hell, ſo lang as you walk nor in_the 
dajly praQtiſe of thoſe Duties which lead to Heaven | 
Thou then that art a Man ſtanding mych upon ne- 
gative Righteouſneſs, boafting thyſelf to bens covetous, 
no unclean, no debauched Perſon, where” thy Faith, 
thy Wiſdom, thy ſtill to go on- in the careleſs 
negle& of Prayer, of Self-cxamination, of Repentance, 
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(n) Matrth. 25. 42, 43- 
(s) Ila. 1. 16, 17 
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of medirating in God's, Word, and the like holy Exerci- 
ſes, without which thou canſt never be ſaved ? It is good 
igdeed not to do Evil ; but yet it is withal a Soul- 
amning Evil not to do good. T Wherefore was Atrez 
ſo bitterly curſed ? Was it becauſe.making a Confedera- 
cy with the wan” they foughr againſt, God's People ? 
Oh no, but becauſe nr not our to the help of 
Iſrael againſt the Mighty!Wherefore was that unprofitable 
Servant bound, and caſt into utter Darkneſs ? Was it 
for embezelling his Lords Talent, or for waſting it upon 
Harlots ? Oh no, but becauſe he had not improved it to 
his Lords advantage! Wherefore | do we find that rich 
Man tormented in Hell 2 Was it becauſe he bad taken 
any thing from poor Lazarw, or pulled the Meat fro 


his Mouth ? Oh no, Fur becauſe he did- not cloath® an 

feed him ! He Judgment without Mercy, becauſe 
he had negl to ſhew Mercy ; And becauſe he de- 
nyed Lazarw a crumb of Rread ro fatishe his hunger, 
new Heaven and Earth wilt-nor afford him one drop, of 
Water to cool his Tongue. So certainly will the neg- 


let of Duty expoſe to an eternity of Wrath, and un- 
ventable fiery Torments 1 {For not only the corrupr 
ree, but the barren Tree alſo is intended for the Fire ; 
not. enly the Tree which bears al] Fruit, bur alſo the 
Tree which bears no good Fruit muſt be fuel for the 
Wrath of God to burn upon withourquenching for ever. 
Give diligence then, would you ey& eſcape Wrath and 
obtaia Glory, not only to forbear the doing of thar - 
which is evi}, bur alſo to be working the thing which 
is good. Leave ries of that place wherein God 
bark ſer you undone, and your Souls are undone for e- 
ver 29Bur i enny ing them, you ſhall ftrive 
to abound with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 'tis nor lon 
but you willave a bleſſed Tranſplantation, from Eart 
.to Heaven, fitm the Wilderneſs of this World, into the 
Celeſtial Canzon ! Only let every profanc ungody Per- 


—n—_—— — — 


—_ 


Fett * 
» TJudg.s. 23. | 
t vo 10. Mi 
ſon 


* Foy the Comfort of Sion's Mowrners. 555 
ſon and aloof, as thoſe for whom the blackneſs of 
dackneſs is reſerved for ever. 1f a negative Rjghteouſnes 
will carry no Man to Heaven, to be ſure then thoſe whe 
allow themſelves in a courſe of all unrighreous ices, 
muſt fall irrecoverably into Hell and erernal Qton. 
If the Nlothful Servant were ſo puniſhed who only hid 
his Lords Talent in a — reltaning it as good as 
he had it, what then will be the end of every wicked 
Servant who hath embezelled his Lords Talent ſpending 
it riorouſly upon Harlots ? This Man muſt certainly ex+ 
peQ more dreadful aggravations of Puniſhmene, than the 
we: Thar Nlothful Firrane ſhall have a milder Cup of 
rath, when this wicked Servant ſhall drink up tlie 
dregs of Divine Fury. If the unprofitable Servant be 
avenged ſeven-fold, ſurely then the rebellious Servant 
muſt be avenged ſeventy times Seven-fold. (a) If Divine 
Juſtice whip the one with,Rods, 'rwill cortaindy WAP 
the other with Scorpluns eility be caſt inro the Fire, 
who can tell the Wrath, the fiery Flames of Topher into 
which rapacity ſhall be thrown ? If he that relieved 
not others with what was his own muſt burn Tor e- 
ver, what Vengeance of Eternal Fire may thoſe look 
for, who have extorted from others what was not their - 
own ? What will be the end of rhe crue} who grifid the 
Faces of the Poor, if he ſhall have judgment without 
mercy who ſhewed,,no mercy ? If not doing the thing 
which is good will Thur out of heavenly Glory ; doubt- 
| Tefs then working that which is evil and abominable in 
the ſight of God, will for ever link Men in unſufferab{ 
helliſh T orments ! : 


*- 


> ——— ——— —— 


(s) Quid ft ferilitas in iguem wmittitur, rapacitas quid 
meretur ? Aut quid recipiet, "qua. alimnim mtr, fi ſemper 
ardgbit qui de Fa nm At Er fi judicinom fine mi- 
ſericordia erit illi, Tui non facit miſericordiam, quale judiciim 
eris ili, quitfecerit & rapinamt byigenr. Serm. de diſ< 
penC Dom. p. 615. : 
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(ro) AND laſily, be much wpon your knees at thi" throme 
of Grace, implaring with all carneſineſs, aud holy bnporcunity 
the belp of "Heaven whereby you we ly lar. qual:fied and 
fitted for it. Our endeavours r Lite and Glory, 
muſt ever be ſucceeded with* the Grace of God 
Soy working in us, or elſe we muſt loſe our 
Reward. Nothing. of qurs will ever any hr to God 
as the end and quietative Centre of our , Except 
we firſt receive it from God as the Author of every 
good pad pee Gif. ' (s) If ever we come toCa- 
nasn, *tis the God. of rae! that muſt lead us by the 
Hand, and by the Arm. of his Oamnipotency pur us-in 
full poſſeſſion of it. (4) There is an Inheritance” of 
Saints in Light, bur unleſs God the Father of Lights 
| by a ſufficiency of diſcriminating Grace do firſt -quali- 
y and meeren_us- for it, we are like; to abide 10. e- 
ver ; DRE, The Scone or iy —_ many 
ward but what it xeceives from en 
and 7 : pH : 


and agents of the wing it: Nor have we 
whole by "Nature are as Stones, any Power to 
moveWHeaven-ward; but what we. do wholly receive 
from the irreſiſtible Serength and Divine Energy of 
God's holy Spirit carrying us that Way. Free will to 
what%s ſpiritually good, is a plain Soloeciſm in the 
School of, fig Grace : So that whoever by the*good 
uſe hereof thinks ro get» the Reward, ro ſure he 
ſhall never enjoy any fellowlhip in Chriſt's Colledge, 
nor haye the leaſt as of preferment in the Uni- 
verſity of Heaven, Qur Eſtate by (c) Nature is withour 
wy ngth : So*Mar we are no more able to do rhe 

orks of a Spiritual, than a dead Man to do the 
Works of a natural Life. (4) -By Nature we are 


a) Jam. r, 17. - ” 
( Cul. r. 32. x 


(c) Rom. 5. &. «uy | , 
(a) Ephet. 2.- :.® 4c 
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blind, and cannot therefore ſee the things of the Spiric of 
God\*unleſs he firſt gives us a (z) ſpiritual Eye. eare 
alienared from the Life of Chriſt, and muſt, never look 
tohave, any ſaving acquaintance with him, if the Father 
draw us not. -The Lord's drawing is not by deſtggy- 
ing the Wil};- but by — of it, and inclink 
it to what is good. He puts forth the Arm of his Grac 
to apprehend us, and that creates in us an Arm of Fai 
ro apprehend him. They.do bur flatter and miſerably 


y r and riſerabh 

comply with ſinful corrupt Nature againſt Grace, ,who 

aflgrt any ſuch Power in Man, whereby he may prepare 
himſelf for ſpecial Grace. So prod is our 


tency by Nature, that we have not wer, of a good 
Thavght, of a Sigh, of one hearty Grom after God, 
and Chriſt,” anderernal Glory in our” own hands. | * 
talk-of an univerſal Grace that is only determined, 
made effeftual b nt of our own 


neration, is indeed to deny- Got*s diſcriminating Love, 
and inſtead of that, to ſet up an Idol of our own. __If fo 
be rhat the ſame Grace be" t< all, then Us got 
God, bur every Ma s) that {mproves this Grace, 
makes himſelf ro differ from- another, contrary Þ the 
rrue intent of the Apoſtles Queſtion. For that which is 
common to all Men; doth never make a. difference be- 
ewixt any. You muſtknow then, thar we do not dif 
ference our ſelves frotn others, | by apo vigg the. fame 
Talent better thartorhers did « Bnt 'tis God alone who 
doth difference us fron others,” yin vilet of Sin- 
y 


ners, from the damned in Hel}, iving © us thag Ta- 
fent of Grace to Trade with, and a Will co imp it, 
which he never gave to them. He 15 (5) no lefs Aur 
thor, than the Finiſher of our Fayh : Aud he alone 


SPIE _—_ —— 
(z) 1 Cor. 14. ad 
#) 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
& Heb. 12. 2. * 
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muſt work (c) Grace in us to make us Holy, as well as 
beſtow Glory upon us to make us happy. We do not 


| Owe God loving him firſt, but he prevenrs us, firſt Ca 
ircumciſing our Heart that we may love him. Were hi 
thetGrace of God merely ſuaſory, and by moral Argu- ſt 
ments, making Tenders of Life and Glory to us, but of 
ing u5sno tp power to accept of them, nor renewed ro 
to Cloſe with them, well we might hear the glad ro 
Tidings of eterna! Life, but moſt certainly for all thar, th 
wemnuſtdie in'our Sins, and/be damned for ever. For * m 
(as a learned Divine of our own hath'it) here is ſo much nc 
Perverſeneſs, and deviliſh Antipathy in our Hearts by G 
Nature, thar neither tht Promiſes of Heaven, can allure ac 
us,” nor the Blood and Paſſions of Chriſt perſwade, nor C 
the flames of Hell affiight us out of our Sins, till che cr, 
ord by the ſwe@&and glorious Power of his holy Spirir, ſe; 
ſubdue and conquer the Will ro himfelf. The Apoſtle CC 
therefore, SR ro this-parpole, contents not him- br 
ſeIFro ſay, ir is God that Commands you, that exhorts, be 
an uades you both'to will and ro do: Bur (faith !h 
he) * God rhat works in you borh to will and to do of n 
his (ce) own'good pleaſure; implying clearly, that nq- n 
thing lefrhan the almighty Power of God's own Grace, A 
exciting, inclining, and determining the Will, can ſuf- oh 
fice unto any good Work. The Afertours of free Will, de 
thole grand Paraſit:r of Nature, 'do count it indeed the ol 
firſt born of Abſucdiries, to reach that the Grate of God W 
hath any ſuch derermining Influence upon the Will, as H 
(half ally work it to a cloſure with what is good. pr 


Hence they affiryF that God himſelf cannot, without 
wrong to the proper Crafts, and Conſtitution of the Will, lo 


i. _— C— 
ee th ih hs et. lt. i 


dt. - 


(c) Sicut” ſanfi wiri ſe poſt primi parentis lapſum de cor* 
ruptibili ſtirpe editor, & mon wirtute proprid, ſed prave- 
Miente grati& ſupern# ad meliora ſe vots vel operas com- 
mutarcs. Greg. lib. Mor. 22. C. 10. ew, 

& Ag THOuaviy 74 Ver de wyhFe, hy, bf 
nax@. Ignat. epiſt. ad Rom, pag. mihi 84. ** | | 
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wichour gpmmitting a Rape upon ber Vir I'M 
at never upon ir, \than afterall he hath done, + 


can do, to leave her the precious pruxileggs of xeliſting 
his. Grace, rej ag Tenders of his Love, and-de- 
g 


rors 40 ven, | upon | 
royal, while they would LEES World 'beli« 
ch 9 Fs ,. and chazaQeriſtical P 


A 
po 
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wy l ray $5 Sper _— 
nonplus, and conquer t ighty r 

God Mt hanaloalinn. But we muſt:know, God doth fo 
ac | Will of Manin his . 
Converſion, I to the Will's in- 
criaſique; with her ef- Y 
ſential Qo "but never, 


compel the Will to: is good; he doth. determine 
but not forge her; 11 | | 
berty, reſcuing her from : 
the may be free rochooſe, ro —_ ro 
in himſelf. As when Warer; which natural 
inclining downward; is exanſelemenred and changed into., 
Air, then | it doth naturally.aſcend, contending upward : 
So. when, the Will;of . Mag, which, by Nature moves 
downwagsd, | is graciouſly” and freed from her.na- 
tive Viciouſnels, then ſhe readily moves upward, . and.is 
wanderfully*carried-outafrer God; - after- Chriſt, -afrer 
Heaven an Glory, raking a ſweet Complacency -1n eve- 
ry good Word and Work. So that ro, conſent-eo-the 
Grace of Gad, w actepy: of his gracio , and-to 
long far ir, this is wholly from God himfelf (f) invan» - 


*2 - 
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(f) Ut ergo deſiderengs- adjutoriums gratia by ipſum 
ſa namgue incipis infuqls, ur 4 
poſes : is quoque amplius . infundirux , cum KT 
"= ve, welit 
© Deus 1% eo ipſans. volunt ater operetur, welle nul- 
brerit, Fulg. ad Ties. ep. 6. Þ. 555. 
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.cibly ſagQifying the Will, and by an .a& of Mimighty 
—_ hen ar 11 10 Wwhar is ſupematurall good. 
Ir'3s not enough:to-provide the means, bur God himſelt 
muſt Nrongly-apply them 37 he muſt afford. the bleſled 
Qperation and powerful Concurtence of his ow: Spijat ; 
che Reve'ation'of his own Arm and Might upon the Soul, 
or he will-never, conſefit, no,.nort to her own Happinels 
r nneot Yeo: Andy ay how INES On 
cannor determin. himſelf, nonexert any vital Ations, ur 
les premoved and determined thereunto, by. the imme- 
diate Influx of God upotyhim;.as the firſt, cauſe ; how 
much lefs in things ravel ? "Tis much controverred, 
(1 know) whether / have not a Suthei of ;Power 
within themſelves to aft, move, apd do all -things, agree- 
gable ro their Nature which Gad hath ginmoham, withoue 
any further: h&pfrom hinvto.aQtuate that Power, to pre» 
move, and derermine rhem to. every phyſical AQtion that 

cedeth from them. ?,, The dependarmce of-all .Crea- 
rures God - for the Snpport; and; Continuation, of 
their Beings, is b mp-_ oe op But chat cheze 
ſhould -be* the ſame © neceſity . .of- dependante . upon 
God for theif Workings; there are rhany | Men, both 
of great Leatning, and of ſingular.” Holaeſs who deny 
1r,- thoſe efpecially who-ſide wathy thegJefuires againſt the 
Dem'n cant in this: Coarroverſy, ' making ao -aftive indif- 
ferency to Good, or Evil, at (g) leaſt an undeterminate- 
nefs - W41ii; ro be of rhe Eſſence of - Liberty. Du- 
randus his Opinion in this Cate is ſufficiently known, 
who would ri 
Creatures ina 


have God "to concur otherwite with his 

their. Aftions which whey exert,- chan 

bv*way of C arzon; ſo as to continue their ſeyeral 

peftive Beings, and energerical Powers to them. Au» 

fin fpeaks of forme in his Time thar were of the fanie 
FY 


bem am rn nr ee DC COCCCCOC_ —— rr we 


(2) Dreris \ 1107 oft-ranſa liberi arbitriig, wife gui es Liber: 
rum #hitrium df. ipſ0 oft, & conſerverur. > Durand.in 2. 


For. d. 1.9-5.&d. 37.9.1. «ad. 
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oo of the World? did forthwith leave i 
it ſelf}, and ro make all/ſfweer Sr —— 
not by any further” powerful couch! 

virtue of 1ts'firſt Compoſure:- Above all 
Go p 


whi ors « Od; 
flibuld fo" mal his'Creatures,” as not'-to' be able 
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p ca Jeratic 4 w v » 5 are 
texmIned by of his Power? 
us their 
1. To 'me 
pnthe Head 
CES we will re he ki | Be- 
ing from him, vy-hin The 
pro | 7 whe acu : Aer 
theJ Pn : "Ne | 
- of aur £ tant Divines, "nc & Gula ve os 
ing bur Got Dore, re, or 'aQ, 
EST ERS a Ee 


'(YOmner riwolhs PER Rf ſecalits wade vers bu, 
; dependeant aprincd, que es oh Maccov. 


PITS eV __ "apivs i" 


fn Za de lib. Arb:theſ'-2: pag. ye 
£c howiniis* dererminatis, wes 


on "ow A 


grant : 4 


% 


a ww a a a4 ao a> th a6 ca acc o£» oo imma a »% > tro ar ro is £5 a os. 


Nl 


ecLOLLOEbROGaGG ELAIIIEEETS EN, 


day, atum age 
which I they may Cant 64 
to good; or; evil as t 
Fn is confured ara pb. the 7h 
A gn Divines- in the 


par opohee uh whicly makes, rhe A con- 
fuled, dent, imperfcR, and ſuch as be ;qp er of 
receiving iS ultimate: Perfeftien from . the Creat 


ThougttSimiles proye nothing, yet. they 7 Jlultrate, 
| td give you a pertet un exſoggling in this 
with the Si 2 learn 


Divine, 


our, Des: in their Diſcour- 
EE e) .re!ling,. you, wich how, 
orld as 2. fair. godly Cl 


d.tq move it in.an ly p ouage ; 
nee by rs, by freſb-Influence, from him- 
(eIf;/ 4. and intumate -Spring of immediate 
Concourſe, £48 ſhould ſu it iin.a molt uniform. and 
propartionable manger. s great Organ of theWorld, 
he rurned,ir, yetnor, ſo, as;-that, it could play vu geen it 
ſelf, or make any Muſique: EN rue of 1ts own 
ſure (as Durand. fancies). TIPS: 'thar p ne fieted for 
the Finger of God ,himſe the preſence of. his 
powerful touch, might ſound tk the praiſe of irsCrea- 
tour in'a -moſt ſweet-and harmonious way. So then if 
where Man harha Poges he cannot aRt, unleſs derermin- 
ed prormls God, "a much Tefs is he able to aft gra- 
ciouſly in ſpiritual Concerns, withourgſte immediate pre- 
dererminin * Work .of.. God's Grace upon him? Thou 
can'ſt-nat otic a foot, nor-move an Hand without God, 


andcan'ſt thou then run the wy, of his Commandments, 


or touch the _—_ Scepter of his Grace without him ? : 


, Novum itt commentum Jeſuit arum ſite refutatue 
us, quia facit providentiam Dei confuſam, impere 


| - i creaturd pendentem, ut 'ab ea proficiatur. Ame. 


af. Enervat, rom. 4: lib. 1, Pp: 31. 
Cc 3 Never 
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Never think to come 'to God withour ſtrengrh fr6m Ged, 
nor to come to Heaven, if God carry not:thy- Soul thi. 
ther in the,triumphanr Chariot of his own Grace. The 
Lord breathed into Adam the Breath of 'Life, and then 
he became a living Soul :.So the Lord muſt breath into 
thy Sou! the enlivening Breath of his own free Grace, 
and then thou wilt 'no Jonger be dead; bur alive unto 
God. If Chriſt ' will draw her, + rhe Spouſe -doth- chen 
promiſe thar ſhe will rug' after him «© Thus rhog"wile 
never” run after Chriſt; nor love Chriſt, br have the 
Jeaſt defire'ro Chriſt, if firſt, he draw-thee not by his own 
Spirit ſweetly over-powering thy wiſl to'embrace, to 
chaſe, to love the beſt things. F The Power and” Wil 
dom of God forming the Babe in the Womb; that pre- 
vents and goes before a!] thought rhar*rhe Child could 
have of irs own formation : s 'thoſe 'thar have the 
happineſs ro be conceived in the Wombof free Grace, 
the Spirit -of regeneratign that prevents them witly, a 
Princtpie of life, before ever ' rhey could have fo much 
as a thonght of, or a: will ro, or the leaſt groan of  de- 
fire after their new Birth. Lezarxs he had never come 
out of the Grave at Chriſt's call, if the Lord had not 
firſt pur life into him : "Thus our/good Works 'can ne- 
ver come aur of the Grave of 'onr unckan Hearrs, 'rill 
God do firſt of all” wotk-chem in us. ' Nor thar we ' are 
to: think he doth formally believe, repent, and as one 
Perſon with us exert other vital aftipns of Grace accor- 
ding ro that wild Opinion of fome”- Libertines : Bur 
thar he, as the 'Aurhor, doth'by the-efficacy'of his own 
Holy Spirit wofking in us, enable us to perform what: 
ever Duties, whatever. Services, _ whatever Condirions 
himſelf | hath, required as neceflary ro our Salvation. 
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| t Canr. 1. 4.” L 

& | John I." .  Situt in nativitate cariali emnemnaſcen- 
?is hominis voluntatem precedit | operis divini- formatio 3. fic 
in ſpivituals ryperatene nemo potef? h abere bonam oluntatem 
m0: u proprio ntſe mens ipſa reformetur « Dee, "+Pulg. de gw#% 
Id. arb. p. 758. * Ia: 26, 12, Fool .--1a 
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* 1n the converkion. of a loſt Sinner unto God, 'tis Man 
thar doth believe, zepent, and will, whatever is good and 
p'eafing in; the. ſighr of God's Bur yer 'tis God. as the 
lole dogour, of every ſuch good and perfett gift, thar 
doth firſt beſtow a renewed will, and then by his Grace 
excite it,. that rhe Sinner.may aCtually believe and repent 
ro- the ſaving of his Soul... No Man did ever yer be- . 
leve, repeat, or ,come to: God for Mercy, but in the ve 
ſtrengrh of God : Nor did any. ever yer. obrain the Re- e.4 
ward of -Eternal'Life, bur  throngh- the Grace of G 
effe&ually enabling to work in the Lord's Vineyard, and 
making him faithful. uaro the Death. Go then to 'God | 
in Prayer yew'rhat Jove-your Immbctal Souls, 'for Grace, 
for Puzity;>top Holineſs, bur be fare thar you. pray fer- 
veatly,-remembring you. can never arrive at the Haven 
of true; Happineſs, withour the geatle gales of Ged's own 
Spice ro ſpeed yourthicher. By nature you are dead kn 
reſpaſles and. Sins, and if therefore God quicked you 
not, you are lolt for ever. By nature you are mortally 
wounded, aud this: your ,wound 15 uncurable, you muſt 
die of -it, if Gad heal it nog for you. By nature you 
are a Reprobare:to every good Word and Work, unlefs 
therefore Gad work in you: both to_will and to do of 
his own good pleaſure, .you can never work out your 
own: Salvation. By nature you are dreadtuliy polluted, 
all over unclean as a Vellel in which there is no pleaſure, 
ſo that if you beg nor the Spirit of God to cleanſe you 
from all fikhaneſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, you can 'ne- 
ver be Veſſels of. Honour fit for the Maſters ue. 'Holy 
7aceh being in danger of his Brotlier Eſaru's Fary.he 
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" Certum eſt nos welle cum volumus, fed ille ſacir ut weli- 
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of Heavenly. Glory, 

wreſtled with God all Night, reſolving nor to let him»go 
without 'a Blefling; end his. rwo Arms he uſed in this 
'holy' Wrettle, af they were Prayers_and Tears : Thus 
-Sirs you are in danger not of Man's Fury, bur of 
indignation, of Wrath, and Hell from rhe great God, 
and will-you-not - wreftle for a Bleſſing, Johng in with 
God by the Arms of Prayer and Tears ! Oh feck the 
Lord while he may be+found; andiſee that -you call 
upon him whilſt yer he is near ! Do not, oh do nor tri- 
fls away that Time about the Meat that -periſheth, 
which ſhould be ſpent_an, lobourions for the + Meat, 
which will endure 'to eternal] Life! What js it to gain 
Earth and loſe Heaven, to gain the: World: and loſe 
your Souls ? What alaſs!. ro fare.delicionfly every Day, 
znd at Death to be found deſpairing, . to . be found 
dropping into Wrath, into Tophet, into: Hell irrecove- 
rably? Oh how much better is itchart now you ſhould 
pray, and mourn, and. weep . bitterly before the Lord 
every . Day, to get prepared . for . Heaven, for Glory, 
for a Crown of Righteovſnels,.. for' the recompence 
of erernal Life, than that you ſhould then weep and 
how! without Hope for the Milery, the Wrath; the 
unſufferable Het;ſh. Flames that muſt now ſeize upon 
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you and burn you for ever, torment you for ever ? 


ell, thar you may never forget fcking the Lord, 
nor ceaſe praying before him, remember where your 
Strength, where your Hope, where all your Comforr 
lies Tis the Lord alone that hath che, Vord of E- 
rernal Life, and therefore go to him -reſolving that 
you will pray and never give aver praying, that you 
will wreſtle and neyer_ give aver wreſtling, that: you 
will yy and ſigh and groan and never give over, 
ei! you have the Blefſing. The ſame God who gives 
us the Crown when. we have overcome, he muſt give 
us ſtrength whereby ro overcome. He that will cloath 
us upon with the Garments of Salvation when we come 
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ro! Heaven, he alone jt” i5 frat muſt now: give us Grace 
cloarking us firſt with the” Garments of Righreouſheds, 
that we may be fit for that glorious lnhenrance ! 
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The *Dofrin' improved by way of, flrowg 
Colello Ho'Gods Poodles exhoyting them 
to live upon" ane' reſpet#'to this "eternal 
Reward, 4s upon hidden. Munna. - 


(IV) A N'D laſtly though we have for a lictle white 

A beer leading yours, through the Wilderneſs, 
yet-now we- begin to "draw nigh to the heavenly 
Canaan. My Text is-a Tree of Life, and I would 
not' willingly come from 'ir, till T have ſhaken ſome ap- . 
ples of Love, © ſome of its*ſweet ind precious Fruir 
mto your 'Boſottis:”* 'Tis the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, and 'I would not willingly: come down till your 
Faces ſhine "with the Oy1 of Gladneſs. "Tis a fpiri- 
tual Eden; a” Garden” full of all pleatant Flowers, and 
I | would? not "willingly "come out of it, till I' have 
cropr” here” and there one,” and gathered you an hea- 
venly 'Noſegay, to'revive and retreſh with its Divine 
Fragancy, your Spirits an''a fainting Hour. You have 
been with us a little upon the "Ocean under all thoſe 
Storms and ragefu} Tempeſts, which will beat upon 
ſach for ever, as have no righr ro the recompence 
of the Reward : Bur ſuppoſing your ciaim to this Re- 
ward good, your right unqueſtionable, and evidences 
without flaw, I ſhall now endeavour to lodge you” in 
the peaceful and wiſhed Harbour of Divine Conſola- 
tion. And truly here is a River, the ftreams whereof 
tif any thing) will make glad the City of our Gad. Wat 
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Well 1 confeſs is deep, bur» yet-through the Comfor- 
tersaſliſtance, - you" lending! the Bucker! of your Fairh, 
I doubt nor but we ' may draw Water,' Warer of Lite, 
may the "Wine of Erernal” Conſolation” ro refreſh you, 
wo enliven and comfort your. Hearts: in every Condi- 
tion. "What Wilderneſs need -terrify thee,” having - Ca- 
Tnaan ſo plain | before thee ? Whar' Storms can diſturb 
thy "peace, being come within Kerr of thy Erernal Har- 
bour ?} Oh think with« thy elf dear iſtian, what 
Afiitions' need diſcourage” thee, having always in thy 
Bye ſuch « far "more exceeding and Eternal weight rof 
Glory ? This' Do&rine drops Baldifor” the healing of 
wounded "Souls; "tis 'as fo * much ſpiritual” Mane for 
God's "People ro feed upon in the Wilderneſs of thys 
World 'till rhey'are come ro Cauaan, a Land: that flow - 
eth with Milk and 'Hony. Deny not then-- your ſelves 
the Comfort of that Reward which - God  fers before 
Fou. 'The Lord for your” berrer -encouragement- ſers 
Heaven with all the” Happmeſs,and Glory thereof in your 
Eye, and rherefore let nor your Eye upon . a "prerence 
of (1 know not What) Modeſty or Self-denial be rurned 
away from ths. ftedfaſt bebolding ir Oh | fee Chri- 
frians, that you 'Uwelt much. an" your thoughts in your 
ſerious Muſings, in your- Divine Contemplations upon 
this Theam, endeavonring Wirhy Meſes in-all char you-do, 
in all thar you ſuffer for God, ro have' a due reſpett 
ro the recompence of the Reward.” '\Oh- ler che gliump- 
ſes of Heavens Glory cloſe up your Eyes when you 
vo”ro Bed 'ar Night, and Jer the Light, the bright 
irradiations, and Hearr-warmiag Sun-ſhine of the fame 
Glory be ſure to feaſt 'your Eyes when” firſt you 12- 
wake, every Morning ! Whilſt you live,live-in'the Hope 
of Heaven, and when you die, oh-ſtrive that'you may 
'die in the fu!l allurance of Heaven. Ger, like 
: Apes, a proſpett of Canaan, before you leave this 'Wil- 
dernefs ; and whether "you pray, whether you wreſtle 
with Temptations, wherher you reſiſt unto Blood txiv- 
ing ageinſt Sin, or whatever Ju do, do all with 
reſpe& ro this Glorious Reward, and in the: ſtrong 
Conſolation of that Eternal Reſt toward which yeu 
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are moving. This is not to. be feeding upon any for- 
bidden Fruit, bur indeed to be-gathering Apples from 
that Tree of Life which God .hamlelf hach.,p for 
This 4s not'ro be Mercenaries, but #0 -be- mo» 

z 

, DS» 


his is not: to. .be 


injure God's Goodneſs, who- looks ypon the eying of 
Heaverr and Glory in- our obedience as a poyſonous 
Corroſive to ear out the Heatt of Sinceriry : For'af 
you rightly conceive of it,-it's a-moſt-precions Sove- 
reign Cordial made up- by the Hand/of Heaven- to re- 
vive the Heart of a Chriftian when deſponding, - and ro 
_ his Faith, his Patjence;- his Hope, his Upright- 


sS, and 'all other Graces alive: - Truth is, rake awa 
Heaven from a Chriſtian, and you ſtrike him, wit 
all his 'Graces-dead at: a blow. For a Chriſtian both 
here and- hereafter, borhy Militant and Trivmphanr, he 
lives upon: Heaven: Here by Faith and hereafter by 
ſight ; here by: -Hope, -anil hereafter by the full en- 
Tyne of it”; 'now he lives militane in expeRation 

Heaven, and then he lives Trivmphante in the -e- 
—— glorious Poffefiion'of Heaven, (65) See then, 
oh Chriſtian; that thou let-nor out rhe Life Blood of 
thy Sou}; of thy Faith, and of all chy Graces, by neg- 
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leQing to have 2 ref] in-all- thy obedience to. the 
of Reward!.,Ob: pour not-out-u the 


of /Diviat:Gonfolarian which by: hexventy} Father him- 
cy gb, wherewith <- make K thy Heart, 
ro £ 


*thy-Soul, and refreſh-thy-Spirir when labou- 

—__—_ God's Vineyard ! 'Tis (nor Hiymility, ' but the 
Pride and Vanity of -a fleſhly. Mind, 'tis' nor Upright- 
nefs: bur Hypocriſy, when” Men will. not ſafer thent« 
ſelves ro -be | by God's own Arguments; - nor 
e -be. afted by the 's own Morives, nor-to live up- 
on thoſe: ſpiritual /Morſels, thoſe proviſions of Heaven 
and Glory,;- which the Lord -himſelfhath-made for them. 
Bear not then « trembling; Chriſtian, thy - own 
Sincerity, becauſe Heaven (is ſo:much in thy 'Eye, {0 
much upon thy Hearr,'and ſo much ijn thy —_—_— 
this is nothing but-that 'Banquer of Love, that the Lord 
would have. thee always to. live -upon: Come then:oh 
Believer, for 'the + Maſter. himſelf - calleth thee. Come, 
and drink of this Water of -Lijfe ; come with: me, and 
ler us gather /ſome-Cluſters of Canaan ; let us rake: a 
ſpe& to refreſh us of that holy Land ! Qh where 
uld / a Chriſtian delight.op be, but. upon-the top of 
this Piſgah, this Nebe, this: Mount 4harim, btholding 
with - Gladneſs the Celeſtial Canaan! What Pleaſure 
canſt thou have in an £eypr, in/a Babylon, in the black 
Tenrs' of Keder, when God calls thee to walk with him 
in the Galleries. of | his | Love, to: dwell . with thim 
in the Suburbs of the new Jernſalem, to live daily in 
the-warm Sun-ſhine, in the bright Reflexi6ns of Heaven, 
and Glory. Oh remember iſtian when working 
in God's Vineyard for thy berter encouragement, that 
golden Penny of Glory. which the Sun-ſer of thy Life 
will bring with it. Remember whilſt 6 mA Lord's 
Bartels againſt the (c) World the F the Devil, 
how cerrainly having overcome, thou ſhalt feed -up- 
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on” the- Tree of Life; wfiich is' in :the «mid& of the 
Pann of God! Oh think often with thy Melf 
Hand, is &t "God's: 'Plough, and- ; thow- art 
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fort upon his allowance; ſolacing' your 7 Souls 
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* W HAT mintier 6 Rewndd i236; whereunts 
God allows you's ——_o yourobedience.” 


Gy: w HAT/a + due refpot had» wit this- Reward 
wilt-:do for. you, | what. Marrow and” Fatneſs of 
Comfort'ir may Filb you "= wry condition. 


-G) Lum" ler you kne =p renee Rewardvit 


a -refpet obe- 
dg And here had Men 4nd Ao- 


had I the ] vl I finef Tarun ancies 
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ward which God Fl before +you, thar my ——_—_ 
k hone led up. with. greateſt. Jr and  cloarhed 
| - and wor dye iy Slat 


the light of a' let ZAST 
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ſare [ ſhall —_ of "this © Porious Reward, = 
- —_ be by Way n= oy = = 
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her borrowed - ao to rell » nr is the MS 
Splendour, Glory, *and Ma nce” of all-the "World. 
The! Land of Canaan” (as one witrily' obſerves) not- 
———_— all the + we 'have -is _ for: the 


 expreſion. For- who the.cehauftin 
of. good ape -, 4%, Sls Khero _s 
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ing it ,the yemoſt emphaſis of - all: daring: Hyperbo» 
les, can tell ape aan. my. Fx Arown, bow ſweet: * 
the Reſt, how glorious '# dom, how ' full and 
ſatisfatory,the Toy of | Erernal Reward will bs... What 
Tengue off Man vr Angel can fully; expreſs, how--ſofe- 
the Boſom of God's etgraal Love is wherein. his Peo- 
ple ſhallreſt -thumſelves for ever ? What Tongue can 
!2y- how. entrancing- the -light » of -God's -Countenance, 
how pleaſant the: embraces. of-2 blefled Redeemer, how 
delightful. choſe Sgulextaſying Rivers of Pleaſure are 
which run--our: at" the - Right; Hand of God. for ever» 
more ? Truth is, we cah no more-. tell the :excellency 
of a Chriſtians Reward- and the Pawers..of the Warxld 
ro' come, by: thoſe deſcriptions »thereof rhat we'-meer 
with in Holy Writ, than - owe who had never; ſeen the 
Sun ,could ' give - you @ full: account-+of' all-ir's Splen» - * 
dour, BrightneG, and. Glory, . by [the rwinkling+ of a 
lirtle Star in a Dark-Night-- (&): StuPaul thoughhe ſaw 
not- all, yet 'he ſaw more; than. whar the Tongue. of 
any Mortal; Wightis able»ro utter. And truly Cas 
' Auſtin hath it, we can better ſay what there iu00c, 
than what there 'isigr a -Chriſtian'sRewazd; fo unſpeaks- 
bly. greats the Glory of-3t- |Ler not therefore” my 
dark, amd muddy expreſſions :occalion _—_—_ any low 
conremptible Thoughts 'of this Glorious Recompence : 
Bur know that IIS CID I hall be' e- 
a+ ſpeak of ir; wall = ut a little. .ghmpſe-.of 
ight. breaking in) at- ome :crany, in compariary 
the Cog Jerzy bri a Sa what 
the Queen . of. Shebs {aid :of Swomor's Glory, the wlike 
will you when you come to Heaven ſay of this * Ir 
was a erue” TING _ in "tlie COTTON live 
ing: concerning. & reatnels » Glory of. a Qu 
ſtar's Reward, howbeir Þ ono nat ther ooo 
now-'that my Eyes have fecn ac 5 arid behold: the one | 
oo not- told me of what by ſweet. experience 4 do 
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ſo wholſom an Air, that whoever have the happineſs ta 
be made free Denizens of that new Jeruſalem, they ob- 
tain forthwith ſuch an admirable cunxgreie, . and Tempe- 
rament both of Soul and Body, that they are never trou- 
bled again with any peccant Humour, to beget either 
Grief of Soul, or Aches,,Pains, and Diſtempers of Bo+ 
dy. Hereevery one of God's Children hath bis Mouth 
filled with one Complaint or other ; this Man cries out 
his Loſſes, and that Man of his Sufferings; 1 was full, 
faith one, bur now I am empty; I did lately abound, 
ſaith another, but am now in wants ; e'rewhile, ſaith a 
third, I was bleſſed with a loving Husband, with a deax 
Wife, with mos Parents, wich many ſweet Babes, 
and choiceſt C - but now Providence hath ſepara» - 
ted berwixt me and them, and left me alone ro our-live 
all my Enjoyments; call not me Naim, call me no lon- 
er Pleaſanr, but call me Mareh, (c) for the Lord hath 
ea]r bicterly with me. Theſe daily are the ſad Com- 
plaints, and thus we may nay hear che beſt of 
God's People crying out in this Life : Sray but a while 
chough, and the Reward of eternal Life will filence 
them all, ſo rhat there ſhall be no crying our in the. 
Streets of the new Jeruſalem, no Voice ſhall be heard 
there, but thar of Joy unſpeakable, of ſweereſt Melody, 
of erernal Triumph. Oh the infinite bleſſed difference 
berwixt our condition now, and what is like ro be when 
we come to Heaven! Now weepi ng, then rejoycing, 
now groaning, then triumphing ! Now filled with Gall 
and Wormwood, then overflowing with Rivers of Plea» 
ſure! Now labouring, as in the Brick-kilns of Zgypr, 
under a fad Heart, a diſeaſed Body, a wounded Spirit ; 
under Reproach, Perſecution, and foreſt Afﬀiliftions : 
But then reſting (4) from our Labours, from ail our Toyl, 
or Tears, our ſad Thoughts, our dying Groans, our 
grievous fiery Tryals, and fo crowned with Life, Im- 
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mortaliry, and unmixed pureſt *Pleaſures at God's right 
Hand for evermore! Thou may'ſt poflibly chink i: WW 
ſtrange, Chriſtian; to find fo mach Droſs in the pureſt WP©. 
Gold, fo much Gall in thy Hony-comb, fuch a mortal WE 
Sting in every Comfort, fo dark a Cloud upon thee, 
when Enjoying the faireit Sun-fhine ; ſo much occaſion of 
Sorrow, and heart-breakirlg Sadneſs, fo much Conley 
diſapporitment, and vexation of Spirit, in all worldly 

joyments:- Bur remember the Roſe that hath no 

ori, the Honey that hath no Gall, the Day rhart hath 
no Choud, the Crown that is lined with no perplexi 
Cirey.: Wine thatis daſh'd with no bitter Wacers 

; the Joy that hath no Grief mo Sadnefs, no Af. 

fiction to allay ir, is reſerved for Heaven, as the only 
Reward of thoſe, who having finiſhed their Courſy, are 
now gathered ro the Spirits of juſt Men made perfeQ. 
As God's light, and in him there is no darkneſs ar all: 
Ss the Inhermance of (e)God's People is light, and in that 
there is nodarkneſs, nonight of Sorrow, no Tronble a 
all. There is all Joy, _y _— bur Joy ; all Com- 
forr, and nothing bur Comforrt ; all Glory, and nothing 
bur Glory ; there is all fulneſs of Pleaſure, a Cup of 4 
vine Conſolation, brimful, and nor any the Teaſt diſtaft- 
ful Ingredient to imbirter it. Here indeed Job hath hi; 
Botches, and Hezekiah his Boyl ; David bath his ulce 
ring Wound, and Lzzarw his noifom Sores; this Man 
ſpends his Days in Pain, and that Man in Sorrow ; in 
this Man the Keepers of the Houſe tremble, by reaſon of ( 
a Palfie, and in that Manrhoſe that look out at the Win. of 
dows are Darkneſs, by reaſon of Blindneſs; in one Man $ 
the Daughters of Muſick are brought low through deaf. 
neſs, and in every Man here Sin reigneth unto Dearth! , 
But the rewarded of God in Heaven, they feel none of | 
theſe things, they groan under none of theſe Burdens, no 
Sickneſs, no Sorrow, no Viper of Reproach, of Perſecy. 
tion, of ſtinging Grief, and Heart-rending Vexation 
can faſten upon them. As the upper Region of the Air, 
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1ath no Meteors, no Storms nor Tempeſts engenrad in 
it : So God's People dwelling in the higheſt ion of 
reavenly Glory, they are quite above the rexth every 
torm ; no Wind of Perſecution, Trouble, oc of any the 
eaſt Grief ſhal! ever blow upon them to diſturb theix 
eſt. When Chriſtians you come ro (f) Heaven, then 
ook you may for ſolace withour ſighing, for Comfort 
vithout Grief ; for Eaſe, withour any Pain ; for 

ithour ever being weary ; and for all fulnefs of Joy 
lory, without any Devil to tempr you, any Enemy ro 
puble you, or any the leaſt Ditappointment to «fit - 
nd make ſad your Spirits to all Erecniry ! 


(2) The Reward wherewnto God.allow: iis People a voſpe? in 
Il their Obedience, it's a finleſs Reward, clean/ing rcham per- 
ely all the reliquas of indwelling Corraption. When 

is Sun riſeth, all the Clouds of Sin will be ſcartered 
ad diſſipared for ever. Whea once you get this Crown 
bpbn your Heads, you ſhall feel no moce ſtrugling of 
:nand Corruption in your Hearts for ever. And(g)is not 
his Chriſtians, a bleſſed Reward, char brings with ir a 
tete of ſimple Perfe&tion, fo that being once poſleſſed of 

, now you ſhall never have cauſe ro complaia more of 

Body (4) of Death, of an unbelieving Heart, of an 
arthly Mind, of a drcowly Spiric, of a Law in your 
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Hoy email, Tire du'veTat wirey dvty Fall 
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(z) Non erit concupiſcentia in membris, non ultr# ulla «x- 
rget reb:Mlo carnus, ſed totus hominis flats pudictts & 
acificus ; ſana cx integro nata, fone om macula Oo 
uge permanebir, Cyprian. de Aſcent. Chriſti. $. g. pag. 
mM1h1 526; b; 

(7) Rom. 7. 23. 
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Members warring againſt the Law of your Mind, of the 
Fleſh Jutting againſt the Spirit, fo thar you cannor do 
the things - = you would, nor of an importunate croud 
of vaia, ſinful, and worldly Thoughts breaking .in upon 
you, to damp your Devorion, to _—_ your Souls, 
and to _ interrupt your Peace, your Fellowſhip, - your 
ſweeteſt Communion with Goll over all blefled tor ever? 
Here the beſt of God's People are troubled with Sin, 
dogging them whererer they go, and diſturbing them in 
every Dury : But in Heaven the whole Body of Cor- 
ruption ſhall wholly be laid afide, and their Sins neyer 
trouble them more. Even in this Life God's People have 
the ſtrength of indwelling Corruption broken that it 
cannothave any plenary and total Dominion, over them: 
Bur yet ill they looſe from the Shoar of Time, and ar: 
landed ſafe ar the Harbour of blet{d Eternity, like a con» 
becſome Inmate ic will abide with rhem.. (+) Yeton: 
thing you muſt know it is ro have Sin abiding in uz 
and anothcr thing not to obey it in the Luſt thereof Sin 
cannot Reign over any of Ced's People : Bur it will re 
main in them for the whcle time of this mortal Lifk 
Ir is mortally wounded in the weakeſt, yer not wholly 
ſlain in the ſtrongeſt. Tis dejetted and thrown down 
from the Throne of its Regency in rhe leaſt Babe 
Grace : Bur yet nor ejctted, or wholly caſt out from 
the ſtrong hold of its Inherency in thoſe that have mol 
Grace. *Tis ſubdued in all, yer nor wholly abolithed in 
any of Go1's People, whi'ft cloathed with Mortal:ty 
The whircft Swan hath her black feer; the faireſt Sum 
mer$sday (1) hath ſome milty Clouds ; the pureſt Gold, 
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(+) Mini oft hatore peccatum © aliud non obedive acfide 
yiir £115. Ang. de Nat. & grat. c. 62. Hibitat, ſed non rig: 
wat ; mines, jid von dominatu, Ai? prevalet : evullun 
grenamnmode, necdum tamen expulſuam; d-jetum, ſod ni 
proriur ©; cum rae. Bern. If. go. Ser. 10. 

(7) Ap ting ms uo av3ewmey ud vis, ml pot oy Youre 
f; iyas daySgeres. Cl:m Ii> 2 Conſt cap. 18 
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irs Grains of Allowance ; the cleareſt Fire, its ſmoaky 
Vapours : Sorhe holieſt Syint hath the Reliques (») of 
Sin, and indwelling Corruprion, during 'F whole inte- 
rim of this mortal! Life. he Lord hath left theſe Cana- 
anites, and Perizitzs, the Remainders, (I mean) of Sin, 
and indwelling Corruption in us ro be as Thorns 1n our 
Sides, and Pricks in our Eyes to keep us low, that we, 
may net be exa'red above meaſure. Hereby the Lord 
hides Pride from our Eyes, and ſo keeps us humble in the 
ſenſe ofour own Vileneſs. The Rei:ques of Indwelling 
Corruprion, are thoſe ſtinging Corrofives which ear down 
that Pride of Heart, and Se!f-admiration, to which 
the bolt of God's People are here Obnoxious. Our black 
Feer, thoſe are left chat we may rat be proud of our fair 
Feathers. For as that holy Father weil ſaith, (») we 
ſhould be apt ro grow high, aſcribing overmuch ro our 
ſelves, whilf cioathed upon with rhis mortal Fleth, did 
wegot daily live under, and accordingly fit:nd in need 
of*pardoning Mercy, like the very time that this earthly 
Tabernacle ſhall be diflolved. Atherefore Gravel, and 
Dirt is good to ballaſt a Ship, making it go ſteadily, 
and keeping it from being blownover withevery Wind : 
So the remainders of Sin, and indwelling Corruption, 
theſe keep the People of God from being overthrown 
through ride, and high rowring Thoughts of rhem- 
ſelves. (o) David's miſcarriage in the Marrer of U-i2h, did 
more deeply abaſe him, than all the Perſecutions that 
ever he mer with at the Hands of his Enemies. The 
like we may fay of Peter, who (p) till he fell, was fo weil 
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(m ) Nemo eff+ fine delitio peteſt, quamdin indumento carnis 
oneratus eſt : C1148 infirmit as triplici 200.10 f ubj ret dom'e 
nia peccati, fati;, diftis, cogitationibus. Lattant. lib. 6. 
Cap. 13. 593. 

(n) Multum autem nobis in hac carne triburremus, niſf 
ulſave ad eur de poſitionem ſub wvinid wiyromus. Aug. 
de Civit. Dei. lib. 10. cap. 11. p. 694. 

( 0) 2 Sam. 24. 

2) Mar. 26. 33. 70. 
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conceited of himſelf, that he rhought himſelf able to live 
and die with Chriſt, (9)-chough” all his fellows ſhould 
deny him. Bur afrer that foul Miſcarriage, when Chrift 
_ came to. quMtion him about his love to him, you ſhall 
hear go ſuch proud Boaſtings come from him, bur he 
ſpeak$ with a great deal of Jealouſy, and godly Trem. 
bling, which made Avguyſ/n conclude, it was much bet- 
* xer with Peter, (r) weeping over his,denial of Chriſt 
than when pleaſing himſelf wich a Preſumprtion, that he 
would nor deny him. Above ali, moſt pregnant ro this 
purpole, is the Inſtance of thar Holy Apoitle St. Paul 
who denyeth nor, bur ivgenuonſly confeſſerh,(r) that after 
he bad been wrap't up into Paradiſe, and heard unwore 
able words, {ack things aSit was not poſſible for a Man 
ro utter, there was __ him a Thorn in the Fleſh, to 
this very eng, that he might not be exalted above me+ 
ſure, nor lifted up higher in Conceit, than he was ia his 
Extaſy. "Tis reckoned (1 confeſs amongſt the firſt-bor! 
of Abſurdities, by on2 Dr. Gell, agrand Patron of finlef 
Perfe&ion, that the Lord ſhould Sffer Sin to remain in 
his own People, for to keep them humble, as if, ſaith he, 
God would have us proud, that we might nor be proud 
and Sinful, that we might not Sin againſt him. Bur he 
that hath learned to drive out one peg with another, tha 
hath ſeen the Diamond Cur with the Diamond, or fe! 
the ſearching ofa Wound, (5) ciuling Pain, that thereby 
a greater pain might be removed, will not much Þb: 
tranſported with the Dr's. Novel, Speculations, nor 
eaſily be perſwaded to count it any Abſurdiry at all, tha 
the grand Phyſician of Souls ſhould extra a ſovereign 
Treacle our of Sins rankeft Poyſon, and uſe the Blcod 
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(9) John. 21. 15. 

(r) Salubrites enim Petrus fibi diſplicuit quando flevit, 
quam ſ161 placuit quando preſumpft. Aug. de Civit. Dei. 
lib. 14. cap. 13. 

(s) Seftio dolorem rperatur, wt dolor doleve tollatwr. Avg. 
de nat. & grat. cap. 28. 
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of this deadly Scorpion to 'the Cure the ſtinging of 
the Scorpion. For though Sin be not in itlelf ave- 
dium per ſe, nor the cauſe of any good any»more than 
Venom or Poyſon of Health : Yet by the Wiſdom of the 
reat God it is made conducible to the humbling of his 
eople who might caſily if PerfeQtly cleanſed therefrom 
be exalted ro think of themſelves above what they oughbe 
roghink. They Trurh is, it's not Sin buc the Senſe of 
Sin remaining Which is a means to humble us. And as 
Grace accidentally cauſeth rhe Sin of Pride : So our Sins 
accidently may cauſe the Grace of Humility, Though 
hen the Relicks of invoalling; Corruption be evil, and 
to be ſtriveg with all earneſtnefs againſt : Yer the due 
Senſe of indwelling Corruption is good, and with all dili- 
gence to be laboured for, as that which (if any thing 
can) will be fure ro hide Pride from our Eyes and 
keep us low. "Nor doth ir any thing ar all incommodare 
the point in Hand, what is ſo commonly objeted 
againſt it by our Adverſaries: (With whom, to the Grief 
of my Spirit, I find a reverend Brother roo rafhly ſym- 
bolyzing)thar if we were perfeQly ſanQtified, we ſhould be 
K@ly humble, and then there would be na coom far 
ride. For whilſt cloathed with Mortality the beit of 
God's People are but in the way, not come to their 
Journeys end, not arrivedat the _ Harbour of cheir 
Eternal Reſt, where only and not eife + where they hail 
ſo be confirmed in Grace as not to ſtand in need of thoſe 
fnany peculiar helps, which now-they do. "Tis rrue, were 
we wholly freed from all the Remainders of Sin, made 
perfe&ly holy, and withal confirmed in a ſtate of Grace, 
then there woult be no more danger of Pride than now 
there 1s amongſt» glorious Angels, and the Spirirs 'gf 
juſt Men made perfe& : Bur were we only perfeftly 
made Holy and not confirmed as the Angels are in 
ſuch a ſtare,there would ſtill be as much danger of Fide, 
and of loſing all again, by Self-admiration, as theie was 
m. Adam and the Apoſtare Angels ; fo eaſily might we 
ſyrfeit upon, and have our Hearrs over-charged with 
proud over-weaning Thoughts. PerfeQion in Holineſs 
chen, and a full diſchagge from all the rclicks of Sin 
D would 
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conceired of himſelf, that he rhoughr himſelf able ro live 
and die with Chriſt, (9) though” all his fellows ſhould 
deny him. Bur afrer that foul Miſcarriage, when Chriſt 
came to.quMtion him about his love to him, you ſhall 
hear go ſuch proud Boaſtings come from him, bur he 
ſpeak$ with a great deal of Jealouſy, and godly Trem- 
bling, which made Avguſ/n conclude, it was much ber- 
" xer with Feter, (r) weeping over hisgdenial of Chriſt, 
than when pleaſing himſelf with a Preſumption, that he 
would nor deny him. Above ali, moſt pregnant ro this 
purpole, is the Inſtance of thar Holy Apoſtle St. Pal, 
who denyeth nor, bur ipgenuouſly confeſſerh,(r) that after 
he had been wrap't up into Paradiſe, and heard unword- 
able words, Jack things as it was not poſſible for a Man 
To utter, there was Fen him a Thorn in the Fleſh, ro 
this very eng, that he might not be exalted above mea- 
ſure, nor lifted up higher in Conceit, than he was in his 
Extaſy. "Tis reckoned (1 confeſs amongſt the firſt-born 
of Abſurdities, by on2 Dr. Gell, agrand Patron of finleſs 
Perfe&tion, that the Lord ſhould ſuffer Sin to remain in 
his own People, for to keep them humble, as if, ſaith he, 
God would have us proud, that we might nor be prod, 
and Sinful, that we might not Sin againſt him. Bur he 
that hath learned to drive out one peg with another, that 
hath ſeen the Diamond Cur with the Diamond, or felt 
the ſearching ofa Wound, (5) ciuling Pain, that thereby 
a greater pain might be removed, will not much be 
tranſported with the Dr's. Novel, Speculations, nor yer 
eaſily be perſwaded to count it any Abſurdiry at all, that 
the grand Phyſician of Souls ſhould exrrat a ſovereign 
Treacle our of Sins rankeſt Poyſon, and uſe the Blcod 
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(a) John. 21. rs. 

(r) Salubrives enim Petrus fibi diſplicuit quands flevit, 
quam ſibi placuit quando preſumpfit. Aug. de Civit. Dei. 
lib. 14. cap. 13. | 

(s) Sefio dolorem operatur, wt dolor dolere tollgtwr. Aug. 
de nat. & grat. cap. 28. 
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of this dead] Soo to 'the Cure the ſtinging of 
rhe Scoenith.* For gh Sin be not in GclIE one 
dium per ſe, nor the cauſe of any good any-more than 
Venom or Poyſon of Health : Yet by the Wiſdom of the 
rear God it is made conducible ro the humbling of his 
eople who might caſily if Perfe&tly cleanſed efrom 
be exalted ro think of themſelves above what they ougbe 
roghink. They Truth is, it's not Sin but the Senſe of 
Sin remaining Which is a means to humble us. And as 
Grace accidentally cauſerh rhe Sin of Pride : So our Sins 
accidently may cauſe the Grace of Humility. Though 
Then the Relicks of indwelling Corruption be evil, and 
to be ſtrivey with all earneſtnefs againſt : Yer the due 
Senſe of indwelling Corruption is good, and with all dili- 
gence to be laboured for, as thar which (if any thing 
can) will be fure ro hide Pride from our Eyes and 
keep us low. Nor doth it any thing ar all incommodate 
the point in Hand, what 15 ſo commonly objeQted 
againſt it by our Adverſaries: (With whom, ro the Grief 
of my Spirir, I find a reverend Brother roo rath'y ſym- 
þolyzing)thar if we were perfeQly ſanfified, we ſhould be 
realy humble, and then there would be no room for 
Pride. For whilſt cloathed with Mortality the beit of 
God's People are but in the way, not come to their 
Journeys end, nor arriveÞat the | As Harbour of their 
Eternal Reſt, where only and not eife - where they thai! 
{o be confirmed in Grace as not to ſtand in need of thoſe 
fnany peculiar helps, which now-they do. "Tis rrue, were 
we wholly freed from all the Remainders of Sin, , made 
perfe&ly rg and withal confirmed in a ſtate of Grace, 
then there would be no more danger of Pride than now 
there is amongſt» glorious Angels, and the Spirirs 'of 
juſt Men made perfe&: But were we only perfeftly 
made Holy and not confirmed as the Angels are mn 
ſuch a ſtare;there would ſtill be as much danger of Wide, 
and of loſing all again, by Self-admiration, as thete was 
in. Adam and the Apoſtare Angels ; ſo eaſily might we 
ſarfeir upon, and have our Hearts gver-charged with 
proud over-weaning Thoughts. PerfeQtion in Holineſs 
chen, and a full diſchazge from all the relicks of Sn 
' D 4 would 
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would nor be ſufficient ſecuriry againſt Pride, and Self- 
zd4miration, unleſs the Lo1d ſhould ſuperadd therero con- 
firming Gracg : Bur this were to deſtroy order, to jum- 
ble Heaven, and Earth; Grace, and Glory together ; 
this were indeed ro confound the State militant of 
Vicatores, with the, ſtare triumphant of Comprebenſores ; 
which rhis Wiſdom of the God of order permitreth 
not. So rhat Chriſtians, in this Life a Sinleſs perfe&ion 
is a Nonenity; you may as well expe a Garden with- 
out any Weeds, a Sun-ſhine without any Cloud, a 
Body® without any peccant Humour, as a Soul with 
out all reliques of Sin and indwelling Corruption. 
(a) Why elſe doth Chriſt dire&t us to Pray daily for 
Pardon of Sin? We renew Sin daily, and therefore 
ftand in meed of Daily forgiveneſs : So much doth 
thar Petition imply, unleſs we could imagin ourſelves 
bound ro mock God, ingering what we have no need 
of. If any Man dare be ſo hardy as to go before 
God with the Proud Phariſee telling the Lord, (5) he is 
ſo pure, ſo Holy ſo perfeftly free from Sin, that he 
neederh no Jonger his pardoning Mercy ; let him g6 
to, and ſee whar will come of it : But as for me and 
all the Lord's People, 1 defire we may ſtill be found 
3a the poor (:) Publicen's poſtare ſmiring upon our Breaſt, 


—— 


Cs) Matth. 6. 12. ; 

Duam meceſſarie, quam providenter, & ſalubriter” admone- 
xy quod peccatores ſum, qui pro peccatis rogare compeliimur, , 
ut dum indulgentia de Deo petitur, conſciengie ſue animus re- 
eordetur. Nequis fibi quaſi innocens placeat, cum innocens ne- 
wo ſit, & ſe extollendo plus pereat ; infirilitur & aucetur pec- 
care ſe quotidie, dum quotidte pro peceatis jubetur orare. Cypr: 
de Orar. Dom. Lib. p. 314. 

) Neſtra juſtitia putins peccatorum remiſſione conſtat quam 
perfetFione wirrutum. Avg. de Civit. Dei. Ib. 19. c. 27. p. 
530. Luke 18. 10, 14. 

(c) Ir conſpeftu judicir miſericordir, & juſfti, non eff accepra 
ſ.perba jatatio benorum operum, ſed humilis confeſſis peccate- 
17:2.) Flgent, Epiilt. 3. ad Prob! pag. 510, 4 
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and praying in the_due ſenſe of our own vileneG, 
Lord be merciful to us Sinners! (4) Why elſe are 
we every where called upon in holy Scripture ro go 
on towards every Qtion to grow in Grace, and 
daily to be cleanſing ourſelves from all filrthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, if the Work be already done? If 
for the whole, time of this Mortal Life God's People 
ruſt be growing in Grace (as I never yet met with 
the Man- that durit deny it) what 's Solaciſm is it to 
talk of a finleſs PerfeFion ? Whatever is ſtill in a 


agrowing wa that_ certainly is not come to its 
ull 


Srature ,urmoſt 'marurity.. (-) Why elſe doth 
every Bran@h in Chriſt ſtand in need of being purged 
by the Father ſo long as it bears Fruit unto God, 
if here we can be perſettly free from Sin ? Every branch 
ſaith Chriſt in me that bringeth forth Fruir, he purg- 
eth it that ir may bring forth more Fruit. What is it 
that God purgeth our of Believers but Sin ? And yet 
of every Believer bearing Fruit in Chriſt, is it not 
ſaid that God thug” purgerh” them? There 4s no Man 


vin the World no branch in'Chriſt, chough never {© 


fruitful and flouriſhing, but this Text doth undenyab] 
prove him to have many Juxuriances to be lopped off 
and many ſuperfluous ars "of Sih to be purged 
out, Why elſe do the beſt of all God's People ſtand 
in need of Chriſt as a ſpiritual Phyſician for, the whole 
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(4d) 2 Cor. 7. 1. 2 Per. 3: 18. 

Profeftd qui dedie in diem r:mnovatur nondum totus eff ren- 
vatus. Aug. Juſtitia quamdiu augeri poreft, profetto illud 
minus eff quam debet, ex vitio eft, Aug. Epilt. 29. 

(e) Nemo tam ſanttus eft ut non ſanfior, nemo tam devetus 
ut 1108 debeat efſe devotior. Ruis enim in hujus vite conſtitutrs 
incerts curriculs, aut immunu 4 tentatione, aut liber videatur 
4 culps ? Quir eff qui nihil virtutis fibi adjici, aut qua nihil 
wvitii ſibs optet auferri ? 'Proſp. Epig. $8. d. 

John 15. z. 
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Time of this Life, if here perfeQtly cleanſed from 
all their Sins, and healed of all their ſpiritual Wounds ? 
Common Senſe will rell Aug » that as 'tis needleſs 
to keep on a Plaiſter w the Wound is made 
whole every whit, or to adminifter purgative me- 
dicines when the peccant Humour is wholly evacu- 
ated : So 'twere needleſs for God's People to make 
uſe of Chriſt as 'a ſpiritual Phyſician, defiring him all 
their Life to exerciſe his healing Virtue upon them, 
could they here be compleatly healed of all their ſpiri- 
rual diftempers, and made verfatpin Holineſs. (f) For 
the whole need not the Phyſician but f&y that are ſick. 
So that either we muſt acknowledg? ounſelves to be 
ſick, or Chriſt tells us we have no fited of him. And 
indced to preach up the DoQrine of- an abſolute per- 
feftion in this life,” is as much Antichriſtian 'as any fling 
F know,'being a moſt deadly blow at Chriſt our ſpi- 
ritual Phyſician, and a Stratagem deviſed nor only in 
Rome, but in Hell ir ſelf ro put the Lord Chriſt quite 
out of Office, and his Blood out of Dare for the healing 
of Sinners by making them believe they are perfeRly, 
whole,and ſo neither need him to ſave them,nor a Plaiſter 
his precious Blood to heal them. ( g) Bur in a word, 
how come all People for this interim of Morrtali- 
ty to be daily obnoxious to many ſad Preſſures, AMi- 
&ions, Calamities, and at laſt to Death irſelf, if peffe&- 
ly freed from all the Relicks of Sin and indwellin 
Corruption ? Whether God may not by his abſolut 
Power and Sovereignity adjudge Man without any con- 


Lid ec. 
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(f) Matth. 9. 14. ' 
morbos, tolle oulnera, Cx nulla eff medicine cauſs. Aug. 
Ser. 9. de verb. Dom. 

(x) Ub: onnus abeft culpa, ibi calamitates, dolores, morbi 
adeogie ipſa mors habere locum non poſſunt. Maccov. 

Nift enim preceſſiſſet in petcats. mors anime, nuwquanm cor- 
poris mors in ſupplicio ſequeretur, Home in terram carne non 
iret : fi terra piccando non fieret. . Fulgent. de Incarnart.cap. 
12. Pag. 734. fide- 
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ſideration of Sin to Eternal Miſery is a Queſtion much 
agitated, nor would. the affirmative deciſion of it at all 
invalidate the ſtrength of this argument : not only be- 
cauſe ſuch a thing would be per modum ſimplicis crucratus, 
and nor per modum pang which hath always a reſpe& ro 
vindicarive Juſtice,preſuppoſing ſome guilt or demerir iq 
the Perſon upon whom 'ris inflicted ; bur chiefly becauſe 
whatever God may do by his abſolute Power and So- 
vereignity, yet there is pothing more evident in holy 
Writ, than that God never afflicts any Man bur he that 
is the ſubje& of Sin, ladeed whereever God pardoneth 
Sin, there he dgth alſo_remove all puniſhment properly 
ſo called, never affliting the Righteous Man 'in or- 
der to the ſatisfying of his own Juſtice: Nor. always 
with reſpe&t ro their Sins ( though for the moſt 
it is ſo) as we may ſce in Job, whoſe Calamities were 
rather exerciſes of his Grace than correQtives of any 
vice in him: (b) But yer whereever we ſee affliti- 
ons ruſhing in upon oy Forge we muſ: needs con- 
clude that Sin was the Hand which made the breach 
whereever we ſeeany Mans Teeth fer an edge, we muſt 
naeds conclude that Sin was; thoſe ſowgr* Grapes 'which 
made Way for'it ; it being a certain Truth, that were 
we perfeQtly freed from Sin, we ſhould know no Saor- 
row. Though ſome affliftions are nor ſent, our direQly 
inſt, yer every affliction is a ſad tonſequene apd 
eſtimony of indwelling Corruption. (7) The oh, 


* of Rods at our back faith plainly there is yer Folly 


bound up in our Hearts: And whatever Calamities we 
are here tubje& ro, do clearly evince us to be Nill the ſub- 
jects in whom Sin abideth. Let our Adverſaries if they 
can give us but one inſtance, whereever God afflited 
an innocent Perſon, or ſhew us the Man that- was whol- 
ly free from Sin, and yet liableto Sorrow. (4) Cer- 
rainly as Afﬀlittions do daily, give birth ro the Saints 


i) Jer. 2. 17. 


() Quis ſentio panam, recog its culpam. Greg. 
(#) Lam. 3. 39- 
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complaints : So rheir Sins do daily give birth to ſuch 
AﬀMiQions. Whar isit that makes all mankind rot like 
a Pomegranet, ſhiver like a Por-ſherd, ſplinter like a Ve- 
nice Glaſs, corrupt like a Standing-pool, and molder a» 
way like Sedoms Apples into Aſhes, bur Sin * Sin ir is 
that infefts our pureſh Air, that damps our richeſt Mines, 
that poyſons our ſweereſt Daiaries, that lays Thorns in 
our ſofteſt Beds of Down, that undermines Palaces, pulls 
down Crowas, ſhakes Thrones, and ruinates Kingdoms. 
This 1s the Mother of a!l our Trouble, rhe occaſion of 
all our Grief; the Gall in our ſweereſt y ; the Thorn 
that grows up with our moſt fragrant Rolls; the Worm- 
w that 1imbarters all our Comforts ; the inlet to Pover- 
ry in our Eſtates, to Sickneſs in our Bodies, and indeed 
ro a whole lad of Heare-breaking Miſeries ; 'tis the ef- 
genderer of Tears in our Eyes; the cauſe of all Sighs and 
deep fercht Groans, which make fad our Hearrs every 
Day ; 'tis the Harbinger of Death, and that which doth 
inavoidably uſher in our final diffoturion. The Natura- 
liſts wil! rel] you thar were it not for Vapours aſcend- 
ing there woulg be no Thunder nor Storms: To be ſure all 
our Thunder-claps do proceed from our own malignant 
Vapours, nor ſhould we be troubled with any Storm of 
affliction, were it not-tor theſe Sins and Corruprions 
that abide if. us. (/) For when once we are perteQtly 
freed from a!l the Re'iques of indwelling Corruption, we 
Mall hear no mort of any AMiGtion : Bur ſhall quite be 
paſt, and our of rhe reach of all ſuffering, ſo ſoon as ever 
we ar? paſt a poſſibility of inning. Rejoice then and life 
up your Heads all you that have found Sin an heavy 
Burden, like a Gravel in your Bowels, like Fire in your 
Banes, and like Poyſon drinking up your Spirits; the re- 
ward of Eternal Life will infallibly Prove the death 
of all your Sins. There 1s a fourfold ſtare of Man 
which reſpeQing the point in Hand is vaſtly different : 
A ſtate of innocency before the Fall, a Rtate of Nature 
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l) Crum a nob:s amata fuerit omni iniquitas, nulla remane- 


bit infirmitas. Fulgent. ad Traſimwnd. hb. 3. pag. 370. | 
in 


-% 


—». 


For the Comfort of Ston's Mourners. 387 


Cn eee 


in the Fall, a ſtare of Grace after the Fall, a ſtare of Glo- 
ry above the Fall. In the State of Innocency Man mighr, 
but would not abſtain from Sin ; in rhe Srtate of Nature 
Man neither can nor will forbear finning ; in the ſtate 
of Grace Man would, but cannot be wholly free from 
Sin ; bur in the ſtate of Glory Man neither will nor can 
have any the leaſt Sin abiding in him. And if any thing, 
I am ſare this is welcome news to you that know the bir- 
rerneſs of Sin, that find whenever you would be good. 
Evil is preſent with you ; rhat groan continually under 
that Body of which you carry about you; thar 
complain. ever®Day of Sin as that which binders your 
Communion with a precious Chriſt, diſturbs the quier 
of your minds, makes Duty a wearineſs ro you, cools 
the hear, damps the vigour, and blaſterh the Comfort 
of all your ions, turning your poor diſtreſſed 
Hearts into a very Dunghil of all unclean and noyſom 
Luſts. Sin in the Heart 1s like the Leproſy in the Houſe, 
that would not out till the Houſe was pulled down : 
Thus though Sin may cleave to you for the whole time 
of rhis Lite, when once your earchly Tgbernacles are 
diſfolved, now Chriſt comes ro reward you, ro ſer the 
Crown upogs your Heads, rv receive you into Erernal 
Manſions of Glory, ſo that Sin and your Souls ſhall 
be parred never to meet again to all Erernity. m) Here 
in many things we offend all : But in Heaven we ſhall 
none of us offend in any thing at all. (=) Here if ws 
ſay we have no Sin, we deceive our ſelves ; if with any 
Sin we enter into Heaven we muſt deceive the infinicely 
wiſe God, who never admirs of us there rill perfetly 
cleanſed from all our Sins. (s) On Earth there is no 
Man that finneth not : () in Heaven there is no Man 
that either doth or can fin. (49) That Sin which is now 
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(m) Jam. 3. 2. 
(») 1 John. 1. 8, 10. 
(e) 1 King. 8. 46. 
) Ecclet. 7. 20. 
2) r Chron. 6. 36. 
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only ſo far mortified thar it cannor reign over you : Shall 
then be totally aboliſhed thar it may not remain in vor, 
God's People are now like the Moon-light'in rhe Lord, 
bur” yet as the Moon ſo they have their ſpots and blemi- 
ſthes : But then they ſhall be as the Sun in irs Noon-day 
brightneſs, (r) wholly light and unchatgeably, Glorious, 
nor having ſpot or wrinkle, or ary fuch thing. Grace 
indeed doth weaketi Sin in rhe Sou), enabling ir to 
refiſt the Temprarions of Saran : But the recompence of 
Frernal Glory will wholly aboliſh. the former © and deliver 
from the latter. (4) As Joſbur rook the Kings, and 
ſhuc them up in the” Cave ar Makkedsþ tilf the Batre! was 
over : (5) So God reftrains and ſhuts vp Sin in the 
Cave of our Body till our Warfare be' fiaiſhed ; bur then 
he wilt utrerly deftroy them all. That Crown of Righ- 


_ reouſneſs which ſhall now be ſet upon” your Heads, it 


will perfe&tly eaſe you of .cvery weight and the Sin that 
dorh fo eafily befer you dividing like Meſ#s"s Rod rhe Wa- 
rers of indwelling Corruption, and ſo making a' free paſ- 
ſage for you into the heavenly Canaan ! So thar havin 
this Crownf@pon thy Head,now t It never nor 
Chriſtian, have 'canfe to complain : oh Pride, oh my 
Hypocriſy, oh ay outſidedneſs, oh my vile affeQtions, 
oh my carnal earthly deceirful Heart ; bur ſtanding upon 
the Shore of BI Erernity, thou ſhalt ſee a!l theſe E- 
£yptians lie dead'on the red Sea of Chriſt's Blood, never a- 
ny more to perplex thee, nor any more to trouble thee, 
nor any more to | arg Heart and wound thy Spiric 
to all Ecernity ! Oh this is the bleſſed cime wherein the 
Garden of thy Sou! ſhall no more be incumbred with any 
ſuch noyſom Weeds ! (c) This is the Funeral of all thy 
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(») E C 5. 27. 
(a) Teens IO. 24. 25. 

(b) Abſorprd ergo marte in viftoris, nulla erit anime, car- 
niſ-ve corruptie. Fulgent. de paſl. pag. 370. 

(c) Genus iliud percati quod toties conturbat nos goncupiſcentias 
loquor & deſideria mals reprimi quidem drbet & pateſt per gra- 
tiam Dei ut non regnet. in nobis ; ſed non tjicitur niſi in morte. 
Bern. fer. 6. de advent. Dom. Sins 
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tor mb ASAT 
day of Jo e, U ry ? is it 
Coy that is now thy- greateſt Sorrow, daily 
Burden, thy continual Trouble, but only rhe remgindbrs 
of Sin, =_y indwelling Corruption ? - Well, Kjoyce 
Chriſtian, and be exceeding glad, the time is at hand, 
when all theſe 4chans that trouble thy Peace ſhall be florr. 
ed ro death ; all theſe Joneb's which cauſe fo many Storms 
in thy Soul ſhall be thrown over-board. - And all thoſe 
Egyptian Luſts that daily purſue-rhee, as unwilling ro Jet 
thay 2 250m, ſhall all -of then be drowned, ' and e- 
verlaſtingly overwhelmed, as: Phorocþ and his Hoſt in the 
Raging One ongyar or pr =» — = will 
uite dr eve in in ut; and 
- perfectly cleanſe thee _ all Filhinefs, and Poltu- 
tion, as thy Heartean deſire to be ! : | 


* 


(3) THE Reward whereunts God allows his People ' & ve- 
ſpe# in all their | Obedience, it's # ſuitable Reward. This 
Reward doth ſo puntually hit the Condirion of an im- 
mortal Soul, the Miſeries, the Wanrs, the Defires of ir, 
as nothing in thegWorid beſides can do. Be your pre- 
ſent Troubles never ſo many, your Neceflities never {© 
urgeat, your Deſires never ſo enlarged: Yet rhe Re- 
compence of eternal Glory, it affords a r ſupply to 
them all, anſweri Trouble with a ſuirable Comt- 
fort, every ers 7 he ſaicable Mercy, every De- 
ſire with aſuitable to fill up and ſarisfie ir. Here 
is Bread of Life tofeed the h , and ſincere Milk to 
nouriſh the Weak, (#) and the Wine of divine Conſola- 
tion to comfort che Diſconſolate, and white Robes to 
adorn the naked, and Rivers of living Water to refreſh 
the Thirſty, and an- erernal Sabbath of Reft for all char 
are now weary! This Reward is Manna cujuflther faporis ; 
like the Manna prepared for God's People in the Wilder- 
ne, which they ſay had that very traſt and reliſh m e- 
very "Man's Mouth that pleaſed him beſt. Here -if one 
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thing ſuice well with ns Deſires, yet another goes 
crols, or if one thing ariſwer your ExpeRations, yer 
in ſome other » or Comforr, ou are often 
diſappointed: Oh but the Reward of heavenly Glo- 
IY, NN will anſwer your Defires, this will anſwer all 
your Wants, your Grievances, your, ſorrowful Sighs, 
and careful Groans, accommodating it felf moſt exattly 


ro longing Expettations in all things. Ever 
Soul bn this Lite, is a very Compound SE maniOd Miſe- 
ries, Wants, and heart-breaking Diſtrefſess* Burt as it is 
ſaid of Mony, that anſwers all things, ſo this Reward, it 
anſwers them all, and removes them all.,What is ir poor 
Child of God, thar thou ſtandeſt in moſtheed of?Whart are 
thy Wounds that moſt pain thee, 'thy Troubles that moſt 
oppreſs"thee, and what are thy daily Burdens that lie 
moſt heavy upon thy Spirit to grieve and affli&t thee ? 
What is ir after whuch thy Heart doth fo pant, and breath, 
ſo impatiently long for ? Oh it may be thou art now 
+= y diſtrefled : But this Reward ir will 
give thee a Writ of Eaſe fromall thy Pain, notſufferin 
thee to groan under them any er. Ir may be wir 
Zien, thou ſirteſt with Tears upon Checks, weeping 
bicterly in the Night: - Oh bur this Reward, ir will bring 
in fulneſs (5) of Comfort, wiping away all Tears from 
thy Eyes. Thou may it poſſibly go mourning, and be 
i down, by reaſon of great AﬀiQtion: Oh bur this 
Reward, it will give thee the Qyl of Gladneſs, and 
make chee lift up thy Head with everlaſting rejoycing ' 
Poflibly thy Sins, thy Unbelief, thy Unfrunfulnels, thy 
hardneſs of Heart, thy want of love to God, andourdear 
Lord Jeſus, theſe rrouble and affiit thy Spirit: Oh bur 
this Reward, it deſtroys all qur Sins, turns faich into 
open Viſion, Hope into full Fruition, crowning all our 
Graces, how weak toever here, with fullneſs and everlaſt- 
ing Perfeftion ! If rhou groan becauſe thy Pilgrimage is 
prolonged, and thou dwelleſt as it were in the Tents of 
Kedar : Oh remember this Reward, it will bring thee 
home to thy Farher's Houſe, . itwill gather thee to the 


(b) Iſaiah 35. 10. | 
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Spirics.of juſt Men made perfe&, ic will change BY Se 

dom into a Zien,. it will rucn, the Brick-kilas m_ 

to Canaan's Golden Mines, and the barren wi 

of this World, wherein thou now wandreſt gn 

like a pdor diſtreſſed Pilgrim, this Reward ge 

itinro the Garden of God, into the heavenly Paradi 

ro a ſpiritual Een," full of pureſt Deigho, and Qivine 
wma, on K's 

op rem ms Carriages, dai- 

Ja Troubles, roger, wes achgre nn >. ſe th is 
ar Tear Ch ife, thr Qenlkey, ork Hearrs deſire ; 

oh Ys it will make thee ro 

- et (c) the da of thy num"e th it will put thee in« 
e Boſom of thy deareſt Lord, ir willtuen ch = 

into Joy, that never be taken from thee. 

ous c_ a ky> 9mm IOe $ ed his ach harir's 

the very er your vore, very Balm your 

Wound, the very Voice of Joy to your pn; in heavi- 

nels, the "char ks fo grievouſly rele you oral 

your Storms that have ſo grievoully 

variety of Expreſſion, made uſe of by te 

ſhadow our the tranſcendent Bxcellenc of th pA 

doch moſt clearly gyince rhe ſuitable of it. ro allctie 

Wants, rap es, and deſires ofvan immortal. Soul. If 

the Soul be Rodged from its earthly 'T , this 

Reward (d) provides Manſions'of Glory" comfor- 

table Entertainment thereof in aritorher World. If a Man 

be hungr < it's a pot of hidden Manna to feaſt him. If 

forrowful (e) irs the Joy of the Lord to comfort him. 

om fore = be thirſty, (f) it's Rivers of Pleafure at 

t Hand for evermore, to cool and refreſh him. 
Ifar any ah 1 


walk in darkneſs, (x) and have no 4ight in 
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(c) John 16. 20, 23. 

(4) 2 Cor. 5. 1. 

(e) Rev. 2. 17. 

VERN) 25. 21. 

( 16. 
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him, (6) it is the Inheritance of the Saints in if 
any Man walk in the valley of the ſhadow of ,it'sa 
Crown of Life, (7) like a bed-cordial to revive him. 


If Man ſuffer Nakednefs, for Ri couſneſs ſake, i it's 
NY ns ofSalvation to cloath him, it's white 
Robes of Glory to hide the Shame 0 


:isNakedneſs.If an 
Man lofe Houſes, or Lands, for Chris, it's an Inheri- 
tance, incorruptible, ary gs had that oe _—_ 
away, reſerved in Heaven for hi in. 
char hath lo ack Wong. troubled, throug kh 


7M Ca ahh 6reting his g_# fey 
hey be ſhorr 
_ acrlng nm 


ons it's a far 
_— nth of (m) Glory, Oh 
_ is this Reward, that a 
in any Diſtreſs, nor labour ny Wear, 
bite is Reward.will afford ſupply of Comforr, giving 
eſe ro ll thr axe now in pain  Dorimane e 
oe bads ne ducchperns/ = heavineſs, and ny — cha now 
heavy laden, the ſweet enchea- 
rag Boon of A Col Einiane fot their eternal caſeful 
epoſe 


(4) THE Reward - dap Ged allows his People # Reſpef? 


'n al ence, it's # ſure Reward, So you may hind 
K a oy ig whoſe Breaſt-all the Lines 
of Wiſd ir (rover Center. (n) The 


Wicked worketh a 6 bur ro him that 
ſowerh Righteouſneſs, ſhall be a ſure Reward. Both the 
Righteous, and the Wicked are Men of aCtive Spirits ; 
a the Works of the Wicked they prove abortive, pro- 
ing allgood, but expoſing to Miſery, and fo deceive 


Ch) Col. r. 12. 


Ck) 1 Per. 1. 
{) Rev. 14. 13. 
m) 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
(») Prov. 11. 18. 
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ExpeQation : But the Righteous, he never meers with 
_ ſuch ſad Diſappointment, but as the Harveſt naru- 
rally follows the Seed-time, fo after a ſhort Seed-rime of 
Grace, will ſpring up as the never failing fure 
Reward &f ſuch a Perſon, a tyll crop of eternal Glory. So 
(o)-rhat you ſee rhe Text, though bur ſhort, doth yet car- 


ry in itboth B and uriing ; both Life, and Death ; 
both Heaven, and Hell: B CHER, _ i gn Fin 
ell, as 


Crown the ous ; Curſin 
which he be the Portion of all che Ungodly. 


The Wicked he worketh the work of a Lie; rhar is, a 
ſinful Work, every Sin being a Lie, and ſuch a Work, 
thar albeir, it tells us a fair rale, yet it will miſerably de- 
ceive.us at laſt, betraying'us into the Hands of Wrath, 
Hell, znd eternal unpreventable Burnings : But«the 
Righteous he worketh uprightly, ſerving the Lord in Spi- 
ritand in Truth, and therefore the Reward of Truth ſhall 
be given him ; that is, the Reward of Life, of Heaven, 
an al Glory, which the Truth, and Fairhfulneſs of 
God ftand engaged for. Hence the Apoſtle ſpeakipg of 
eternal Life, (p) he tells us that God, whou ca lie, 
hath promiſed -i> : Giving us clearly ro underſtand there- 
by, that it's as poſflible for the God of Truth to be im+ 
peached of lying, as for thoſe thar are Heirs of the'Þro- 
mif>, to fall ſhort of erernal Life. "This 1 the fame 
Apoſtle bold to tell us, (q) that it's « Rightedhs thin 
with God to give a Writ of Eafe, (r) an eternal S:bbatk 
of Reſt to (s) thoſe that are now troubled -fogr Righteouſ- 
neſs ſake; implying, that it were an uarightreous rhin 
with God to do otherwiſe. Only we muſt nor think 
that it were an unrighreousthing with God, nor ro give 
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(o) Gal. 6.8. 
0, Tir. 1. 2. 
(9) 2 Thel. 1. 6, 7. 
7) Heb. 6.10, 
6 Si Domin:as enim obliviſceretur operam fideliun fur, 
ec 05 remuner aret , uicunque injuſtur putaritur, quod ommine n2- 
fas off dicers, Haymo in loc. 
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the Reward of eternal Glory to the Righteous, becauſe of 
any Condignity in them, whereupon to Claim it, or be- 
cauſe of any (r) Wark done by them <equivaJent thereto : 
Bur becauſe it wou'd argue him inconitant, mugable, and 
unfaithful, ſhould he fail rogmake good the WofY that is 
gone out of his Mouth, or not render Heaven and Glory, 
to whom he hath graciouſly promiſed ir. So that Righte- 
outneſs here, and elfe-where, is not taken ſtrictly for Ju- 
fiice, properly fo called, as if Man coujd doany thing to 
oblige God, or that thou!d be proportionite in Worth and 
Dignity to eternal Glory ; for berwixtthe great God and 
his Creatures, there is no ſuch Juſtice: Bur it's taken 
for his: Truth and Faichfulneſs, which dorh yer in a 
ſort eblige him to Crown with Immortality, and Glory 
his awn People, and they may urge him with his Promite, 
though fill heizs a Debtor ro none bur his own Fidelity. 
Or it you will have A»/!in's Thoughts in the caſe, he 
tells you thar God hath m:de himſelf, a Debtor ro us, 
albeir, he be D-btor tu non2 : Not. by receiving any 
thing ram us ; bur by promiſing («) what he pleaſed ro 
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(t) Queniam Deus fibi devitor eff, ut agat condecenter 
pox? C0 it banit ati ſuc ; ui ſcipſum negar#no piteſt; ita 
non debt alitd fe i:dignum facere. Arrowl!. Tat. 1. 3. c. 3. 
Cum-omma noſtra ex Deo fiut guec quiſquam q::i29iam deacrit pro 
quo fibi a Deo retribuatur, fre in iplo ju/ttr.a nou eſt. Aq. v. 


queſt. 21. art. 1. Afaont. $h4m eft autem quoa inter Deum © 
honinem ct maximn ind qtealit as, (ia infinitum FI... aijtan: ) 


Aq. 1 a2 d q 114.®. T.C Debitorem Dom:nus iple le fecir, 
mou nccrpienao | 7 p77 tttenas, Aug. in Pf. 83. Debitor enim: 
faFus i nen aliqu:d 3 nobis accipienas, ſed quea ei placuis 


promittenuno. Ilew de verb Apoit. 16. 

(n) Ni ered it promtreviti, fiienter promiſum repetit: pro- 
9n:[/um Guia ex mm (ericordia, [cd jam ex juſtitia perſolyen- 
dum. Bern. de grat & lib. Arb. Juſte jazn &r ex dedivo 
Fequiritur Quoarungu? oct grants promiucitur, Idem abid, 
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us. And thus tho it were our of Mercy that eternal Life 
is promiſed: Yet ir is now of juflice to be given to thoſe 
thar can p'ead rhe Promiſe. $o rhart what the Apoſtle 
faith of 04's pardoning Mercy, may weil be accomme- 
dared here.ro bis remi n;ratiyye Goodrets. It weby pa- 
tient cont.nu nce in well-doing, feck for Glory and Ho» 
nour, and Immortality, the Lord is faithful and juſt ro 
Crown us with Life (2) everlaſting, being many rimes 
becrer, giving ggore, bur never worle rhan his Word, 
giving lels than he promiſed. Oh then whit greater ' Se- 
Curity Can any Man delire for eternal Lite, than-the Pro- 
miſe of the faithful God, who canor lie ? (5) Fhough 
if we ſpeak properly, borh the Word of Liz, and rhe 
Crown of Life, both the Promiſe, and the z&tualgultit 

ling thereof be of Grace : Yer hiving promiltd, . it is 
bur jutt rhac God ſhould be fo fur Fairhful as to make 
govt all his Promiſes., The Lord ther-fore hiving made 
over by Promiſe an 1immarcetfible Crown of Lifega King- 
dom that cannot be moved, an ercrnal weight of Giory 
ro his own covenant People 4 Ler them 
through Uabelief, bur as ftedfaitly expe it, 
had the Crown already upon therr Heads, 
fully poſleſſed of that Kingdom, aud Glory. (c) For as his 

Goodneſs hath moved him to make vs promrleg of Life 
and Glory : $o his Faithfulne(s will enzagediim to make 
them all good. I mighr further tel you, ter the ftrengrh- 

ning of your Hopes, of God's eletting Love, which as ir 
began 1n eternal Purpotes of Grace rowards you, fo it 
thall never have an «n+, but int your full Enjoyment of 


— — — _ 


(a) Agnoſcere d:bem's totum illnd qus quod nos hatere die 
cimur ad witam &:gnam, it e9 pyfituan, quod Deus quaſi {ivi ip- 
# acbitor eft ut agat cmformiter tin. condeſcentie bonitatis ſug ; 
:wn fidelitati promiſſionis ſue. Davenant. de juſt. hab. & 
actual. pag. 640. 

(b) Edelis eſt enim Deus, nec tib! auxilium denegat in bac ſe- 
culo, nec premium ſubtrdher in future. Fulgenr. epiſt. 2. ad 
Gallam. pag. 477. 

(-) Rom. 21. 29. 
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endleſs Glory. To be ſure (4) God never reperitedh in 

rime, nor ever will he, of whathhe purpoſed*rowards his 
People before all rime. I might rell you of rhe Redemp- 

tion purchaſed by Chriſt, giving all the Membegs of his 
own Body, everlaſting Security, that where he is, there 
they ſhall be alſo. For we may nor think that the Lord 
Jeſus would be ſo prodigal ot his precious Blood, as to 
pour it our for Uncerrainries, or to die without good Se- 
cariry, that all who afe truly Gracious ſhould live with 
kimſelt for ever in Manſions of heavenly Glory. I mighr 
r.!J'yow how much it is for God's Honour, that where- 
ever hehath been the Author of any g Work, he 
ſhould alſo be the (-) Finiſher, going through with it : 
And nor like that fooliſh Builder, who began ro buitd, bur 
could nor make an end, nor carry on his Work to Per- 
fettion. So that if the Lord hath fer you in the right 
way, he wil take you by the —_— lead youover 1n- 
to Cana; if he hath been the Authour of Grace in your 
Souls, he is now concerned in point of Honour to finiſh 
ir, and et your Grace at Jength intro Glory. I 
might n of the ſweet Concatenation, and inviolable 
Connexian that is between the ſeveral Cauſes of our Sal- 
vation, Which are ſo linked together, that they neceflarily 
follow (f) from the firſt to the laſt. Whomſoever God 
did eſtifare, chem he alſo called ; and #hom he cal- 
led,them he alfo juſtified ; and whom he juſtified, them he 
alſo (z) glorified. 'Tisnor ſaid, thoſe he will glorify, bur 


—— 
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(a) Heb. 12. 2. 

(e) Author fidei nobis efs quia ipſe mobis fidem infundit ; non 
enim poſſormusr credere nijfi ab ills previamur : ipſe conſunmas« 
gor fidet quia conſummationem nobis prefias in hoc, ut in fide 
perſeveremus. Haymyg in loc. RQuitib: demonſtravi! retiem 
viean, O& ipſe tibi deduffor in patriam. Fulgent. epiſt. 2. ad 
Gal. pag. 477- 

(f) Rom. 8. zo. 

) *Aogaadi ciny and To dppatty©&, 5 iNtaym rus, 
»c xdV olf8s ixptyeubrory, x Bamawerrys. Macar. Hom. 
17. P. 248. 


but 
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bur thoſe he hath glorified: To ler us know\thar ſuch as 
are predeſtinited, called and juſtified, are as ſure to be 
ſaved as if they werein Heaven already. But way* 
ing theſe things, ler me paly: tell you of thoſe firſt 
Fruits of Grace in your own Souls which the Lord hath 
gia you.as the 'hanſel, and ſure earneſt of Erernal Glory, 
Vhereever God gives Grace he will alſo give Glory; 


*his purpoſe in ſfanttifying you, it is to ſave you; and in 


Tn you Holy ; to fit you for eternal Happines. So 
that Holineſs is not only-a means fitting . us for, bur it's 
alſo an-earneſt to aſſure us of erernal Life. For Grace 
in the Heart hath a rwofold uſe, nor only to make us 
meer for the Inheritance of Sainrs in light; but alſo ro 
be @ earneſt of it to ſhew us how ſure it is; as being 
nothing bur the beginning of Heaven, _ as a few clu- 
Kers af thoſe Grapes, or Bunches of thoſe Figs, the full 
Vintage whereof is reſerved for the heavenly Canaan, 
® The Truth is, Grace is Glory in it's infancyg.and Glo 
ry is Grace adulr > Grace is Glory dawaing,.] 
is Grace in it's Noonday brightneſs : ore "as 
the light once breaking in our Hemiſp | 

6 ly 


eth bur ſhineth more and more wo the per 

light of Grace in your Souls it ſhall never be? 
ſed, bur dajly ny brighter till jr break. forth into-a 
Sun-ſhine'Sf Ecernal Glory. For betrwixp#he ſanQifying 
Graces of God's Spirit and Eternal. Salvation the con- 
nexion is moſt ſure, .and” can never be broken. God 
hath tied as with Chains of Adamant the Work: of his 
People and their reward, the Seed-time of Grace and 
the Harveſt of Erernal Glory together : So that who- 
ever is truly ſanftified muſt undoubredly be faved, 
and whoever 'is gracious in this World, muſt needs 


—_— Cl 
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* Enim verd cum = fit diluculum g/orie, & gloria me+ 


ridies gratie : cull @mbryo glorie gratia fit, & adulta gratis 
rranſeat in gloria quiſquis impreſentiarum certus off ſe in 


gratia conftitutum Ye, n4 ille nec facile, nec diu iget #- 
rrum ipſe ghrificandus fit, Arrow(. Tat. Sager Is, 2. (et. 
5. Pag. 199. : 
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be crowned with Glory in the World to come. - Oh 
then what infinite Ground of Comfort may this be to e- 
"very poor” trembling Soul, that is afraid every Day, he 
ſhall die in the Wilcerneſs, and never reach his.defired 
Canaan) Thy Reward Chriftian, is ſure; thy Happi- 
'nefs infallibly certain ; and thy Crown ſhall no ac 
rake from thee! 


(5) TH E Reward whereunto God allows his People @-reſpet 
in all their obedience, it's an incotnparably great and glorious 
Reword., (n) The Reward of every Chriſtian it is God 
himlelf; and ſarely the grear God cannot give us a freater 
Reward than himſelf. I am thy ſhield (faith rhe Lord 
To Abraham) and thy exceeding great Reward. WeWwant 
Words toexpreſs what a little diminutive thing the Crea- 
ture is: Bur God the Creator he is ſo incomprehentibly 
grear, ang hath ſuch an exceeding Muchneſs of Reward 


in bim ond all degrees of compariſon, (ro ſpeak the 
very Heagof the Original) that we want capacities ro 


1 The Lord Jehovah he is a beipg infi- 
Ind good ; there is none that can compare 
$ 1s a ſmall drop to the vaſt Ocean, or a 
ro the whole Earth, ſuch is the univerſal 
'compage of all ngy. to. the great God; and yet eve- 
Ty Chriſtian Harb rhis glorious God for his Reward, 
(b) to be the ſtrength of his Heart and his portion for e- 
ver. {(c) This made our Blefſed Lord call upon his Diſ- 
ciples to rejoice and be exceeding glad ; becauſe great 
(faith he) is your Reward in Heaven : So great indeed, 
that it paflerh the expreſſion of the moſt fluent Orarory, 
and the utmoſt reach of the fublimeſt fancy, in fo much 
thar let the one ſpeak and the other contemplate, yer nei- 
ther can that tel], nor this conceive how incor parably 
oreat and giorious this Reward is. Such is the tranſcen- 
dent excellency and* Glorious grearng$of this Reward, 


ES. CL 


os Mar. 5.12 


that 
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that all the Crowns, Scepters, Kingdoms, and moſt noble 
enjoyments of rhis World, if compared with ir, are no 
more rhan a dark Glow-worm to the Sun in it's Noon» 
day br:ghrnets. * Compared with this Reward all world- 
ly Honours are bur badges of Shame z all earthly Glories 
are but blots of Diſgrace; all ſumpruous Palaces, are 
bur beggarly Cortrages ; all creature Comforts are bur ly- 
ing Vanities ; and whatever Riches, Prefermients, or In- 
heritances the Worid can beſtow upon it's Boſom Mini- 
ons, they are no more in compariſon of this Reward, 
than a Straw or a Pebble Stone to a Mountain of Gold. 
(4) For what (as Dionyſus hath it} can be compared 
with a ſorrowleſs, and bright ſhining immorrajiry ? 
Though we have given us of God exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes, ſuch as do far trapſcend the urmoſt 
comprehenſion of all humane underitandings, albeir rthar 
they are accommodared as much as can be t preſent 
capacity, yet the Words in which theſe wes are 
wrapt up, they do infinitely come ſhorr | 
the Life, that folneſs of Divine Blefling, 

lorious Reward, which the Promiſes | 
G) Men talk of great matters in the Vor] 


— 


(d) Ti 38 ay Yioo!ſo Tis mum; eAUTS X% gunging 
« Sure ola; ionppomy ? 6& &) Te pal high F nu» Eye rogvis 
onveciau. a; mull; inoTipal yedg immy ſexias onwarre- 
aldau. Tus Des |; bs wa CAnINa;, amid\sons E207 
Miko Areopagirt. Hierarch, Ecclefſ 


Tas Ovajeons. 
cap. 2. - 
(e) Cum hoc enim btno, amoris mempe Or favori, 
opes mundane,nulla gloria, celebritas, & excellens 
conferri, aut comparari poteſi, Deus enim ſolus 


mum bonum exiſtic. Pant. Calid. Orat. p. 33. 3 


i mulle 
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Reward which abides God's People in Heaven, much leſs 
w compare with it. Indeed as Abraham ſent away the 
Sons of his Concubines with Gifts, iti]! keeping the, 1n- 
heritance for Iſaac : Fo God doth vouchſafe many tem- 

al enjoyments to wicked Men 1n this Life, & the 
Rad of Erernal Glory which is infinitely ro be prefer- 
red, that Inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, this God hath reſerved for his 
own People Eternal in the Heavens. Oh then what infi- 
Aire cauſe have God's People ro ſtand admiring their 
own Happineſs : Which though they may (as 4uftin faith) _ 
obtaia 1t, yer they can never to it's worth value, and 
eſfte:zm of ir! There are thouſands in the World that have 
nothing for their Portion, but ſome pertſhing creature- 
enjoyment : But now the Lord Fehoveh he is your portion, 
he is your ſhield and your exceeding great Reward who 


25 God all ,blefſed for ever! And doubtleſs God 
thews Love in giving us himſelf for our Reward, 
than i wned us with Royal State and ſovereign 


11 the Kingdoms in the World. God 


com 
may ' Riches, and Houſes and Lands and yer 
hate rt = cloath them in ſcarlet Robes here, 
and yer them hereafter into ſcarlet Flames; he may 


advance them. to Honour in this World, and yet cover 
them with ſhame and everlaſting confuſion. in the World 
ro come'; he mty put a golden Scepter into Mens hands 
now, and yet freak them in pieces hereafrer like a pot- 
rers Veſſe!: Bur in giving us himſelf for our Reward ; 
in making over himlelf ro us by a federal tranſaftion, as 
che ftrength of our Hearts and our Portion for ever,. now 
he beſtaweth the higheſt pledge of his ſpecial diſtinguiſh- 
ing Love ypon us. For to be ſure the. Lord Jehovah, he 
is the moſt rranſcendently great and gloriqus Reward 
thar the wiſdom of God eonld devaſtthat-the Love of 
God could give or that the Hearty 
Gad is Bonum in quo onnis bona, a 
plen: with whatever is good | 
ines with a like br and is never e- 
an efſence thar ha excellencies and 
ons bound up in himſelf a in one infiaite 
volume ; 
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volume ; he is a boundleſs Ocean withour either banks 
or bottom into which all the Rivers of Wiſdom, Bleſ- 


ſing and Goodneſs do empty elves. (Ff) So that 
if blefledneſs (as Boetins detin do conſiſt in the en- 
joymenr of all good things, all  rhar are truly 


wharſoever things are deſirable ro make one happy, do 
ſedneſs! 


but can-never make a Day of Happ! 
(s) He that hath God hath all in poin 
neſs : but he that hath not God for his 
wretched and hath nothing at all. Have a 
the World, without God thou art t! Have all the 
Honours in the World, without God thou arr a vile Per- 
'fon! Have all the 'Pleafuresin the World wherein ro 
bath thy ſelf like an Epicure every Day, yer withour 
God thy condition is miſerable, there being nothing but 
fiery Wrath and Indighation, that abides thy Soul in rhe 
World to come! Be aſhamed then any longer ro count 


— 


ity, beatitudinem- efſe flatum bonorum om- 
nium congr e#um. Boeth. de cond. phil. lib. 3. 


ſ. 2. 
"(p 


t omn: bouo abundat, qui.wers Deum 
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the Creature any thing in compariſon of God, who is 
the ſure Reward of every believing Soul ! (6) Do nor 
ralk with Naaman as '”" it and Pharpar, Rivers of 


Damaſcus were better th&} all the Waters in Iſrac/. Do 
not think thy broken Ciltrns to be berrer than the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters. What, ſhall Earth compare with 
Heaven ? Shall Pebbles compare with this one Pearl of 
great price ? Shall a ſmall ewinkling Star that uniting all 
its Beams hath ſcarce Iighr enough ro render irfelf viiible, 
compare with the glorious Sun, we - his Charior, and 
rake upon it to give light to all the World ? Shall Crea- 
rure enjoyments that have nothing but Vaniry and vexa- 
tion of Spirit for their very quinteſſence, be compared 
with a Chriſtian's Reward, whoſe Portion -is God over 
all bleſſed and blefſing him for ever? Oh learn ro pur a 
difference berwixr Portion and Portion ; betwixr earth1\ 
enjoyments, and the Reward of Erernal Life in Heaven ' 
The diff:rMtce is not fo great berween a Pin«head and 
the whole Body of the Earth, as berween all world! 
Riches, and heavenly Glory ! (7) For as the ſufferings 
are not, ſo neither are th: Comforts of this preſent rime 
worthy To be compared with the Glory which ſhall be 
revealed in vs. 
(6) THE Reward wheirewito God allewy bis People a »:/ 
*7 in all their obedience, it's a full and ſati:faFor) Reward. 
EveryCrearture 1s ſhort and defeQtiveza very compound of 
Vanity, Emprineſs, and guilded Deceir: Thar albeit the 
Soul ſhould knock (as one well obſerves) at every Crea- 
tures Door, yet ſhe can find no- filling entertaiftiment 
within ; no Creature can bid her welcome ; it would 
quite exhauſt Narures Store-houſe and indeed bankrupt 
the whole Creation to fealt ſuch a Gueſt as the Soul wo 
her full conrent and fatisfaftion. Burt now the Lord 
7:hovah be being the Reward of his P there 1s thar 
fulneſs of all Good in him that they bd more. God 
hath provided ſuch a ſumpruous Fe them, that 
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when they come to fir down at his Table with Abraham 
and [aac and Jaceb, and all the Prophers in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, (4)now rheir Souls ſhall be filled as with mar- 
row and fatnels, now their ſpiritual appetite ſhalb be fo 
fully ſatisfied, that they ſhall hunger no more, neirher 
ſhall rhey thirſt any more for ever. The Appetite of an 
Immortal is roo vaſt and boundleſs for any, nay for all 
Creatures in the World ro ſatisfy ; bur in the recom- 
pence oPErernal Glory there is that which will anſwer 
all her cravings, thar ſhe ſhall now have no further to 
ſeek, bur reſt tully ſatisfied, This preſent Life is full of 
gothing but emprine(s and diflacisfattion, even in the 
higheſt Zenith of all -irs bleſfedneſs ; the Soul of Man 
hath a kind of infinite appetite, deſiring this good thing, 
and that good thing, and yer having obtained them, like 
an hydropick Body 'tis as thirſty as ever, as much unſa- 
risfied as ever: (1) Bur yer whea once the Soul comes 
to Heaven, ſeeing God as he is, feeding u the good 
things of his Houſe, and drinking of the River of his 
Pleatures, now the Soul wants no more, gow the hath 
enough to fill up all her deſires, ro ſupply all ber needs, 
and to anſwer all her longings ; now ſhe is ſagisfied ro 
the full ; now ſhe is got to her Journeys” end, the) is 
ſafely arrived at the Harbour of perfeQ reſt ; ſhe ler 


like a Srone to her proper Center, and can go no further; 
can deſire no _ greater Happineſs, no berrer God, hor 
Chriſt, nor Comforter ; no. betrer Heaven, no greater 
Glory, no fuller Joy than now the hath, and ſhall have ro 
all Eternity ! In this Life God's People indeed have thoſe 
glimpſes of heavenly Glory, thoſe divine Communics- 
tions of Grace and Goodneſs, thoſe ſweet ullapſes of the 
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(k) Plal. 63. 
(1) Ihi non t quanz ſuavis [it Deus, ſed implebunter, 
C [aturabunty dine mirjfi:a : nibil ers deerit, nihil obe- 
rit; omne de eorum Chriſtus preſens implebit. Et pane 
cis interjeftis ; "aſt denique Deus omnua in omnibus, & illixs 
preſentia omnes anime & corporis implebit appetitus. Cyprian 

d: Aſcent. $ 9. pag. 526. 
Spirit, 
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irit, thoſe foreraſts of Heavens Chear, thoſe delicious 
fips'ot Canaan's Wine, that are enough to imbirter all ſe- 
cular enjoyments ro them, ' and ſoundly ro inflame, 
though nor fully to ſatisfy rheir ſpiritual thirſt: But in 
Heaven they fit down to a full Meal, they bath them- 
ſelves in Rivers of pureſt Pleaſure; (m) they have now a 
Feaſt of far rhings, a Feaſt of Wines on the Lees, of fat 
things full of Marrow, of Wines on the Lees well refi- 
ned ; here Chri bids them welcome beyond exptRation, 
(=) entertaining them in his own-words to the Spouſe, 1 
am" come into my Garden, my Sifter, my Spouſe ; I have gathe- 
red my myrrhe with my Spizes, T bave eaten, my Honycomb with 
my Heny, 1 have drunk my Wine with my Milk, cat O Friends 
and drink, yea drink, abundantly O- beloved! And ſurely the 
Soul that is entertained with ſuch a Feaſt of Love as 
this cannot choole bur be fully ſatisfied. Here is the Ho- 
ny and the Hony-comb, here is Wine and Milk : Here is 
abundance ofatisfy Hunger, and abundance to quench the 
Thirſt, and what can any Man defire more ; I tell you 
Chciſtians, if all the Glory of Heaven can farisfy your 


Souls, you have it ; if all the fulneſs of God can fa- 
tisfy y | you ſhall have it; if all the redemp- 
tion ed by the Blood of Chriſt- can flarisfy your 


Souls, you thall have it; if all the Comfores of the Holy 
Ghoſt, if fulneſs of Joy in God's Preſence, and Pleaſures" 
at his right Hand for evermore can farisfy your Souls, 

ou ſhall have them all ro content you when you come to 

eaven ! Now when we find Pater under a dark glimpſe 
of this Glory crying out in the Mount of Transfiguration 
as a Man in ſome Meaſure ſatisfied, it is good to be here : 
How can we reckon of any thing lefs than fulneſs of 
farisfa&tion when we come to mount Siem, and unto 
the Ciry of the living God, to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of glorious Angels, to 


the general Afembly, and Church of he Firſt-born, 
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(un) ta. 25. 6. 
») Cant. 5. 3. 
whicls 


 Forthe Comfort of Sion's Mourners. 405 


which are written in Heaven, to the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, and to the full enjoyment of God himfcif, 
whom to ſee and love will be perfe&t Happineſs ” Never 
fear Chriſtian, that thy Soul, though enlarged to the ut- 
moſt of all created Capacities, and crying out for the 
preſent, like the Horſe-leeches Daughters, give, give, will 
want any good thing, when once crowned* with this glo- 
rious Soul ſarisfying Reward! The Soul thar hath od 
bleſſed for ever, to be his Reward and Portion, need 
never complain of want, any more than a Man ſtandin 

at the Fountain Head, or enjoying the glorious Sun, aged 
complain of Thirſt, or Darkneſs. One Sun is ſufficienc 
to give light to the whole World : To be ſure one God 
in Phriſt, when fully enjoyed, is a ſufficient Portion ro 
quiet the Heart, ſatisfie the moſt enlarged Deſires of 
every gracious Soul in the World. If 7aceh could fay ir 
is enough, hearing that bis Son Joſeph way yer alive, oh 
how much more may a Soul ſafel odgedSin the downy 
Boſom of eternal Bleſſedneſs, and living with God in 
Manſions of Glory, fay, now ir is enough; I deſire no 
more! When che Sun beholderh the Moon "with a full 
AſpeQ, then the Moon isat the full, and n 
ble ofany the Acceſſion of Light: So w 
ſhall lift up the Lighr of his Countenance, caſting a fo! 
and propitious upon his People, now ſhining as 
ſo nay goriom in the heavenly Orb, why che 
they will be in the full of their * Happineſs, enjoying 
whatever good (s) thing can deſire, and uncapable 
of deſiring any ing more than what they do enjoy ! Oh 
then what manner of Reward is this, rhat we, who with 
Noah's Dove have been long _—— over rhe troubled 
Warers of Creature-enjoyments, and yer found no place 
of Repoſe, ſhould ar length be admitred into fuch an Ark 
as will givereſt from all Labous and Toyl, and from e- 
very Storm, enrertwining our Souls with all fulneſs of De- 
light and Satisfa@tion ! To be happy, yea, and fo happy, 


—— — 
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Capa- 


(s) Ruicquid defiderabimus, totem habebimns, nilail amplius 
fideranter. Bern, Medir. cap. 4. pag. 105. 
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as nor to deſire any greater Happineſs; ro be glorious, yea 
and ſo glorious, as not to deſire any further Glory; to 
be full of all divine Comforts, yea,and {o full, that rhere is 
no room to pour in the leaſt drop of Conſolation more; 
oh how tranicendently bleſſed is fuch a Reward, and in» 


to what Extaſies, into what heavenly Raprures, and Tran- 


ces of Admiration may it throw us, whilſt bur a litrle 
contemplating abour ir! And yer thus'it ſhall certainly 
be done ro the People of God, and this ſhall be the Re- 
ward of all ſuch as the King of Glory hath a delight co 
honour * They have now thar fſatisfaftion in Commu- 
nion Wirh God, which makes them count one day {o 
ſpenr, better than a thouſand elſewhere: Bur when 
crowned with this glorzqus Reward, they wall then have 
that fulneſs of divine Content, and SarisfaRtion in Com- 
munion with God, which will make them count Erexni- 
ty ir ſelf bur as one day ! "* 


(7) That Reward wherexnto God allows bis Prople a reſpe# 
in Al their Obedience, its Simultaneous, and Injucceſioe, Fb 
a Reward as they. ſhall enjoy alragether, and at ence. Here 
in this Life (6) the Lord Communicates of his Grace 
and Goodoets to his People (mavurgss 5 waulgimm 5) 
at ſundry times, and in divers manners, by peace-meal ; 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, concerning the Revelation bf Gag's 
Will to the Fathers of old : Bur in Heaven he gives 
them their Reward, «their Happineſs, their Glory by 
Wholeſale, pouring out the full Vials of his Love and 
Goodneſs uu chem ar once, andcaufing them to drink 
in Rivers of pureſt Pleaſures, of all heavenly Delights, 
and moit ſweet Paradiſfical Contentments- alrogerher. 1f 
you carry a Velſlel to the Conduic where the Water 1s 
drawn out at a Cock, it's filled only by degrees, by little 
and litcle : Bur take the, Veſſel ro the Fountain, or ſome 
River where you = immerſe, and plunge it over head, 
and now it's brim-ful, overflowing an--an inſtant. Thus 
'the People of God, though in this Life where the Lord 


—_— WK. —— AM 


© 
— 


(6) Heb. 1. 1. 


Cont 


PP > KA .omc wc 4 © 


AO D 


—m_—_ as. 


For the Comfort of Ston's Mourners, 407 


Communicates of himfelf to them through the Conduir- 
Pipexot Ordinances, they fill ſucceſſively, and only by 
degrees: Yer in Heaven, where they have immediate AC» 
cels ro God himſelf, there they are filled up with all hea- 
venly Joys, and divine Raviſhments altogether, and once 
launching forth into that immenſe, boundleſs, and inde» 
ficient Founrain of all Goodneſs, they are poſleſſed of all 
their Happineſs together. This glorious Reward it hath 
Erernity wricten upon it, and that's an indiviſible Center 
wherein all the redious Lines of Succeflion are term agted, 
and ſwallowed up in an identical fixed condition. Here is 
is that God's People have their Happineſs, their Joys, 
their Comforts altogether, and nor tucceflively one after 
another, as in this preſent Life. Thoſe Comforts which 
are Flowers of time muſt be gathered by degrees, firſt one, 
and then another : Bur thoſe Comforts, thoſe Joys, and 
Pleaſures which grow as ſo many fragrant Flowers in the 
Garden of blefled Ererniry, they are all bound up in one 
Poſey, ro delight and refreſh the Spirits of God's People 
altogether. The Comforts of this Life are not compaſſi- 
ble, as to the uſe and aftua) enjoyment of them, at one 
and the ſame inſtant oftime : Bur the Comforts of this 
eternal Reward, they do not thus exciude each othee, bur 
doall conſpire ina bleſſed Simulranziry, and Co-exiſtence, 
ſo chat the Saints in Heaven, they have the aftual enjoy- 
ment of all, and every one of them together. Had we int 
this Lifethe univerſal Confluence, and xuxacxd[e 247; of 
all created Comforts, yet we could not enjoy them all to- 
g2ther, but muſt here learn Wiſdom of rhe lictle mellifes 
rous Bee, firſt, to ſuck ſweerneſs our of one, and then our 
of another, our greateſt Happineſs hzre, being no more 
than an uncertain Succeſſhon of Comforts, which once 
paſt, can never be enjoyed any more : But naw ia Hea- 
ven God's People ſhall have the attual:Enjoyment of alf 
the Joy, che Glory, the Comfort that their Hearts can des 
fire ; they ſhall have the lively ſenſe of every comforta- 
ble Ingredient that goes to the making up of this g!otious 
Reward, together with the quick, and Heart-entrancing 
apprehenſion of every —_— that may any thing 
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increaſe their Happineſs, and all this at once, withour 
Succeſſion. As a Man from the wy of fome high Moun- 
tain, ſeesall things that are under him with one caſt of 
his Eye : (a) So the Saints having aſcended the higheſt 
top of the heavenly Mount P:/gah, do with one intelle&tu- 
a) glance behold the ever bleſl:d God, together with eve- 
ry {weert and neceilary Appurtenance of true Bleſlednefs. 
There ſhall nor be a Succeſſion of their Comforts, as now, 
nor ſhall they ther. (5) one while contemplate God, and 
draw ſweetneſs th:r way ; nor one while ſpend Thoughts 
upon their blefled Society of Sainrts and Angels, and 
draw ſweetneſs fron that ; nor one while be thinking of 
the Glory of their heavenly Manſions, and draw ſweet- 
neſs out of that Conſideration; nor another while me- 
ditate vpon the perperuiry of their Joys, and drink in 
ſweetneſs thence : Bur rhey ſhall joynt]y, and at once 
have their Minds attuaily intent upon all thoſe things, 
that are either of the Eilence, or Integrity of their Hap- 
piteſs, drawing Comfort and Sweetneſs from every one 
of them, withour any ſuch redious Tranſition of the 
Mind from one thing to another; ſo that there is not 
one Flower in all the heavenly Paradiſe, not one Apple 
upon all rhe Tree of Life, nor one Jewel in theic Crown, 
not one comfortable Circumſtance in all the Glory of 
Heaven, but they will have the attuz] enjoyment of ir, 
' and of all heavenly Glory together. Our Comforts in 
this World, they are like many precious Truths ſcatrer- 
cd here and there, throughout ſome great Volume, that 
cannot be found bur by a redious. and methodical Evolu- 
tionof the whole Book : Bur in Heaven we ſhall have 
them as in one genera) Synopſis, where we may view e- 
very divine Truth, every Comfort, and beam of Glory 


(a) Beatus wvidenas Dewm ſimul &r ſemel unics vifione vides 

ſeipſum, &r omnia ad beatitudinis imtegritatem fibi neceſſaris. 
1an. 

(5) Nom nnvetur anims calum prfſidentis, de uno intelligibili 

in aind, [ed in wnice plane fruition au aweſcit. 


u 


men 


— 


—— —_ 
For the Comfort of Sion's Mourners, 40g 


_—  — — — 
_— — 
mn ——— 


in its beſt Arch::ypon, God over 21! ble(icd for ever. We 
may compare our Enjoyme::t+ here to the &:21d of Mans 
na, which lay broad and wide, requiring both Time and 
Diligence for the gathering of ir: Bur in Heaven we 
ſhall have them all laid cogether, that ſo we may feed 
uponthem all at once withour diſtration. The Lines, 
how far diſtant ſoever from each other in the Circum« 
ferences, yer they meet all in the Center: So be the Lines 
of our Mercies, our Comforts here, never ſo far aſunder, 
that we cannot enjoy one, but we muſt leave another, yet 
meeting once in the»indiviſible Center of bleſſed Eter- 
nity, we may eaſily enjoy them all rogether. As the 
Lighr, though diſperſed up and down through the Air, is 
yer colleted in the gloriousSin : So all the Rays, and 
bright Beams, all the Joys of heavenly Glory, they ſhall 
be collefted, and meet rogether in one eternal and B 
taneous Prution. (c) For as Eternity is the perfeQ Poſteſſion 
of a boundleſs Life altogether ; a Scare rhat intrinſecally 
will admit of no Succefſion, of no Priority, nor Po 

rity, of no paſt, nor to come, being aothing but (74 rl 
durriCe ed. an immutable Moment that can never paſs 
away : So the Reward of eternal Life, it's the full Fru- 
ition of all 2 Glory together, where no- part {of 
the Saints Happinels ſhall ever be paſt, or to come, but 
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(c) Eternitas igitur eft interminabili: vite tots ſimul & 
perfetta poſſeſfio. Beth de Cong. Philo. lib. 5. prof. 6. 
pag. 16g. JEternitas eff que nihil habet mutabile; i mil 
eft prateritum quaſi jam non fit ; nihil eft futurum quaſi nonduns 
fit ; quia non eff ibi, niſieſl, Auguſt. in Pal. 101. citante 
noſtro Barlow poſt alios exercitatione quinti, pag. 201. 
Plotinus ( nti idem moruyuadicu]l Or commennrat) aternitatem 
ſic nobis reliquit drfinitam: Coaly vircow by Top dug ain 
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always preſent with them, filling them every moment of 
Erernity, with a!l the: Hoppinets and Comtorr, with all 
the Joy and Blefſedaes of Eternity. Here God's People 
are 1n a mutable conuition, enjoying all their Comforts 
by Succeſſion, one after another, ſo that the ſame Ship 
which brings in one Comfort info the Harbour of their 
Souls, it carries out anothcr : Bur this eternal Reward, 
1rwili pur chem into a pe: manent fixed way ot enjoying 
all their Comforts together, they ſha!l not loſe one Com- 
fort by embracing another ; nor have need to divert their 
Thoughts from one comfortable Confideration to exer- 
Cile them upon another. Oh then what a Conlideration 
is this to aggravate the bleſledneſs of the Saints 
eternal Reward in Heaven, where they ſhall have all the 
Poſtcures of Joy, rejoycing within, and without, above, 
and beneath, and on every (a) fide rogether. They ſhall 
nave Joy above them tor the beatifical Viſion of God ; 
Joy within them for the Peace of their own Conſciences, 
which now they find to be the beſt Feaſt ; Joy beneath 
them for their Deliverance from the Wrath to come; 
and Joy round about on every ſide from their blefled Af- 
ſociates, the Saints and glorious Angels, with whom 
joyning, as in an heavenly Quire, they will warble out 
moſt me!odiouſly the high Prailes of God their Redeemer 
to all Erernity. How thele things ſhould thus be (I con- 
feſs ) I cannot eaſily ſatisfy my ſelf, knowing what is the 
Finireneſs of Man's Capacity, and the Infinitenel!s of this 
eternal Reward: Bur ſurely chis muſt needs add much 
to our Happineſs, and make us to rejoyce with Joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of Glory, when we ſhall not eat our 
Reward piece-meal, but ſha!l Nr down 'to a full Table, 
nor drink our Cord:a!s one by one, but having all the 
Joys of Heaven and Glory, mingled together in one e- 
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(a) Gaudebunt ſupra fe de viſitme Dei; intra ſe de pace 
eonſcientie ; infra Je de evaſione inſermi ; circa ſe de hominum, 
C& angelorum beats aſhciatione, P 
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ternal Cup of Conſolation, thall drink them all at once 
and together. 

(8) THE R-ward whereunto God allows us People a ReſpefF 
in all their Qbedience, it's a Grace-pertct:ng Reward. The 
PerfeQtion of all our Graces, is indeed a thing earneftly to 
be purtued afrer, whilſt here we are working in God's 
Vineyard, bur yet never fully ro be obtained, till he 
comes to Crown us with our ereinat Reward. As there 
15 Chaff about ever y Corn in a Field, (e) and birternets in 
every Branch of Wormwood : So by way of Adherency, 
there is much Defilement in the b-it Works, and much 
Imperfe&tion in che moſt gracio!!s Graces of rhe beſt of 
God's Peop's. The Works of Gol's Spirit upon us, and 
the Graces of his Spirit within us, as they come from 
him are pure: But yet as clean Water patling through 
an unclean Channel, receiveth a Tincture of rhar Un- 
cleannels, fo Sinfulnels cleaverh to our holieſt Atﬀtions, 
an as they come through our Hands, they admit of 
euch adhering Pollution. How many DiſtraQions, 
Rovings, Impertinencies, and ſecular [ntermixtures do 
we tind mingling themſelves with our moſt ſerious Per- 
formances ? How much Deadnefſs, Formality, want of 
Relith, and unſpiritualnefs do we find infeparably clez- 
ving to all our Services? How dim-ſighred 1s the Eye 
of our Faith, when moſt diſcerning * How cold is the 
Fire of our Love to God, and his ways, when moſt 
warm and flaming ? How full of trembling 1s the 
Hand of our Afﬀtance ; how fadly bruiled are the Shoul- 
ders of our Patience; how lame are the Feer of our 
Obedience, and how dangerouſly crack'd is the Anchor 
of our Hope, though caſt within the Vail? (f) Here 
our Graces are not withour their Defe&ts, nor our Du- 
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ties without their defaults. Who ſees not much Droſs 
in his pureſt Gold, much Smoke in his brighreft Fire, 
many blemiſhes upon all his Graces, many failings in 
all his Duties, and the prinr of h15 own unclean Hands 
to humble him, upon every holy Work that he rakes 
in Hand? As the beſt ations of the Wicked through 
the waar of right Principles, and right Ends are turned 
znto Sin : For the belt attions ofthe godly by reaſon 
of fleſhly adherencies are always accompanied with 
Sin. And as their evil works are both their own, and 
purely evil : So their good works are neither there own 
nor purely good. * This made that holy and impa- 
radiſed Apottle Sr. Pau! count all bis own Righte- 
ouſneſs in point of Juſtification, where nothing but 
what is abſolutely perfe&t will be arcepred no betrer 
than loſs and dung, that he might win Chriſt. Nor 
can it be ſaid that the Apoſtle here intendeth no other 
Aﬀtions and Priviledges than what he enjoyed before 
his Converſion : For he ſpeaketh not only 1n the time 
gu (iy-mue ) I counted; bur likewiſe in the time pre- 
ent, (aMd yi ny3ua) yea doubtleſs,and I do count 
all chings but dung, intending hereby the abdicarion of 
all his preſent Priviledges, Graces, and moſt gloricus 
Performances as utrerly inſufficient by reaſon of ad- 
hering defilements to be che matrer of his Juſtification in 
the ſight of God. A conſciouſneſs of the like defe&s 
in all Graces and holy Perfo:manc=s,c2uſed that (a) Evan- 
gelical Prophet of 014d, fo complaia in the Perſon of the 
whole Church (as both the Context and manner of 
ſpeech do evince) that they were all 2s an unclean 
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C*) Phil, 3. 7, 8. 

(a) Va: 64. 6. 

Nefira ( fiqua eft) humilis juſtitia, refla forſitan, (ed non 
pura. Nifſt forte meliores nos efſe credimus, quam patres noſtror, 
ou non winus veraciter, quam humiliter aicbant : ounes 
Jufitie noflre tanquam pannuus menſtruate mulieris. __ 
do enimg pure juftitia, wi adbuc non poteft culpa deeſſe ? Bern 
in Jocum. ; 
thing, 
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thing, and all their Righteouſnets as filthy Rags. - Here 
you ſee the. Propher acknowledgerh a Worm to be in 
cheir beſt fruit ; ſome ſinful defefts, ſome pollutions 
and vitiolity in a!) their Righteouſneſles: Which re- 
ſenting with holy ſhame, he fo far diſgraceth whate- 
(es, whatever Performances they had, as to com- 
ſtain, and abhorred delilement for, with 
garinent of a removed Woman. For this 
cauſe it wa$, that Aaron the high Pri:ſt, a Type of 
Chriſt, miſt bear the iniquiry of their holy: things, 
that all the People might know there was that imper- 
feftioa and blemiſth in their moit holy Performances, 
that rh:y could no otherwiſe find acceprance with God 
than only through the Worthineſs and fatisfattory 
Merirs of Chriſt The promiſed Meflias. Though thea 
we do or fay as our Adverſaries of the Romiſh Fa- 
Qioa faitly calumniate, that the good Works of God's 
Penple are Sins, and ex natwa rei calpable : Yer we fay 
that their beſt Works are imperfeft, their Graces ve- 
ry defeQtive, and their moſt holy Performances atread- 
ed with ſome adhering Pollution. Their Graces how 
weak loever are not Sins, but it's their Sin that their 
CGIraces are no ſtronger, Their ho!y Performances are 
Sins : But it's their Sin that ſo many diſtraftions, ſiniſter 
reſpets, ſo much deadneſs, formality, and irreverence 
are” mingled with them. So that we muſt till diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt ſinful ARtions, and Sin in the Attions. 
The Attions of praying, repenting, and believing, 
theſe are good as to the matter of them © But our re- 
miſneſs, our negligence, our weakneſs in the exerting 
of them, this is ſinful, and argues the moſt perfe&t in 
all the World to be yer imperfett,falling ſhort 1n all that 
do (c) Neither doth that Scripture ſo much triumphed 


(65) Emp 4139 1InDI? 75 Onnes juſtitie noſire 
ſunt ſicut  panniculus remotionum : id ſt femmaruwn, quo 


< ltnſes ſues ſeponuntur. Exod. 28. 38. 
(c) Job. 1. 22. 
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in by a Pontificianizing Doftor of our own, where 
"ris {aid that in all this #65 ſinned nor, at- all jincom- 
modate this roo fadly experimented Truth. For the 
Negation there is only of as (inful in the matcer of 
them, which Satan rempred thar Holy Man to com+ 
mit, and into which he expected Jeb would through 
imparience and the fſharpneis of his AfﬀiQtions have 
been rranſported. Nor doth it any thing at all ad- 
vantage the cauſe of the PericQionits, which this Do- 
Qtor hath raken upon him to aflert, that the good Works 
and Graces of God's Pecple are wrought by the holy 
Spirit of God in them. (4)<or though the Spirit work 
theſe things in us, yet thats daly by way of efficien- 
Cy, as the Author of them, and Þp® formally, as one 
"Perſon with us. (-) The Spirirh of God doth nor 
believe and repent tor us, but enableth us thereto : 
As it is not God that eateth, drigketh, or walkerh, 
but we ourſelves by ability received from him. Though 
then that which proceeds from the Spirit of God as 
theſole immediate cauſe thereof without the inrerven- 
tion of any other ſubordinate cauſe can never be im- 
reached of the leaſt defeft: Yer Grace being lubje- 
Nively in us, and good Works formally wrought by us, 
as the Spirits Inſtruments, do admit without any re- 
flexion upon him of much imperfettion and defilements. 
Here our Graces are mingled with Corruprion, our beſt 
Duties with ſome undurifulneſs, ( f ) and all our reli- 
gious undertakings with the fad counterluſtings and 
countermotions of the Fleſh againlt rhe Spiric in them. 
Oh but Chriſtians ſuch is the pure Nature of this 
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(d) Des quidem primmus beni operis eft author, ſed + jus duttu 
bomo eft ator. 

(e) Opera fidelium [ ſimpliciter &f emnins Dei ofſint, om- 
x/no purs «& perfetta efſent : at non ſunt, ſed ſimul fidelium, 
qui impuri & perfetti ex parte ſunt, ideoque & opera ex parte 

«7a ſunt. 
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glorious Reward, rhat it will perfe&tly change you into 
the ſpotleſs Purity, and Holineſs of irfelf. Truth is, 
the great Reward of Grace is Grace itſelf, a Chriſtian 
being never complearly®happy till crowned with an 2b- 
ſolure perfeftion in Grace and Holineſs. Bur oh how 
happy will this Reward make thee, when all thy de- 
fects and weaknefles ſhall be done away, when all thy 
Graces that are now in their minority, and as ſo many 
Undergraduates ſhail grow up to their full ſtature in 
Chriſt, commencing Dottors as it were, and taking 
their highett degree of Blefled PerteCtion in Glory ! 
Here Grace is like Gold in the Oar, having much 
droſs of Sin and indwelling Corruption mingled with 
it; but in Heaven it will be fine@ into an abſolute 
and unmixt purity. This Reward indeed for a little 
T ime diflolves the frame of Nature, parting Soul and 
Body aſunder ; Bur it eaſily makes amends for thar, per- 
feting that frame of Grace, and at lergrh brings both 
Soul and Body together again in fulneſs of Glory. You 
muſt never think co be to gracious, fo pure and holy 
as you would be, Chrittians, till you come to Hea- 
ven : Where only the Law in our members ſtruggling 
againſt the Law of our Minds ſha!l have an end; 
where all decays and Janguithings of Grace ſhall be re- 
moved ; where all deficiencies of Grace ſhall be filled 
up; and the firſt Fruits of the Spirir which here we 
receive as an earneſt of Glory, ſhail be turned into 
a full Vintage. Your Graces are now like ſmoaking 
Flax, in which there is moſt Vapour and bur lirtle 
light; or like a broken Reed that is eaſily ſhattered 
with every blaſt: Bur in Heaven it ſhall be turned 
into pureſt Glory, and made a ſtately Pillar to ſtand un- 
ſhaken for ever in the Temple of God. Like the Sun 
wrapt up in a thick Cloud, ſuch are the Graces of 
God's People now; Bur when once the Reward of E- 
ternal Glory ſhall be given them, then their Graces ſhall 
be like the Sun ſhining for in its ſtrengrh with moſt ra- 
diant ſparkling beams of Brightnets. You then that go 
languiſhing all the day long that your knowledge of 
heavenly Myſteries is 1ſo dark and contuted, _ 
1res 
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fires after God ſo faint, your Love to Chriſt ſo cold, 
_ zeal for his Glory 1o remils, your delight in his 

ays ſo ſmall, and all your Graces fo full of Weak. 
neſſes, and Imperfe&tions, Oh lift up your Heads with 
Joy and take Comfort in the hope of this glorious 
Reward, which will quite do away all your preſent 
defeRs, crowning all your Graces with fulneſs and moſt 
heavenly perfe&ion ! Grace in the Heart of God's Peo- 
ple here 1s like a Plant that grows in a barren Soil 
which thrives but ſlowly and bears little Fruit: But 
when once it ſhall be tranſplanted into the heavenly 
Canaan, there it meets with that proper and fertile Soil 
which wi!l bring it on to perfe&tion, cauſing every Grace 
like a flouriſhing ,Vine to be laden with full Cluſters 
of moſt ſweet delicious Grapes for ever. Oh then what 
manner of Reward is rhis, and how much to be deſi- 
red, which will thus change Grace into Glory, and our 
morning Twilight into a Noonday brightneſs, making 
all Gods People as perfeQly pure, as perfetly holy aad 
gracious as their Heart can now wiſh to be, if nor 
much more ! This Reward muſt needs make Grace per- 
fe&, becauſe Perfeftion in Grace is the principal part 


| of this bleſſed Reward. Needs muſt this Reward per. 


fe&t Grace into heavenly Glory, becauſe the greareſt 
Glory of Heaven next ro God himſelf is Grace pez- 
feed, and bloſſoming into the Flower of unſporred 


purity. 


(9) THE Reward whereunts God allows his People a veſ- 
pef# in all their obedience it's a moſt [nfe Reward, and ſuch as 
can never be loft nor taken from them. They are not only 
ſure to have this Reward as we ſhewed in another par- 
ricular, bur they are ſure to hold it, ſo as never to be 
deprived of ir. Other Rewards may be loſt, and a 
Man may be cheated of them he knows not how : Bur 
the Reward of Eternal Glory, its a ſafe Reward ; out 
of this all the cheats in Hell are not able to rook you, 
(g) as being indeed that berrer part which ſhall nevec 
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be raken from you. This Reward is our Treaſure laid 
up in Heaven, and therefore ic can neither be corrup- 
ted by rhe Mcuth, nor be taken by the Hand of violence. 
(4b) Here though we lay up Treaſure under Lock and 
Key in Cheſts of Adamant, and maxe 1t never fo ſure, 
yer the Hand of Violence may break in upon our Treas 
ſure and plunder us as the King of Bxby/lon did Jehoia- 
chim, of all our precious things : But having laid up our 
Treaſure in Heaven and made the Reward of Erernal 
Life our Portion, we need then fear none of theſe things; 
no Hand of Violence can break throngh into Heaven 
cither to ſteal or cake our Crown from us. There is in- 
deed an holy Violence by means whereof a Man may 
take Heaven for himſelf: Bur rhere is no ſurreptitious 
Violence can enter there, whereby any either Man or 
Devil ſhall ever be able to take Heaven and Glory from 
another. The Condition of God's People in the hea- 
venly, is not like that of Adam's in the earthly Para- 
diſe, but much ſafer, (:) as having Salvation appointed 
for Walls and Bullwarks that can never be broken 
through. The old Serpent by winding himſelf into the 
Terreſtrial Paradiſe rooked our firſt Parents our of all 
their concreared Happineſs. But there is no entrance 
for him into the Celeitial Paradile, and ſo no pofſibility 
that ever he thould be able ro ſpoi] God's People of their 
Crown of their Happineſs and Glory which they have 
there. At the firſt God intruſted Man with his own Hap- 

ineſs, and then he willingly loſt it: Bur now it is kept 
in the hand of God, and there is none thar can pluck 
it thence. The eternal Reward of God's People is kept 
ſafe for them and they for it: (+) Becauſe both of 
them are kept by the Power of God which is greater 
than all, and ſuch as no Power on Earth or in Hell can 
vanquiſh. Let the Devil rage, let Hell conſpire, ler all 
the Powers of Darkneſs unice in one general machina» 
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tion to deprive the Righteous of Erernal Life, yet they 
can no mote d: it, than a Man by one glance of his 
Eye can ſtop the Sun in its comſe. For however 
rhey hold Life Temporal upon the fam? uncertain Terms 
with others, and every {ma!l contingency may pur an 
enl1to ir: (!) Yet if we ſpeak of thcig ſpiritual Life, 
either as inchoate in Grace here, or coalummatre in Glory 
hereafter, char is hid which Chriſt ia God This Lite 
15 not only hid from rhe Eyes of our Enemies that 
rhey cannor fhnd it ro conveigh it away from us privily 
as Rarho! did her Fathers Teraphim: Bur ir is alſo hid 
with Cheiſt in God, whom they neither can nor dare 
aſſault. So that whoever will unglorify a Chriſtian and 
rake his Crown from him, they mu'it firſt dethrone the 
Lord Jelus, and rifle the blefI:d Boſfom of God him- 
ſelf, where the Life, the Happineſs, the Glory of Gol's 
People are 3!! laid up. Oh then how glorious Chriſtian 
is thy portion and how excellent thy Reward, which is 
not obnoxious ro any hazards, bur hath fecurity written 
upon it againſt all danger of lofing. (»») This Reward 
3s that Inheritance which is reterved for vou in the 
Heavens where there 1s happy Security, and fecure Hap- 
pineſs : So thar there is no invaſion can be made of a 
py of your ſpiritual Enzmies whereby ro dipoffeſs you 
of that great Salvation. As Hell is the Grave ro bury all 
the Reprobares hopes in : So Heaven 1s the bleflz4 O- 
cean wherein to ſwallow up all the Believers fears. The 
damned have no further poſhbility of winning Happi- 
neſs when once in Hell, nor the blefled any further dan* 
ger of loling H+ppinefſs when once in Heaven. In Hell 
there is no hope of obtaining, and in Heaven there is no 
fear of ever torfeiting this glorious Reward. Oh then 
what infinite cauſe have you Chriſtians amidſt all your 
worldly lofles to rejoice in hope of this Reward that can 
never be loſt ! Indeed Chriſt never promiſed you thar 
you ſhould not loſe your Eſtates, nor loſe your liberty, 
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nor loſe your Life, nor may you promiſe your ſelves an 
exemption from any ſuch lofles 1n the World: Burt 
this Chriſt hath promiſed, and you may build upon it 
as infinitely more ſure than the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, that holding faſt the Myſtery of the Faith in a 
pure Conlicience, you ſhall in no caſe loſe your Reward, 
* nor ſhall any Man ever be able to take away your Joy ! 


(10) THE Reward wherernto God allows his People a 
reſpct* in all their obedience, it's an dncient Reward, as 
being prepared of him from Etern:ty for all his ele? and cho- 


ſen. Antiquiry is a uſual Topick,from whence we & 
nd 


the Excellency,Goodneſs and Glory of many things : 

however ſome things are never the betrer for being 
of a long ſtanding, ſuch as ſtately Buildings and periſh:- 
ble enjoyments, whoſe antiquiry only ſerves as a Worm 
in Jonal's Gourd to make them wither and fall into the 
rubbiſh of their own Ruins : Yer the Reward of God's 
People being incorruptible, and nor liable ro any ſuch 
decays, it receives much in point of Goodnefs, and hath 
the brighreſt varniſh of excellency and true worth pur 
upon it from its own antiquity: Every old thing ts 
not a good thing : Bur every good thing if not corup- 
tible, the older it is, the berrer it is. ft No Man, ſaith 
Chriſt, having drunk old Wine ſtraightway defireth new : 
for he ſaith the old is berter. If our Wine which is 
the Fruit of a periſhing Vine do fo gather Spirits by 
Age, as tO be berrer than the new : What then is the 
tranſcendent Goodneſs of that Cordial Wine of Glaxy, 
which being the, moſt generous Fruit of God's diftin- 
guiſhing Love, was laid up from all Erernity in the 
Cellar of Predeſtination, to be iet abroach in time, 2s 
the full Reward of all his ele&t and choſen 7 Many there 
be who pride themſelves, becauſe come of an ancient ex- 
tration, and dignified with an anciegt Patrimony,fuch as 
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hath heen held time out of mind by them and their An- 
ceſtoyrs: Bur a Chriſtian's Reward was prepared be- 
fore all time; he 15 come of ao younger an Houle than 
Erernjty ; the Foundation of his Patrimony was laid ſure 


3n Gods elefting Grace ; and the deed of his glorious 


Inhefitance is ſo ancient, that it bears date from everlaſt- 
ing to everlaſting, like God himſelf! Earthly Parents 
they will exprets their care of Poſterity while yet unborn, 
by purchaſing large Eſtates, and making them ſure en- 
tails : Such and infinitely is the Love of God to his 
6wn People, who before ever they were born or- had a 
being,did provide a Kingdom for them,making ſure from 
all Ererniry the entail of Heaven and Glory upon them. 
* For the Children being not yet + born, neither havin 

done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God —_ 
ing to eleftion mighr ſtand, not of works but of him 
that calleth: It was faid, rhe Elder muſt ſerve the 
Younger ; as it is written, Jacobs have I loved and E/aw 
have l hate. EleQion and Reprobation being immanent 
atsin God, are nor a thing of Yeſterday, nor ſubſequent 
to the Creatures atts, as if they had eny dependance up- 
on them, but eternal and inconditionate. Whether Man 
were conſidered of Godg eleQing as in the pure Maſs, is 
much controverted : And y there are both Pious 
and learned ds wholly oppole it, making Man in the 
corrupt Maſs to have beeu the objeQt of Predeſtination. 


- how to reconcile that opinion either with the uner- 


ng rule of Scriprure, or the genuine diQartes of right 
Reaſon, I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs 1 ſee not. Not with 
Scriprure, } which makes Predeſtination in both 
the branches of to be a pure AR of Gods ſovereignity 
and univerſal] Dominion over all Creatures, wherby he 
may diſpoſe of them to different ends, according to 
what ſeems good in his own infinite Wiſdom, ning 
no other Reaſon ro mitigate theſeeming Rigovr of Pre- 
deſtination, and to ſilence all the captious Cavils of care 
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nal Minds againft it, who think to infnare God by their 
Subrilties, than his Holy and righteous Will. Nor can 
I reconcile it with the Dicates of rigſt Reaſon, which 
reacheth, that every wiſe, and underſtanding Agent will 
attempt nothing without the Predeſtinating of 1t to ſome 
certain end : Whereas, to make Man lapled, and miſe» 
cable in Sin, the Obje&t of Predeſtination, doth imply, 
that God firſt decreed to Create Man, before ever his 
Wiſdom provided what todo with him, and to permit 
his fall into Sin and Miſery, before ever he determined a- 
my thing certain about his everlaſting and final Condition. 
If Man's Wiſdom, which is but a drop to the vaſt Oce- 
an, compared with God's, obſerve a better Decorum in 
aH Undertakings, firſt, determining the end of his Work, 
and then accordingly diſpoſing of his Workmanſhip, it 
1s certainly hardly-conceivable, how ſuch Prepoſterouſ- 
neſs ſhould ſort with the infinitely wiſe God, whereby 
he is repreſented, as decrecing the Creation and Fall of 
Man, before ever he came to any Reſulr in his own 
Thoughts, nay, before ever he entertain'd ſo much as 
one ſerious Thought about Man's R or End, and ever- 
laſting unchangeable Eſtate in the World to come. How- 
ever 1t be in this Controverſy, yet cerrain it 1s, that 
there was nothing foreſeen in God's Eleft, as a Morave, 
or Reaſon, influencing him to ordain them ro obtain 
Salvation, or inducing him to prepare for them; rather 
than others, the Reward of eternal Life. For God's 
Will is of that ſupreme Sovereignty, and abſolure inde- 
ndency, that he need not look out of himſelf at any 
Qualifcaron inthe Creature, for the determining of it. 
or canthere be any thing more abſurd, than to make 
ſomething in the Creature the cauſe of God's Will, as if 
Faith foreſeen, good Works, and final Perſeverance in 
them, ſhould either be bef;;ze it, above ir, or have 2 catual 
Influence upon it to determine it, when that indeed is 
the ſupreme Reaſon inte which che Grace of Ele&ion 
muſt be wholly reſolved. Our Saviour therefore will 
give no other Reaſon, why Goſpel Myſteries were hidden 
from ſome, and revealed to others : Bur ſends us wholly 
in 
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in this caſe tothe ſovereign Will, and good Plerfure of 
God, not at all ſubſcribing the difference ro the foreſight 
of our Will, receiving, or rejefting the Tenders of his 
Grace. Even (af ſo Father, for fo it ſcemed good in thy 
ſight! Nor can we indeed athgnany thing 1n Man as a 
Cauſe, or Reaſon upon the Prevition whereof God fthould 


be moved to elethim : Since? there is nothing of Grace* 


or Goodneſs in any Man, bur whar Gold harh decreed 
from Ecernity to coinmunicate ro him, and doth graci- 
ouſly in time beſtow upon him, as rhe genuine, and 
proper effe& of his eletting Love. Thar Grace which 
makes a ſaving diif:rence betwixr us, and others in time, 
is nothing bur the Fruir of God's eternal Love, where- 
with he loved us before all time. Hence we may find the 
holy Ghoſt afferting Faith to be the EFeR, nor the cauſe 
of Eleftion: So thar to hold Ele&ion upon foreſeen 
Faith, and good Works, 1s no lets abſurd, rhan to make 
the Sun receive its Light from rhe Day, the Tree its Sap 
from che Fruit growing upon it, and the Fountain its 
fulneſs from thoſe Streams, which by a natural emanari- 
on do flow continually from ir. For ſiith (6) the Ap»- 
ſtle, telling us what entertainment the Goſpz1 Preachel 
found amongſt the Gent:/eg, and as many as were ordained 
to eternal Life, becauſe they believed : Bur therefore 
they believed, becaule firſt they were ordained to erernal 
Life: Where the Particip!e (mymay pre) ordained, is 
added as a Reaſon why rhele believed, whilſt others re- 
jeQing the Goſpel, continued in their Imp:nitency ;- and 
not as denoting any Preparations, or : Prediſpoſitions in 
them to erernal Life, before Faith in Chriſt. For thac 
were much more abſurd, than if you ſhould affirm a 
young Bird, whilſt yer withour Wings, to be prepared 
. for, and diſpoſed to fly : Faith being the firſt Qua» 
lification, preparing for erernal Lite, and that ſpi- 
ritual Wing, upon which the Soul takes her firſt 
flight towards | nchg More might be urged, bur 
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what our Saviour faith (c) of his own ies, they 
had not choſen ' him, bur he had choſen them ; and 
the Apoſtle of (4) all Believers, that they therefore 
love God, becauſe he loved them firſt, may well -ſatisfie 
any in this caſe, who are willing to captivate their own 
Reaſon to the belief of rhe Truth, as it 1s in Jeſus. For 
if Faith, and good Works foreſeen, were the cauſe why 
God choſe us ; then the clean contrary would be true, 
that we choſe and loved him before he either choſe, or 
loved us, which yet we cannot fay, without Confront- 
ing the Spirit of Truth ſpeaking 1n the Scxipture. Trurh 
is, we do not prevent God with our Love, but he pre- 
vents us with his Love. Qur Love is but of yeſterday 
and is the Spirit of his: His Love bears date from 
ternity, and is the Rootfrom whence ours ſprings. We 
did nor firſt prepare our ſelves for Glory, by having an 
Eye of Faith to the Recompence of Reward : Bur 

firſt preparedGlory for us, by caſting a propitious Eye of. 
Love upon us from Eternity, that in time he may give us 
the.Reward of Life everlaſting. Oh they what manner 
of Love is this, that before we hid any Being, orſo much 
as a thoughr of a Being in this World, God ſhould be 
plorting our Happineſs, and providing for. our eternal 
well-being in the World to come! Before ſtan _ 
thou had'1t eicher Name, or Life, thy Name (e) was then 
written in the Lamb's Bookof Life, and hall never be 
blotted out. Before ever thou did'ſt, or could'lt do one 
ſtroak of Work in God's Vineyard, he was thinking 
what glorious Reward to beſtow upon thee, preparing z 
Kingdom for thee, before ſo much as the Foundation of 
the World was laid | Before ever thou haſt any Co 
Appetite to whar is good, any Hungerings, or Thirſt- 
ings after Righteouſncſ,, even from Eternity was God, 
preparing a Feaſt of fat things for thee, a Fealt of Love, 
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and Life ofGlory! And oh what a ſumptuous Feaſt, 
whar glorious a Kingdom, what a bleſſed Reward muſt 
that needs be, upon which the infinitely wiſe God was 
ſ IRENE Eternity his Thoughts, and providing for 
pou ' the Temple were thought ſo Glorious, and 

lagaificent, becauſe as the Jews told Chriſt, it was for- 
ty and fix Years a building : How glorious then, how 
furpaſhagly Rich and Magnificeat muſt the heaven! 
Jeruſalem be, the Temple of God in Zion, that City whoſe 
Foundation was laid before Eternity in God's eleQtin 
Love, which was a framing from everlaſting, and whoſe 
builder and makerin time, was God over all Bleſſed for 
ever! Though this ſtately Building were reared vp in 
time; yetit wasa Framing before all time, yea, from 
allErernity. This Tree of Life, thought ir only Bud 
and Bloffom, and bring forth Fruit in time, yet it was 
planced*from all Erernity, in the Paradiſe of God's ever- 
laſting good Will rowards his People. And do not think 
that «4 great God would ſpend his Thoughts from E- 
ternity upon Trifles, or the Framing a poor pitiful Cot- 
tage from everlaſting : No, you will find it anſwerable 
to thePreparations made for it ; ſuch a Ciry, ſuch a Feaſt, 
ſuch a glorious Reward as the great God will not be a- 
ſhamed ro own for che Fruit, as well of his infinite Wiſ- 
dom, as of his eternal Love ! 


F (rt) THE Reward whereunts God allows his People # Re-+ 
JpeBs inall their Obedience, it's a continued, and an wninter- 
ruptible Reward. In this preſent Life we have nothing 
conſtant ; no Comfort, no Enjoyment, no Privitkedge, 
whereof we can always have the actual Fruition, and 
wherewith we. can ſenſibly delight our ſelves ogy 
day: But in the Reward of eternal Life there is noſuc 
Inconſtancy ; whatever Glory, whatever Joy, ' whatever 
| ineſs, and Soul-ſatisfying Pleaſures char 
carrieth in it, we ſhall have the aftual Perception, the 
fweet taſt, and the ſenſible lively Fruition of it, every 
moment, without any the leaſt intermiſſion. As the 
damned in Hell have filnefs of Milery, without one 
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moments Reſpite, one comfortable Divertiſement - from 
thoſe kelliſh Torments under which rhey lie, or one half 
Minutes eaſe to all Erernity: So rhe Saints of God in 
Heaven, they have fulneſs of Joy, withour any the leaſt 
moments intermiſſion of it ; without any interim of 
Diſturbance, without any unhappy Diverriſement to ſuſ- 
pend, hinder, or diſcontinue theu Joy, their Happineſs, 
their aftual delight ia God, ſo much as one moment for 
ever. Our Comforts in this Life are like the Sea, thar 
have their Fluxes, and Refluxes, their Ebbings, and 
Flowings ; if this hour we have a full Tide, yer the next 
it's low Water, and our Comforts are withdrawn : Bur 
in Heaven it's always high Water with God's People ; 
they have Rivers of pureſt Pleaſures that will never paſs 
away from them ; here they have a full ſpring Tide of 
Joy, and ſweereſt Comforts that will never be over. 
What the holy Ghoſt affirms of che four living Creatures, 
prailing God, which is, (f) thar they reſt not day and 
night, will hold rrue of all rhe Sainrs when they come to 
Heaven, where they ſhall not reſtday and night, nor one 
moment of either, rejoyciag in God, and warbling our 
his Praiſes for ever. Nor doth this at all_jncommodate 
the Nature of the Saints Happineſs, which is (g) ſaid ro 
be a Reſt remaining for them: Nor yer evacuate thar 
other Scripture, where ſuch as die in the Lord, are pro- 
nounced Blefled, (þ) becauſe then they reſt from their 
Labours. For 'tis not from the Exercile of ſuch Graces 
aS a State of Happineſs will comport with, thar God's 
People reſt in Heaven ! But from thar Dithculty,. and 
thoſe Weaknefles, which attending our Graces here on 
Earth, do keep us that we cannor always be in tae aQtual 
exerciſe of them. From enjoying God, fromdelighting 
in him, and from glorifying of him, they re!t not in 
Heaven : Bur ir 1s ffom enjoying him, from delighring 
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in him, and gloritying of him with Perfettion, Neadneſs, 
Hearr-wounding Diftrattions, and Wearinets, as now 
they do, thar rhey reſt in Heaven * For though Happi- 
neſs be defined to be a perfe& State of a reaſonable 
Creature, wherein it enjoys all Good that is due to it : 
Yer you mult (/) not think this throws a Man, into a dull 
unatrive Lethargy, I like ſome mortal Apo- 
plexy, the Sou!s Operations. Though the Happineſs of 
God s People be called a Reft, which is ſaid to be the 
Perfection of Motion ; yet ſurc I am this Reſt will ne- 
ver putan end to all Motion, nor hinder the Soul from 
delighting in God, from loving and prailing him ſo 
much as one moment to all Ereritity. The Truth is, 
the Reſt which remains for the Saints in Heaven, that 
erernal Sabbariſm of Hoppineſs, ir lies (4) mainly in 
this, that they ſhall never reſt, nor be taken off night 
nor day from beho'ding and loving, frem loving, and 
praiſing, from praiſing, and enjoying God for ever 
without all wearinefs Whilſt here we live in the croud of 
worldly Buſineſs, and have ovs Souls clogged with a Bo- 
dy of Death, why alas thcre are a thouland things ſtep 
in to divert our Ihoights to damp our Devotion, . to 
znterrupt our ſweet Communion, Fellowſhip, and Peace 
with God : But this Reward wil! no more endure any 
ſuch Diverriſemenrs, nor admic of tuck Soul-ſadning Ing 
exrruptions, than the Sun {on its noonday Brightneſs will 
endnre the preſence of a dark fora Nighe. Though here 
Chirftians, your Condition be often cloudv, and your 
Joy rbar thone brighr yette: dov, 15 echplcd roday: Yet 
jn Heaven, yelr Joy, your Conitert, your Fellow ſhip 
with God lhail.not be.rhus inconſtant, but there you ſhall 
have an uninterrupted Sun-thine of Glory, -and Happineſs. 
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(i) Cum teatitnio conſiiat in ultimo hominis attu, ne» 
ceſie eft iplam vjſe aliquam hemnis operatienem. Aq. 1, 
2, (. 3.2 X 
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fs, O H then Chriſtians think whart is the excellency, ex- 
a3 _cecding greatneſs and Glory of your Reward in Hea- 
ple ven, where you ſhall have the quick and accurate ſen!e 
ie of a'l fulneſs of Joy ; where you ſhall nor meer with 
t : any thing to diſtratt you, to divert your Thoughts, ro 
uJl take you off,no not for the leaſt momenr from yourGod, 
ns our Redeemer, your Comtcrter, your- Happineſs to all 
of nin Here you find God like a way-taring Man 
he that rurns into your Souls but for a Night, and 1s gone 
1C- in the Morning : Bur in Heaven he will make bis con- 
;N ſtant abode with you; he will ever be letting out of his 
ſo Love,of his Goodnels to you ; and will cauſe you nor now 
is, and then, bur every moment to be drinking of, the River 
1aC of his Pleafures! Like the fight of a Star through an 
in Oprick Glafs, when held by a Paltie-hand, ſuch 1s our 
;he ſight of God and Heaven, and Glory in this Life; we 
nd are long ere we can hx the Eye of our Faich upon them ; 
"ef and thongh the ſight be very pleaſant, yer we ſoon lofl: 
of it, our Thoughts wavering through, our Minds Weak- 
3 0- nets. Sometime from the Mounr N:bo of Divine Me- 
ep ditarion, we can gets prolipett of the heaven]y Canaa't 
ro viewing it, in all the Riches, Glory and Pleaſure of ir : 
Ce Bur how quickly are we forced ro come down wich 
ny thame, having the light of all heavenly Comfort hid from 
ny onr Eyes! Oh bur when once Chriftians, you come 7a 
wW! receive the Reward- of Eternal Life in the Kingdom 
"LC of God, now you ſhall have peace without any ditur- 
uT bance ; you thall now get above wharever might jnter- 
et rupt your Happineſs; now you ſhall have thote refreſh- 
up ing, thoſe ravithing delights 1n communion with Gol 
all through Chriſt, that ſhall never intermic !, Here if Chri't 
1s. come fo our Souls in Love, yer Oh how ſ-0n is he gone, 


1n anger provoked therero by our cold welcome that w2 
make him! Here if he take us unro his Wine-celtar 
_ and make us fir down under his Shadow with great de- 
F light, (a) the Hour though ſweer indeed, yer Oh hov 
ſhort do we find it ! Bur Chrittians, when once we have 
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(a) Dulcit hora, brevis mia | Bern, 
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received our Reward in Heaven, Oh now there is Joy 
every moment, there 15 Comfort and full communion 
with God in Chriſt every moment : So that now thy 
Happineſs, thy Glory, thy Pleaſures, though they hail 
endure for ever, and Jaſt as long as Erernity irfelf ſhall 
laſt, yer thou ſhalt always have the aftual enjoyment of 
them, and not lote one moment of Heaven's Happineſs, 
by any intermiſhon thereof, Night or Day for ever. 
The Reward of Life Exernal, irs an heavenly Banquer, 
that will not only laſt ro Eternity, bur of which you 
{ſhall be feeding, and wherewirh you ſhall be feaſting and 
delighting yourſelves every moment of Erernity. Here 
our $09 is like fome obſcure Sentence, which though 
but ſhort, yer by reaſon of its anomalous punQarion, 
its over-frequent Comma's and 11! placed Colons hath 
the ſenſe perp'cxed and ſounds harſhly : But in Hea- 
ven we ſhall have the golden Sentence of our Joy ſwel- 
ling out into a whole volume of Happineſs, and : yer 
neither Period ro put anend to it, nor any the leaſt 
Comma of interruption, to ſuſpend us from drinking in 
the ſweetneſs of it, ſo much as one moment to al} Erer- 
nity ! Like a Winter's Day ona which the Sun breaks 
forth, bur is preſently over-clouded again, ſuch is our 
Comfort in this Life: Burt in Heaven our Joy, our 
Comfort, our ſweereſt communion with God, it wil! he 
like a clear Summers Day on which there is not the 
leaſt cloud appears to intercept the warm beams of thx 
Sun, or to hide his light from us ſo much as one mo- 
ment throughout rhe whole Day. 


(12 THE Reward whereunto God allows his Prople a reſpe# 
in all their obedience its a molt plralant and joyful Reward. 


(4) Whether Joy, and Delight be of the eſſence of true 
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(4) Sunt enim iſta bona, ſed conſequentia ſummuem bonum, 
non confurnmantia. Sen. de vir. beat. cap. 15. p. mihi. 638. 
"wn deleTatio canſetur ex hee quod appetitus requieſcis in b 

epto, ipſa ad beatitudinem ſicut aliquid concomit ans _—_ 

o. Aq. 1.2.9. 4-4.1.C. 1 Pet. 1. 8. 
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Happineſs, I forbear to diſcourſe ir - Though Seneca 
will have them, though good, yet not c« nſticuent of, bur 
conſequeatial to true H2ppineſls, and fqwinas makes 
them concomirant thereiwich, bur not eſſential to Bleſſed» 
neſs. However becauſe this Reward is intended ro 
compleat your Happinels, and that cannot be withour 
fulneſs of Toy, therefore you may promiſe yourſelves in 


che having of chis Reward, ro have that Joy which will 
be unſpeakable and ful! of Glory. This Reward ir purs 
you under the moſt pleaſant ſhadow of a propitious Dei- 
ty : (c) Where you cannot but fir down with great 
delight and have that Fruit to feed upon which will be 
infiuirely more ſweet to your taſt than the Hony and 
the Honycomb. A!! Pleaſures are but Sorrow, all 
worldly delights tv better than Gall and Worm- 
wood, if compared with Joy and ——— Plea- 
fure, which the Recompence of Eternal Glory will bring 
with ic. (1) This Reward is like a Bundle of fragranc 
Myrche, like a Cluſter of Camphire, like a full Box of 
ſweeteſt Cordials, wherein is that delight and fulneſs of 
heavenly Joy, which excellerh all earthly delights, more 
than Paradile in all irs Glory, did ever excel the barren 
Wilderneſs. In every one of our earthly Enjoyments 
there is that which may diſguſt and be an Eye- fore, ar 
well as pleaſe ; there is Gall to imbitter, as well as Hos 
ny to delight : Bur once ks mg this Erernal Reward, 
we ſhall now meet with nothing, but Fruits of Paradgfe ; 
(e) with nothing but thoſe raptures of Foyt ha are bet- 
ter than Life itſelf. Here the Soul ſhall become a fpici- 
tual Epicure making 2 Trade of Pleaſure, faring delici- 
ouſly every Day, and feaſting herſelf with a ſpotleſs de- 


\— 


(c) Cant. 2. 3. 
Ki Cant. 1. 13. 14. 
e) Ibi gandirn ſuper gaudium ; gaudium vincens ome 
gandium , gaudium exir# quod non ej} gaudinm. 
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lightupon all yariery of Heaven by Dainties: {f) where 
(as Auſtin ſaith) ſhe ſhall have Joy upon Joy ; Joy infi- 
nitely excelling all Joy ; Jay without which there is no 

oy * In this Reward there is bound up not only Joy, 
10? fulneſs of Joys; not only Pleafures, ( g) bur an 
Frernity ofheavenly Pleaſures: Such a redundancy of 
Delights, and Heart-gladding deleQtations, as will eve- 
ry way ſatiate the Soul, and non-plus the utmoit curio- 
fry of her moſt enlarged defires, that now ſhe can wiſh 
for no more. For faith the Pſalnift, ſpeaking of the 
Reward Jaid up by God for his own People, in thy Pre- 
ſence is fuln:ſs of Joy; at thy right Hand there are Pleaſures 
for evermore ! Ty 15 like Eliſba's Oy), that ſtill mut- 
tiplies till the Veſſels of rhe Soul being filled upto the 
brim, ſhall fail ro receive the lealt drop more. Such is 
the Natnre of this Joy, that it doth nor only fill the 
Mouth with laughrer, but it fills alſo the Soul with com- 
forr. (4)It makes not only the Face to ſhine,but the Hearr 
of him that hath ir, ro ſing within him. Certainly the 
Sun is not fuller of Light, nor the Sea of Warer, than 
the Heart of God's People ſhall be when they come to 
Heaven, of Joy, and Soul-raviſhing delight. (7) This 
Joy you will find ſo great, that it cannot enter into 
you : But you muſt wholly enter into it, and be 
{weerly ſwallowed up therein, as in a boundleſs Ocean 


—_— — — 


f) Pfal. 16. 13. 
MINDY P2U Gandiorun ſatictar ; mon qui cum faftidio, ſed 
fumms animi jurcunditate quit ſatiatur : Of ita quidem probe, 
wir n'hil amplius vptare quear. 
"(z) Pfal. 4. 6 
{h) Non ergo to!um illud gandium intrabit in gaudentes : 


ſea toti gaudentes intrabunt illud gaudium. Auguſt. Man. 


Cap. 36. 

;) Now poteſ! beatitudo una tx parte objeffi alid major efſe, 
ſed ſccrndum ftruitionem ejus, quia alius eft ali melius diſpoſe 4 
fus ad eam unus altere beatior efſe poteſt. Aq. 1, 2. qu. 
5. aIT. 2. C. 
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of Divine Goodneſs. Not but that 1 think, as one Sr>r 
differs from another 'in Glory : ' So one Saint may 
differ from another in the Meafure of his Joy. (&) They 
ſhall all of rhem be thrown as Veſſels of Honour into the 
ſame River of God's Plcatures : But ſhall nor all have 
the ſame bore, nor be all of the ſame ſize, rhough eve- 
ry one of them according to their capacity ſhall be filled 
up to the brim. Proportionate to our improvements 
of Grace in this Life ſhal) be our enjoyments of Glory 


\ 


in the next : He thar makes the beſt ute of his Talent, . 


God will give him the beſt uſe for his Talent : (1) So 


- that the more we lay our ourſelves for God here, the more 


Joy God will lay up for our Souls againſt hereafter. 
(w) He that now ſows to the Spirit with the moſt liberal 

and, ſball then reap of the Spiric che moſt plentiful 
crop of Life and Erernal Happineſs. He that is now 
molt careful and diligent in trimming his Lamp ſhall 
ſhine moſt brightly in the heavenly Orb. And accord- 
ing to what any Mans preparations of Grace are whilft 
now militant; fuch ſhall be his Manſions of Glory, 
when once triumphant. Nor is there any juſt Ground 
hereby given to the Remaniſts whereupon to build there 


Do&rine of condign Merit : Neither have they any * 


advantage hence offered them to aſſert any ſuch thin 
as a redundancy of Merit in DoQors, Virgins, _ 
Martyrs, intitling them each one ro an addirional Coro- 
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Mat. 25. 14, 23. 

Luke 19. 16, 19. 

(k) 2 Cor. 9g. 6. 

"Edy cail3e xgung, 3xize AtuCdren: ty 5 wdoy mas 
Avg 6 wothg. Cyril. Hier. Carechel. 1. 


NQuante plus aliquis hic Deo obediens fuerit, tauto amplio- 
rem ab co mercedem fibi recipiet : quanioque amplius Deun a- 
mabit tanto propius widebit , quans cervere cupit. Bern. 
Med. cap. 14. 
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net or ſurpluſage of Glory. For the Ground of all this 
we make ro be the remunerative Goodneſs of God in 
Chriſt, ſo that both Glory and the meaſure of Glory, 
both Joy and the degrees of heavenly Joy, muſt wholly, 
be reſolved into the free Grace of God, from which they 
ſpring. And if Gods rewarding his People Secundim 0- 
pers, according to the Works tor the kind of them do 
nothing advantage the DoQtcina of- Merits, why ſhould 
his rewarding them Secundum opera according to their 
Works for the degree and eminency of chem, be thoughe 
ro do for it * If God where Grace may alſo give 
Glory without any Merit on the Souls pact: What 
reaſon car be given, why where he gives more Grace, 
he may not allo give more Glory with the ſame freene(; ? 
If any Man be made to fit down upon a more glorians 
Throne of Happineſs in Heaven, we do wholly aſcribe 
it to the redundancy of God's Love to ſuch a Soul puc- 
ring him up into an higher Form of Grace here on 
Earth, and ſo preparing him as it were for a more hono- 
rable Seat, whgn he ſhall come to fit down with Abraham 
and Iſaac and Jacob and all the Prophets to the Marriage- 
ſupper of the Lamb. However ir go there ſhall be chat 
fulneſs of Joy and Glory in Heaven that none thall be 
able to complain of want, nor fo deſire the leaſt degree 
of Happinels and contentment imaginable more = 
what he hath. (7) Nor ſhall any amongſt the Saints en- 
vy the Happineſs of each other, when they ſhall every 
one participate of anothers Joy: and count rhemſelves 
ſo much the more happy by how much God communi- 
cares more of heavenly Glory ro any of them. So that 
; whether we be Stars of the firſt or of the Second mag- 
nitude, we ſhall all ſhine bright in the Firmament of 
heavenly Glory. Whether the Veſlels of our Souls be 
little or great, they ſhall all of chem if Veſſels of Ho- 


—_—_ MN un 


H—_ 


(1) Atque id etiam beats civitas ills wagnum in [e ho- 
num videbit, quod nulli ſuperioriullus inferior in videbit. Aug. 
de civat. Dei. lib. 22. cap. 3o. pag. 738 
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nour, be full fraught with the rich Merchandiſe of 
Comfort, Joy, and everlaſting delights. Let your Hearts 
be never fo fad for the prefenr, yer the Reward of 
Eternal Glory will comfort them. Let them now be 
never ſo diſconſolate and forrowful, yer this Reward 
will ſcatter a!l Clouds of Sorrow, turning your Hearts 
into higheſt raptures of Joy , Delight, and ever)aſt- 
ing T:iiumph ! 


(13) THE Reward whereunto God allows 1:75 People a re- 
ſpe& » all their obedience, it's an unfading Reward, and ſuch 
as will never end in loathing and ſatiety. This Reward is 
a glorious Sun that always ſhines with the fame un- 
ſpotr2d brightneſs; "Tis a Tree of Life, that always 
yields Fruitof rhe ſame delicious reliſh, and ſweernels ; 
fo thar though ir farisfie you, yer it will never fade you ; 
and chough it will infinitely delight you, yet it will 
never glut you, nor make you weary of ir. The 
Manna which God gave his People in the Wilderneſs, 
though at firſt they admired it, yet afrerward they grew 
to loath ir : Bur this heavenly Manna, you will as 
much admire it, and be as far from loathing of it, after 

ou ſhall have been feeding upon it for Millions and 
Millions of Ages, as when firſt you gathered it, with 
extaſies of Joy and Delight paſſing all underſtanding, in 
the Kingdom of God ! What the Philoſopher ſaith of the 
matter of Celeſtial Bodiesy is nothing but what may be 
accomodated to the preſenr Truth. Though matter in 
Sublunary things be always burning with Juſtful appe- 
tite like a ſecond Meſſalins afrer variety of new ſhapes, 
=_u ſuch is the aftualiry and perfeQtion of the form iu 
eavenly Bodies, that the matter thereof can deſire no 
new form : So likewiſe it is with the Saints of Hea- 
ven ; though whilſt on Earth they were eaſily cloyed and 
tired out with their Creature-enjoyments, = now they 
have that fulneſs of Joy, that perfeQtion of Glory, thar 
ſurpaſſing delight and Soul-raviſhing contentment, of 
which they can never be weary, and beyond which chey 
can deſire no greater Happineſs! Perpetuiry ' neither 
takes off, from £ bitterneſs of Hell, nor the gat on, 
cavVen : 
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Heaven: Bur as chat wi!l moſt exquiſitely rorment, fo 
this will infinitely delighr for ever, withour any abate- 
ment. The Sinners reſtiels groans ſhall no leſs furiouſly 
tear his Woful H=-art ; nor the Saints triumphant Halle- 
lujahs any leis (weerly rejoice his Soul, afrer infinite A- 
ges, than whar they did the firſt moment. Long accuſto- 
medneſs wherher to Heavens Joys, or to Hells Torments, 
will neither make rhe one leis grievous and Weariſome 
nor the other leſs pleaſant and delightful. As the dam- 
ned muſt expe& the ſame Wrath, the ſame Flames, the 
ſame weeping, hideous ſchrieching, and gnaſhing of 
Teeth through the extremiry of their Tormears for ever 
withour any mitigation : So ler the People of God expet 
when they come to Heaven, the fame fulneſs of Joy, 
the ſame higheſt degree of Bleſledneſs, the fame Paraditc 
of ſweeteſt delights, Divine contenrments and ſurpaſſing 
matchleſs Pleaſures to all Ererniry, without any the leaſt 
diminution ! (m) Tis nor thus indeed with any of our 
ſecular fruitions, where a Man 1s utually fariared, with 
whar he rook as a remedy againſt ſatiery. There is that 
imperſeftion, emprineſs and diſappointment in all Crea- 
ture-enjoyments, that if, as Ammon and Tamar, we ger a 
lirrle ſenſual delighr in one moments fruition of them, 
yer the next moment diſcovers all, confuring by fad ex- 
perience our overwhelming Thoughrs of them, and fo 
make us loath them now, more than ever we loved rhem 
before. Being hungry we ear, being thirſty we drink, 
beicg weary we take our reft with delighr : Bur are 
we not in 2 few moments as weary of our fulnels as 
of our faſting as weary of our Drink as of our thirſl, 
and as weary of our Reſt as before we were of our wea- 
rineſs itſelf 2 That which we eagerly purſue for the at- 
taining of ir, we can as eaſtly nauſeare and deſpiſe it, 
when once enjoyed. (*) But in heavenly Glory there is 


(mm) Qui ſatictatt eccurrit, ſatictatem tmneusrit. 
(n) Vident ſemper & widere weſiderant : fine auxict ate de- 
flderant, © ſine faſftidio ſatiantuy. Aug, cap. 7. p. mi- 
bi 117. 
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that Bleſſed and Immarceſſible ſweetneſs that once enjoy- 
ed, it is alwayes deſired. This Glory is fatisfying bur 
nor ſatiaring; tis filling, but not glutring ; There is 
in it this admirable Virtue that at once it excites, and 
ſatisfies the Souls Appetite. Crearure-ccmforts are all of 
rhem ſuch fading Flowers that the more we ſme} to 
them, the leſs they have in them, both of Beaury, and 
Sweerneſs: Bur is far otherwiſe with this Erernal Re- 
ward, which never fades away, nor can it ever cloy us, 
whilſt both the defire abtaineth ſweerneſs, and thar 
ſweetneſs like Oyl ro the Lamp, maintains an everlaſt- 
ing delight in the full fruition of ir! In Heaven there 
is no dying Gourd, no withering Leaf, no fading 
Flower, but there all things keep that Original Beaury, 
Splendour and ſweetneſs which at firſt they had: $o 
that Erernity itſelf ſhall not be able to diſcover any the 
leaſt flaw of decay in rhe richeſt Jewel of the Saints de- 
lights, Happineſs and full Reward ro make them nau- 
ſcat, and be our of Love with. Here as the Flower of- 
ren ſheds before the Leaf fall, ſo the beauty of Creature- 
enjoyments is gone whilſt themſelves. abide with us : 
Bur in Heaven as their Reward endures for ever > their 
delight in ir will never fade, whilſt there rhey enjoy 
a perpetual Spring, and have no other Seaſon bur whar 
maintains an, uninterrupted freſh ſupply of all full and 
Soul-raping Pleaſures. O rhen what manner of Reward 
1s this, where their Happineſs ſhall never fail, nor their 
Pleaſures afrer millions of Ages grow leſs plealant to 
cheir caſt: Bur their Joy, their Happineſs, their Glory 
th-ir matchleſs Delighrs ſhall} keep - for ever in an 
Extaſy of Heart-raviſhing Admiration! This Glory is 
not only attrattive, bur alſo rerentive, fo that it pives 
dei'ght wirhour loathing, and tull draughts of heavenly 
Joys withour Satiery ! 


(14) THE Reward whereunto God allows bis People a Reſpe#? 
in all their Obedience, it's a divine beat:;fica! Reward, ſuch as 
putting you in the full Enjoyment of God himſelf, will be ſure 
#0 make you compleatly bleſſed. As God ſwears by bimſelf, 
becauſe he can (wear by no greater : So being willing 
9 


+. 


436 A Proſpett# of Heavenly Glory, 


to give his People the beſt Reward, he gives them him- 
ſeit becauſe a greater and a better Reward than himſelf 
he cannot give them. The Fruition of the ever bleſſed 
God, mult needs be rruly Beatifical : So that the Heart 
of Man cannort deſire any fuller Happineſs, than whar the 
full Enjoy ment of God in Glory will be. Greater Love 
than this hath no Man, - faith Chriſt, that a Man la 

down his Life for his Friend : So greater Reward hat 

no Man than this, that God will be the ſtrength of his 
Heart, and his Portionfor ever. So great is the Happi- 
neſs of a Manenjoying God, beholding the brightneſs 
of his Glory, and driaking in that fulne(s of Joy, which 
will flow { «)) everlaſtingly from Communion with him, 
that the Heart of Man is too narrow to conceive of ir, 
his Faith roo ſhort-fighred to ſee ro the bottom of it, his 
Hope too ſcanty ro expett ſo much Glory as is in it, and 
his Charity ſo far uncharitable, thar he cannot think 
ir poſſible that ever the great God ſhould provide ſuch 
Riches of Mercy and Goodneſs for a poor tinfu! Worm, 
ſuch as every one is by Nature. But yet thus it is ; they 
that now work for God, as willing to ſpend, and be ſpent 
in his Service, God kimfelf wil! become their Happi- 
nels, their Portion, their Heaven, their exceeding great 
Reward. There js much in Heaven beſides God, and 
yer all this Wor!d ſignifies nothing ro « gracious Soul 
without God. Such is the falneſs of Bleſſing in God, 
that he alone could make Heaven, without all other 
Enjoyments: All other Enjoyments withour God, 
would be ſo far from making an Heaven for the Sou], 


- that they would leave it everlaſtingly crying out like the 


Horfe-leeches Daughters in the Hell of DiſfarisfaQion, 
give, give! Other things they afford us ſome drops of 
Sweerneſs; butar God's right Hand there are Pleaſures 
for evermore. The Place, Heaven, the Society, Angels, 
and the Spirits of juſt Men made Perfet, with the like 


Or — 


CC —— OC or ——o—_ 
—— 


(a) Ruod Deus preparnvit diligentibus, fide non accipitnr, 
{p- non aftingitur, charitate non comprehenditur ; acquiri pe- 
tft, fimari non" poteft. Aug. de Civit. Dei. lib. 4. 
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Additaments of Glory, theſe may be as ſo many Stars 
beſpangling the Roof of our eternal Manſion : But che 
p' rious Sun of our Happineſs, the greateſt Emphaſis of 

eavenly Glory, the moſt orient Pearl in all the Crown 
of Lite, and which if once taken our, would turn it into 
a Ccown of Thorns, is the full Enjoymear of God over 
all blefied for ever ! Such was the Amiableneſs ,of Tits 
the Emperor, that they called him the Delight of Man- 
kind ; (5) ro be ſure there is that ſurpaſſing Lovelineſs, 
that unparallel'd marchleſs Beauty 1n a glorious God, 
chat he cannot but be rhe Delight, the Joy, the Glory of 
his Saints in Heaven, whoſe Happineſs was never com- 
pleared, rill God in Chriſt was thus fully enjoyed. 'Tis 
the Inchoation of the Saints Happineſs here, the Preludi-. 
um of their furure Glory, a glimpſe of Heaven before 
they come to Heaven, that the Lord is not with chem : 
Bur that which is the full Confummation of their Hap- 
pineſs, the brightneſs of their Gloty, and the very Bo- 
ſom ofthe heavenly Paradiſe, is, that when (3 they 
ſhall! be with the Lord for ever, and be raviſhed for ever 
with the ſweetneſs of his Love, (4) a Love that is full of 
nothing but Loves, and therefore much berter, more 
ſweet and (e) delicious than any Wine, how Cordial fo- 
ever. And certainly moſt Bleſſed, and full of Glory muſt 
the Change of every Saint in Heaven be, which canren- 
der it capable ro enjoy everlaſting immediate Communi- 
on with ſo infinitely ——_—_ Glorious a Majeſty. For 
as the bodily Eye cannot ſtedfaltly behold any bright and 
glorious Obje& that is never at hand, if not wonderfully 


——_——. 
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(6) Onanes delicie Deus erit, Of ſocietas ſanfte civitaztis 
is ills & de ille ſapienter beateque viventu. Aug. de catechil. 
rudib. cap. 25. 

(c) r Thel. 4. ult. 

(a) Cant. 1. 2. 

(er) Þ 17 ND Ban? WD amares th pre wine j whine 
WITS pluralis pro fogulari ponitur, 0b mult iplicis amorir a:- 
wvini in nos derivata beneficia, & pre imnibns hujuſce ſocu't 
dciciu, longt ſuaviſſims. 
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ſtrengthened : So were not all the Powers of the Soul 
w lly elevated, and corroborated by a glorious 
created Strength, the Saints in Heaven where God's Ma- 
jeſty, and matchlefs Glory is fully manifeſted, could no 
more enjoy him, look upon him, and delight in him as 
their ineſs, than a Man having fore Eyes, is able to 


Jook full upon the Sun in its greateſt and moſt dazling - 


Brightneſs. God therefore creares in his Saints ſuch a ſu- 
pernatural Diſpoſirion, whereby they are prepared for 
the full Enjoyment of himſelf, prepared to be filled 
with all the fulneſs of God, prepared to behold for ever 
this glorious Sun, whereas otherwiſe they would have 
been coo much opprefled with the Weight of ſuch a Glo« 
ry ! , What the Operation of the Souls is, which doth 
formally denominate the Saints Happy, and whereby 
they do fully enjoy as God the alone bearifical Objet, us 
a thing much controverted, amongff not only the 
Schodl-men, but the ſobereſt Divines: Some making ir 
ro be an Att of the Underſtanding with the Thomifts, 
whilſt others would have it to be an Att of the Will, 
loving, and taking infinite Complacency in God, with 
the Sco:r?s, (f) But I ſee no reaſon why any one 
ſhould go abour to promore a Schiſm betwixt the Gra- 


. ces 'of Knowledge, and Love ; or give one the Prehemi- 


nence above the other ; Since neither one, nor the other 
can be excluded, as mutually contributing to our neareſt 
Union with, and fulleſt Enjoyment of the divine  Ma- 
jelty. And therefore the Scripture doth not re 
whole of” our, Happineſs in the ſeeing of God, but a 
ſpeaks of pzrfaRt (g) Chariry rowards God, as that which 
oes ro the Canſtituring of us in a State of complexr 
leſſedneſs. ws. there is not only a beatifical Viſion 
of God ia Heaven, whereby we ſee him Face to Face, 


> _—— —— <A oa <D__—_ 


(f) Eſentialis beatitudo in Dei peſſeſſione confliruenda eft ; 
weriuſque verb faculratis, atiu veoluntari: ſeilicet & intelleftiis 
£ que principaliter ac immediate beati Deum poſſidebunt. Ar- 
zow!. Tatt. Sacr. lib. 3. cap. + $ 3: 

(£) 1 Cor. 13. 13- 
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! 
- that is to ſay, as clearly and my a$ @ finite Creature can 
* behold an infinitely glorious Eflence « But there is alſo 


a a beatifical Love to God, whereby we ſhall rake an eter- 
a nal Solace ef Delight, and full Aquieſcency int God; ſo 
ro || that allour AﬀeSions being now called home from rang- 
g - ing after lying Vanities, ſhall tmoſt ſweetly meer roge- 
Ns ther in an overflowing Ocean of Love to the Lord Jebs- 
5 vah. Both theſe are neceſſary to the full Frnition of 
4 God wherein our Happineſs doth (&) formally ſtand : We 


oo muſt know God, and love him too ; we muſt as well caſt 
'C the Sweetneſs of God, as fee his Glory, would we ever 
= be made bleſſed by the Enjoyment of him. In the Sun 
h there is Hear, as well as Light, and did it nor commu» 
Yy nicate its warm fnfluence to the World, as well as the 


A bright ſhining Beams of ics Lighr, there was ao living + 
ho thus Hear, as wellas Light is required in the Recompence 
it of Reward ; we muſt nor only have the Light (;) of#the 
3, Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus 
, Chriſt, bur we muſt alſo love him with all our Soul, with 
2]l our Mind, with all our Heart, and with all ous Might, 
\e wou!d weever live the Life of perfett Bleſſednefs. 
z- is a Reing infinitely true arid good : Sv that” both the 
a. Underſtanding muſt behold him as the firſt Truth, and 
ar the Will ” muſt ſweetly embrace him by love, as the 
ſt chiefelt Food ro make us compleatly blefſed. And certain- 
A- ly there are thoſe Pleonaſms of Beauty, and Goodneſs in 
e God, that the Soul ſhall no ſooner be call'd up to the full 
% Enjoyment of him ia Glory, bur ſhe will ſee atd love 
h him, ſhe will love and ſee him ; ſhe wil! drink in ever- 
It laſting Light from God, as the Fountain of Light, and 
in will bath her ſelf for ever in che River of his Pleaſures, 


e, hy ws 

(6) Plal, 34 8. "Brent 
7; (7) Beatitude ſerunduns Boethium oft figtus wamniurm bone- 
Gs rum aggregations perfeius ; ergo conſiſtere dever in operation 
T atyriuſque Neabasre rationalis : quia fs deeſſet wel wviſco Dei 


ut primi veri, vel illiss fruitio per anurein ut ſunmni bot, 510+ 

werer in mentt triquietudo 5 ſunt, anten inquittudo Of beatieial - 

14 to7paribiles. Baytis. _ Chriſt. pag: 291. * / 
), 
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a, in 
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with all fulneſs of Joy, and divine Contentment. Wha 
then can conceive what will be the Glory, the Happineſs, 
the everlaſting delightof a Soul, keeping an ecernal Sab- 
bath of Loves in the Boſom of the ever þlcfled God, 
where both our Knowledge of, ang Chariry rowards God, 

ing incorporated int} one glorious Fruition of him, 

} like a thouſand Sons in junQion With each 0+ 
ther, make a bright Conſtelation of heavenly Glory ? 
IF (&) the Queen of Sheba, oblerving Selomen's Glory, pro- 
nounced all about him (1) blefled, taying, happy ave thy 
Men, and happy are theſe thy Servants, whi d con- 
= before they, and that hear thy W: ; Whar 


— 


1] we then ny thoſe bleſſed Servanty of God, wha 
for ever rejoycing in the Fgribcal Preſence, 
bold the Majeſty, taft the G, and 
Snizely beyond what they could ever haye deſired, lo- 
vingKindnef 


—_— a. _ 
k — > a—— _ —_ 


(4) r Kings 10. 8. 
(1) Diflum eft olim Solomoni @ Regina Sheb&,beati viri tai, & 


beati ſerui tw qui ſlant corom te ſemper * quanto magir beati. 


for oportet, quetquet Ded in chrifts in faciem prejſentes,, & 
cont wr * 

b) Premium eft videre Deumuivere cum Deogvivere de Dre, 
ef — Deo,efle in Deo qui erit onnia 1m omnibus ; babere Deuns 
gui oft ſurmuty bouum. Ef ubi oft ſumomum bonum ibi eft ſumems f .e* 
licitas, I were libertas, per fella _ _ 

ſeruritas, & ſecurs eternita;. bi eft vers letitia, plens 
ciestia, omni; pulchritude, © enmirbeaticudoe, Et paxcis in- 
rerjeftis, widehit (Santtus) Dem ad yeluntatem, habebit ad 
weluptatery, fruetur ad jucnnditatem. In 4ternitate vigebit, 
in veritate fulgebit, in banitate gawdchit, Bernard, Medit, 
CAP. 4- Re 
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Reward can compare with chis ! Having God the chief 
eſt Good for-our Portion, we muſt needs have - the chief- 
eſt Happinitf5, the chiefeſt Delighr, crue Liberty, per- 
feſt Charity, eternal Security, and ſecure Eternity, ex- 
cluding all poſſibility of future Miſery. Here Chriſti- 
ans, here is the true _— the: _— —_— of di- 
vine Knowledg, the moſt peerleſs Beauty, perfeQ 
Enjoyment of i Bleſſedneſs : So that you ſhall ſee God, 
even to the SatisfaQtion of your urmoſt Curioſity, have 
him for your Pleaſure, and enjoy him for your greateſt 
ight, flouriſhing in his Erernfty, —_— with the 
bright Reflexions ofthis Truth upon you, rejoycing 
it his Goodneſs with Joy unſpeakable and full 
Moſes's Face ſhingd with the brightneſs of God's back- 
parts ; Paul was ſenfleſs of all other Joys, when rape up 
mto the third Heavens ; Peter was thrown into an Exra- 
fie of Admiration, when he only ſaw a glimpſe of Chriſt's 
Glory in the Mount : Oh then what Joy ian, will 
this be to thy Soul, what Beauty'tothine Eyes, what Mu. 
fick to thy Ears, what Hony to thy Mo what Per. 
fumes td thy Noſtrils, what fulneſs of Delighr ro thy 
Heart, when enjoying Communion with God i Heaven, 
thou ſhalt behold not his back-parts, as Moſer did, bur 
ſhale (c) fee him Face to Face! Here ir is thar all 
God's People ſhall rejoyce, andbe exceeding glad ; they 
ſhall Jelight themſelves greatly in the Lord Jehovah, 
whoſe Countenance is moſt aimable, whoſe Face is Come. 
ly, whoſe Voiceis ſweeter than the Hony, and the Ho- 
ny-comb. Oh this Chriſtians, is a beatihcal Obje& in- 
deed, moſt delightful ro behold, moſt pleaſant rg have, 


PE 


(c) Onmes leFantuy in Letitia & exulstione ; onmer delefan« 
tur de Dev, exjur aſpefus pulcher, facies decora, eloquiurs 
dulce. DeleFabilit eff ad vidoidim, ſulvis ad Iiionto, duls 
cis ad perfrumdum. Ipſe per ſe placer, et per fe ſufficit ad 
meritum : ſufficit ad premium, nec extr# illem quicquam que- 
ritur, quis totem 1m ills intenitar quicquid defideratur. * Seme 
per libet eur 'aſpicere, ſemper hib:re, ſemper in ills delef&ari, 
& in illoperfrui, Bern. ubi ſupra. | 
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and moſt ſwcer to enjoy ! Such is the fulneſs ef all Good 
in God, that of himſelf he can pleaſe the Soul, of himſelf 
he ſutficeth ro merir, and to be our cternal Reward : Nor 
can the Soul deſire ought out of him, as finding the 
whole of all Happineſs in him, whatever it be that ſhe 
can delire! Here Chriſtians, if any where, ircontenteth 
to ſex him ever, to have him ever, to enjoy him for e- 
ver ! In God is the Underſtanding clarified to know, 
and the Aﬀettions purified to love (4) him, as the firſt 
Truth, as the chieteſt Good ! And this ſurely is the 
whole Happineſs of Man ro know, and love the great 
God his Maker, in a way of divine beatifical Viſion, in a 
way of tull Enjoyment, and ſweeteſt Fraition. 


(15) THE . Reward whereunto Ged allows his People a 
Reſpett in all their. Obedience, it s a very near and proxim 
Reward, and ſuch as you ſhall ſpeedily be put in poſſeſſion of. 
The time when the Lord will reward you with all hea- 
venly Glory is of no Jong, date, though the time for your 
enjoyment of that glorious Reward, will bear dare to all 
Ererniry. *Tis bur a little while , and having finiſhed 
your Courſe, God himſelf will be your Portion, and 
your exceeding great Reward. The whole,time of Man's 

ife here js {o ſhort, that it goes but for one day in the 
Kalender of Heaven : And yet as ſhort as it is, no ſoon- 
er ſhall itcloſe up in the peaceful Evening of a blefled 
Death, but the Peny of eternal Life ſhall be given you. 
We are uſually long before we ſeriouſly ſet our ſelves ro 
work in God's Vineyard : Burt when once the Lord 
fees us working in good carneft, he delays nor, but comes 
qvickly* to reward us. (z) Behold (tfaich he) 1 come 
quickly, and my Reward is with me, to give every Man 
according as his Work ſhall be. The Lord doth nor fay 
he will come to reward us, which had implied ſome de- 


——— 
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(d) mm ills glarificatur intell-Fux et purificatur affifur, ad 
eogueſcendam & diligendam veritatem: Et hoc oft torum bonum 
heminss, naſſe ſcilicet &f amare creatorem [u:m, VTdem. i- 


I 
\ (#) Rev. 22. 12. 
"_ lay : 
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lay : But as one ready fo ſer the Crown vpon our 
Heads, behold, faith he, ſpeaking in the preſent Tenſe, 
I come quickly, and my Reward 15 with me. Orif any 
where the Lord ſpeaks of his People's Reward, as a thing 
to come, you may hnd him qualifying the —_— with 
ſuch comfortable Diminurives, as are enough. almolt ro 
remove the Fururiry ' of this g'orious Reward, -and to 
give it a preſent Subliſtence. (f) Take MWhar- one In- 
ance, where the Apoſtle ſhewing the Hebrews what need 
they (g) had of Patience, that having done the Will of 
God, they mightreceive the promiſed Reward ; he rells 
them, thar yer a lictle while, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and wHl not tarry. Great is the Emphaſis of the 
words in the Original, and ſuch as our Eng/iſh canng: 
with any handſomneſs of Exprefſion, render 'to the lite : 
For the Apoſtle, nor willing that theſe Believers ſhould 
think the tint long, he ſpeaks the whole of'ic by the help 
of three Diminurives, into one ſhort momear,. telling 
them that yer a little while, yes, a very; very little while, 
and their Lard, who already was coming, would no lon- 
ger adjourn their Happineſs, but reward .them ſpeedi!y.. 
Your Ceed-time of Grace, how needful foever, yer -be- 
cauſe it's a dropping time, rhe Lord will nor ſuffer ir to 
laſt always, bur tath-provided before-hand, that thorgly 
it ſhallendin a rich| Harveſt of heavenly Glory , where all 
Tears ſhall be wiped from your Eyes. Truth 1s, wehave 
but a few days in this World, and therefore many days 
there cannot be, rijl God will Crown, us with fulneſ(s of 
Reward in the World co come. Be ir ſo Chriſtian, rhar 
now thy own unbelieving dead Heart is-thy trouble 
within, and that the Wor!d and Saran trouble thee from 
without : Yet remember after a fow weary days the 
Lord will give thee a Writ of Eaſe; ke will give thee a 


_— 


(f) Heb. 10. 37. 


(g) Quod werd ait, purgoy Toww, FJouy, quod wal 
=_ quantum, quantum, wvalde parun ſignificat. Theoph. 
IN IOC, . 
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Sebbuh of Reſt '% ond w_ probes, gy nc 
ing all coatrary Winds, land the Shi pre- 

ok Soul at the wiſhed ſhoar of bleſſed Immoreality. 
What Athanaſfine ſaid of the rien Perfeftion,; calling it 
nubeculam cith-tr am, will hold true of all the AMiQti- 
ons, Tryals, and Perſecutions of God's People in this 
'Life, which are but as a little Cloud thit will ſoon 
be blown offer. So that though now you bear the 
burden, and heat of the day, yer Night comes on a pace 
as a tjimeof {b) refreſhing from the Lord, and then 
you ſhall moſt ſweetly repoſe your ſelves in the dow- 
ny Bed of God's eternal - Be your Sorrow ne> 
ver fo pion over night, yet there will come a day- 
break of Comfort, and: you are ſure to have Joy 1n 
the beauteous (;) morning of your Souls happy Tranſ- 


migration out of its tottering ea . Tabernacle, in- 
*o a Manſion of — . iced you may 
_ befor ten (&) days, a few ſhort” moments of time, bur 


all will end in an immarteſſible Crown of Glory, which 
zen thouſand Years, no, nbr yet Erernity it ſelf ſhall 
be able to wear out. Be it ſo that the Lord ſhould 
Hide his Face, from you, and ſeem (!) to forſake 
' Jows yet 'tis but for a moment, for a little In- 

of Baking Diſpleaſure : that with great 
Mercies will _ you, and with everlaſting 
Kindneſs will he have Mercy on. you. And albeic, 
Fou' now'(#) have one Aﬀittions upon another, yet 
they 'are borhlighr, and ſhort, and ſuch as muſt quick- 
ty give- place to a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory.” Oh then how -diligene ſhould the 
nearneſ(s/ of this Rewatd make us 'in doing the Work 
of God, and how patient in bearing his Hand, when 


(hb) Ads 3. 19. 
(:) Pfal. 3o. 5. 

&) Rev. 2. 10. 

D Wangh 54. 7. 
'(m) 2 Cor. 4+ 1. 
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lying aol heavy upon ws. "Twas the complaine of 

ood Man upon his Death-bed, thit now he was 
olds to 4 plice where he {ould never do, nor fuf- 
fer any thing more for a gracious God: 


(s) AND though we have no cauſt to complain, * 
when God gives any one of us his Quizrw eff, rewarding 
our weak endeavours with a Crown of Life : Yer ſure- 
ly becauſe rhe diſtance betwixr. us and our eftrnel Re- 
ward is ſo ſmall, we ſhould work bets big / 
redeem time for the Service of God more carefully and 
endure hardſhip as good Souldiers of Jefus Chriſt, endea+ 
youring to bring in what revenews of Glory fe can into 
the Exchequer Sb Heaven. Oh Chriſtian, labour ro fill 
up that lirrls cx by of Uſed whiclies berwixt thee - Aras 
thy Er Heaven with al Faith 
Virtue nd Parte atience & Fnowing that thy Glafd bars being 
once run out, w thon ſhalt never work mote for G 
never any more affer the leaſt re reproach or Aeehilp for 
lt oy but ſhale ra 4 bleſſed ror Me Ry : of J 
all t urs : ays (dear o 
how & vever and full Tall of ; ble By gle 6 all the 

y 


$ too, that ever 


thou have, as being ſiire ere 
Erernal Feſtival, an Everlaſting Hol 

kable, and full of Glory ! Rc og 
with to watch with Chri ur, and patiently rg 
ſallke for him, who fo uhng will comet6 reward you, 
and rake you to himſelf? aving drunk a little 
draughr of the bitrer Waters of Marah, the Sogar of E- 
ternal Glory is ready. Yeta Ii while and the Storm 
will be r, the Day will bre , and all the dark ſha- 
dows of Sorrow will take Wing; and for ever fly a- 
way ! Wait bur a few moments more, and God will 
certainly lighten your Darkneſs, diſcloud —_ Sung 


——_— 
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(a) Non medica enim conſolatis eft laboris, Firs ſperary jadio 
Har & remuner orem conf! anti an cert amimid FRET SNOB þ 
ymo. 
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- All vp your Comforts, and come riding goxioully 
through the Skies in a triumphant Chariot all pavEd wir 
Love, tg fetch you up into an eternal Manſion of Glory 
with himſelf, in the higheſt Heavens! (5) *T was no 
ſmall reviving to old 7acob, but indeed as Life from the 

+ Dead, when Jeſeph his Son fent Waggohs ro carry him 
down into Egypt, a Land of bondage, as it proved : Bur 
when Chriſt our deareit Saviour, our precious Redeemer, 
whom our Souls have"foved, and our Hearts longed af- 
ter, ſhall nor ſend but come jn Perſon, taking vs up into 
the Chariot with himſelf, and carrying us away into the 
Palace of the great King, into the glorious liberty of the 
Children of God, oh now what ſweet acclamations of Joy 
and Gladneſs will our Mouths be filled with, as Streams 
everlaſtingly gfrom a full Fountain of pureſt Joy 
in our Hearts, that ſhall never be exhauſted , bur 
ſpringing up like a Well of living Water upto Life ever- 
Jafting ! (c) "Tis a blefſed thing to wait fof the Lord 
ina way of well-doing ; but irs Bleflednefs itſelf, and 
that which will more. than recompence all. our Service, 
ro have Chriſt coming with millions of glorious Angels 
to condutt us into Heaven, and ſet the Crown upon our 
Heads with his own Hands! Now the Righreous for- 
getting that little moment of Sorrow which they had in 
this World, they cry ant admiring in this the Day of 
their glorious inangurition with the Church, (a) Lo, this 
is our God ! we have waited for him and he will ſave us; this 
is the Lord, we, biue wajttd for him, we will be glad and ve+ 
qoice in bis Salvation ! The Lord uſually comes before 
expeQation to « People 'waiting for him, with a Crown 
of Life: ' And thay makes them look upon him with 
more delight, and entertain him as in an extaſie of heart- 
entrancing Joy and ' Admiratjon! You cannot but 
greatly admire the Lord and your own everl-ſting Hap- 
pineſs, when they come, becauſe *tis but a little while 
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and he will come, putting you in. full poſſeſſion of hea- 
venly Glory, when you thought yourſelves to be at a 
great diſtance trom it. 


(16) A ND Iaftly, the Reward whereunts God allows his Peo- 

le a reſpeit in all their obedirnce, it's an everlaſting Reward, © 
his Reward 1s a glorious Sun, which when once ariſen 
upon you, will never go down, but homage. | tefrefh 
your Souls with warmeſt Beams of Love, and Comforr. 

"Tis a full Hogſhead of cordial Wing which can never . 
be drawn drie, but will run moſt pure neQareous Spirits 
of Joy and Gladneſs wirhour any feculency,to all Ererni- 
ty. "Tis an everlaſting Spring of Joy and Happineſs 
x ſhall never loſe its "moſt ſweet, enflowred vernancy 
through the approach of an injurious Winter. (2) The 
ſeventh Day, as A«ftin obſerves, had no Evening mentio- 
ned, to typify an Erernai Sabbath of reſt provided of 
God and fully ro be enjoyed by his People when they 
ſhall have finiſhed their courſe. Truth is, Erernity 1s 
the grand aggravation both ofthe Sainrs Happineſs, and 
of the Sinners Miſery : Heaven would not be ſo ſweet, 
nor Hell fo bitter ; the Flames of this would not be fo 
ſcorching, nor the ſmiles of that ſo entrancing, were it 
not that both the Joys of Heaven, and the Torments of 
Hell, ſhall endure for ever. The Night of the damneds 
Horror and Miſery would not be: fo dark and glocmy, 
could they ever expeCtt a Day-break of Comfort to bring 
them out of that fiery Furnace : Nor would the Day of 
the Saints Glory, and Eternal Triumph be ſo unconceiv- 
ably bright and gladſome to them, were it poflible for 
this glorious Day to be overtaken 'with the ghaſtly ſha» 
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(e) Dies ſeptimus veſpera eſt, nec habet occaſum ; quia ſan- 
7; ficafti ewn aa permanſionem ſempiternam : ur id quod tt 
poſt opera tua bona valde quanivis ea quictus ſeceris, requievi- 
f?i [eptimo die. Hoc preloquatur nobis vox libri tui quo et nos 
folt opera noſtra idts bona valde, quia tu nobis ea donaſti, Sah- 
. batha vita aterne requieſcamus in te ctiam. Aug. Con. 1. 
ſ3.,C. 36 
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dows of the Night, and to end at length in the moſt hi- 
deous Datkneſs of annihilation. Bur che Lord hath fo 
ordered ir, that borh the Wicked and the Godly having 
quit the Shoar of Time, ( f ) Shall £0 away, theſe into ever- 
lafting Pire prepared for the Devil and his *Angels ; but the 
Righteons into Life everlaſting. So that here you ſee the 
Lord wn his beſt Wine to the laſt, writing Eretni- 
his Peoples Reward, as thac which is the Top- 

oftherr fature Happineſs ; the very Heart, the ve- 
Kernel and quingeſſence of heavenly Glory. (g&) If 
Heaven be a goodly Paradife, to be ſure the ErernitF of 
it, is the ſweereſt Flower in it, deriving unperiſhable 
fragrancy into all the reſt. (þ) If the Rewatd of God's 
People be a Crown of Righteouſneſs, this Erernity is-the 
richeſt Jewel that hangeth vpon ir ; the Pearl of greateſt 
worth. If Glory be a Bright Conſtellation made tp of 
all good things, yeteverlaſtingneſs is in ir as a Srat of 
the firft magnitude, that ſhines npon all the godly with 
moſt clarified Beams of Light and Heart enchearing re- 
freſhment. (i) If rhe recompence of the Saints in| Hea- 
ven be a River of Life clear as Chryſtal, the, petennity 
of it is doubtleſs the ſweereſt Stream flowing from it, 
and 'thar which above all the reft will everlsſtingly 
make ghd the Ciry of our God. For as the darniied' in 
Hel] aremore horribly cormenrted ro.think that they muſt 
always lie —_ in Hell Fire, but never be conſu- 
med ; always be filled with Heart-breaking Groans fot 
the Wrath of God poured out upon them, but never 
be fo happy as to groan ont their Sorrow and their Lives 
ether; always be kept in everlaſting Chains of Dark- 

nefs without any hope that a Day of Mercy will ever 
dawn upon them ; (&) as for this I fay, that their Tor- 
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ments ſtill never end, poor damned Creatures are more 
horribly tormented, than they "can be with the Senſe of 
their preſent Miſery : . So that which above all other, the 
Royalties of Heaven, will repleniſh the Heazrs of Gods 
People with Joy unſpeakable and full Glory, 1s co think, 
I) now we are made Pillars in the Temple of God, and 
go no more out for ever ; now weare in the Arms 

of our bkefſed Lord, and ſhall never be ler fall more; 
now we are Cloathed upon with our Houſe Eternal in 
the Heavens, and ſhal! never more be found naked; 
new we are fet down with Abrebam and aac and Faced, 
and all the Praphers in God's Kingdom to an Eternal Ban- 
guet of Loves, and from which we thall never riſe up to 
hunger and thirſt any more ; now we have the ſmiles of a 
_—_ God abounding in ſweetneſs towards us, and 
never ſee him frown any more ; now we are got 4 
bore Sin, and Sorrow, and Temptations, and ſhall be 
txoubled with them no more ; (m) now God is our Por- 
tion, and will be our Portion for ever ; now we are in 
the Boſom of our heavenly Father, and there we ſhall reft 
ourſelves with fulneſs of delight for ever ; now the Ho» 
es. Comforter indeed, and ſhall comfort our 
arts with. richeſt redundances of Joy and unſpeakable 
forever; now our Sorrow, our Grief, (=) our 

Heart ing T:ouble, it'sall turned into fulleſt Joy, 
and our Joy no Man taketh away from us to all Ererni- 
ty! Oh my Friends, no Heart+is able to conjeQture with 
what Pleonaſms, what Diffuſions, what overflowings of 
Joy God's People will be filled when they ſhall ſce them- 
ſelves poſſeſſed of that glorious Inheritance, (s) which is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that ſhall never fade away, 
reſerved for. them Erernal in the Heavens! Hear all our 
Comforts are like a ſmall Candle whilſt it gives us: light 
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») Pal. 73. 26. 
(my John. 16. 22. 
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is till waſting and ſpending itſelf, till all be conſumed: 
Bur the Reward laid up for God's People in Heaven'that's 
an everlaſting Reward, thar's a Kingdom which can ne- 
ver be ſhaken; that's a far more exceeding and an Eternal 
weight of Glory. Though Chriſtian, thy Riches, thy 
Honours, thy Friends, thy deareſt Comforts in the 
World, cannot always abide with thee: Yer the re- 
compence of the Reward, that's for everlaſting, the en- 
joyment of God in Chriſt, thar's for everlaſting; the Joy, 
the Happineſs, the Glory of Heaven, theſe are all for e- 
verlaſting, and will never leave thee! This Reward, it's 
the free Gift of God in Chriſt, (p) and can rherefore be 
no leſs than Erernal Life. We think it's a great- matter 
ro be free from changes,enjoying our Eſtates,our Liberty, 
our Relations, for ſome rwenty, or forty Years together : 
Burt to compare this ſhort rime of Health, Relations -and 
other Comforts of this Life with bleſſed Immortality, 
with that boundlefs Erernity which is put into the leaſe of 
heavenly Glory, .and what is it but as a ſmall Drop ro 
the whole Ocean ? O Sirs, when you ſhall have paſſed 
chrough Millions of Years in Heaven, with a 'bletled 
God, with a glorious Chriſt, with the ſweereſt Spirit of 
all divine Comforr, and ſhall find upon tryal, that no 
Millions of Yearsthough able to out-vie the very Sands 
upon the Sea-ſhore for number, can cither ſhorren; or di- 
miniſh your Joy, what high admiring Thoughes wilt 
you then have of this glorious Reward, this fulnkſs 'of 
Toy, theſe Pleaſures whichare at God's right Hand for e« 
vermore, (q) ſurpaſſing for the Eternity of chem the ut- 
molt reach, the moſt curious Search of all finite capa« 
cities! O dreadful, O blefled Eternity! 'Tis Erernity 
that gives Life both co rhe Tormeats ef Hell, and to the 
Joys of Heaven. This will make every moment of hel- 
lith Torments ſeem a long Eternity : And this will make 
the longeſt Day of heavenly Glory ſeem no more than 


(3) Rom. 6. 23. 
(4) Pfal. 16. 11. 
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one pleaſant moment ! Oh this is that which is moſt ac- 
cumulative; 'tis the Heaven of Heavens ; this is Glory 
ſwelling our into a boundleſs Ocean of Joy unſpeakable 
that knows neither banks nor botrom. Oh this is that 
immarceſſible Flower which no Time can crop ot make to 
wither, Time itſelf being now ſwallowed up in the vaſt 
Ocean of Eternity. Oh rhis is the higheſt Piſgah of the 
Saints Bleſſedneſs, thar having once put on theRobes of 
Glory and being cloathed with theGarments of Salvation, 
they ſhall never put them off again. *Tis this that makes 
them tranſcendently Happy beyond what Eye hath ſeen, 
or Ear heard, or the Heart of Man can conceive, that 
they ſhall be with the Lord for ever, and thall have the 
Light of his Countenance as an-Eternal Sun-ſhine that 
ſhell never be eclipſed, nor go down any more for c- 
ver! 


—_—_— 
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CHAP, XV. 


The whole Diſcourſe concluded and taking 
further Improvement of the Doftrine for 
the Comfort of God's People, and ſhew- 
ing what everlaſting glorious advantage 
will accytw to them, by a due reſpett had 
ro the recompence of rewayd in 12 Par- 
ticulars, 


(2) ITHER TO I have been drawing for you 2 

Map of Heaven, and giving you as from the 
top of Mount Nebo a Proſpect of theCeleſtial Canaan: The 
next thing wherewith I {hall cloſe this uſe, and ſhut up 


my whole diſcourſe upon this SubjeQ, 1s co let you _— 
_ 
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wehar a due reſpe& had ro'the recompence of the Reward 
will do for - whar_ p_ Fruit you may ga- 
ther by the Fland of Faith from this Tree of Life. 


(1) 4 due Reſpel# had to the Recompence of the 
will derive mach fivength Into your Souls, fur- 

niſbing them with all ſuitable Abilities for every Dw- 
iy. God's People, though weak in themſelves, e 
they are never without in God: Bur when 
by Faith they look within che Vail, obſerving what Rich- 
es of Grace and Glory'are laid up for them rhere, hen 
they ave ftrengthned more rhan ever, then they are af- 
ſiſte& more powerfully than ever, then they have _— 
for the Work of the Lord, more than ever. St. Par, 
though a weak Veſſel, not having Ability, as he ſadly 
complains, for any Duty in himfelf: Yer having his 
Eye fixed continually upon Heayen, the Grace of God is 
ſo mightily with him, that now he can go through eve- 
ty Duty, labouring more abundantly than all the reſt. 
ough Faith it was that thoſe Worthies, mentioned 

by our Apoſtle, (a) were made ſtrong: To be ſure 
Faith eying the Reward of erernal Life, will put ſtrength 
into you. There is nothing that can facilitate your Du- 
ty on Earth, but an Eye ta. Heaven ; nor can any thing 
make you able for the Work of the Lord, tar the ſerious 
Meditation of that Reward which you ſhall bave from 
the Lord. Doſt thou complain ſweer Babe in Chriſt, of 
* thy own weakneſs? Is it thy daily AﬀiStion thar' thy 
Soul is ſo dull, ſo- indifpoſed;. ſo uaable for the Work of 
God > Art thou daily troubled ro think what a Child 
thou art at every holy Exerciſe ; how unable to Pray, 
' eo Medirate, ro works out thy own Salvation ? Fix thy 
Thoughts upon Heaven; eye ſtedfaſtly the Reward of 
na Glory: Notdotbting, but thar will ſhed ſuch 
an cnlivening Dew of Grace upon thy Soul,as will effeQu- 
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ally lift up the Hands thaz hang down, (6) and ſtrength» 
en the Knees of thy Soul, how weak and feeble ſoever. 
Underftand rhen ye Blefled of the Loxd where yaur 
ſtrength lies, and how caſily you may be furniſhed with 
fteggrh fur every boly Undertaking! A Man eying the 
Prize ſer befors him, through an ambitious delire of 1 gs- 
thers ſtrength to run the Race : Thus Chriſhans, eyiog 
this glorious Reward, will be ſure to gather ſpiritual 
Strength to run the way of God's Commandments. O 
Chriſtians, had you but more ſerious fixed Thoughts of 
heavenly Glory , how would this rally rogethes all the 
Powers of your Souls ia Dury, how would this enliven 
your Hearts, renew your Strength, and make you moupr 
up with Wings as Eagles, make you run, and not be wea- 
Iys make you walk, (c) and never grow faint through 

eakneſs inthe Work of the Logd! Oh what greacer 
Encouragement -can any Man have to ſtrengthen his 
Heart and Hands in every Dury, than tot having. 
fixed his Eye upon this glorious Reward, yonder is the 
Crown, the Kingdom, the Glory prepared for me ! 
Sampſen being ready to faintthrough Drought, the Lord 
clave a place inthe Jaw, cauſing Water (4) to come 
our, of wkich when Sampſen had drunk, his Spirit, his 
Strength came again, and the Man revived : $o Chri. 
ſtians, if at any time through Weakneſs you be ready 
to faint, be ſure that you go to this Fountain of. Life, 
drink in ſomething of Heaven ; this will be a ſpiritual} 
En-hakkore to you; cauſca Spirit of Might, of Strengrh 
to come upon you ! You lain you, cangot pray, 
you cannot perform Duty ; you have-no Lite, no Power, 
no Hearts in any holy CR : Burt how. much 
is the Fault your own ? Did you ftedfaſtly look up to 
Heaven, you could not always-like Children be troubled 
with ſuch Weakneſs. . When eves therefore you find In. 
diſpoſition, Weakneſs, lnabiliry lying heavy. upon. you, 
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{> that you cannot do the things that you would ; Ie 
tell you, if indeed-you do deſire ro be eaſed of this 
Burden, what you ſhall do ; Sir down for a lirtle momenr, 
and ſteep your Thoughts in this River of Life ; remem- 
ber in every Duty, it is to Heaven that you are walking, 
'tis to the ever blefled God, ro a precious Chriſt, to all 


fulneſs of Joy, to a Crown of Life that ſha!l never be ra--* 


ken from you ! 


(2) A due Reſpett had to the R:compence of the Reward, 
will make you to eſteem of all worldly Reproach, that you ſuffer 
for Righteouſneſs ſake at # /i2ht matter. Though no Child 
of God dare glory in his Shame, yet every Child of God, 
having reſpett ro this ertrnal Reward, can glory, in that 
which the Word counts his Shame. Though there be 
nothing that lies more heavy upon an 1ngenuous Spirit, 
than the Reproaches, reviliing Language, opprobrious 
Nick-names put upon God's People by the fcurrilons 
mulrirede, yer the weighr of Glory, when ſeriouſly eyed 
will make all this light, and eafie ro be born. Though 
God's People would nor for all the World give any juſt 
occaſion ro thofe withour ro ſpeak evil of their holy Pro- 
feſlion, yer if all the World thould revile them malici> 
ouſly, traduce them, and ſay al! manner of evit of them 
fallly for the ſake of Chriſt, (ec) in this rhey could nor 
bur rejofce, and be exceeding glad, knowing how trant> 
cendenr!y pgtear and glorious their Reward is in Heaven ; 
Heaven is fo glorious an Inheritance, that whoever be- 
holds it with an Eye of Fairh, cannor chooſe bur glory 
in all thoſe Reproaches, as Matter of greateſt Honour, 
and higheſt Dignity which he ſuffers for Chriſt. Hence 
Moſes, he eſteems the Reproach of Ckrift, . greater Riches 
than the Treaſures of Exypr, as having an Eyeto this glo- 
rious Reward | which h& knew would follow after. hb. 
ſerveit, Moſes did nbt only endare with patience theſe 
P.eproaches, but he glories in them, counting them mat- 
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ter of Honour ro him, (f) So the Primitive Chriſtians, 
they go away trom before the Council, when ignomini- 
ouſly ſcourged, rejoyce that they were ſo fir honoured of 
God, as to be counted worthy ro ſutter Diſhonour for the 
Name of Chriſt. How happy did Cyprian Judge the 
Church of God in his Days, when under Reproach and 
Perſecution, that ic was made glorious through the 
ſprinkling of the Martyrs Blood. 'T was (faith he) for- 
merly cloathed in white through the holy Converſation of 
the Brethren : But now in Purple, in a ſcarlet Robe 
made glorious in the Blood of (gz) the Martyrs. Amongſt 
the Plowers wherewith ſhe is adorned, are wanting nei- 
ther Lilies nor Roſes: Ler every one now ſtrive for 
the ample Dignity of this double Honour, that they 
may receive ,cither white Crowns for well-doing, or 
Crowns of Purple as the Reward of all their Sufferings ! 
The ſame Author writing to ſome of God's People under 
manifold Sufferiags, he thus comforts them againſt their 
Chains, and other diſgraceful uſages -which they mer 
withal. Theſe are not Bonds, buc Ornaments ; they 
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( ft) Ads T. 40. 
(g) Erat ante in operibus fratrum candida, nunc faTta ct is 
Martyrum craore purpurea. Floribus ejus nec lilia,nec roſe deſunt G 
Certent nunc ſinguli ad utriuſ7ue honoris ampli ſimam dignita- 
terw : ut Accipi ans coronas vel de opere candidar ; wel de paſſions 
puorpwreas. Cypr. Epilt. 9. pag. mili 27. Dicetss Dee 
heminibus & fiedem ſuamreligioſa virtute 3:f/a tibus, ornamg- 
ts ſunt iſia, non vincu's : nic Chriſtianorum pedes ad infami- 
an copulant, ſed clarificant ad coronxm. O pedesteliciter vin, 
qui 10% 4 fabre, ſed & Domino r:ſoluuntur | O pedes fhliciter 
vini, qui itinere ſalu:ari ad Paradiſum diriguntur! O peacs 
in [.eculo ad preſens lig ati, ut fint ſemper apud Dominum libe- 
ri, O pedes compedibus & tran ver[ariis interim cunfaburd;, 
ſed celeriter ad Chriſtum glorioſo itinere curſuri | Ormis iſ's 
deformit as deteſtabilis &f tetra Gentilibus qua'i ſplendove pen- 
ſabitur! Saecularis hec & brevis paria quam clari & dter- 

me honeris mercede mutabitur ? Iid. epilt, 77. pag. 255. 
l 


456 A Proſpett of "Heavenly Glory, 


—_— 


" not Chriſtians Feet toany Diſgrace, but only fit them 
for the Crown. O Feet, happily bound, which nor. the 
Smith, bur rhe Lord himfelt thall fer at Iiberry ! O Feet 
happily bound, which by a faving Journey are dire&ed 
to Paradile! O Feet bound a while in this World, to 
be at liberty with the Lord for evermore! All this 
Deformity, though derettable and matter of foul re. 
proach amongſt the Gerziles, with what everlaſting Splen- 
dor ſhall ic be rewarded ! T his ſhort and momentany Suf. 
fering, how 1con ſhall it be changed for the recompence 
of bright eternal Glory ! So that you ſee diſgrace, Per- 
ſecution, and fouleſt Reproaches will be counted but 
as Badges of Honour, when the Eye is fixed upon that 
Crown to which they lead. If we put the Finger in 
the Eye, and bewail our Unhappinels, when reproached, 
and evil ſpoken of inthe World, . it's a fign that eternal 
weight of Glory that will tollow atrer is not in our Eye 
O then that you may not ſuffer your ſelves to be 
ſcoffed our of your Profeſſion, look well to that erernal 
Reward which lies before you. O Chriſtians, tis not 
our Shame, bur your Glory, "tis not your Difſhonour, 
fe your greateſt Renown to luffer Reproach for Chriſt's 
ſike ; and ſo would you quickly count of it, did you but 
ſeriouſly think with your lelves ro what a glorious King- 
dom you — come ! Be not then like ſome, 
whom 7:rtullian ſpeaks of, that were pudoris magis memores 
quam [alatis, more lolicitous about a htetle worldly Dif- 
grace, to thun that, than abour their immortal Souls rhat 
they might be 1taved ! Chrift himſelf was counted 2 
Wine-b:bber, an Enemy to Ce/ar, David was the Song of 
the Dcunkards, and ſhall wethink ro eſcape, faving both 
cur ſecular Repure here, and our wuls hereafter *? Pau 
ratties his Chain which he bore for the Goſpel, raking 
an holy Pride inir : And ſhail we be daſhd qut of coun- 
tenance by the Reproaches of a few pitiful Fellows, 
whoſe only Charatter of Commendation is, that they 
(as Tuſtin Martyr faith, dprayus UCelGery) rail upon honel 
Men in handiom Language ? Did Chriſt wear a Crown 
of Thcrns tor us, and ſhall not we bear a little _ 
an 
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and Reproach inthe World for him ? O letus count all 
Accuſations that are brought againſt us for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, our Glory, and bind every Reproach that we ſuffer 
to our Head as a Crown of Honour ! The Sun. never 
ſhineth more brightly, than when newly come from un« 
der a Cloud ; the more Chriſtians, you are under a Cloud 
of Reproach and Diſgrace in this World, the more bright- 
ly will you ſhine for ever in the Kingdom of God. Be 
it fo that you are now counted the off- [couring, and 
refuſe of all things ; "br the time is at hand, when Chriſt 
will come to be glorified in his Saints, and admired in 
all them that believe. Oppoſe then your future Glor 
to your preſent Suffering ; and that when cloathed wir 
nothing but Shame and Reproach in this World, you 
may glory therein, think often of thoſe white Robes, 
thoſe Garments of Salvation which , will ſhortly be pur 
upon you! Give me my Chains tog, and dub mea 
Knight of that nobleOrder, (aid a Martyr of greatQualiry 
in France, when he ſaw his Fellow-ſufferers bound with 
Cords, and himfelf for his Dignity ler go unbound. Re- 
proach it ſelf, when ſuffered for Chrift, wil! be. matter of 
Glory, if your Eye be once ſtedfaftly fixed upon this e» 
ternal Reward. The Spoule is never more beautiful, 
than when the World counrs her baſe, conſtraining her 
to wallow in Sack-cloath. By all Aſperſions God's Peor 
ple are waſhed faicer;; the white Robes of Glory, are 
moſt ſure ro be put upon them, who were firſt ſconred 
for the take of Chriſt wich the Soap and Fullers-earth of 
worldly Diſgrace. The Reproach which we ſufF:r fos 
Chriſt is a precious Treaſure, which though it have 
weight in 1t, to preſs and grieve us, yet there is in it; 
ſuch fulneſs of Worth, as will everlaſtiagly Enrich and 
Crown us. You may bar the Reproach of Men a while, 
but that Honour which comes from God you thall wear 
for ever. Here you may be wrap'l up in Darkaeſs, and 
buried in Diſgrace: Bur hereafter you ſhall be adocned - 
with Robes of Ligh:, and Crowns of Glory, Now you 
may lie among the Pots, and v2 ſmurred with the ful 
calumniating Tongues of ungodly Men; , bur the . Re- 
ward of eternal Life, ir will make you lite the Wings. 
i 2 of 
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of a Dove covered with Silver, and her Feathers with 
yellow Gold, P/al. 68. 13. 


(3) A due Reſpeft had to the Recompence of the Reward, 
would be a firong Cordial againſt all worldly Sorrow, and make 
you walt chearjully. Though the Soul may walk as if 
Sorrowing, yet indeed it will always be refuycing, whilſt 
turning away from beholding the things which are bur 
for a Sealon, it fixeth an Lye upon thar far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weighr of Glory. 'Tis ftoried of Ceſar, 
that when at any time ſurprizcd with Melancholy, he 
uſcd to ſmite upon his Breaſt, ſaying ro himſelf, cogirs re 
Ce/arem ef, remember thy ſelf Man to be Ceſar, and caſt 
away Sorrow ! And if he thought his earthly Great- 
neſs was enough to make him chearfol, how much more 
w1ll this glorious Reward, if duly 'thoughr upon, chear 
up our Hearts, and make us walk with a lightfome 
Countenance in the ſaddeſt Condition > Whilſt Jrae! 
marched through rheWi!derneſs,their brighteſt Day had a 
Pillar of Cloud, and their darkeſt Nighta Pillar of Fire : 
So in this Life, rhings never go fo ull with God's People, 
but they have ſome Light, nor ſo well, but they have dai- 
- occalion of Sorrow, and go groaning under ſome Af- 

iftion. However an Eye fixed upon furure Glory, 
will be ſure ro mitigatethe ienſe of our preſent Troubles. 
Whar need he _ be caſt down for any loſs, whoſe 
Eye is fixed upon that heavenly Treaſure which can ne- 
ver be loſt? What in all the World need fill his Heart 
with over-much Sorrow, who ſees fulneſs of Joy and 
Pleaſures for evermore laid up in Heaven for him ? This 
eternal Reward Chriſtians did you carefully eye it, like 
the Tree thrown into the Waters of Marab, would ſweeren 
all your Aﬀflitions ; it would makea Priſon ſweer, and 
Pain eaſic; it will turn a Wilderneſs into a Paradiſe, 
give light in darkneſs, and make the Hearr merry amid 
all worldly Troubles! 'Tis dogmarized by Naturaliſts, 
that if a Man were above the ſecond Region of the Air 
he would then be above all Storms : This is true of thoſe 
blefſed Souls who live in Heaven by divine Conremplarti- 
on ; they have reſt from rhe day of Trouble, no Storm 


can movethem, their Hearts are at cafe in God, Ier 
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them ſuffer what they wil! in the World. Let Friends, 
and Goods, and Lite, and all forfake us z yet haviag an 
Eye to the Reward of erernal Glory, that will be tweeter 
than cither Goods, or Friends, or Lifeto us. 

(4) 4 due reſpeit had to this glorious Reward will work in your 
Hearts a bleſſed contempt of this preſent World enabling you to 
trample with an hoiy Scorn pon all it; Pomps and lying Vanities. 
The World frowning is more terrible, but the World 
ſmiling is more deadly. If Adverſity kills its thou- 
ſand ; ro be ſure Proſperity hath killed its ren thouſands, 
(a) Upon the Mountains of Gi{boa did the Nobles of 1{-a- 
el fail: Thus upon the high rowering Mountains of 
worldly Proſperity do many catch a fall, into eternal Mi- 
ſery. But now an Eye ſtedfaſtly fixed ypon the recompence 
of the Reward, that prevents all this Danger, enabling 
a Man to count all things bur as loſs and dung for the ex- 
cellency that he ſees by Faith ro be in Heavens Glory. 
Such is the force of Faith when vigourouſly exerciſed 
abour this glorious Reward, that it can put birterneſs in- 
tO all thatthe World counts moſt ſweet, and draw a veil 
of conrempr over all the Pageantry of ſecular enjoyments, 
diſgracing them with every believing Soul into Vanity. 
A Man long gazing upon the Sun hath his Eyes ſo dazled 
with the Splendour and brightneſs of it, that he cannot 
diſcern the Beauty of inferior objefts : (5) Thus a Man 
eying by Faith the Glory and Royalties of this E- 
ternal Reward, will afterward find no Form or Comlineſs 
or Beauty in any of this World's enjoyments that he 
ſhould deſire chem, The Earth with all ics Jingles muſt 
needs be low in our Thoughts when once we look as 


high as Heaven, fixing the Eye of our Faith upon chat 


_ () 2 Sam. 1. 19, 21. 

In montibus Gilbooe mortus hunt Nobiles Iſrael : fir & in hone» 
ribus Of proſperitatibus Inejur ſeculi multi amittuns vita, 
Scella. 

(6) Aﬀeftanti cal:8ia, trrrena nen ſapiunt 3 at ern mhies- 
vi faflidio ſunt tranſGoria, Bern. | 
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undehilted Inheritance. 1f God's Kingdom and the Glory 
thereof be once precious in ovr Sighr and with delight 
Jooked »frer, farewell a!l rhe Kingdoms of the World 
and rhe Glory of them ; though now they were all rran- 
ſubſtantiated into matly Gold, yer the Soul 1s out of Love 
with them all, looking upon them as no better than the 
lericus Trines of poor carnal Men, whoſe unhappinels it 
1s to hace rhem their Portion in this preſent Lite. Ex- 
ce!lently to this purpoſe we find Galeacins the xenowned 
Marquets of /*:» bidding defiance to all worldly enjoy- 
mears, who when offered a vaſt Sum of Gold upon con- 
d:rion of his Rerurn ro Poperv, makes ſcorn of that ſor- 
did morion, ſaying, their Mony periſh with rhem that 
think all the Gold in the World worth ones Days com- 
munion with a precious Chriſt, whom ſurely he faw by 
Faich, like S:-phen ſtanding on rhe right Hand of God in 
Glory. Bur | need not go far from my Text for an In- 
ſtance of this kind ; we having it given in as the Fruir 
of Moſes his eying the Recompence of the Reward, that 
he eſteemed rhe reproach of Chriſt Riches, greater Riches 
than the Treaſures in Ezzp*. So eaſily could this holy 
Man trample upon all the Wor'd's Honours. Riches, Plea- 
ſures as nothing worth, not worth ſo much as the re- 
proach of Chriſt, when fixing his Eye upon the Glory to 
be revealed in him. Itthen Chriſtians you would nor 
love the World, get above the World and by Faith live 
1n Heaven. f:) Could a Man take a Sration in Heaven 
whatſoever is here beJow would appear but fmall in his 
ſight by reaſon of its diſtance : Thus betwixt heavenly 
Gloryand all earthly enjoymenrs rhere is that vaſtdiſtance, 
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that the World's greateſt Comforts will ſeem but ſmall 
and almoſt dwindle away into nothing, cou} 1d you bur 
fix the ſtation of your Thoughts upon the pavement of 
the heavenly Jeru[afon, Men admire the World's G'ory 
begauſe they never law a greater; as one who had never 
loen the Sun might well admire 2 Star: Bur thoſe that 
by Faich can look within the Vail, and take a protpect 
of Heaven's Glory, can never be much taken with the 
imal] gl:mmering Stars of Creature-enjoyments! The beſt 
way here to av oid ſtumbling Srones is to look down upon 
the Earth: Bur if we w ould nct have the World prove 

a ſtumbling Stone to us throwing us heaglong into de- 
ſtruttion, we muſt always waik with our Faces as high 
as Heaven. He that walks contin "ally with Glory in his 
Eye, will be ſure to keep tlie Worid under his Feet 
not ſuffering any worldly enjoyments through his 1 inor- 
Cinate Love of them, to block up his Way to Hea- 
ven 


(5} A due reſpet had to thi; glorious Reward will be Life 

n Duty, making, you cheav ful, ſpontaneous, always abounaing 
in the work of the* Lord. T hole may well 'be cur of Hearr 
in Duty, whoare ont of all hope to receive the Reward 
yy Dury : Bur Faith eying the Reward of Erernal Gio- 
v, muſt needs be like Wings to the Bird, like Oyl ra 
nf Charior wheels of the Soul 'making a Man diligent and 
livelyin all holy exerciſes. A Proſpett of Son's Glory,it's 
the whetſtone ot endeavour ; it's an holy bribe pur intro 
the Souls Hand, to make her ſerve the Lord with chzar*+ 
fulneſs, delighting greatly in his Commandments. 
(4) God's People are never more light-hearred in his fer- 
vice, than when thar far more exceeding and Erernal 
W -ight of Glory is in their Eye. There are none that 
Wai ik io chearfully in Heaven's Way, as thole who have 
clius ſeen and raſted thar the Lord is Gracious. () In 
the Day of God's Power the Soul muſt necds be willing, 


tn 


(4) Pal. 112. r. 
(e) Pfal. 110. 3. 
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cevoring herielf to him, as a Free-will offering : And 
doubrleis greater power did God never ſthew than when 
opening the Eyes of a poor loſt Sinner, and giving him 
a clear prefſpett of heavenly Glory. Oh now the Soul 
can mount up with Wings as an Eagle, now ſhe can run 
and nor be weary; now the can walk on with delight in 
Heaven's Way, and never grow faint, when thus behold» 
ing as With open Face the Glory that 1s fer before her ! 
Holy Deties ro a Man cying by Faith the Reward of 
them aie accompanied wath fuch Manna, and ſpiritual 
Nectar, with fuch fulnels of delight and heavenly con- 
tentment, that now he can willingly ſpend and be 
ſpent 1n thern., With a caraal heart who neither fces ner 
hepes for th.s glorious Reward, all holy exercifcs are bur 
as Songs to 2 forrowtul Fleart, or as good tood ro a dead 
Man, or is the Red-ica ro Phareal!'s Chariots, wherein 
he drives cn heavity, finds no Pleature, can take no de- 
I'ghre; Bur it's fur exnherwite with thote who 1ike Moſes 
have retpeU torhis Erernal Recompence; their Mear and 
D-ink is to do Gog's Will ; this is that beavenly Manna 
whereupon they would always be feeding,; this 1s that 
Mount of Transfiguration upon which they cou'd al- 
wavs delight to dwell. Oh ! there is never tuch chearfu] 
obedience, ſuch diligence and vigour of Spirir in holy 
Duties, as when the Soul frum the higheſt P:jgoa) of I aich 
can behold the Glory prepared for ir. rhar heavenly Ca- 
naa% tow ar ds which every Duty, every Sigh, every Groan 
every penirertial Tear is an happy Step. The tire doth 
not more <ahily Cillolyve Ice, nor the Sun in its Noon» 
day brightneſs expel Darknels, than a glimpſe of heaven- 
Iy Glory doth expel Sloth, and make a Man delight in 
the Beauries'of Holineſs, V ho would nor be quickned,by 
ſuch a Glory ſhining upon him * What Heart would 
* not be warmed and treed fromits natural coldnelſs in the 
Ways of God, before ſuch a Flame ? What Vigour and 
Livelineſs, what holy Attiviry for God in every Duty 
may the ſighr of this Erernal Reward pur intous? You 
complain Chrittians of your Dead-heartedneſs, your For- 
maliry, your indiſpoſition and great averſneſs ro Dury, 
but would you ſteep your Hearts inthe ſerious Thoughts 
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of this Frern:! Reward, that would cure you of all your 
Diſtemper>, kat would warm your cold Hearts, that 
would quicken your dull Spirits, that would make you 
to ſerve the Lord with a willing Mind, counting every 
Duty as an heavenly Gale fent on purpoſe ro waſt you o- 
ver to the wiſhed ſhore of bleſſed Immortdliry. Oh then, 
if whilſt others count Duty their Burden, you would 
count ir your Delight, your Priviledge ; if whinf others 


' ſtand idle in God's Vineyard counting it a wearineſfs to 


ſerve the Lord, you would willingly have Hearrs Jively 
and chearful, Hearts prepared for every good word and - 
work, be ſure that you look, within the Veil, endeavour- 
ing to perſwade your Hearrs of the Glory that is ſer be- 
fore you. This Eternal! Weight of Glory if well con{i- 

dered, will be ſure to make the Yoke of obedience ſeem 

Tight and eaſy. You ſhall nor long need to cry our of 
'our own drowſinefs, negligence, and unwillingneſs 1m 

Dun will you bur carefully fix your Eye before you go 

about the work of Dury, upon that eternally glorious 

Reward thar follows afrer. Oh what will be able to re- 

vive you, to fill you with Spirits of delight aQtiviry and 

chearfulneſs in the work of the Lord, if not a clear pro- 

ſpe& of that heavenly Can2a: rowards which you are go- 

ing? Whenever, Chriſtian, thy Spirit begins to grow 
flat, and thy Heart to fall in Duty, Oh then look up by 

Faith to this glorious Reward, nor doubting bur like 4- 

que vite it will revive thee, enabling thee to ſerve the 

Lord with a willing Mind ! 


(6) A duereſpet had to this glorious Reward, will much 
eaſe you of all worldly Thoughts, and Heart-dividing Cares. 
He cannot be much diſtratted about earthly goods whoſe 
Hearr is holy unired ro meditate Heaven which is beſt of 
al!, When the Eye is once fixed upon things above, it 
begers in the Soul an holy careleſneſs abour all things 
here below ; let them go how they will, her Treaſure 1s 
laid up in Heaven, and with this ſhe can fit down fatis- 
fed. Oh little wou!d you think what a Writ of caſe, what 
a Sabbath of Reſt from all carking cares and diftraMing 
Thoughts it would give you, had you but a due ___ 
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with Me/-: to this recompence of Reward ! The grand 
rexſon wlhy moſt Men !ook lo much after Earth, and 
ſpend rh-:r Thoughts fo much abour the Mear that pe» 
riſheth, is indeed becauſe they look fo little afrer Hea- 
ven, and ſpend their Thoughts ſo ſeldom about the Meat 
which will endure to Erernal Life. (Ff) Hence our 
blefled Lord obſerving the Hearts and Minds, the Cares 
and Thoughrs of moſt Men to be carried out with much 
anxiouſmels afrer the things of this World, he endea- 
vours to cur? them of this dangerous Diſtemper by di- 
verting the Fream of them another way, adviſing them 
to ſeek the Kingdom of God and ghe Righreouſnels there- 
of as th: moſt ture expedient ro fuperiede their Heart- 
rending Cares and ro eaſe them of all their worldly diſtra- 
ftioas. And doubtleſs would God's People, when almoſt 
diſtrated with Cares about what they ſhall eat, and drink,* 
and wherewirth in necefſirons Times rhey ſhall be cloath- 
ed, turn their Thoughts Heaven-ward, taking care to 
make ſure of rhat, ro prepare for a Crow n"ot Glory, to 
he made mcer for the inheritance of Saints in Lighr, this 
would prove a very Sovereign Remedy againſt all their 
diſtractions. What need he much rake Thought for the 
Meat that periſherh, who fees the Table ſpread in his Fa- 
ther's Houſe, where fitting down he ſhall feed upon the 
Mear that will endure to hte everlaiting * What need he 
much trouble himſelf for Drink who ſees a River of pu- 
reſt Pleaſures running by the right Hand of God for ever- 
more, whereof he ſhall drink deep to all Ererniry ? 
Whar need he diſtraQt himſelt for Cloaths, who ſees the 
Ward-robe of Heaven all hung wich the Garments of 
Salvation, to make him at laſt more beauriful chan Solomon 
in all his Glory? Whar need he in a word, be much 
careful about earthly Poſleſſions, who knows himſelf 
provided before-hand of an Inheritance ncorruptible un- 
defiled and that fadeth not away, relerved in Heaven for 
him? Oh Sirs! the Dagon of worldly Thoughts and di- 
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ſtrating Cares cov'd never ſtand had you bur ſuch an 
Ark as a proſpe& of Heavens Glory, to ſer vp againſt 
it | If then Chriſtians you would ger from off r1e Rack 
of carking Cares, and be able ro truſt God with your 
Bodies, give diligence to get your Hearts ro meditate on 
Heaven,endeavoring to provide for yourSouls er erlaſting 
Manſions of Glory! If a Man eye the Reward of Frer- 
nal Glory, that his Face is towards the heaven!y 7eryſa. 
lem, if that be the great deſign of his Lite and he makes ir 
his principal Care to win the Crown of Life,this will cer- 
rainly ſet him above all carking Cares, he will nor ſtoop 
ro thoſe ſordid enjoyments thar others do, he hath higher 
Thovghrs, his mind is nor ſet on the Worid, bur upon 
God, upon Glory, upon life eternal. And whar need he 
rouble himſelf with the Cares of the World who hath 

laced all his Happinefs in Heaven, and knows he can 
never come to the full enjoyment of 1t, rill he leave the 
Werld ? So then to have Heaven and Glory in our Eye, 
is the beſt Way to get the World, and all worldly Cares 
out of our Hearts. 


(7) A due reſpe# had to this gloriowr: Reward, it will pre? 
waich holy Courage and ſpiritual Fortitude into you, quite ſet» 
ting you aboue all {laviſh Fears. U ndauntedly will all char 
have Heaven in their Eye, look the worſt of earthly dan- 
gers in the Face : So that come Life or come Death, ler 
the Clouds gather, let the Winds blow, ler what Storms 
will overtake them, yet looking forward ro their Har- 
bour of Eternal Reſt, no diſtratting ſervile Fears can 
take hold upon them. *'Tis ſtoried by Naturaliſts of Bees 
that when out in a ſtorm they gather up to themſelves 
lirtle Srones wherewith they being poyſed they eſcape 
blowing away, and come home ſafely: This far more 
exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory is that ( g) Ty- 
telary-ſtone whereby God's People ſtand unſhaken amidſt 
all Storms, and become like Mount S$i9z which cannor 
be removed but abideth for ever. Though Houſes mighe 
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be overthtown by impetuous Storms and ſhaken out of 
their Places, yet Mount Sen ſtood immoveable, keepin 
its place let what Storms and Tempeſts would be abro 
in the World : Thus albeit that ſuch as have only built 
upon the Sands of a temporary Faith may fall and be 
frighred by Storms of perſecution out of their Religion, 
He the true Chriſtian, who hath caſt anchor within the 
etl, fixing his Eye upon future Glory, he ſtands unſha- 
ken, no Storm ot Reproach, Perſecution, or trouble in 
the World can fright him out of Heaven's Way. 
(6) Such an one will not 6s afraid of evil tidings: His 
Heart i: fixed, iruſting in the Lors. Let the blind world ſay 
what it will, let it threaten God's People with exile, 
ſpoiling of goods, with a fiery tryal: Yet none of 
theſe things move them, but they ſtand unſhaken and cans 
laugh like the Leviathan with a holy ſcorn at the ſhaki 
of the ſpear of every threatned danger,of everydenounce 
cruelty. This redoubred Chivalry,and invincible courage 
the holy Ghoſt gives us exemplified in thoſe three (i) Jew- 
iſh Worthies, With what unbended conſtancy and un- 
daunted gallantry of Spirit do they anſwer the great N;- 
bachadnezzar, when urging them to idolatry by argu- 
ments taken from the dreadful Topicks of kingly Fury, 
and a fiery Furnace heated ſeven times hotter than uſual ? 
O Nebuchadnezzar,w? are n0t careful to anſwer the: in this mat- 
fer! If it be ſo our God whom we ſerve is able to deliver ws 
from the burning fiery Furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thy Hand O King: But if not, be 1t known unto thee, O King, 
we will no: ſerve thy Gods, nor worſhip the golden Image which 
thou haſt ſet up. Moſes in the words preceeding my Text, 
and thoſe that follow, is 2 pregnant inſtance of the like 
holy boldneſs and Chriſtian proweſs, who could ſuffer 
aflitions with the People of God, not fearing the fierce 
Wrath of an heard-hearted Pharash, but endured as ſee- 
ing him that was inviſible.Nor was holy Paxl of any worſe 
metal, but as a Man furniſhed with adamantine hardineſs 
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he tramples moſt bravely upon' all diſcouragements, re- 
ſolving rather to die, (&) than to diſſemble Conſcience 
and balk his Duty. What do you tell a Man, ſaith he, 
of Bonds and Fetrers, who is ready not only to be bound 
bur to die at Feruſalem for the name of Jeſus ? (!?) Should 
I borrow light to this Truth from Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory 
relling by the invincible Courage of all the holy Mat» 
cyrs, who having reſpe& to rhe recompence of the Re- 
ward,tired out the cruelties, dexided the menaces, and o- 


vercame the enraged malice of their proudeſt Perſecu= , 


tors, the time would indeed fail me,and this one particu» 
Jar Branch fwell out into a large volume. Luther was a 
'Man of ſuch an hardy robuſtious Spirit, that he reſolves 
ro do his work though there were as many Devils to op- 

e him in it, as Tiles upon the Houſes at Warm: ; 

why well that his Reward would be great in Hes- 
ven. no leſs holy reſolution and undaunted Courage 
was Polycarp Biſhop of Smyrna, and Simeon Biſhop of Je+ 
ruſalem, and Chryſofome Biſhop of Conſtantinople, nothing 
fearing the Pride and Perſecution of the Empreſs Exdox:s. 
(m) And Cyprian Fre holy Biſhop of Car:hage, to whom 
thus bravely we find ſome Confeffors expreffing them- 
ſelves, We are ſor far from fearing the Enemies of the 
Truth, that we provoke them rar overcoming their 
Malice, whilſt we yield not to their ungodly Praftices. 


_— 
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(t Atts 21. 13. 

(1) Pueri & muliercule mftre cruces & torments, feras 
& owes ſuppliciorum terriculas inſpirat# patient1# aotoris ills- 
dw. Mint. Fel. Ottavius. 121. | 


(m Heſter weritati jam non tentum non per horeſcimus, ſed pro- 
wvocamus ; Or inimices Dei jam hee ipſo quod non ceſſemur, vii» 
mw. Epilt. 26. pag. 60. 


Bleſſed 
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(») Bleſſed Ignatius was a Man of the ſame heroick Spirit, 
whom we find alſo profeſſing himſelf fearleſs of all man- 
ner of Dangers, and Torments, whilſt fixing his Eye up- 
on Chriſt as his Portion and exceeding great Reward. 
O (faith he) that I were with the wild Beaſts made ready 
to devour me : I could wiſh they may prove a compendli- 
w# a quick diſpatch to me! I would allure them ſpee- 4 
dily to car meup : (and nor as with others be terrified, | 
ſo as not to touch them) and if they ſhould delay, I 
would provoke them. Pardon me, I know what is moſt 
expedient for me: I now begin to be a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, neither _—_— things viſible nor inviſible, ſo I 
may win Jeſus Chriſt. Ler Fire, Croſs,and the concourſe 
of wild Beaſts, the curting, ſeparating, and breaking of 
my Bones, the rending of my Members, the deſtruttion 
of my whole Body, and the moſt exquiſite Torments 
that Hell irſelf can deviſe, come upon me, ſo I may ob. 
tain the full enjoyment of Chriſt in Glory ! (s) The 
like wonderful expreſſions of unfhrinking conſtancy in 


») 'Oraiulu 5 Mylar WW im? immacuiruy [d)] £ 
wo Cruiroyud wady —_— rs anaben hon" oe. 
44% xamapeniy (3x Soup mix Surauviddpe iy farm) 
xdv aure 5 ixovre pl Nan, i298 egyoftianut. Evſyrd- 
plw wt Vaan; # wel Cuupigy, ind wydoxa' rus apyoncs 
waa Tic 41) windy wi Cunammu i pg x, oH doggy, 
ive 'Inos Xe 617 y0" moe, x ravps;, Mtiorre, ovgHh- 
ong d.yamual, Jagiors,, oxopmouet igtoy, Lopnoml 448- 
AGy &AVG WH Ty Bas &, \ X6A01g «Chau wr” 
but ip 42, 0v09 Ira Invs Xeirs Gin xa. Tgnar. ad Rom. 
epiſt. pag. 86. 

(*) Steterunt torts terquentibus fortiores ; &f pulſantes ac 
lan antes wngulas pulſata ac laniata membra wyicerunt. Incx- 
pugnabilem fidem ſuperare non potuit ſaviens diu plaga repetita, 
quamvi; rupts compage Viſcerum, torquerentur in ſervis Dei jam 
nin menbra ſed uulhnera. Flucbat ſanguit qui incendium perſecu- 
$i0ms ——_— qui flimmas & ignes gehenne glorieſo cruore 
ſopirs. Cyprian. epiſt. 9. pag. 26. 4 
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the Martyrs of his Days, dote St. Cyprian in a certain 
place afford us. The tormented (ſaith he) ſtood ſtronger 
than the Tormentors : The beaten and butchered Mem- 
bers overcame the Hands, they did beat and butcher 
them. Cruel Stripes oft repeated, long continued, could 
not vanquiſh their impregnable Faith ; no not a!though ' 
their Bowels were torn our, and nor ſo much the Mem- 
bers, as the Wounds of God's dear Servants were torment. 
ed. Their Blood guſhed out, which even quenched the Fire 
of Perſecution, yea extinguithed the Flames of Hell with 
a (3) glorious Stream ! La#antius alſo makes boaſt againſt 
the H:arhen Philoſophers of Boys and Women, who 
through invincible ſilence under Sufferings overcame 
their Tormentors, when by the violence of Fire they 
ſaw themſelves unable toextort ſo much as a Groan from 
them. Behold (faith be) Women, though the weaker 
Veſlels, and Boys, though of render age, do yer ſuffer 
themſelves through the whole Body ro be mangled, and 
tortured in fiery Flames; nor of neccfiiry, for would 
they bur defile themſelves with Idols, they mighr eſcape 
all this, but willingly, becauſe they hope in God, thar 
he will Crown them at length with a glorious Reward. 
So that by theſe few Inſtances, you may ſee what an An- 
tidote, a Reſpe&'duly- had to the Recompence of Re- 
ward, is againſt all flaviſh Fears, and how it ſteals the 
Soul againſt all Hardſhips, enabling it with holy Scorn 
to Confront the proudeſt Adverſary. Would you have 
Chriſtians the like heroique Spirits, never fearing any of 
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(a) Neſtri autem (ut de viiis traceam) pueri & muliercule 
forfores ſuss taciti Vincunt : & exprimere ills gemmtum nec 
ignis poteſs. Ecce ſexns infirmus fragilis £1 45s ailacergri 
fe toro corpore, urique perperitur ; non uiceſſitate, quis licet vi- 
tare, ſt vellent, ſed yoluntate, quis confidant Dee. Lad 
Inſtic. lib. 5. Cap. 13. pag. 496. 
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thoſe things that may befal you in Heaven's Way, be 
fure(b)ro have your Eye Heaver-ward, remetmbring that 
if faithful unto the Death, God wo then bMow upon 


you a Crown of Life. Glory it ' will be ſure ro 
eſtabliſh the Heart with undan fion; So that 
, Well 3 


a Man expeCting a Crownof ot fear for the 
ſake of Chriſtro die the Death. From ſuth ah one you 
may take his Liberty, his Eſtate, his Life fax Chriſt : Bur 


his Courage and undauated Reloturt o ngar ce allHard- 
ſhips for Chriſt, you can never take Foth bn jorig tokio 
knows that ſt Flames which ever Martyrs were 
burnt-in for Chriff's ſake; are but like ELaf's fiery Cha- 


God's People ſoaring aloft, and. by { Faieh alng then 
lmmort , that 
f conſi- 


that muſt die, who ſees Heaven open,and a Crown of Life 
ready to be fer upon his Head ? hs is the way to get 
free from a trembling Heart, from varuly Paſſions, from 
all flaviſh Fears, to have the Hope of eternal Life abiding 
in us, and an Eye continually fixed upon Heaven's Glo- 
y. This will maks a Man bold as a Lyon; this 
will command a g!orious Calm our of every Storm ; thus 
will givethe Soul a Sabbath of Reſt from all frightful 
Thoughts ; cthis'like a ftroag (c) Man Armed will keep 
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(3) Rev. 2. ro. © 
(c) Haiak 16. 3. 
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the (4) Hearr quiet, and in perfeRt Peace. And (as thoſs 
noble Confeflours have it) what greater Glory or Happji- 
nels can God vouchſafe any Man, than to ſtand amongſt 
our Tormentours, c ng the Lord God without any 
fear *? What greater —_— than by dying to van» 
es ER Wael eng fe 
y r , 
ro arrive at the of Lifekod bleſſed la 
mortality ? greater Renow 's Peo- 
ple, when Tortured, and One by all Inſtruments 
of Cruelty thac Hell it (elf can deviſe, when beholding 
cheirBlood and rheirLives guſhing ouc rogether,nor co have 
the leait Terror upon their Spirits, but to aſcend trium- 
phing to Glory, and wonderoufly to go up into Heaven, 
like Monaeh's in a Flame of Fire! Oh little 
would you think a ſovereign Cordial againſt a!l la- 
viſh and diſtrafting Fears, a due reſpe&t had ro the Re- 
compence of Reward would be royou! (e) Say to 
thoſe (ſaith the Lord) that are of a fearful Heart, be 
!trong, fear not; behold your God will come with a Re- 
compence, he will come and fave you! Come what Re- 
proaches, Perſecucions and fiery Tryals wi!l,yet to think 
of rhe Lord coming with a glorious Reward,and ſaving us 
with aa everlaſting Salvation, this may well make us bo'd 
as a Lyon! If therefore, Chriſtians, you would nor dai- 
ly be perplexing your ſelves with flaviſh Hearrkilling 
Fears, about that Reproach, that Impriſoamear, thoſe 
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(d) Wid enim gloriofur, quidve felicius uili 0M; num pot = 
rit ex divind dignatione contingere, quam inter ipſor carn'ficcs 
interritum confiteri Dominum Deum * quam ipſam que ab one 
nibus meruatur, morienas meriem ſubegifſe *quam per ip/ 401 move 
tem immortalitatem con/ecurum fuiſſe * quam ommbus [4 vitie 
inſlrument is excarnifica:un & extortum, ipſts form ntis 4ormens 
ta ſuperaſſe ? quam omnibus dilaniati corporis daloribur rox-t 
animi reluftacum fuiſſe ? quim ſanguinem ſuum profleentem 
non brvagng Cyprian. epiſt. 26. pag. 59. 
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many tall Anakim's, which may poſſibly fall heavy upon 
you before you ger to Gone, Io ſure that by Faith you 
take a Profpett every day of that good Land, «Lat 
wherein you ſhall reign tor ever in all fulneſs of Joy with 
Salem's glorious King, This ſweer Work you mult inure 
your ſe]ves to every day, would you not do every thing 
with'a trembling Heart, and walk continually tor the 
Fear and Horcor that will be upon you, - as in the .Sub- 
burbs of Hell. 'We cannot ſerve God with any chear- 
fulnef any longer than our Eye is fixed- upon Heaven's 
Glory, but are almoſt diſtrated'in times of Perfeculuon, 
thinking, - what if 1 ſhould loſe my Liberty,  wher if my 
Eſtate, what if ' my Life hould go for this Duty ? Uh 
'cis a miſerable Life which is nothing elſe but @ Medica- 
tion of Terror, and continually rofled with Storms, like 
« Ship under Winds! | This makes our Wearts fad, 
our Lives fad, - our. Duties . ſad ; this makes us-go 
trembling every. day! If then/Chriſhans, you detre 
Comfort, that you may nbr henceforth be afraid of the 
world's Frowns, conſiders well, that Crown of - Life, that 
heavenly Kingdom whicly+ will ſhorrly - be given you. 
What though Men revile you,-and defpicefally uſe you, 
fo long as you have this everlaſting Conſolation, - and 
good Hope through Chriſt to encourage 'you ? . What 
though Men frown, .threatming nothing but - Death and 
DeſtruRion, ſo long as the Smiles of Heaven abound in 
ſweerneſs rowards you? Be itthe Pleaſure of unreafons+ 
ble Men ro trouble you, to Impriſon you, to kill and 
make havock of you : Yet this may encourage you a- 
gainſt all ſlaviſh Fears, that ſtill it is the good Pleaſure 
of your heavenly Father to give you a Kyngdom, - Lak 
I2. 32. | 


(8) A due Reſpeft (f) had to this glorious Reward, 'tivill ex- 
exedingly eaſe you under all your Burdens, The fight of fu- 
ture Glory, doth wonderfully mitigate the Senſe of pre- 
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( ) Nullus dolor eff ae incur[atione 1@/orumn preſentivn, 
quibus fiducia eſt fuurorum bonorum. Cyprian ad Demerms- 
an. P. 329. | : 
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ſenc Miſery. He whoſe Heart is fixed upon heavenly 
Glory, will not much regard any hurt that comes from 
Earth;(g)nor will he much be ſolicitous abour his Condi- 
tion in this World, who ſees a Manſion of Glory prepa- 
red for himſelf in the next > Be a Man upon the Rack; 
yer he will feel bur little Pain, fo long as his Mind is 
ſer upon his erernal Reſt. This precious Truth did ho- 
ly Bainham to his own unconceivable Comfort experi- 
ence, when at the Stake with Arms and Legs half contum- 
ed in the Flames, he cried out triumphing, O ye Papiſts, 
behold you look for Miracles, and here you may ſee 
one ; for in this Fire I feel no more Pain, than if 1 were 
in a Bed of Down, butir is to me as a Bed of Roſes. A 
ProſpeQ of heavenly Glory under Sufferings, (+h) doth ſo 
weoderfally refreſh the Sou}, that like a ſpiritual Stoick, 
the becomes then inſenſible of them, ' eſteeming for ſha- 
dows of Affii&tipn, rather than AﬀMiftions indeed. As 
ſorrowfu] (ſaith the Apoſtle, (7) ſpeaking of his Suffer- 
ings) yet always rejoycing. His Mind wasſo ſwallowed 
up with the Glory fer before him, that he had no more 
ſenſe or feeling of all the Miſeries that came upon him, 
than if they had been bur a vaniſhing Shadow. (&) Here 
then is a way to eſcape the bitterneſs ofevery Cup of Af- 
fliction, and'ro make all our Sufferings ſeem lighr ; lee 
none of us think of rhe Croſs, but rhe Crown thar w1ll 
tollow after ; let us nor think of our preſent Pain, bur ler 
us think of that eternal weight of Glory ro which it 


(z) Nihil intereſt ubi fitis in ſeculo, qui extra [eculum eſtis. 


: Tercul. ad Martyr. c. 2. p. mihii91. Nh crus ſentit in 


nerve, cum animu in clo cf. Idem Fox. ats and Mon. vol, 
2. pag. 3Zol. — 

(b) Sper in eternitatem animum erigit, & idcirco nulls 
mala exterivs que tolerat, ſentit, Greg. 6. Maral. 

(i 2 Cor. 6. 10. ; 

(k) Nemo mortem cogiter [ed imma altatem , Nec m_—_— 
87 panama ſed gloriam ſcmpiternam. Cyprian. epuit. $r. 
pag. 269: 
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lcads! "There is no fiery Furnace ſo hot, but an Eye to 
Glory will bring you throughir, without any ſmert ; no 
Croſs to painful, but a Reipett-ro this bleiſed Reward 
wiil make iteaſie. (1) Oh this, if} any thing will pur cafe 
into every Burden, and make 'the foreſt Aﬀiiftion ſeem a 
light marrer, to think with our ſelves, when under an 
156uble, that the ſharper we find our preſenr Confli 
the more f{weer, the more great and glorious will be our 
Reward in Heavea ! 


(9) A due ReiſpeR had to this glorious Reward, it will be 8 
good Antidote againſt the Pleaſures of Sin, enabling 'yow td 6 
wercome all Tempt ations thereto, They that by Faith -can 
ſee the Glory, and taſt the Pleaſures of ſuch a Paradile, 
are not wont to run a Whoring after carnal Delights, 
nor can they eaſily be enfnared with the pleaſurable Baits 
of Sin. Sculs filled with the lively ſenſe, and happy Pre- 
occuparions of future Glory, / are armed againft the A- 
lurements of Sin, and a)l flcthly Intrufions. Let a Man 
bot once feel the ſweerneſs of this Hony,, and' you 'ſhall 
not afrerward perſwade him fomuclh\ as to raft the forbid- 
den Fruit of Sin. Let him have bur a glimpſe of this 
herenly Brightneſs, and there is no Luft, no" Fezabel, 
thought in all her Paint” and meretricious  Octiaments 
bur willappear in his Eye ever after like ſome fonl miſha- 
pen Monſter to affright his Mind, rather than to attrat 
his Love. Let a Man bur fix his Thoughts a little upon 
this eternal Recompence, and there is no great danger 
that he will' never love the Wages of Unrighreouſneſs 
any more. Oh believe it Chrifttans, an Eye fixed upon 

heaven's G'ory, would make you afraid to be handli 
Hell's Merchandiſe. This would mingle Bitterneſs with 
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( I) Torment # quanto fu rint graviors, tants majorem Virtu- 
#15 gleriam parient. LaQtaner. inſtirut. lib. 5. C. 11. Pag. 
491. Nuanto plus trormentorum acceſſerit, tanto plus refer am 
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all ſeaſual Delights, and cauſe you with loathing and 
abhorrency to {pit out every ſweer Morſel of Sin. Ha- 
ving your Hearts refreſhed with a Proſpe&t of Heaven, 
with a due Refpet ro that Crown, that Joy, that Glory 
which abides you there; if now Temptation comes like a 
Foripoar's Wite, foliciting yan 10 .commir: Folly, you 
will ſay with rhe Olive; fhall1 forlake my. Farneis, and 
with the Fig-tree, ſhall 1 leave my Sweetenels | to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin which are but for a Seaſon ? Sin never 
comes but like .ſome DeVi{ak to' cat'the Hair of your 
Strength, or hke the old Sexpenr:ro ſhut - you our of Pa- 
1adile, andeo drive you from-feeding upon this Tree of 
Life, - Jud,zs-like it kifles us, and betrays us ; whatever be 
the Pleaſure of- $in; the beſt thar can come of it is a bro- 
ken Heart, and if that fail; twill ead in Hell, im Wrath, 
ia everlaſting-Flames. What a bleſſed thing 'is it then 
to.have Heaven as a ſure Antidote againſt this Sweer, bur 
deadly Poidon ?- To loſe Heaven for a Luft, to ſell ſuch 
2a Kingdom. far a draught of ſenſual Delight, toloſe Chri- 
tian, ; thy God, thy bleſſed Saviour, thy eternal Re- 
ward for @ few carnal Plealures, what a dreadful loſs 
would this be? , Oh-chou that art. a Man (s) commirting 
Sin without Fear, and living in ic withour Remorſe, how 
wilt thou tear and rend thyelf, how: bicterly wilt thou 
lament, ang e£9o-late repentthy Folly, thy Madneſs, to 
think.-when,tormented 1n helliſh Flames, how eaſily chou 
ſuffered?} thy ſelf to be cheated our of Heaven, out of 
Life, ;outof al} fulneſs af Joy,” for a-damning brutiſh 
Lyſt )..Qh bleſs God Chriſtiaas, that you bave a proſpe&t 
of heaven's Glory, to ſtand like an Ange! with a flaming 
Sword- t@ keep you from undoing your ſelves, from 
loſing your Crown, your immortal Souls, your eternal 
Reward by eating of this forbidden Fruit. Do you not ſee 
multitudes every wheze forfeiting by Sin cheir Right to 
this bleſſed Rewar$' Morrgaging Paradiſe. for an Apple 
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ſelling Chriſt rogether with a!l the Riches of this King- 
dom and Glory for thixty pieces of Silver * Oh'tris a 
Miracle of diſcriminating Grace to you, that ever you 
ſaw ſo much of Heaven, as ro make you prize it at an 
higher rate! Well, ifftill you would keep at a diſtance 
from all appearance of Evil, daily purifying your ſelves 
from all filrhineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, let the hope of 
this eternal Reward be abiding in you! Oh ler your 
Eye be always upon this Crown, and remember if you 
would not Sin, that the leaſt Sin is enough ro rob you 
of it. Look within the Veil, obſerve this heavenly 
Kingdom, and the Glory of it, and remember thar rhe 
Icait Sin 1s enough ro ſhor you our of it for ever! For 
ſaith Chrift, (6) whoever tha!l break the leaſt of theſe 
Commandments, and ſhajl teach Men fo, he ſhall be cal- 
led leaſt in the Kingdom of Cod. He that thinks to 
rheforicare Sin into current Coyn amongſt the Cirizens of 
the new Jeru{alem, may well pleaſe a carnal Heart that 
loves to bow in the Houſe of Rimmen, cum privilegio ; 
but will doubrleſs prove himſelf, (if our blefſed Lord 
may be judpe) fuck reprobate Silver, as wirhour rhe Phi- 
loſopher's Stone of true Grace to change him by a ſpiri- 
rual Tranſmetallation anto pure Gold, ſhall never be 
Treaſvred up in rhe Exchequer of Heaven. To talk of 
ſmall Sins- that a Man for tis own fafety may venture 
upon, and not prejudice his Salvation; ſome fittle Zoay 
thar a Man-may live in, and his Soul not die, is the moſt 
damnable Soleciſm in” Chriſtianity that can be: "There 
3s that Treaſon againſt the God of Heaven in the leaſt 
Sin, which none bvt a Child of Hell and Wrath dare be 
found in. *Tis no lefs treaſonable, and Death-worthy to 

Coyn Pence, than ro Coyn twenty Shilling- pieces, be- 
cauſe the Royal (c) Authority is as much violated by the 
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(6) Marth. 5. 19. 

(c) Nuia Deo nes #005 Or omnia nftrnatebrmer, rerreihr th 
fnit am ejus majeſtatem injurii ſunt, & eternam mortem me- 
rem ur qui vel in mimina re ſanitiſimam tjus volmtatom tranſ- 
grediuntur. 
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one,as by the other : Thus, how lictle ſoever your Sins 
be, though bur as Pence aad Farthjngs, yet becauſe com- 
mitted againſt the great Gad they are damanable, and ſuch 
as may tor ever feprixe you. . of, this ,glorious Reward, 
It was but.one Wedge of Gold that deſlroyed A4chan, clea- 
ving him from amongſt Gall's People : To if thou ſuf- 
fer thy (elf ro be drawy away by. apy.ane Sin, it may un» 
do thee to _ The Sin which in its own Nature 
is little, may yer be made great by thy Allowance. The 
Money for which Judas fold the Lord of Glory, was not 
much, but yet being the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, ir 
quickly kindled in his Conſcience the Fire of Hell, 
throwing him down heallong into that place of Tor- 
ments- Q thea be-not found flagering any of Satan's 
Coyn, whether little, -or great, whether more, cr leſs ' 
For be your Sins never ſo {mall.in themſelves, yer when 
lived.in with;allowance, they are nothing bur the earneſt 
of Hell, whereby you make Hale of all pour Intereſt in 
Heaven and Glory? And who. but a Mad-man would 


- fell this one Pearl of ;great. Price for, ſuch reprobate Si]- 


ver = 'Do not thipk (Sirs }) by falling the Rate and Va- 
luation of your Sins, that. you. ſhall ever the more eſcape 
an. Arceſt;;from divine Juſtice, which will certainly 
Commence-a Suit againit you. for. the leaft allowed Ini- 
quity,. and caſt you Priſonersinto Hell, (2) out of which 
you ſhall never come till you, have paid. the Jaft Farthing. 
Oh then what a dreadful ching ,were it, for any Man to 
forfeit Heaven, and drop iatoHell irrecoverably through 
indulgence to himfelt, in any the-leaſt Iniquiry! Should 
a Prince fell hisCrown and Dignity for a draught of cold 
Water, as Ly/macyus did ; it were amoſlt happy Bargain, 


1ncompariſon of what they make, who let go their Righr 


ro this glorious Reward, for a little ſenſual Pleaſure. 
Whar, Se Sin to throw thee out of Heaven, to keep thee 
for ever entring into the Joy of thy Lord, to take away 
thy Crown, hiding from thee the Lighr of God's Couns 
tenance, that thou ſhalt never ſee it more, nor be com» 


—— —— 
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(a) Mat. 5. 26. 
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forred any more with. it for ever, oh think of this my 
Soul, and- think ofcen what a woful bargain is made-where 
thy God, thy Portion, thy Life, thy. deareſt Lord, thy 
heaveoly Treaſure, are all made away for a Luſt that ere- 
long will be- turned into the Fire. of Hell ! Oh would 
-ou Chriſtians but obſerve what a glorious Kingdom, 
what fulneſs of Joy, what Rivers of Pleaſure Sin comes 
to rob you of, this would ſour all the Pleaſures of Sin, 
this would break in pieces the Degon of every Luſt, this 
would make you as fearful to meddle with any Tempta» 
tion, as to burn and lie ſcorching in Hell for ever ! The 
allvrements of Hell can never enſnare- us where our 
Hearrs are fixed upon Heaven's Glory, When therefore 
you feel Chriſtians Corruption ſtirring in your Hearrs, 
be ſure to get Glory in your Eye, ſuch motions can ne- 
ver hurt us, when ſtruggling againſt the Temptation, we 
keep our Mind fixed upon the Crown that will follow 
after. (s) Let the mindful Senſe of our heavenly. Coun- 
try ſtand as PDoor-keeper at the Door of the Will, 

erein carnal Deſires are wont to dwell, and as one 
wedge drives out another, ſo this will drive out all carnal 
and brutiſh deſires. If ever we deſire ro thruſt evil De- 
fires ont of our Hearts, we muſt- plant ſpirirual-ones in 
their ſtead, (5) that our minds. being fixed upon them, 
may always dwell upon them,- and ſo refuſe the Snares, 
of preſent, and ſenſual delights. Keep Heaven Chriſti- 
ans ſtill in your Eye, ſteep your Hears at all Times in 
the ſweet contemphations of heavenly - Bliſs, and then if 
Temprations come, if the Pleaſures of Sin be-offered as 
a bait to enſnare you, you will certainly ſhun them 


yr II 


(a) Ad portam woluntatis, in qua [oleut manere carnalis 
defideria flatuatur Oſtarins qui vocatur recoraatio caleſtis pa» 
trie, hic enim poteſt pratoum deſiderium quaſi cuneus cuncum pel- 
tre. Bernard. \ 

(b) Si carnales concupiſcentias,  cordibus no*ris defider amus 
extruders, ſpirituales earum locis plantemus woluntates, us his 
wſter animus ſemper 1m nixus habeat quibus illecebras carnalium 
reſpuat gaudiorum. Callian. 
with 


— _—W— 


For the Comfort of Sion's Mourners. 479 


— 


with the like abhorrency and godly trembling as you 
would ſhan Hell. Thote 'allurements of Sin come too 
late and will never be able to faſten upon the Soul, 
which never affaulr her ril} goruponthe Mount of Trans- 


| figurmon, and looking by Fairh into” the heavenly Ca- 
» naar. A light of God in Heaven makes it impoſlible for 
$ the Sainrs to ſin, and a ſight. of Heaven on Earth, this 
p makes it impoſſible for the Saints to delight in Sin, or 
$ take pleaſure in it. FA 

L. 

e . (10) A dave reſpef had to this glorious Reward, it will 
IC comfort your Hearts in all your Affuitions and make you greatly 
Ee rejoice under them, how many and grievous ſorver. An Eye 
F, ſedfaſtly fixed upon heavenly Glory, this will bring 
e- down Heaven -inro your Souls, cauling your confola- 
7e tions to abound by Chriſt, (c:) when ever your ſufferings 
W abound for him. A bright proſpe&t of the celeſtial Ca- 
N= naan, 23 it bears up rhe- Spirits of God's People with in- 
1, vincible patience under all rheir Preflures and Calami- 
1C ties, whick befal them in the Wilderneſs of rhis preſent 
al World : So it anoynts their: Head with Oyl, cauſeth 
e- their Cup ro overftow with Gladneſs, and makes their 
in Hearts to rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and fall of Glory. 
n, (s) Thus we find Pau! profeſling of himſelf, Lam exceed- 
es, ing joyful inalt our tribuktion, Vepetraoworuam Th rag, 
t- 13 overflow ſairch he, with Joy, I have more than Heare 
in can hold. (:) Nor is this profeſſion of his any hyperbo- 
if lical ſtrain, but an experimented Truth, whereofwe have 
as full aflurance from Paul and Silas his Prifon vouches ; 
mM when in bonds rogether, then brim full of Joy, ſo full 


that their Hearts could not hold ir from breaking our 
and running over at their Mouths into Plalms of Praiſe. 


lis Like rhe Tree caſt into the bitter Waters of Marah, Faith 
= eying the recompence of the Reward, it ſweetens all 
Ye 
rus 
his (c) 2 Cor. 1. 
1098 (4) 2 Cor. 7. 4. 

(e) Atts. 16. 25 
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AfﬀiQtions, enabling the Soul not only to ſtand it out in 
a fiery tryal, but tro glory for Gladneſs of Heart under 
the Croſs, at the Stake in the Flames of Martyrdom. 
The Soul that can rejoice in hope of the Glory of God, 
will eaſily glory in all the tribulations that it ſuſfers for 
God. ey So faith the Apoſtle, we glory in tribulation 
alſo, 46% that word impliet ds eriyumphant 
at of = a Joy expreſfled with holy Boaſting and exul- 
ration of Spirit, ſuch a Joy as the Soul is not aſhamed to 
own, and make her boaſt of, let Earth and Hell, let the 
Devil and wicked Men do their worſt! This Truth I 
might give you ſubſcribed by all rhe holy Martyrs and 
confeſfors of Chriſt, who thought Famine dainty fare for 
Chriſt ; that complemenred wild Beaſts to devour them ; 
thar ſnarcht ar Torments, as if they had been rich. Trea- 
fares, that laid down their Bodies as a Man would lay of 
an old Garment to put on a new ; that went as g to 
their ' Flames, asa labouring Man to. his Bed ; an&em- 
braced the moſt cruel Martyrdom, as an holy ſhratagem 
ro eſcape the ſtroak of Death, ( zg) ro paſs from Life to 
Life, as Bgfil hath it. (6) Hence when Fulion the Apo- 
ftare had cauſed Marcus Biſhop of Arethu/s ro be tormenr 
red, one of his Nobles admiring that holy Man's . Joy, 
cries out, we are aſhamed ob Empercour, the Chriſtians 
ht at your Cruelty, . growing more reſolute thereby, 
fo that theſe things are more fearful to! the Tormencars, 
than to the ſufferers, (:)- Were it needful, I raight tell 
you of Dr. Tay/sr Martyc in the | Marran, perſecurion, who 
drawing nigh to the place of Execution leapt for Joy as 
Men do in dancing, profeffing himfelf never. berter.in all 
his Life, for now I know, faith he, I am-almoſt at 
home, I have but two Stiles to go over and then I am at 
my Father's Houſe. With like holy Joy was Cicely Ormes 


—_—. 
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Martrefs filled,{k )whowhen brought to theStake came and 
kiſſed it, ſaying, Welcome the ſweer Croſs of Chriſt ; and 
when now the Flames were kindled upon her, my Soul, 
quorh ſhe, dorh magnifie the Lord and my Spirit rejoiceth in 
God my Saviour. (1) Afﬀeer the ſame manner ,we find cer- 
rain Martyrs that were caſt our naked in a Winters nighe * 
and to ſuffer the next Day, comforting one another from 
this Recompence of Reward, in theſe Words ; ſharp is 
rhe Cold, but ſweet is Paradiſe, troubleſome is the way, 
but pleaſant will be the end of our Journey ; let us en- 
dure cold a little, and the Patriarchs Boſom ſhall refreſh 
us for ever. Nor is the ſtory of Theodorer unworthy 
our remembrance, who found ſo much ſweerneſs in this, 
even When he was upon the Rack in the midſt of his 
grievous Torments, that he found not the leaſt anguiſh 
in his torture, but a great dex! of Pleaſure : Inſomuch 
that when they took him off from the Rack, he complai- 
ned that they bad done him much wrong in ceaſing to 
torment him. For, faid be, all the while I was tortured 
upon the Rack, me thought there was a young Man in 
white, an Angel from the Lord ſtood by me, who wiped 
off the ſwear, wherein I found much ſweerneſs which 
now'I hive loſt. In theſe and many the like inſtances * 
which might be given, we ſee how an Eye fixed upon 
Heaven's Glory In our ſufferings, brings down much of 
that Glory into them, making the cruel Tortures of 
God's People infinitely more ſweet than their eaſe, and 
more deſirable ro them. Let Faith but realize the Glo- 
ry of Heaven, behold the Reward of Eternal Life and ob- 
ſerve the infinite Pleaſures which are at God's right 
Hand for evermore, and then the Soul cannot chooſe bur 
rejoice taking Pleaſure in Reproaches, in Perſecutions, 
in Exile, in Impriſonments, in Death itſelf for the ſake 


(k) Ads and Mon. vol. 3. pag. $53. 

(7) Beqyuts 3 ynudn de yauyys © mugdhg © dye 
”" 1 Tg, dA nie 1 amoaduvng” Wkegy dvapuryuul, 
$.5 xbarO@ nun; Have oy enreepys. Baſil. Orat. in 
49. Martyr. 
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of Chriſt. This good Mr. Glover found true, who going 
ro the ſtake, though before he were a Man of Sorrows, 

e& now he is a Man of Joys, and ſo filled with divine 

onſolations, that he can no longer contain, but cricth 
our ſpeaking of the Comforter making his Heart to re- 
joice in hope of this glorious Reward, he is come, he is 
come? Oh little can you now conceive, what Com- 
fort, what Gladneſs of Sou}, what Joy io the Holy 
Ghoſt, Go@#'s Rage have in their ſuFerings when 
ftedfaſtly oying the Glory that ſhall be reyealed in 
them ! 

N O W they find an Hony-comb in the Lyon's Car- 
eafs ; they ſuck ſweerneſs our of the bitterneſs of Herbs; 
now they gather Grapes of Thorns and Figs of Thiſtles ; 
now they have a warm Sunſhine of Comfort from God 
to make glad their Hearts. Would you therefore have 
Comfort Chriſtians, and be able ro ſmile when the World 
frowns upon you ? Would you have your Priſon be 
turned into a Paradiſe > Would you, if baniſhed into 
a ſtrange Land, find a fpiritual Eden 2 Garden of all hea- 
venly Telights in every howling Wilderneſs through 
which you 'may wander ? en reproached, when 
fawn aſunder, when cruelly ſcourged, rormented, and 
dying in the horreſt Flames of Martyrdom, would . you 
rhen triumph rejoiGng with Jay unſpeakable and fra)] of 
Glory * ' Oh fee, rhen fee that you look within the vei] 
fixing your Eye upon that Crown” of Life whith is ſet 
before you ! This will turn your Sorrow into "Joy ; 
this will ve you the Oyl of Gladnefſs for monroing ; 
this will change the bitrer Waters of Marab into Wine ; 
this" will ſofren the hardeſt Gridiron, that you can be 
broyled upon, ant rurn Vin ſcorching Flames of a fiery 
Trya! into a Bed of Roſes? (7) Let a Man be brought 
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up at the Breaſts of everlaſting Conſolation, and goed 
hope through Chriſt, and there is nothing in all the 
World that can take away his Joy from him. If Men 
take from him his Montes, yer fill he hath a Treafure 
in Heaven to rejoice in. If they baniſh him, yet till 
he hath a ny whoſe Builder and Maker is God, 
to rejoice in. If oy ſhur him up in Priſon, yer ſtill 
he hath a right to the glorious Liberty of God's Chil- 
dren, to rejoice in. 1 —_ craelly mangle, Torment 
and afflit his Body, yer ſtill he hath a building of 
God to rejoice in, even an houſe not made with hands, 
Eternal in the Heavens. Oh this is that which com- 
forrs the Hearts, and makes glad the Spirits of God's 
People ynder all their ſufferings, that they lead to Glao- 
ry, to a Kingdom which cannot be moved! When 
the Souls s is ſtedfaſtly fixed upon the Joy of her 
deareſt Lord, then the Heart will eaſily rejoice in re- 
proaches, in perſecutions, in fiery Tryals, and in what 
rey ſoever elſe the Body may ſuffer for the 
Lord ! 


(11) 4 due reſpet had . jo this glorious Reward, will dif- 
cover mittth of Heaven to you, giving you that ſweet forctaſft 
of Heavens Glory, whereby you may well conjefture what will be 
the fubneſs of that Joy, the ſplendor of that Crown, the ſurpaſ- 
fing ſweetneſs of theſe good things which God hath prepared for 
you. An Eye fixed upon this Erernal Recompence, is 
like Sr. Pan!'s rapture, carrying the Soul into the third 
Heaven, and giving it a branch or two of thoſe delici- 
ous Grapes, of which the Soul ſhall have her fill, o 
ſoon as ſhe rakes poſſeſſion of the celeſtial Canaan. 
Though here we be in a barren Wilderneſs, yer a re- 
ſpet to this Reward, it will furniſh us with much 


_— 


Minatur Antichriſlut, fed Chriftus ruetur. Mrs Ago, 
ſed immortalitas ſequitur. Mundus evipitus, fed Paradiſus exhi- 
tetur. Vita temporalis extingutur, Jed aterna reparatur. Cy- 
prian. de Exhart. Marry. pag. 386. 
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heavenly Manna to feed upon. Here though we dwell 
in an earthly Tabernacle, yer cying our Erernal Re- 
ward, it ſhews us everlaſting habications. Here 
we fit by the Waters of Babylan, yet eying this our E. 
ternal Reward, ir will give us Songs in the Night, 
and fill our Hearrs with Siex's Joy, fore we come 
to the full enjoyment of that glorious Inheritance. 
Faith eying the Reward of Eternal Life, it draws a- 
ſide rhe Currains of Mortality, and Jets the Soul look 
with the Veil; it carries the Soul up .into the Mounc 
and there ſhews her the heavenly Canes: in all its Glory ; 
jt antedates the Book of Life, and per the Soul in the 
very SubnrÞs of the ſupernal Jeraſalew, though yer ſhe 
be hut up in a clay Cottage! Waſt thou never Chri- 
ſit upon the top of N beholding with Joy of 
Heart, the promiſed Canaan? Did Chriſt never take 
thee up into the Mount, cauſing the Glory of Heaven 
to ſhine round about thee ? Canſt thou nor remember 
the time when looking by an Eye of Faith, upon un- 
ſeen Glory, that thy Soul was filled as with Marrow 
and Fatnels ſweetly anticipating thoſe divine Pleaſures, 
which are at God's right Hand, for evermore ? What 
then is the Happineſs, the rejoicing, the Felicity of all 
choſe, who nor only look upon, but moſt intimately en- 
joy theſe eretna! good _ Bulgentius beholding 
City of Reme in her Splendour, cried out, it this carthly 
Ciry be ſo glorious, what is the City of the great King, 
that City which hath Foundations whoſe Bailder and 
Maker is God ? Thus Chriſtian, if eying thy Eternal 
Reward be ſo ſweer and full of Glory, how ſweet will 
the full enjoyment of ir be ?_ ls there ſuch pleaſancneſs 
in a Piſgah-ſight of the heavenly Cavaan, what Pleaſurs 
will it then be to have poſſeſſion of it ? Are the firſt 
Fruits of Glory ſo good, then what will be the good. 
neſs of a ripe and ful} Harvelt of Glory ? "Tis the work 
of every Chriſtian ro have his Eye upon Glory, and if 
the work be !o delightful, oh then what Spirits of delight, 
what ſurpaſling Paradilical Pleaſures will there. be, ip his 
Erernal Reward ? Ifa drop ar ,two of Gwen Bate 
down into the Soul, afford ſuch happineſ;,how. happy uf 
they 
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they be, who enjoy the Fountain, drinking their fills of 
Pleaſure at God's right Hand for evermore. DoubcleG 
if the ourward Courr be ſo ſtately and magnificent, we 
muſt needs conclude glorious things concerning rhe Hol 

of Holie*s. It the Back-parrs of Jehovah do fo: ravi 

and pars Soul with Joy, what leſs will the bex 
tifical Vion, the ſeeing of God face to face do, than 
throw” her into an everlaſting glorious Rapture ? (=) If 
the good things of Grace have ſo much co ſatisfhe in 
them, what fulneſs of Soul-ſatisfying Happineſs will 
the pur fr of Glory being with chem ? Doubcleſs 
the Lord who entertains his Friends in this Vally of 
Tears with a Feaſt of far things and full of Marrow, 
will much more feaſt them to their everlaſting c 'V 
ment in the ſweeteſt Paradiſe of his own Pleatures, © He 
that doth ſo make glad the Hearts of his People by the 
Way, will cerrainly make much of - ring ann, all 
that Heart can conceive, at their Journeys end. If the 
Lord giveſo much Comfort in a place of hard bondage to 
his Peaple, oh then how great will their Comfort be 
when brought into the glorious Liberry of the Sons of 
God! If rhe conflit have Glory in at, how glorious 
wilt the triumph be ? 1f Heaven, masked and only in 
expeQationh have ſo much Luſtre and Beauty upon ir, 
whar® will be the glorious Luſtre and unſpotred Beauty 
of Heaven, when unveiled and had in full fruition ? If 
Chriſtians; on the top' of Mount Piſgah, you can diſco- 
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(&) Qued fi hec, qua ad bona gratie pertinent eum 17 119% 
wm oftendant amplificenrque magnitudinem tus benitatis, 
Domine ; quid facieu: bona glorie? Si fic rraties amigos this 
in hae latrylaram wvalle ; quizmedo e657 in Paradiſo tuarum vor 
heptatum traff abis ? Si fic exhilaves illos in vid ; quid facies 
in patria ? Si ſic gonſolerit illes in loco ſervitwis 5 quid facies 
in ills libert atis ?' Si tam ſuaviter dormiant et requieſcant in 
ſomu 5wo, dan atbuc armati incedunt, wt Pprgnert -; quid fa- 
cient enum armis abjeFir, partaque: vithhris, triumphabuns ? 
Granat. Memor: vir: Chrift: cap. 28. pag. min 334. 
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ver ſo much Glory and Pleaſancnefſs in the celeſtial Co- 
nay, while yet you are =t ht iſtence from it, 
oh what Glory, what rev, Sb 5s of diviae Plea- 
ſure will you tind in that "Land, when poſlefſed of 
it, a Land of Peace and Sweetnefs, « Land, all whoſe 
Rivers run heaverily Nectar, and il} whoſe Trees are &- 
ver laden with the ſweer delicious Grapes of Paradiſe ? 
0) If here in the Land of your Pilgri ſo much of 
ſeavens Glory be revealed: ro” you, Tongue of 
Man or Aogel can tell che Happineſs, the Glory ro be 
revealed in you when at heme in your own Country ? 
The Crown of Life ifnow ſo bright and orient to an 
Eye of Fairh bheholding it, Oh what a far more 
exedding and Erernal Wei ' Glory will be found 
in it, -when a glorious Chriſt that! ſer ir upon your Head 
with his own remunerative Hands ? 


(12) AND laſth, # due reſpef#® bad to this glariew Rt« 
ward, will bring you ſafe to it, never leaving you till your Souls 


be crowned with fulneſr of Glory. The will 
draw lron to itlelf, when, (intre Spheram ativitatir ſus) 
within the reach of irs own we influence +: Thus 


the Reward of Erernal Life, as an heavenly Loadftone, 
hath that magnerick Virtue in ir, that if you pur 

ourſelves by a due reſpe&t had rherero under ir, it will 
| devs you home ro itſelf. The wiſe Men keeping their 
Eye upon-the Star which wenr before them, were at 
length brought ro Chriſt : Thus keeping your Eye 
Chriſtians, upon this Eternal Reward, as + glorious Srar, 
ir will bring you at length ro Chriſt in Glory, whom 
fully ro enjoy 15 our Life, oor Comfort, our Happineſ*, 
yea the Heaven of Heavens ! "Tis true Chriſtians, we 
muſt be uncloathed of this Body of Death, before we 
can enter into the Joy of our Lord, and be cloathed up- 
on with the white Robes of Blefſed Immortality. 
Death muſt break down the Prifon Walls of a Mortal 
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(s) Sirants nebis tribuis in carcere, quid dabis in patria ? 
Aug. ge civir. Dei. Body. 
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God, an nat made with Hands, 
as Heaveas.,,,And. why ſhould we nor 
that God ſhould pull Job n theſe Corrtages 
Clay: Soho aeSjpro _ 
glorious Temple ? | hay 2 cannot draw Iron 
as ſoma; ay, - I the... Diamond is in . Preſence : 
Doubrleſs. were} it, not far a foe of Death that is 
ſtill preſent (,with.vs, an E ed upon Heaven's 
Glory would immediately draw us into Heaven. 
For-\befides ; the - interpoliczon of. an earthly groſs Bo- 
dy,” together . with . thoſe corruptioas whoſe Founda- 
tion is in that Duſt, there is nothing as one well 
obſerves, that hinders a Chriſtian from the full en- 
hogan of God-in Glory : So that Death's peculiar 

Is co. break, WH this Wall of ſeparation, 
chat the Soul may the betrer come.to her God, her belo- 
ved Redeemer, her Eternal Habiration in the King- 
dom Me The Soul whea once looſed from 
this Vyeny, Hog by then 20 hath the Crown of Life 


; th en the ſees God no longer 


beatifical Vifion.! (5). Lar <5 therefore tremble ar the 
knocking and approaches of Death, who kaow nor 
what will become of their immoral Souls ; who not 
bang bora again from. abgve,. are every moment la- 
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(a) 2 Cor. s. 1. 


(b) Abori plane. timeat, Ted git; "ex aqus & ſpivita non 
reyatuty Gehome ignions menciþatur ; mor: times qui non 
Chrifi cruce , & paſſions cenſetur; mori” timear "tur 
ad_.ecundam. mart on. de ec IC. tranſit _quem at ccale 
receadentem, perennibus pans £0718 rorquebit flamms. YP- 
de -Mortalir. pag. 344- 
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ble ro infernal Flames ; , who have no- intereſt in the 
Glory purchaſed by Cheiſb ; who. muſt paſs from 
Dexth to Death, from ſhorr momentany Pleafares, to 
everlaſting heMifh Torments! Death wo the Wicked, 
is the Trap-doog that opening lets them fall down 
irrecoverably into the dark veule of Eternal Miſery. 
Bur tv the Grecious Soul, there is no cauſe of 
Terrovr in De#th, no Feer it the Grave, no Sti 
to perp'cx in a bodily difibluron; as thar "whic 
only uſtiers in her evertaſtingly Bleſſed and Glorious 
Coronticn Dent» comes to « Man dying the: rv- 
compence of Reward, like Myſer ro the Iſreclirer, tb 
deliver him; as the Angel w Peter in Prifon to 
ſer tim free; as God's fiexy Chariot to carry him, 
hke Els, into heavenly Glory. And are you Chri- 
Mans afrujd of entring upon your own Bleſſedneſs; 
are you afraid to be cloathed uporr with your "Howe 
Heayen? Get @ right notion of Dearh, which 
ns B. calls ir, is nothing bur the Gate of Life, 
the Portal of eternal fſecuriry ! Though Death look 
npoa thee with a grim Countenence, yet «4t comes 
upon 4 etrand to God's People, to ferch chem 
out of their Wilderneſs condition, 2nd to bring them 
to an everlaſting eſtate of Heppineſs. By Death we 
from to ven, converfing with Sin- 
{If Men to converſe with Millions of glorious An- 
gels; and what makes us ſo lozth ro remove ? Who 
would not leave a Cottage to gain a Kingdom ? 
Who would nor leave an ' to inherit Cannan? 
Who would not leave gladly an opprefſive Babylen, 
b be made a Citizen of Sir, of the heavenly Jers- 
almn * 


OUR piecateſt Miſery lies not in Death bur in 
Life: "Tis the Veil of Fleſh thar keeps us from en- 
triag into the holieſt of all. (c) Death gives us a 

pafport 
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paſport from corruptible Joys, to an incorruptible 
Crown; from a ortal Lite, ' tro a Life of bleſſed 
Immortality ; from a troubleſome condition, to a 
Seate of perfe&t cranquilliry. So that the name of 
Death ſhould nor offend us: But the Happineſs and 
Glory' to which it leads ſhould delight -us. The 
Moon never comes to the full vil? her change + 
Thus through the change of Death « Chriſtian comes 
to all fulneſs of Joy. and hath the white Robes of 
Glory you him. Now the Bridegroom comes ro 
meer the Soul in Happineſs; now ajl Tears are 
waped away, and Heaven Gates are fer wide operj 
to give her everlaſting glorious entertainment. Now 
the Reward of life everlaſting, now rhe Joy of E- 
ternal Salvation, now the full poſſeflion of the hea- 
ly Paradiſe comes : Now heavenly Manſions in» 

of earthly Tabernactes, now greateſt Glory 
inſtead of ſail, and Erernal Happineſs 'ifiſtesdd of 
poor temporal enjoymentrs, are beltowed upon eve- 
ry Child of God. What Man that is well in his 
Wits world nor part with Life; and bid Death 
welcome - upon terms of fuch everlaſting blefled and 
glorious advantage? (d) Death in the true notion 
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(c) Mars bac thanſitus enivirſorum off ; tranſitar 4 cor- 
yuptione ad incorruptionem; 4 mortalitate ad inmurtalit a- 
ton; 4. pertarbatione ail tranquillitatem. Non igitur nomes 
wartis te ofendat, ſed boni tranſitis brueficis deleSent. 
Ambroſ. lib. de Bono mort. cap. 4. Pramian vite, & 
gaudium ſaluwis aterne, & perpeiua letitia & poſſeſin 
Paradiſi nuper amiſſa mundo tranſeunce, jam weniunt ; 
jan Ferrens caleſtis, & mAfns parvis, & CAARCTS 1118 
«cedmgy,  Cyp. de morta). pag. 34:7. EY 
: (d) Dan, 1 ply 31 3 Safynr ©, a2) ameduuia ty ws 
Tmictune, 5 dadwawn; 
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of it to a pally Man, is nothing but a bleſſed re- 
moval from « Land of 'Darkneſs to a Land thar 
fews wil Mk and Hony, from hard Labour 
to ſweeteſt Reſt, from a Tempeſthons Sea, to'a 
peaceful Harbour, from a place of wreſtling, weep- 
Ng, groaning, and fiery Tryals, to that heaven- 
ly Kingdom, wliere the Soul is crowned with a 
glorious Triumph! Ler me therefore charge you in 
this caſe as Moſes the Man of God, once charged 
Ifracl at the Red Sea when fo violently purſued by 
Phareah and his Hoſt. Rar net, but fland y+ fill, ava 
ſee the Salvation of God, The time of your great 
change when you muſt paſs through the Red Sea 'of 
Death will ere long be at Hand: Bur then the Enemies 
which you now lee, the ſorrows you now feel, rhe man 

prelling Troules which now you "undergo, you hall 
fee rheri, feel them, groan under them no more for ever. 
(-) Go forth then oh blefled Soul, our of the Ptiſon 
of a vile Body, not fearing bur Death will be the 
Funeral of all thy Corruptions, and turn all thy Gra- 
ces into fulneſs and everlaſting perfe&ion.® Be it fo 
that Death will break in pieces the Casker' of a frail 
Body, yet thy Soul Chriſtian, which is the Jewel, 
thy better part, ſhal! be kept fafe for ever in Abrs- 
ban's Boſom. Many a goodly Ship hath miſcarried, 
and been daſhed in pieces whilſt her Sreerf-man with 
greateſt diligence and curiolity hath been eYing the 
Stars : But never d:4 any precious Soul myſcarry 
whoſe Fye was duly {xed upon the Pole-ſtar, rhe Cino- 
ſure of heavenly Glory, but was Jinded ſafe ar the 
withed Shoar of true Hzppineſs. Thar Faith which 
now brings down Heaxen into chy Soul, will be 
ſure to carry thy Sou! at lengrh (Chriſtian) up in- 
ro the ſweet Paradiſe of God. The Lord may give 
a Man a Proſpect of the earthly Cana#n, and yet 
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ſuffer him with Moſes to die in che Wilderneſs: Be 
if ever he rake the Soul up into the; Mount of Tranſ- 
figuration, giving her ſuch a clear _— of the_ hea- 
venly Canaan, as to make her think it beſt of all 
to be there, he will never ſhut her our of thar 
good Land, he will never deny her a Portion in 
that hzavenly Country ! God wauld never give the 
Soul ſuch Viſions of Glory, dil he not .iatend co 
bring h&r at length to the beatifical Fruition of him- 
ſelf in Glory. When the Heart and Eye are both 


. ſet upon Heaven, it's a ſure fſiga that God hath Jaid 


up a Treaſure for the Soul in Heaven, which ſhall 
never be taken from her. Chriſt when he went ro 
Heaven, he went thither as our fore-runner, that 
we might have everlaſting Conſolation, and good hopz 
through him ro be there alſo: Thus when the Heart 
is ſer upon keaven's Glory, and ths Eye continual- 
ly looking that way, like Chriſt our fore-runner, it 
gives the ſtrongeſt ground of Hope, aſſuring us thar 
our Souls ſhall nor be long out of Heaven, noc 
long abſeat from the Loxd. When once the Stone 
is let fall, it never ſtoops till ir comes to the Cen- 
ter: Thus if once we let fall an Eye upon this 
viorious Reward, our Souls they will never be ſtpp- 
ped, bur be ſtill in continual vigorous Motion, rill 
they come to reſt in the Centre of perfe& Ble{ſ:1- 
neſs! Glarification in Heaven doth (z) infallibly t-!- 
low Perſeverance in Grace on -Earth yz which all choſ2 
are ſure to enjoy for ever, who do once fix a1 
Eye of true Faith upon that Crown of Life, wi.ch 
God fers before us. Walk on in the ſtrength of this 
divine Conſolation, waicing, longing, and breathing 
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(z) Perjtuerantiam in terris, immedi ate Sequitar Dor - 
aouds in cali: quo frummtur omnes qui ſjemel credunt. 


Parker, de TraduQt. hom. peccat. ad vit. pag. 34- 
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for that glorious time," when  Fairh | will 'be rormed 
-into a cleat Valion'of Glory {+ 121d Hope tha'kbe tw al- 
lowed up in'Fruitian ; and your (morning Light com- 
mence into a glorious /$ me; amt thate/ tinaller 
srops of heavenly Joy, which you have ro ret you'in 
this parched Wilderneſs, ſhall become 4 River of Life, 
ſending our ful) Screams of pureſt Vleafores, ro delight, 
and-wake glad your Heares forever ! © ler every gruct- 
ous Soul with moſt ſublimare raifed AﬀeStions, keep an 
Eye fixed upon the P.eccompente of 'the Reward : And 
ecrlong- thou that arr now-a bebolding, (s) ſhalt bean + 
#njoying Chriſtien ; chow that doeſt now Jook upon Hea- 
ven's Glory with unfeigned defire ro ir, ſhall ſhortly - be 
ut with Joy unſpeakable in full Poſſeſſion of ic. If che 
pe of. Glory be once roored in thy Heart, the Crown 
of Glory wiil nor long be kept from rhy Head. As fure 
as thy Lord's Joy now enters into rhee, ſo ſure ſhalr thou 
enter at kength into the Joy o&rthy Lord. He can never 
loſe his Rewurd, nor fall hort'of Glory, who is careful 
inall his Works to look as high as Heaven,--not ſeeking 
the Praiſe of Man, bur'that Praiſe, that Honour, "that 
Glory /which comes from God. - Our''earthl'y. Enjoy- 
ments may deceive us, making themſelves Wings ro fly 
away: But an Eye of Faith fixed on this heavenly Re- 
ward, it will never deceive us, but will infallibly carry 
our Soals. 45-on Eagles: Wings, into crerna] heavenly 
Manſions ef Glory. Why then (dear Chriſtians) will 
you be dorma!, ſo dead-hearred, 'ſo diſcounſotate in a 
way. of Diity,.noettriving to ferve rhe Lord with. a wil- 
ling chearful Frame of Soul? Seemeth ir a fmall thing 
to you, that God hack given you the earneſt of Glory, 
che firſt Fruins of Heaven, as a fure Pledge, that a full 
Crop of Happineſs ſhall follow afrer ? Muſt ycu ſhortly 
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(a) bn patria plams ime quieſcis a fetus in Deo: & appe- 
titus inhbiantis ft amor {ruemic. Aug. de Trin. 1.ulk. 
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be tranſplanced our of this barren Wilderneſs, into the 
Cxieftial Canzer, i the Paradiſe of God, the heavenly 7e- 
rulalem, and thali-nort this make yon Hteadfaſt, uninova- 
ble; alwaysTcjoycing in the Work of rhe Lord? Oh 
Chriſtians, -rexzember that you who are now reproache! 
for God, ſhall anon be advanced ro greateſt Honour ! 
You that are new weeping, thall anon come to Zron with 
Songs, and everlaſting = upon your Heads. That Glo- 
oy wich is now revealed to you by an Eye of Faith, 
Il ſhortly be revealed in you, if keeping your Eye 
Redfaltly fixed upon ir, you go on till rv feck it by pa- 
tient COMMuance in well-doing The good Thief upon 
the Croſs, hovieg the Kingdom and Glory of Chiift in 
his Eye, hath the promile ro be that very day wirh 
Chriſt in Pacadiſe. Though aow Chriftians you be up- 
on the Croſs, and forely diltreiſed ; yer if your Lye be 
fixed upon heaven's Glory, it cannot be much abuye one 
days journey berwixt your - Souls and the Paradiſe of 
Ged ; where (b) you pants tp as Chriſt is glo+ 
r10us, blefled of God, repleniſhed with all fulneſs of Joy, 
and ſha}{ have an everlaſting Sabbath of Reit, taking up 
ouri{weerelt Repoſe in rhe Boſom of yous bleſled Re- 
eemer, loving, prailing, and enjoying him in cane cter- 
nal Soul-entrancing Frumtion ! 


HOW chearfully then may the People of -God under- 

their prefenc Sufferings, and entertain, when 1t comes, 
their approaching Diſſolurion ! The hope which 7aceb 
had to enjay the beautiful Rachel, was to him a com- 
fortable Hepe under all his Hardſhips; yet nog 
worthy to make an Emblem of ours, who hope within a 
few days more to enjoy the Light of God's Countenance, 
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(5) Erimus Chriftiani cum Chriſto glorioſs ; de Dev patre b4a- 
ti ; de perpetua volupt ate latantes ſemper in canſpefta De: © 
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and the Soukraviſhing Beauty of 'ovr bleſſed ' Redeemer's 
Face in' Glory! © Aion mey exremt] God's People” all 
their” Life long, bur oniy as « Foil ro ſer off rheir facure 
Bleſſednefs, : and make Heaven fo. mach! the + frreerer. 
Death it ſelf thar bold Parfurvant, will erelang look 1n at 
the Windows of God% deareſt Children, bur only as their 
Birth-day to an Eternity of Joy unſpeakable, and beyond 
imigination ! Lift up” the your 'Heads with Joy; a- 
mid all your Afﬀittions, ro that Crown 'of Life that 
follows after! And while the Thorn'6f Dearh is-at your 
Breaft, re:dy ro ler onr your Lifc-bloody' every then let 
your Souls break forth, like ſo many heaverily 'Nightin- 

ales, into ſinging, as knowing that your bodily Diſſo- 
Forion will only make way for your:Coronation in-Glo- 
ry. You (c) may ſow in Tears; but ſhatl reap iv Joy: 
You may'go our weeping. \rhonght you \be fach as bear 
precious Seed ; but ſhall doubrlets come again rejoycing, 
and bring your full Sheaves'of 'Glory along with you. 
Sorrow you may have over Night,” when ' yow - have the 
advantage of the Seaſpn to fleep it out, and'pafs it over : 
Bur your Joy will come'in the Morning, when you ſhall 
enter freſh upon ir, and have before you ro enjoy it in, 
the Whole Dry ofa blefled Erernity that will never be 
over. Your Joys are new mixr with Sorrows, your Com- 
forts with many Crofſes, and your Light with much 
Darkneſs: Bur having finiſhed your Conrfe, Death - will 

ut an end to all yourYorrows, remove your Crofſes, and 
o tompaſs'you about with the Light of Glory ! When 
wicked Men die, their Works follow them in eternal 
Helliſh-rorments: Burt when the People of God die, 
their Works follow them in the fu!l Reward of everlaſt- 
ing heavenly Glory. For Believers, over Hell and 
Death, Chrift hath gor the Vitory, and lets (4) them 
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wear the Grown: + Sanchae:.(d) now Death, which, ro 
wicked Mea is/ perro inferni,:altd; Gare 05 :Hiel!,, to. you 
that: bekeve ts. becotne 1 avonorone: xarlfy a ONtrance anto 
Heavens: Death, which to-the wicke& as 25 (God's) Serje- 
ant: drag ithem./intarbe: wfetoal fiery Dungeon, . is to 
you the Lord's (Gentitman Uſher, to condutt you into rhe 
ſupetoal Palace of herednly Glory ! And who - weuld 
not. through: Srorms and. Tempeſts, ro. come to ſuch 
« Harbour?» Who'|\would nor embrace 2 fiery Tryal, 
Complement Dearh, | and - come to the; Grave with 
gladneſfs, knowing that - to / be- the ready way to: the 
celeſtial Paradiſe ? They- that come- from (f). a City 
to a Country Village, - ro tranſa& Matters of Con- 
cern there, when their Buſineſs is well accompliſhed, 
they return into the City again with Joy: Thus 
Chriſtians, you whoſe Souls came from- the -new- Je- 
r:/alem, to Negotiate' the great Matrers of - Erexni 

here in this World, having finiſhed , your Courſe, 
and kept. the Faith, how joyful may you. rerern, 
like ſo- many Royai Ships laden with the- riche(t-Mer- 
chandiſe to that heavenly City, where the (z) Lamb 
will be your Light, and. God your Glory ! Well 
may: you be content to ſerve. an hard; Appxcatiſhip 
here 3 ſo you may come hereafter to, bes made .free 
Denizens: of this. heavenly Jeruſalem, |. Well. may :you 
go on' inthe Work. of the Lord,, having ſuch a 
Crown 'in your Eye, and fo- ſure, after all your Con- 
flis, to be fer upon your Heads, Well - may 3 you 
Chriſtians, having that- clear proſpeQt/. of Glory, which 
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(f) Chryſoft. hom. de divis. © Lax. 


(e) Rev. 21. 23. 
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erelong, like a divine Load-ſtone, will draw .yau-to 
* '&lf, ſubſcribe your ſelves upon all Oczaſivns with 
that refolved Servanc of Chriſt, ao: Aj/conh, fach 
as nervther Fear, "Dearh, nor + dread his Might, but 
& -merry us thoſe that are bound far Heaven ! 


Now wnto tus King Eternal, Inimertal, inroifible, tie 
only Wile Gud, be Honwtr and Gly even, 
aud torr. Amen. 


"T HE Regions of Eternal Love 
So 


Mr. Joſeph Cooper's Advice ts bis Wife and Chilayen. 


Which 1 approach, my Soul doth move, 


mething Divine with to heave, 
While Death of me 574) pres bercave : 
When I in filent Duſt do dwell 
Theſe Lines to you my Love ſhall cell. 

Your Widows Vail when you-pur an, 
Your Fatherleſs when they make moan, 
Accept theſe Wards ; naughr elſe I crave 
Do nor deſpiſe your Husband's Grave. 
Know Life is ſhort and Death moſt fure 
To dying thoughts yourſelf inure. 

What I am now, Duſt and a Shade, 
Your ſelf muſt be ; your Life doth tade, 
Ler warm Repoſe nouriſh no Sin, 

Old Age approaching courrs Death in; 
Of my cold Bed in Duſt rake part, 
You muſt with, or againſt your Hearr. 

This 1 ſuggeſt from filent urn, 

That whilſt I ſpeak r Heart may burn, 
And be inflam'd with heavenly Love | 
Aſpiring ſtill co rhings'above. 

| Children ſweet in number many, 

Reſign to God reſerve not any, 

He is their Father, and he will 

Their Souls with -all his Goodnets fill ; 
Doubt not his Love, or tenderneſs, 

To Widows and to Fatherftefs. 

Can Love you hate, can Life you kill, 
Can evil ſpring from God's!good wall ? 
This is his will, char Widows chaſt 
Should truft in God and not make haſt ; 
This 1s his Goodneſs to their Sced, 

He will them help in time of need. 


---vU this Promiſe 111 depend, 

Tr fills with joy, makes God your Friend, 
His heart is open and his hand 

Treaſures of Love and Grace command, 
To Widows that -are pure in heart, 

And, Children he doth Life impart, 

And let me whiſper one thing more, 
You and your Children have in ſtore 
Treaſures of Sighs, Tears, Groans and Prayers, 
Of which you are the rightful Heirs : 
He that in ſilent duſt doth fleep, 

For you to God did often weep. 

Nay weeping was his ealieſt parr, 

He ſigh'd, he groan'd, he broke his hearr, 
Strugling with God that he might give 
You Grace in Chriſt to make you hve, 
Hoping for this, he did expire, 

God will you ſave you ſhall adnmure. 

Sweer Children and my Spouſe moſt dear, 

Live ſtill by Faith and nothing fear ; 

Bur Sin which is the roor of Strife, 

The Seed of Death che Plague of Life, 
Your thoughts and care in God ſtil] centre, 
To cleave to God is the beſt venture. 

Would you for ever live above 
In raptures and tranſports of Love, 

God's Word believe, love Chriſt, hate Sin, 
Have Grace in Life, have Truth within, 
Be holy, harmlefs, fly from Vice, 

This is the way to Paradile. 

My Bleſſing I amongſt you part, 

Sze you ſerve God with all your hearr, 
That you may be with me polleſt, 

Of endleſs Joy and happy reſt, 

And Hal'elujahs ever fing 

With Chriſt our Lord and Heavenly King. 


A M1 W: ne 


A Morning So//loquy. 


The Eye-lids of the beauteous Morn, 
Which from rhe rifirg Sun are Born, 

Open themſelves and thed down lighr, 
Thar Men may ſee God's Glory bright, 
This Glory courrs thy love, my Sov), 

Ler not Nighrs Charms ſuch Blifs controul. 

The Morning 1s of every day, | 
The Maiden-head ; give't not away, 

Keep that for God ; wouldft thou be chaſt, 
Let not thy Virgin Thoughts lie waſt, 
Awake embrace the Bridegroom royal ; 
That Love is early; which is Loyal. 

Hark how the ſoaring Lark doth ſing, 
And of the day glad ridings bring, 
Prevent her Lyrick Harmonies, 

When firſt the Light breaks in the Skies, 
Let ſleep give place to wakefu! praiſe, 
When Heaven calls on thee to riſe. 

Aurora with her bluſhing Face 
Doth ſeem to ſuffer much diſgrace, 
Where Men unmindful of their Duty, 
Regard not Heaven in her Beauty : 

Do not this Virgin Queen Diſdain ; 
Who riſe with her great Glory gain. 

The World now Mines with early Beams, 
Heaven pours down light in viral Streams. 
Be gone dull ſleep, do nor confine 
My Mind in Darkneſs ; Grace doth ſhine, 
Ariſe my Soul, ariſe and move, 

Love him who feels no charms but Love. 

All Praiſes to thy glorious King, 

With heart indire, when day doth ſpring, 
What Chains of Darkneſs can thee bind, 
When Life from God embalms thy mind ? 
Anthems Divine and Hymns moſt ſweer, 
To Chriſt are due when he doth greet. 


Then wake my Sou! thy thingh's fblime, 
Court not Night Shades, thoſe Dregs of time, / 
To God thy Life through Chriſt afpice, 

Feed ſtill on his celeſtial Fire. 
Dwell in the Light, put, on the Sun 
Of Grace, for Glory thou muſt run. 
Awake, awake, not fond Dreams, 
Bright Phebus ſheds abroed his Beams, | 
Suc gomen day can never number, 
Whoſe minds do ruſt with ſleep and ſlumber ; 
rail mortal Fleſh, how much I loſe, 
hen for thy caſe my eyes I cloſe '! 
Moſt pure deli thoughts Divine, 

Waking with God are always mine, þ. 

If in dull fleep I muſt me hide, 
Yet let my Soul with God abide ; 
How irkiom is that ſleeping ſpace, 
Which ſpoils me of fach glorious Grace. 
Sacred ro Muſes is the F 
Jbe Graces then do Souls adora, 
y viſit Mortals with BliG, 

When night and day ia a KiG ; 

Reſiſt not Soul their powerful. Charms, 

Burt throw thy ſelf into their Arms. 

Day breaking from a Throne of Gold; 

Chides all whoſe Love ro Chriſt is cold. 

His Light comes” to ſue ont Divoree, 

Betwixt thoſe lids which Nighe did force, 

The Lord is jealous; nor will he 

With Dreams and Shades ill rival'd be. 

The Worlds great Lamp doth guild the Plain, 

And calls my Soul to entertain, 

y Saviours Love and vital dew, 
hich will thy Life and Stre renew ; 

Waſt not in drowſie Dreams and Sleep, 

Chriſt for thy Morning Love dork weep : 

 Ungrateful Soul break as the Light, 

hrough all the Clouds of Hell bas | Night, 
ith Chriſt each Day end and begin 

His Love controuls the charms of Sin, 


When Heart wnd Soul in God: ſtill center, 
No Luſt can live no-Vice can enter. 

See how great Sol, circuars our Sphere, 
Diffuling Lighr, now here, now- there, 
Wirh him tor God fer out and run 
Till Joys Immortal thow baft won; 
Though Storms from Hel obſtruft thy way, 
Yet Heaven will make crernal day. 


An Evening Sulilequy. 


My Soul, what ſhall 1 do- for thee? 

Approaching Night ſings Lulabie- ; 
Berake thee to thy Saviours Arms, 
Hee'l fave from fin, Hells mortal charms ; 
Night turns to Day, when he his face, 
Vaveils and doth with Love-embrace, 

Dark ſhades invite rotake thy reſt, 
Bur firſt in God wouldſt thou be bleſt 
' Repoſe thy ſelf; his favour crave, 
Sleep 15 the emblem of thy Grave; 

From Sleep and Death he will reſtore, 
That thou his _—_ mayſt adore. 

He is thy Life and reſting Place, 

We ſleep moſt ſweetly in his Grace, 
When a Bed of Love doth make, 
For us' we're well afleep or wake ; 
Night paſt, the Bay will ſhine and then, 
The dead in Chriſt ſhall live again. 

When Lord my Thoughts are fall of thee, 
And Heaven in ſmiles comes down to me, 
How gaſtly is each look of Nrghr, 

W hat fatal Shades eclipſe my Light! 
Methinks 1 have no time to live, 
When Sleep ſuſpends what God CE: 

Night Opium _ each ſenſe diffuſed, 
My active Soul hath oft abuſed, 

And raviſht by his drowhie charms, 
My Saviour from my feeble Arms; 


itious Lord my Heattiemlaege,, 
A ler my Powers reſume their Charge- 
Divine ſenſations fall afleep, | 
White Nighr in Leathe@ dorh. me ſleep, 
My Soul of Heaven all fight'orh !oſe, 
When Morpheus coymes my Eyes to cole. 
Come joyful Day ler ſhadows fly, 
Till bleſt I wake Erernally. 
No envious ſleep ſhal! = £0 ſurprize 
My raviſh'd Hearr or Amorous Eyes. 
While fill'd with Glory from Chriſts face, 
Shall novghr but Joys of Love embrace ; 
Our of that fleep which next I rake, 
'Twere Life, into this Life ro wake. 
O blefled Sleep thus ro expire 
Were nor to die, but to hve higher 
Above dull Nights and empty Dreams, 
In Heavens great Lights and cryſtal Streams, 
Where dwells no Sleep ro waſt our Time, 
But Joys immortal-and ſublime. 


